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Dear PLer, 

It’s great to be back, and there has been an 
upbeat, cheerful feel in school this week, as we 
settle back to learning. The sunshine has helped, 
too! 

It has been a pleasure visiting classes over the last 
three days, and despite all the face coverings the 
sparkling eyes show there are a lot of smiles 
about. It’s been a good summer, but it’s good to 
get back to school. 

We have really enjoyed welcoming a lovely group 
of S1 students into our school this week. Despite 
being unable to offer our newest PLers a normal 
transition experience in June we have worked hard 
to provide a strong August transition, and it has 
gone really well. The success of our S1s’ start at 
secondary school is in no small part due to our 
wonderful S6 students, who have gone above and 
beyond to support new S1s to feel at home.  

We can already see that our S6 group are an 
exceptional bunch, and we really look forward to 
working with them this year. Over the coming 
weeks we will select a new Senior Team, House 

Captains, and many other leadership positions. 
Further updates will follow in these pages. 

Our SQA results have broken records this year, 
with many excellent outcomes being confirmed on 
10 August. Senior Phase students are now settling 
back into learning at the next level and I am 
delighted that we were able to come through a 
hugely demanding set of SQA expectations with 
integrity, allowing our students to show their best. 
Well done to all who sat SQA Assessments this 
year, and thank you to the staff and families who 
supported them so well. 

Finally, we are keeping our eye on covid safety, 
and doing everything we can to keep each other 
safe. Do look out for details of vaccination options 
for older students in tomorrow’s update email, 
and we would encourage as many students as 
possible to take up the vaccination offer. 

I hope you have a pleasant weekend, and here’s 
to another great year at PL! 

Gavin Clark, Headteacher 
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School SQA results 

We were delighted with this summer’s SQA results. 33% of S5 students achieved three or more 
Highers (based on S4 roll), which is a new school record, and the number of students achieving 
five or more Highers was strong, too. Many congratulations to the nine students who achieved 
either 5 or 6 A grades across their Highers. A great achievement! 

This year our new curriculum produced our first full set of S4 National 5 results in seven years, and we were really 
pleased that 39% of S4 students achieved five or more National 5s. To put this in context, the last time S4s were all 
presented for SQA courses only 28% of them achieved five or more passes. Real progress. 

Finally, we had strong achievement at National 4 and Advanced Higher levels, as usual. Many congratulations to all 
our students, whatever their year or level, for all the hard work that has been so well rewarded. #ProudtobePL. 

 

Staffing Update 

This session Hannah Craigie takes up post as Acting DHT, whilst DHT Calum Stewart will still combine covid work for 
ELC with aspects of his PL remit. Hannah is a strong addition to our leadership team, as are Steven Grady and Katie 
Montgomery, who will backfill Hannah’s PT Numeracy post whilst we advertise for a year-long replacement. It is 
really good that we have a high calibre of staff able to take up leadership roles like these. 
 
We welcome a number of new staff into school this session. Laura Illingworth takes up post as Principal Teacher of 
Humanities, having previously been a Modern Studies teacher at Dunbar Grammar School. We are really pleased 
that she has made the move west, and Kate Gascoigne rejoins her team as a Scottish Government-funded teacher. 
Kate will teach some history, but will also provide internal cover to release staff for covid recovery work. A big 
welcome, too, to Deborah Robertson, who joins Humanities as a History teacher. 
 
We are pleased that three former PL students return to us as 
teachers this year. A big PL welcome back to Craig Dorward in 
Physics, Maia Aitken in Art and Design and Regan Hay in 
Computing. Further new PLers - Struan Young in Music and Alice 
Jones and Greg Shephard in PE - are, of course, just as welcome! 
 
In Pupil Support Elena Leeparis joins our Support for Learning 
team, whilst Duncan Binnie and Tess Watson will job-share a 
second Support for Learning post until we make a permanent 
appointment. We are delighted to have three new auxiliaries - 
Rebecca Kinross, Claire Edmond and Alison Henry—join the same 
team. Rebecca is currently our medical auxiliary, and will carry on 
that work in the morning, then support student learning in the 
afternoons. Finally, Elaine McDowell, already working within our 
Inclusion team, will take up a Scottish Government-funded Pupil 
Support Worker post for the year, focusing on Engagement and Attendance as part of our covid recovery work. 
 
Sad news 
Over the summer we were saddened by the deaths of both Tommy Russell in our cleaning team and Bell 
Cunningham in our canteen team. Tommy and Bell were both much-loved members of our school community and 
we will really miss them both. They gave enormous service to our school, which we are so grateful for, and our 
thoughts are with their families. Thank you, Tommy and Bell, for all that you did for Preston Lodge High School. 
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The Remarkable Moira Pow 

This summer shock waves went through PL as Moira Pow announced that she would be retiring before the start of 
term. Moira, having given 21 years of her life to Preston Lodge, has decided that now is the right time to step back, 
and start part two of a remarkable life. 

There are many people who make important contributions to the unique culture and ethos of Preston Lodge High 
School, but Moira Pow really has been the beating heart of our school for as long as anyone can remember. Her 
positive, sunny, caring disposition has made her a firm friend to all staff and students, and visitors to Preston Lodge 
often comment on how lucky we have been to have Moira in Team PL. 

Moira goes to extraordinary lengths 
to look after people, and it is no 
exaggeration to say that PL’s 
hospitality, with Moira at the helm, is 
among the very best.  

When school Inspectors were last at 
PL one commented that we had 
offered them the best hospitality 
they had experienced in over 20 
years of inspection!  

Moira had been briefed before the 
inspectors arrived not to go 
overboard, but when the inspectors 
arrived their room had been turned 
into a food palace! We have fond 
memories of the Chief Inspector 
asking us if we could perhaps provide 
less hospitality, because the other 
inspectors were concentrating too 
much on the food! 

Moira was a key member of our office team, and at the centre of all our hospitality, but that was only a small part 
of her contribution to the school. As well as providing wonderful cakes, meringues, chocolate strawberries and 
much, much more for every type of PL event Moira was a mainstay of ours school’s charitable work. Moira was a 
founding member of our staff fundraising group, and over the years she has been involved in raising thousands of 
pounds for many good causes. The Raising Agents carry on, for sure, but will greatly miss Moira. 

And we’re still scratching our heads about how to maintain the best Christmas and Halloween decorations in any 
Scottish school, which was down to Moira. However, even if we can do that we will never be able to replace Moira 
herself. Her deep love of Preston Lodge, our staff, students and community was inspiring and humbling. Moira 
never looked for any praise or acknowledgement for all that she did. The truth is, we cannot thank her enough for 
what she has done over the years.  

When reflecting on her time at PL, Moira said that she will most miss the camaraderie and friendship of the school, 
describing PL as ‘one big family’. Moira fondly remembers the many staff over the years who have called her Mum, 
which is perhaps the best testament to her role in our school. 

Moira may well have retired from her job, but she will very much remain a PLer, and we know that once we are 
over the worst of covid we will often see Moira in school again.  A PL without Moira is hard to imagine, and we all 
thank you for the enormous contribution you have made to our lives and to our community, Moira.  Take care, and 
stay in touch! 

Moira (left), with Viv Donaldson, at one of the many PL events she made special. 

file:///S:/Admin/newsletter/PLus 21-22/21.08.20/Young Person&#39;s Free Bus Travel Scheme - Communications - Advice for schools (1).pdf
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PRESTON LODGE BREAKFAST CAFÉ – PLEASE VOTE FOR OUR PROJECT 

We’re in the customer vote for a Tesco Community Grant. It’s a scheme which gives community projects like ours 

grants of up to £1,500.  

Tesco customers will now vote in the Musselburgh store during July to September and will decide how much 

funding we get for the PL Breakfast Cafe, so please support us next time you shop at Tesco! 

We will also be posting on social media about the Breakfast Café project. Even if you don’t shop at Tesco, can you 

help spread the word through your friends and family by sharing our posts and tweets? Every little helps!  

Twitter:  @PL_LF  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/friendsofprestonlodge 
 

Our breakfast café is managed day to day by Jonathan Sharples from the Pennypit Trust, he is supported by a 

whole team of wonderful staff from PL, volunteering their time, before school.   

We continually need to raise funds to keep the breakfast café running, to ensure all our young people have access 

to a healthy, nutritious breakfast at the start of the school day. The funding we receive from the vote will go 

towards the cost of breakfast supplies. 

A huge thank you to everyone who gives their time to help keep the Breakfast Café running at PL. We couldn’t do it 

without your help.  

 
Julie Lowe  
Head of Development 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Film News 

Well done to Hayley Hawkins in S3, who has won a £10 
Amazon voucher from Into Film for her review of the film My 
Life as a Courgette, which she wrote in June.  Into Film has 
monthly review winners taken from reviews submitted by the 
whole of the UK.  Well done Hayley. A great achievement! You 
can read the review here. 

Louise Marr, English 

https://www.facebook.com/friendsofprestonlodge
https://www.intofilm.org/films/reviews/870418
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Welcome to Preston Lodge School Library! 

Mr France, the Librarian, has been in post since June 2019. The library is open before school, at break, lunch and 
after school. Students can visit the library for personal reading, homework, research projects and study, use the 
library computers, take part in one of the library clubs, or just pop in for a friendly chat.  

Our opening times are 

 Monday – Thursday 8:20am-4:30pm 

 Friday 8:20am – 1:00pm  

Students can borrow 2 books at a time for a maximum of 3 weeks (they can be renewed if needed for longer). 
Please look after your library books – if returned damaged, water stained, or are lost, you will need to pay for a 
replacement (watch out for leaking water bottles in bags!). Remember to return your books – other students will 
be waiting for them.  
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Finding Books 

Fiction 

Fiction books are shelved alphabetically by author surname and arranged in 

three sections: 

Teenage: age 11+ 

Young Adult: age 13+ 

Senior: age 15+ 

Students can borrow above their age group if they have signed parental 

permission. Pop in to the library for a letter.  

 

 

Non Fiction 

Our non-fiction collection is arranged by subject using the Dewey Decimal System. Don’t worry, you’ll learn more 

about this during your library induction! 
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We have a number of regular and special events students can get involved with: reading groups, writing groups, 
games clubs, author visits, trips, World Book Day, Harry Potter Night, quizzes and lots more. Here’s a small sample: 
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Would you like to be a Pupil Librarian? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupil librarians undertake a training programme working their way through four levels which include shelving 
books and resources, keeping the library tidy, creating library displays and book lists to reviewing books and 
organising author visits and trips (plus much more). Training to become a pupil librarian is extremely valuable - the 
skills learned are those which are valued in all careers: organisation, presentation, communication, team work and 
customer service, to say nothing of a greatly increased level of self-esteem and confidence and an improvement in 
learning. Interested? Pop to the library for an application form. 

 

Book of the Week 

 

With echoes of Noughts and Crosses and The Power, Kettle’s brilliantly imagined 
dystopia plays clever tricks with gender and authority roles as a teenage boy finds 
himself caught up in an elaborate assassination plot. 

They say we're dangerous. But we're not that different. 

Jude is running out of time. Once a year, lucky young men in the House of Boys are 
auctioned to the female elite. But if Jude fails to be selected before he turns 
seventeen, a future deep underground in the mines awaits. 

Yet ever since the death of his best friend at the hands of the all-powerful Chancellor, 
Jude has been desperate to escape the path set out for him. Finding himself entangled 
in a plot to assassinate the Chancellor, he finally has a chance to avenge his friend and 
win his freedom. But at what price? 
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Active Schools 

Online booking will open on Monday for clubs. 

Parents should sign their child up through www.eastlothian.gov.uk/active-schools-preston-lodge the link will go 
live at 6:00pm on Monday. Clubs we have in place will start on Monday 30 August. 

We are also looking for coaches and volunteers to start at PL to help run our clubs. If anyone is interested please 
contact gbennion@elcschool.org.uk  

Graeme Bennion 

Active Schools Coordinator (Secondary) 

Preston Lodge High School 

Park View 

Prestonpans 

EH32 9QJ 

Telephone number: 01875 811 170                 Mobile Number: 07969 428 513 

Website: www.activeeastlothian.co.uk 

Social Media:  Facebook- www.facebook.com/ActiveSchoolsPrestonLodge  

                             Twitter-     www.twitter.com/PLHSport  

Diversity is a Fact 

Inclusion is an Act 

#ActiveEL4ALL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/active-schools-preston-lodge
mailto:gbennion@elcschool.org.uk
http://www.activeeastlothian.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/ActiveSchoolsPrestonLodge
http://www.twitter.com/PLHSport
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Financial Support Available to Families 
Clothing Grants 

Some families are eligible for a Clothing Grant.  If this may apply to you, please visit the Free School Meals and 
Clothing Grants area of the East Lothian Council website for further information.  

If you would like some help completing these forms, support is available on the East Lothian Council website, or 
email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk. We will be happy to help you. 

 

 

 

Community Fund 

A combination of corporate funding secured by the Preston Lodge Learning Foundation, and money from our Pupil 
Equity Fund means that we are able to offer immediate support to all families who need it, breaking down financial 
barriers to learning. This year we have also been delighted to receive generous support for school uniform costs for 
specific students from the Preston Seton Gosford Area Partnership.  

This Community Fund is available to all families, and we very much encourage families to apply for a confidential, 
quick grant if they need support. 

Grants are expected to be in the region of £10 to £50, but all applications are considered on an individual 
basis.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, and members of the wider community. 

An application form is available on school’s website here and please email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 
or call 01875 811170if you have any questions. 

Visit www.pllf.org.uk to find out more about the school’s charitable Trust, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation,  

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for Your Diary! 

Thursday 2 September Parent Council meeting 7-9 pm 

Friday 17 September Holiday 

Monday 20 September Holiday 

Thursday 30 September 
S2 Target Setting/Tracking period 1 sent to parents 

S1 Parents’ Evening (Virtual event tbc) 

Thursday 7 October Parent Council meeting 7-9pm 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2020/06/26/community-fund-application-form-updated-26-june/
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
http://www.pllf.org.uk

