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Dear PLer, 

What a team! Huge congratulations to our U16 
Boys’ Football team, who this week won their 
much-delayed Scottish Cup Final, bringing home 
the SFA Shield to Preston Lodge for the first time 
in our history. 

This is a really significant sporting achievement, 
and everyone is incredibly proud of the boys. Their 
skill, determination and teamwork have been 
justly rewarded, and we are delighted that such a 
likeable group of PL ambassadors have been 
recognised nationally. Very #proudtobePL! 

Well done, too, to our Senior Phase students, who 
this week received their Provisional SQA Grades. 
We are really pleased with a very strong set of 
school results, and our students’ commitment and 
effort has been really impressive. 

In fact, all our students’ commitment has been 
impressive this year, as we have negotiated a 
most unusual set of challenges. Thank you to 
every one of those students and, of course, to our 
wonderful staff, who have made great learning 
possible in difficult circumstances.  

Thank you, too, to our families, and friends, for 
their unwavering support. Together we have 
navigated our way through the covid storm. 

It’s time to pause, and I hope all of our families 
have an enjoyable and relaxing summer. We’re 
ready for August, and we very much look forward 
to working with you next year. 

Gavin Clark,  

Headteacher 
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Gill Duthie 

Today we say a fond farewell to Gill Duthie, a teacher in our 
school since 1999, and most recently our PT Humanities. Gill 
started out at PL as a Support for Learning teacher, and then 
became a stalwart of our history team, before taking up her 
present post. 

Gill is a much-loved figure. Her calm, wise, intelligent and very 
caring approach to teaching has been an inspiration to all, and 
students and staff alike will be very sorry to see her leave. 

Gill always puts the wellbeing of those around her first, 
whatever their age. She is a great listener, and always has good 
advice to offer. Her leadership of the Humanities team has 
been exemplary, and her energy and enthusiasm have created 
a happy, positive and safe learning environment for the young 
people in her care. 

Our school’s learning culture has developed enormously in 
recent years, and Gill has been central to that, serving for a 
time as PT Classroom Practice, and always being involved in 
everything connected with learning. A keen reader of 
educational research, Gill has been able to share her wide 
knowledge with staff across the school, and many have 
benefited from her insight and understanding. Gill’s rounded 
and nurturing approach to learning has had an impact on all  
classrooms in our school. 

Whilst being a great leader, Gill is also a great teacher, and any visitor to her classroom is always impressed by the 
sense of purpose students have, as they develop themselves not only as historians, but also as learners. Gill’s 
classroom really shows how uplifting education can be. 

We will really miss Gill and it is very hard to imagine Preston Lodge without her. We wish Gill the very best in her 
next steps in life, and we know that she will stay in touch—once a PLer, always a PLer! Thank you for everything 
that you have done for our school, Gill, and enjoy the next bit! 

 

Staffing Update 

Next session DHT Calum Stewart will continue his work with East Lothian Council on Covid Response, although he 
will maintain links to our school around certain aspects of his remit. We are delighted that this week Hannah 
Craigie, currently PT Numeracy, secured a position as Acting DHT for next year, filling Calum’s role. Hannah will 
become Head of Gosford House, and our school is stronger for her appointment. We are currently working to back-
fill Hannah’s PT post, ready for the start of next term. 

This week we say farewell to our newly-qualified teachers. Good luck to Geography’s Jenna McDonald, and PE’s 
Robin Robeson, as they take up posts at Ross High School and Kelvinside Academy respectively. Kate Gascoigne 
and Megan McDonaugh have yet to secure posts, but they are great teachers and we know that situation will be 
resolved soon. We thank all four for their contribution to our school this year. 

We also say goodbye and thank you to four teachers who were with us this session as part of the Scottish 
Government’s covid recovery scheme. Duncan Binnie, Jo Scott, Anja Shoenfeld and Tess Watson have been a 
massive support in our work this year, and we wish them the very best in life beyond PL. 
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Champions! 

Well done to our U16 Boys’ Footballers, who took on St Maurice’s High School, of Cumbernauld, in the rearranged 
final of the Scottish Schools’ Football Association’s under-15 Shield. With the scores level at 1-1 after 90 minutes, 
our boys kept their cool to win 4-3 in a tense penalty shootout at Airdrie’s Penny Cars Stadium. 

The boys are a credit to themselves, their school and their community. It is just brilliant to see such a likeable 
group of young men achieve something so significant, and they have made us all proud to be PL. Their 
achievement really does show what can be achieved with determination, enthusiasm and commitment, and we all 
thank them for giving our community a real boost, that will live long in the memory. 
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Library News 

Prestonpans Library Summer Programme 

Prestonpans Library are running three (socially distanced) specialist activities during the summer holidays. 

Every Monday from 2-3pm they will be running an activity to 
support this year’s Summer Reading Challenge – Wild World 
Heroes, which looks at the positive impact children and young 
people can have on the planet. More details on the Summer 
Reading Challenge here. Participants will receive a pencil, 
bookmark and a book for completing the challenge.  Sign up at 
the library our at the summer youth clubs at Pennypit, Port Seton 
or Prestonpans Community Centre. 

Every Thursday from 10-11:30am they will be running an 
Enhanced Summer Reading Challenge Book Group. The purpose 
of this group is to provide support and encouragement to young 
people who may be struggling with reading, and is suitable for 
reluctant readers. The group starts with a visit from author, Alan 
McClure, on Thursday 15th July. 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210562/libraries/12640/summer_reading_challenge_2021
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On Thursday afternoons they will be hosting an ASD Friendly Lego Club. The group will run from 2pm-

3pm on the following dates: 1st, 8th & 22nd July and 5th August. Parents are welcome to stay for the 

duration. 

For more information or to book a place for activities contact Prestonpans Library on 01875 818150 or 

email mjamieson@eastlothian.gov.uk. All events are capped at a maximum of 6 children. The preference 

will be to hold activities outside in the library garden. All events are subject to cancellation if Covid-19 

restrictions change.  

 

Win £5000 for your School Library! 

Fill the library with new books! The lovely people from National Book Tokens are giving you the chance 

to win £5,000 of National Book Tokens for your school's library – and if your entry is picked, you'll also 

get £100 of National Book Tokens to spend on yourself! 

A good school library isn't just important for academic achievement. Reading for pleasure also improves 

children's wellbeing – something our children need now more than ever before.  

Find out about other previous winners, and enter this year's competition, here. The closing date is 

Saturday 31st July 2021, and the winner will be announced in the autumn term. 

mailto:mjamieson@eastlothian.gov.uk
https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools
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Have a lovely summer!! 

Derek France, School Librarian 
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A new ‘how to’ guide created for parents and carers to keep children safe online 
during the upcoming summer holidays has been launched by the CyberScotland 
Partnership today. 
 
‘Staying Safe Online’ has been designed to provide those with caring responsibili-
ties with credible and up-to date information on ways to keep children protected 
from online harms. 
The resource has been written by a team of ethical hackers, from one of the Cyber-
Scotland Partnership’s partners, Scottish Business Resilience Centre, in response 
to increased numbers of children gaming and socialising online over the summer. 
 
The guide covers advice on what parents and carers need to be aware of should 
their children play online games including Minecraft and Fortnite or use other popu-
lar social media platforms such as Twitch, Snapchat and TikTok. 
The guide also details how parents can switch on profanity filters, restrict access to 
sexuality explicit language and block age restricted content. 
 
In June 2020, Ofcom reported that because of the restrictions around the COVID-19 
pandemic, more than half of children aged 8-15 were uploading videos to Snapchat 
(48%) and TikTok (50%) each week. With national restrictions in Scotland remaining 
more than one year on, many families face the same prospect of increased online 
activity during the forthcoming summer holidays. 
 
Jude McCorry, Chair of the CyberScotland Partnership said: “This week children are 
finishing up for summer and are about embark on six weeks of holidays. With some 
restrictions still in place for travel and not all activity centres open, the prospect is 
that children will be spending much of that time online.” “While the online world pro-
vides great opportunities for learning and collaboration, sadly, there is also a much 
darker side to the internet and it’s important parents and carers know how to ensure 
their children’s safety online this summer. We created this guide to give parents the 
confidence to have conversations with their children around the need to be cautious 
about who they share information with online this summer, but also to give them the 
practical skills to update the right parental controls.” 
 
The full resource is available to download on the CyberScotland Portal at: 
https://www.cyberscotland.com/stay-safe-online-advice-for-parents-and-carers/ 
 
The guide is also attached to this ALERT message. 
Please share this advice with family, friends and neighbours. 

Staying-Safe-Online-advice-for-parents-and-carers.pdf - 2,828.5 KB  

 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cyberscotland.com%2Fstay-safe-online-advice-for-parents-and-carers%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C632605c5ec494bc0e81408d9363b5cc3%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637600450846848775%7CU
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk%2FAttachment%2F451138%2F386483%2F77512%2F77512_Staying_Safe_Online_advice_for_parents_and_carers.pdf&data=04%7C01%7C%7C632605c5ec494bc0e81408d9363b5cc3%7C84df9e
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Get into Summer East Lothian! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports, play and free swims… it’s officially time to ‘Get into Summer’ in East Lothian! 

 

There are lots of projects running throughout the holiday period giving children and young people the 

chance to be active, connect with others and enjoy the best that East Lothian has to offer. Examples 

include football, tennis, rugby and gymnastics events, pop-up play activities, computing camps and free 

swimming at enjoyLeisure pools. 

Find out more about the activities on offer (including eligibility and booking information where appropriate) at: 
www.eastlothian.gov.uk/get-into-summer 

http://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/get-into-summer
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School Lottery  

The Results are in! Congratulations to our local weekly Preston Lodge High School lottery winner, Mr F on Saturday 
19 June.  

If you would like to help us raise essential school funds and haven't signed up yet, you can visit our lottery here - 
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school  

There is a guaranteed cash prize every week, various prize vouchers, and the chance to win up to £25,000!  

Thank you for your support.  

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school
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Financial Support Available to Families 
Clothing Grants 

Some families are eligible for a Clothing Grant.  If this may apply to you, please visit the Free School Meals and 
Clothing Grants area of the East Lothian Council website for further information.  

If you would like some help completing these forms, support is available on the East Lothian Council website, or 
email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk. We will be happy to help you. 

 

 

Community Fund 

A combination of corporate funding secured by the Preston Lodge Learning Foundation, and money from our Pupil 
Equity Fund means that we are able to offer immediate support to all families who need it, breaking down financial 
barriers to learning. This year we have also been delighted to receive generous support for school uniform costs for 
specific students from the Preston Seton Gosford Area Partnership.  

This Community Fund is available to all families, and we very much encourage families to apply for a confidential, 
quick grant if they need support. 

Grants are expected to be in the region of £10 to £50, but all applications are considered on an individual 
basis.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, and members of the wider community. 

An application form is available on school’s website here and please email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 
or call 01875 811170if you have any questions. 

Visit www.pllf.org.uk to find out more about the school’s charitable Trust, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation,  

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for Your Diary! 

Monday 16 and 17 August In-service Days 

Wednesday 18 August Pupils Resume 

Friday 17 September Holiday 

Monday 20 September Holiday 

Thursday 30 September S2 Target Setting/Tracking period 1 sent to parents 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2020/06/26/community-fund-application-form-updated-26-june/
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
http://www.pllf.org.uk

