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Dear PLer, 

This week we’ve been working with our wonderful 
S6 students planning a proper farewell next Friday, 
when they finish school and step into the world. 

It’s been a tough 15 months for these students, 
with two lockdowns, and fewer of the freedoms 
that S6 students normally enjoy. Despite this, our 
S6s have been a real credit to themselves, and 
have been strong leaders across the school. 

We need to be mindful of covid restrictions, so our 
farewell events will—like everything these days—
be a bit different, but we are pleased to be able to 
mark an important milestone in our S6’s live. 

All leavers are having a different experience this 
year, with students finishing school in dribs and 
drabs as they complete assessments. Whilst we 
can say goodbye to S6s as a year group we are, of 
course, saying individual farewells to S4s and S5s 

 leaving school this year. We wish them well, too, 
as they set out on new lives beyond school. 

Next week our SQA assessment timetable finishes 
up. Although students who missed assessments 
will still have assessments to do, we know that for 
most students there will be relief at having 
finished an arduous programme of work. Well 
done to our students for their hard work, 
determination and stamina! 

Next Monday our U16 boys’ footballers play Notre 
Dame Academy in the semi-final of the Scottish 
Cup. To reach a semi-final is a great achievement 
in itself, and we wish them the very best of luck in 
their efforts to go one step better! 

I hope everyone has a good weekend. 

Gavin Clark, Headteacher 

Our Design Challenge 2020 participants (see page 3) 
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Staffing update 

We bid farewell to Jonny Else, our Acting DHT, today. Jonny has had a big impact 
on PL over nearly two years with us, and his enthusiasm, commitment and can-do 
attitude mean that staff and students alike will be sorry to see him go. We are 
delighted, though, that Jonny has secured a well-deserved permanent DHT post at 
Firrhill High School.  

We asked Jonny for his reflections on PL: 

“I bid a fond farewell to PL today, after 18 months in post as Acting DHT. I have 
enjoyed my time at PL massively, and will miss you all. PL is an amazing school with 
a magic that I cannot quite describe, other than truly unique and special. I wish all 
the young people and their families/carers all the very best for the future. The PL wider community is also extremely 
special and I wish all the best to our the partners that I have worked with. Finally, to all the staff in the school – you 
have been so supportive of me and I will always remember the amazing atmosphere and culture both in the 
classroom and outwith. 

Take care and I am so proud to have worked at PL”.  

Jonny’s kids have been honorary PLers during his time with us, 
and as one of his farewell gifts we kitted out Team Else in PL t-
shirts. 

Jonny has also assured us he will be wearing his hard-earned 
new PL tie to his new school on Monday!  

Thank you for everything you have done for PL, Jonny, and we 
wish you the very best in your next steps. 

From Monday until the summer holiday period we are 
delighted to welcome Jeni Allan back as an Acting DHT. Jeni will 
be Head of Gosford House for this period, with Yvonne Binks 
returning to her previous role as DHT Pupil Support and Head 
of Grange House.  

 

 

Well done, Josh! 

We were all delighted that former pupil Josh Taylor was successful in last 
weekend’s bid to become the undisputed superlightweight boxing 
champion of the world.  

What a night it was in Las Vegas, and what an achievement! At a time 
when everyone has faced so many challenges Josh’s win gave everyone a 
real boost, and the whole community is proud of Josh. 

We very much hope to be able to have Josh visit the school at some 
point in the future, once covid restrictions are relaxed, so that our 
students can see his belts, hear from him about his remarkable success, 
and ask Josh some questions.  

Josh is a great role model for our students, and very much has the 
freedom of Preston Lodge! 
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Design Challenge Success 

Well done to Billy Bingham, Angus Blair, Logan 
Clapperton, Lewis Dow, Tommy Hughes, Howie 
McNeill, Mack Murdoch, Morvern Smith and Ryan 
Ward, who represented PL brilliantly at the Class Of 
Your Own (COYO) Design Challenge 2020: The 
Esteem Pavilion. Although this event took place in 
February, over lockdown, certificates arrived for 
our students last week. 

Students from across the country were challenged 
by students at Heriot-Watt University to design 
classrooms of the future, with the environment in 
mind. Designs had to consider how to live a 
greener, more sustainable life by using 
environmentally-friendly materials and renewable 
energy. 

Our team didn’t win the event, but they acquitted themselves really well, and their work was highly praised by the 
competition organisers. Well done! 

 

Thought for the day 

Without school assemblies being pemitted just now, we have missed our Chaplaincy Team’s assembly inputs, 
which give all students, irrespective of faith, an opportunity to think about important issues. 

Robin Hill, Minister of Gladsmuir and Longniddry has passed on a ‘magical’ thought for the day here, which we 
think you’ll enjoy! 

https://youtu.be/WLr3Vs5hj04
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Library News 

National Reading Champions Quiz – Book Tokens 

The PL Quizzers (Lily Dalgliesh, Alex Gibson, Brooke Hadden and Molly Pitcairn) paid a visit to Waterstones in 
Edinburgh to spend their prize of £10 book tokens. On hearing of our team’s result, Lesley Brown, Executive 
Director of Education & Children’s Sevices, generously donated an extra £10 book voucher to each student. Thank 
you Lesley! 

We caught the train from Prestonpans to Edinburgh Waverly and sauntered along Princes Street in the pouring 
rain, chatting about what books to buy with the £20 book tokens. We were warmly welcomed at Waterstones by 
Morag Smart, the Children and Young Adult Readng Expert, who organised our very own private seating area, 
serving us hot chocolate, biscuits, offering book recommendations, answering all our questions and providing a 
discount on all books purchased! This enabled students to buy three books with their tokens! I’d like to thank 
Morag for providing such a positive experience and surprising students with goody bags full of book tokens and 
MORE BOOKS (and a donation of books to the library)! Student left with 7 books each!! 
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We’re not entirely sure what’s going on in this photo, but Lily is convinced it 
should be included in this week’s edition of PLus!  

And thanks again to Morag for the donation of books to PL Library! 
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Scottish Teenage Book Prize 

Congratulation to Ross Mackenzie on winning the 2021 Scottish Teenage Book Prize with his novel Evernight! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Scottish Teenage Book Prize is voted for by young people all across Scotland, including our book group, The PL 
Page Turners, who read and discussed the shortlisted titles. In fact, The PL Page Turners have been invited to 
submit questions to Ross as part of the First Minister’s Reading Challenge celebration festival, which takes place 
(online) from14-18 June! More details soon. 

 

Book of the Week 

 

 

A Kind of Spark by Elle McNicoll tells the story of Addie as she 
campaigns for a memorial in memory of the witch trials that took 
place in her Scottish hometown. Addie knows there's more to the 
story of these 'witches', just like there is more to hers… 

Can Addie challenge how the people in her town see her, and make 
her voice heard? A story about friendship, courage and self-belief, 
perfect for fans of The Goldfish Boy. Addie’s story was born from 
Elle’s own experiences of neurodiversity and her commitment to 
seeing greater representation in children’s books. 

Derek France, School Librarian 
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U16s Scottish Cup: 

 

Our U16s boys finally get the chance to 
play in their Scottish Cup semi-final 
against Notre Dame on Monday 31 
May. This is a great achievement for 
the team and they are already the only 
team to get as far in a national cup 
competition.  

The team have made the school 
extremely proud of their efforts, and 
whatever happens on Monday their 
progress has been a great success 
which they themselves can look back 
on and be proud of ! 

Good luck, boys! 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers: 

Interested in coaching/volunteering with Active Schools 
Preston Lodge HS . We are currently looking for people 
to help run our programme which is running and to 
expand it going ahead into 2021/22. All experience 
welcome. Please do not hesitate to get in touch for more 
information. 

 

Graeme Bennion 

Active Schools Coordinator (Secondary) 

Preston Lodge High School 

Park View 

Prestonpans 

EH32 9QJ 

Telephone number: 01875 811 170    Mobile Number: 07969 428 513 

Website: www.activeeastlothian.co.uk 

Social Media:  Facebook- www.facebook.com/
ActiveSchoolsPrestonLodge  

Twitter-     www.twitter.com/PLHSport  

 
Diversity is a Fact 

Inclusion is an Act 

http://www.activeeastlothian.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/ActiveSchoolsPrestonLodge
http://www.facebook.com/ActiveSchoolsPrestonLodge
http://www.twitter.com/PLHSport
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Support for Parents   

  
Children 1st 
Parent line 

  
Call: 08000 28 22 33 

(Mon-Fri; 9am-9pm, Sat-Sun; 9am-noon) 
Email: parentline@children1st.org.uk 

  
Children 1st Parentline can support families in East Lothian struggling with 
money worries, family troubles, or feeling low. For more information, visit: 
Children 1st Parentline - Parenting Help, Advice & Support | Children 1st 

  
Young Minds 
Parent line 

  
0808 802 5544 

(Free Monday to Friday 9.30am – 4pm) 
Email: Parents Email Service 

  
Young Minds is available for parent who are worried about their child, and 
looking for some advice, to contact. For more information, visit: Parents 
Helpline - YoungMinds. 

  
Young Minds 
Help finder 

  
https://youngminds.org.uk/supporting-parents-

helpfinder/ 

  
Young Minds Helpfinder is an interactive questionnaire. It provides you with 
their most relevant tips, advice, and where to get support for your child's 
mental health during the COVID-19 pandemic.  
  

  
School 

  
Preston Lodge Telephone Number: 

01875 811170 

  
Your school can help you too. Contact, or encourage your child to contact, 
their guidance teacher. They can help to get the right supports in place at the 
right time. 
  

Support for Young People 

  
Childline 

  
0800 1111 

9am-3.30am 
Childline | Childline 

  
Children and young people can contact Childline with any worries or 
concerns. There is also an online message board to speak with other young 
people in similar situations to yourself; Message boards | Childline 

  
  
Samaritans 

  
116 123 

(24 hours, 7 days a week) 
Contact Us | Samaritans 

  
Contact Samaritans to chat to a worker confidentially about anything you are 
going through. They can signpost to organisations that can help with 
particular concerns, or just listen to how you are and anything you want to 
speak about. 

  
Young Minds 

  
Text YM to 

85258 

  
Young Minds provide support for young people experiencing a mental health 
crisis. They also have information on their website around mental health:  
Find help (youngminds.org.uk) 

Both Parents and Young People can access our Mental Health and Wellbeing Information Point for reliable information, advice and 
signposting around mental health. Mental Health and Wellbeing (google.com). 

mailto:parentline@children1st.org.uk
https://www.children1st.org.uk/help-for-families/parentline-scotland/
https://youngminds.org.uk/contact-us/parents-helpline-enquiries/
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/parents-helpline/
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/parents-helpline/
https://youngminds.org.uk/supporting-parents-helpfinder/
https://youngminds.org.uk/supporting-parents-helpfinder/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.childline.org.uk/get-support/message-boards/
https://www.samaritans.org/scotland/how-we-can-help/contact-samaritan/
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/
https://sites.google.com/edubuzz.org/mhwb-information-point/home
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Become an MSYP in East Lothian  

Young people aged 14-25 can stand as a candidate in SYP elections. SYP 
elections are held in Scotland every two years and will next take place in 
November 2021. 

#Stand4SYP (Subtitled) on Vimeo 

The Scottish Youth Parliament (SYP) is the democratically elected voice of Scotland’s 

young people. Held every two years, SYP elections are will take place between the 

9th and 21st of November 2021 and this is your chance to stand. Your journey to changing 

the future for Scotland’s young people starts here. 

The timeline to becoming an MSYP starts on April 1st 2021, and can be seen here  

https://vimeo.com/531689678
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What are the Elections? 

People aged 14-25 can stand for election as a Member of the Scottish Youth Parliament 

(MSYP) in two ways: 

As one of the MSYPs in your Local Constituency. 

Through a number of voluntary organisations that have representative MSYPs. 

The votes of young people, give MSYPs their democratic mandate to represent the 

views of Scotland’s young people. In the last elections, in 2019, over 70,000 votes were 

cast. 

MSYPs have a crucial role to play in Scottish public life, from representing young people 

across the country to running impactful campaigns. Successful previous campaigns 

include: 

Right Here, Right Now was fundamental in incorporating the UN Convention on the 

Rights of the Child into Scots Law. 

All Aboard recommended free bus travel for young people, which is being introduced 

later this year. 

Why should you stand? 

Becoming an MSYP is a life changing experience. You will improve the lives of Scotland’s 

young people, learn new skills, and meet other inspiring young people. You will become 

a leader, gain confidence, receive excellent training, and much more. 

SYP believe that young people’s voices matter, and we are committed to ensuring you 

can realise your right to be heard. We hope you seize the opportunity to apply and look 

forward to welcoming you to the SYP family. 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to get in touch with us here. 
 

If you want to register to stand for the elections in November, then click here. 

 

Key Resources 

Register your interest in standing to become an MSYP 

Download the info presentation 

FAQs for Young People 

Find your MSYP 

 

 

https://syp.org.uk/get-involved/join-us/
https://syp.org.uk/campaign/right-here-right-now/
https://syp.org.uk/campaign/all-aboard/
https://syp.org.uk/contact-us/
https://elections.syp.org.uk/elections/7/
https://elections.syp.org.uk/elections/7/
https://syp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Stand4SYP-Engagement-Presentation-final.pdf
https://syp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Elections-2021-FAQ-Sheet.pdf
https://syp.org.uk/members/find-your-msyp/


 

 

Page 13 

Preston Lodge is a community of learning.  We value achievement, happiness and respect.                          28 May 2021 

 

 



 

 

Page 14 

Preston Lodge is a community of learning.  We value achievement, happiness and respect.                              28 May 2021 

School Lottery  

The Results are in! Congratulations to our local weekly Preston Lodge High School Lottery Winner, Mrs M on 
Saturday 22 May.  

If you would like to help us raise essential school funds and haven't signed up yet, you can visit our lottery here - 
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school  

There is a guaranteed cash prize every week, various prize vouchers, and the chance to win up to £25,000.  

Thank you for your support.  

Julie Lowe  

Head of Development  

Preston Lodge Learning 
Foundation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school
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This has been a difficult time for many households, and we can help with the cost of school!  

Our Community Fund provides financial help for the cost of learning for all families.  It may be that you need some 
support with payments for subject resources, school uniform or any other cost associated with school.   

Grants are usually in the region of £10-50, but all applications are considered on an individual basis and are 
completely confidential.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, or members of the wider 
community. 

An application form is available from the school’s website, www.prestonlodge.net, our charitable trust, the Preston 
Lodge Learning Foundation www.pllf.org.uk or by emailing Julie Lowe at jlowe@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 

 

Dates for Your Diary! 

Friday 4 June School leaving date for those leaving school 

Monday 7 June Additional in-service day 

Monday 14 June Timetable change  

Wb 21 June Provisional SQA grades distributed to Senior Phase students 

Wednesday 23 June S3 Progress and Achievement reports period 2 sent to parents  

Thursday 24 June S2 Progress and Achievement reports period 2 sent to parents  

Friday 25 June Last day of term 

http://www.prestonlodge.net/
http://www.pllf.org.uk
mailto:elittle@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk?subject=Community%20Fund

