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Dear PLer, 

What an amazing week! 

We are so proud of Derek France, and his team of 
Young Librarians, who are national winners of the 
First Minister’s Reading Inspiration Award. 

This is very richly deserved recognition for the 
enthusiasm and hard work that has gone into 
making our library a wonderful place to be, central 
to our work around student wellbeing. 

Well done to Derek and all the students involved. 
You can read much, much more on pages 3-8. 

Well done, too, to Ethan Laidlaw, winner of this 
year’s Josh Taylor Sports Personality Award. Ethan 
has a very bright future ahead of him, and we can’t 
wait to hear about his progress in the years ahead. 

Our U16 boys’ football team’s Scottish Cup Final 
now takes place on Wednesday, and we wish our 

boys the very best of luck in the rearranged big 
game. PL is right behind you! 

Congratulations once again to Carla Mulholland 
and Declan Longmuir, who this week finally picked 
up their Scottish Civic Trust awards for 
photography. It’s been a long time coming, but 
the photos are still amazing! 

This is an expensive time for families, and recently 
we were delighted to receive significant funding 
from our Area Partnership to support families with 
the cost of school uniform. Take a look at page 14 
for details of how to access our Community 
Fund—we are really keen to support our families. 

I hope everyone has a great weekend. 

Gavin Clark,  

Headteacher 
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Josh Taylor Boxing Sports Personality of the Year 

Due to covid we have been unable to host our annual Sports 
Personality Awards. However, it was decided by the school and 
Josh Taylor that we have one pupil who has excelled this year. 

Ethan Laidlaw (S4) has recently signed a professional contract 
with Hibernian Football Club and has been involved with the 
first team squad, which included matches at Ibrox against 
Rangers and  the semi-final of the Scottish Cup. In addition to 
this, Ethan has recently been on trial at Leeds 
United and Liverpool FC. 

Prior to the outbreak of Covid, Ethan had also been selected 
for the first full Scotland Squad for U16s and he became the 
first Preston Lodge pupil to be selected for the full squad. 

It has been a year of many challenges, but Ethan has managed 
to overcome these and has a new chapter of his life beginning 
on Monday as a professional footballer. 

#proudtobepl  

Scottish Cup Final 

Our U16 boys’ football team’s Scottish Cup Final 
against St Maurice’s High School has been 
rescheduled for next Wednesday, 23 June at 
3.30pm.  

The game will be live streamed on Facebook and 
you can watch it at the link shown at the bottom of 
this poster. 

Once again, we wish our boys all the very best in 
the big game, and Preston Lodge will be watching 
online! 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/JoshTaylorBoxing?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZU13Of-RxKjpScOCJ-x5j8qsGY4NSMv62l0O3g7bDX3JKlht2K9IrRbg3GKA1kPYqv2moIKCPkXG0X6na7G2lc6VqumcuyF9fCTFxaTKgsVqRjc1d_2ArW9gLQZTTOcQrYmKNt5ftI9Q-eEsx-EOw4tfW6peXh8e3GRnqSQUbzaMw&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/proudtobepl?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZU13Of-RxKjpScOCJ-x5j8qsGY4NSMv62l0O3g7bDX3JKlht2K9IrRbg3GKA1kPYqv2moIKCPkXG0X6na7G2lc6VqumcuyF9fCTFxaTKgsVqRjc1d_2ArW9gLQZTTOcQrYmKNt5ftI9Q-eEsx-EOw4tfW6peXh8e3GRnqSQUbzaMw&__tn__=*NK-R
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First Minister’s Reading Challenge 

I am delighted to announce Preston Lodge have won the First Minister’s Reading Challenge for Secondary Schools: 
The Reading Inspiration Award!  

Well done to Derek France, our school librarian, on winning this year’s Reading Inspiration Award, and the many 
students who have worked with him to turn Preston Lodge’s library from a good place to a great place – where 
reading is at the centre of not just what the library does, but the whole school. It’s been amazing!  

The news was announced during an online ceremony hosted by Children’s Laureate and bestselling author of the 
How To Train Your Dragon and The Wizards Of Once series, Cressida Cowell: “The judges felt the Virtual Library 
Escape Room, the lockdown library clubs, and the efforts of their superstar school librarian set this school apart”. 
You can watch the video here.  

 

The library has initiated and developed Book Clubs and Creative Writing Clubs, shadowing book awards such as The 
Scottish Teenage Book Prize and the Carnegie Award, and participating in events such as World Book Day, 
organising author visits, book cafes, and library lunches while navigating lockdowns and Covid restrictions. It's 
wonderful to have the intrinsic value of the school library recognised and the impact on students: reading for 
pleasure raises attainment in literacy and across the curriculum, while improving pupil health and wellbeing. 

The First Minister’s Reading Challenge is a national initiative from the Scottish Book Trust, helping children and 
young people between the ages of 5 and 18 develop a love of reading. It supports schools, public libraries and 
community groups across Scotland to develop reading cultures and give every child the opportunity to experience 
the benefits – and the fun – of reading for pleasure. There are different awards for secondary and primary schools, 
with groups encouraged to collect and submit the work they’ve been doing over the past year to promote reading 
for pleasure in their library, class, school or community. 

https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/reading-and-stories/first-ministers-reading-challenge/fmrc-winners-announcement-2021
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First Minister Nicola Sturgeon said: 

“Reading is something that always brings me joy, and no matter how I am feeling there’s something to match my 
mood. During the pandemic, it has been a lifeline, and I know it has been for countless others. The reading 
challenge was launched to inspire as many young people as possible to discover a joy of reading, and I have been 
so impressed with all the innovative work schools and communities have been doing this year, rising to the 
challenge of doing this during these extraordinary times, and doing so with great ingenuity. 

“Huge congratulations to the winners, as well as everyone who submitted incredible entries.” 

Speaking after the award Derek said “ I’m extremely proud of our students, who managed to stay engaged during 
difficult times. I love reading for pleasure and I try to pass this enthusiasm on to our students. In fact, research on 
reading for pleasure provides hard evidence on the benefits to students and the importance of developing a 
culture of reading. Professor Sue Ellis of Strathclyde University says “low reading engagement is associated with 
low attainment and that attainment rises amongst pupils who report ‘sometimes reading for pleasure’. For pupils 
who often read for pleasure, attainment rises again and in this group, and this group only, the attainment gap 
associated with poverty narrows” 
 
“Indeed, reading for pleasure helps improve 
student health and wellbeing: studies have shown 
that reading for pleasure is more important for 
children’s cognitive development than their 
parents’ level of education and is a more powerful 
factor in life achievement than socio-economic 
background, and those who read for pleasure, for 
enjoyment, have higher levels of self-esteem and a 
greater ability to cope with difficult situations.” 
 
“Everyone is welcome in the library! “ 
 
Many congratulatrions to Derek and our Young 
Librarians! #proudtobePL 
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Some of the work that gained our library the First Minister’s Reading Inpiration Award! 
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Scottish Civic Trust Photography Competition 

Our photography winners from June 2220 
finally received their awards this week.  

Carla Mulholland was the judges' overall 
winner in the Secondary Schools category and 
Declan Longmuir was the Young Persons' 
Choice award. This is a fantastic achievement 
for Preston Lodge and for our newly developed 
Photography Course. 

The Judges comments for Carla's photograph: 

"A beautiful image with the water reflecting 
the tree above, which is not obvious at first 
glance" 

and Declan: 

“This striking shot brings the viewer such joy, 
with the hulking boats amusingly decked out in 
the Christmas spirit. The neon colours light up 
what would otherwise be a muted shot at dusk 
and you can almost hear the hustle and bustle 
of a town excitedly on the brink of Christmas" 

We are very proud of both their achievements. 

Denise McHugh 
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Library News 

Harry Potter Book Night 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our pupil librarians are organising a (socially distanced) spellbinding party in the library on Wednesday 23rd June, 
from 3:30-5pm, to celebrate Harry Potter Book Night.  

This year’s theme is Diagon Alley and will include scavenger hunts, wizarding world treats, and much more!  

Places are limited – students who wish to attend can collect a ticket from library. You’d be owlin’ mad to miss it! I 
can heartily Gryffindorse it! Students don’t NEED to dress as their favourite character, but it would be 
Ravenclawesome if they did! 

 

Ask an author anything with Ross 

MacKenzie 

Ross MacKenzie is the award-winning 
Scottish author of rich, immersive fantasy 
books such as The Nowhere 
Emporium and Evernight, winner of the 
Scottish Teenage Book Prize 2021. Join 
Ross for a discussion about his books, 
including the 
thrilling Evernight sequel, Feast of the 
Evernight! 

Ross answers questions from Preston 
Lodge High School about his writing 
process, complex characters and 
impressive world-building. This is a 

fascinating discussion that will give young people plenty of insight into what it's like to be an author. 

This event is part of our celebration festival for the First Minister's Reading Challenge(this will open in a new 
window), taking place Monday 14 to Friday 18 June 2021. This event will be available to watch from Friday 18 
June. 

https://www.readingchallenge.scot/
https://www.readingchallenge.scot/
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Win £5000 for your School Library! 

Fill the library with new books! The lovely people from National Book Tokens are giving you the chance to win 
£5,000 of National Book Tokens for your school's library – and if your entry is picked, you'll also get £100 of 
National Book Tokens to spend on yourself! 

A good school library isn't just important for academic achievement. Reading for pleasure also improves children's 
wellbeing – something our children need now more than ever before.  

Find out about other previous winners, and enter this year's competition, here. The closing date is Saturday 31st 
July 2021, and the winner will be announced in the autumn term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Derek France, School Librarian 

 

 

 

 

Unicorn Quest (ALL AGES) 

Unicorn Quest game 3 is here and we focus on Harbour to Haven: Exploring Port Seton & Cockenzie past. The game 
consists of a walk and fact finding mission online. Those taking part will walk from Port Seton Harbour to Haven 
Holiday Park answering questions along the way. The official launch of this game is 21st June 2021. It's great in 
giving everyone the opportunity to sightsee in the area We really want to encourage as many people in the local 
area to get involved. You can find out more information about the Unicorn Quest via the website (https://
sites.google.com/view/unicorn-quest/home). I have also attached the game 3 questions. 

If you would like to find out more feel free to email me on jonathan.sharples15@gmail.com 

 

Scottish Youth Parliament 

The Scottish Youth Parliament is the democratically elected voice of Scotland’s young people. The 
next elections will be held in November 2021 and this could be your opportunity to influence 
issues that affect children and young people in our country including poverty, mental health, 
travel, climate change and Covid recovery as an MSYP. Find out more from the Scottish Youth 
Parliament’s website: Become an MSYP - Scottish Youth Parliament 

https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools
https://sites.google.com/view/unicorn-quest/home
https://sites.google.com/view/unicorn-quest/home
mailto:jonathan.sharples15@gmail.com
https://syp.org.uk/get-involved/have-your-voice-heard/
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School Lottery  

The Results are in! Congratulations to our local weekly Preston Lodge High School lottery winner, Mrs S  on 
Saturday 12 June. 

If you would like to help us raise essential school funds and haven't signed up yet, you can visit our lottery here - 
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school  

There is a guaranteed cash prize every week, various prize vouchers, and the chance to win up to £25,000!  

Thank you for your support.  

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school
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All or Nothing Aerial Dance Theatre: The Swings 

Presented by The Brunton 

Saturday 3 July  

Outside at Prestonpans Community Centre 

A FREE interactive event for all the family. 

Come and enter our world of The Swings, a 
5 metre high giant swing set, 2 swings, 2 
aerialists and a sound installation where 
you can play, watch and listen. 

Performance: 12noon, 1pm, 2.30pm, 
3.30pm (15 minutes) 

Public Use: 12.20 – 4.15 (5 minute slots) 

We love playing and swinging about on our 
giant swing set and we'd love you to have a 
go too. 

Watch as our aerialists swing, climb, play 
and perform for you. Then the Swings are 
open to experience. 

Your swinging will activate a soundscape full 
of memories of being on a swing. Feel the 
rush of air past your face, and be inspired 
by our aerialists with what you can do with 
a swing! 

'Life was never better on a swing, the higher 
the better!' 

 

Both watching the performance and 
swinging are FREE, but please book a slot 
via www.thebrunton.co.uk or call The 
Brunton on 0131 653 5245. 

Booking link for The Swings: Performance https://www.thebrunton.co.uk/en-GB/shows/the%20swings-%
20performance/events 

Booking link for The Swings: Public Use https://www.thebrunton.co.uk/en-GB/shows/the%20swings-%20public%
20use/events 

Info lealet is here  

http://www.thebrunton.co.uk
https://www.thebrunton.co.uk/en-GB/shows/the%20swings-%20performance/events
https://www.thebrunton.co.uk/en-GB/shows/the%20swings-%20performance/events
https://www.thebrunton.co.uk/en-GB/shows/the%20swings-%20public%20use/events
https://www.thebrunton.co.uk/en-GB/shows/the%20swings-%20public%20use/events
file:///S:/Admin/newsletter/PLus 20-21/21.06.18/The Swings A5.pdf
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Financial Support Available to Families 
Clothing Grants 

Some families are eligible for a Clothing Grant.  If this may apply to you, please visit the Free School Meals and 
Clothing Grants area of the East Lothian Council website for further information.  

If you would like some help completing these forms, support is available on the East Lothian Council website, or 
email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk. We will be happy to help you. 

 

 

Community Fund 

A combination of corporate funding secured by the Preston Lodge Learning Foundation, and money from our Pupil 
Equity Fund means that we are able to offer immediate support to all families who need it, breaking down financial 
barriers to learning. This year we have also been delighted to receive generous support for school uniform costs for 
specific students from the Preston Seton Gosford Area Partnership.  

This Community Fund is available to all families, and we very much encourage families to apply for a confidential, 
quick grant if they need support. 

Grants are expected to be in the region of £10 to £50, but all applications are considered on an individual 
basis.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, and members of the wider community. 

An application form is available on school’s website here and please email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 
or call 01875 811170if you have any questions. 

Visit www.pllf.org.uk to find out more about the school’s charitable Trust, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation,  

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

 

 

 Dates for Your Diary! 

Monday 14 June Timetable change  

Tuesday 22 June Provisional SQA grades distributed to Senior Phase students 

Wednesday 23 June S3 Progress and Achievement reports period 2 sent to parents  

Thursday 24 June S2 Progress and Achievement reports period 2 sent to parents  

Friday 25 June Last day of term 

Monday 16 and 17 August In-service Days 

Wednesday 18 August Pupils Resume 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2020/06/26/community-fund-application-form-updated-26-june/
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
http://www.pllf.org.uk

