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Dear PLer, 

Many congratulations to our new House Captains, 
pictured below, who came through some fierce 
competition to achieve these important school 
leadership positions. 

Our annual House Competition is a great way for 
students to participate in fun activities and build a 
sense of belonging, and we now look forward to 
news of our captains’ first House event. 

Congratulations, too, to Ethan Laidlaw, who left  us 
this summer, and who has now played his first 
game for the U17 Scotland team. This alone is a 
wonderful honour, and an inspiration to us all, but 
to score a hat trick on your international debut is 
unusually impressive! More details are on page 4. 

In this weekend’s update email we launch our 
mobile phone consultation with students and their 
families.  

We often hear about the negative impact mobile 
phones can have on learning in school, but the 
new approach we are piloting has already 
dramatically reduced lost learning time in class.  

Thank you to our students for their support with 
this, and do take the time to fill in our survey as 
we form a long-term policy on mobile phones. 

I hope everyone has a great weekend. 

Gavin Clark,  
Headteacher 
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House Captains 

Our new Houses Captains were selected this week, and 
we are delighted to introduce you to them today. Many 
congratulations to them all for having come through a 
very competitive selection process. 

The fifteen students pictured will now organise House 
events across the year. We wish them the best of luck, 
and look forward to see sharing their work with you. May 
the best House win! 

 

 

Grange 

Fergus Bowman 

Kai Brown 

Sam Coutts 

Rebecca Hill 

Ciara Torrance 

 
Seton  

Lewis Allan-Brown 

Caleb Currie 

Nicole Hogg 

Carla Mulholland  

Fizaa Muhammad 

Gosford 

Sadie Craig 

Murray Gilfillan  

Olivia Maclean 

Andrew Morgan 

Samuel Robertson 
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Let the competition begin! 
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Playing for Scotland 

Ethan Laidlaw, who left school this summer, made his debut for Scotland U17s after a long wait through lockdown 
from his original call up.  

Ethan, who is now a professional footballer with Hibernian Football Club, played against Wales in a friendly match 
on Sunday 5 September in Stirling.  

In true Ethan style he stepped up and produced an excellent performance on his debut with, three goals in 50 
minutes! This is a special moment for Ethan and his family, and we are very proud of him at Preston Lodge. 

Graeme Bennion, Active Schools Coordinator 
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Maths Fun 

Some great active learning as well as good team work taking place this week in second year. Playing against an 
opponent, students had to try to ensure they had the largest area recorded.  

Fiona de Havilland 

Maths Supported Study 

We are delighted to offer supported study to students again 
in Maths. This has been very popular over the last couple of 
years, and we are now offering support to Senior Phase 
students and S1-S3 students separately. 

SENIOR PHASE STUDENTS: You can access Maths Room 5 
(opposite the Maths base) on a Thursday after school from 
3.30 until 4.30.  

S1 TO S3 STUDENTS: You can access Maths Room 8 (Mrs 
De Havilland's room) on a Tuesday lunch time from 1.15 
onwards. 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

Steven Grady, Acting PT Numeracy 

 

Chess Club 

Our Chess Club is about to get up and running, with a limit of 15 
spaces for students, who can range from complete beginners to 
experienced players.  

Chess has been shown to have a really big impact on concentration, 
memory, problem solving, creativity and confidence – all key 
attributes for successful learners! 

Students can sign up for Chess Club with Derek France, our school 
librarian, and the meetings take place in Maths Room 5, after school 
every Monday from 3.30pm to 4.15pm.  
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Library News 

PL Page Turners 

On Wednesday we enjoyed our second meeting of the new PL (S1-S3) Page Turners Book Group. We played a Book 
Personality Quiz, helping point students towards books they might enjoy on their PL reading journey and chatted 
about what we’re currently reading, while having lunch and biscuits (always biscuits)!  

Book of the Week 

The first volume in a humourous, adventurous series from the powerhouse 
that is Jonathan Stroud. 

Britain has become a fragmented kingdom – in fact made up of seven 
kingdoms – where outlaws like Scarlett McCain survive by robbing banks and 
living by her wits! Life is hard for Scarlett as wakes beside a dead man who had 
tried to rob her the night before as she looks down on the fortified town of 
Cheltenham.  As she waits for the town to open its gates to allow her in a wolf 
watches her – than sets off to investigate the dead outlaws… 

Life would probably have continued like this for Scarlett except that she rather 
unexpectedly came upon Albert Browne in a wrecked bus – appearing 
somewhat traumatised and very disorientated. Albert has a rather strange and 
mysterious background – and it takes some considerable time for the two to 
become a partnership – of two misfits in a broken society. 

This novel contains a fascinating world built by Stroud, where society – such as 
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it is – is expected to conform, but our outlaws have other, bolder ideas.  The multi-layered adventure, laced with 
humour, is led by our pair of anti-heroes on an odyssey - you won’t be able to put the book down. There is 
something for everyone here in this amalgamation of monsters, gunfights, and strange governmental institutions.  

A roller-coaster of an adventure novel – I can’t wait for volume two! 

Derek France, School Librarian 
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School Lottery  

The Results are in! Congratulations to our local weekly Preston Lodge High School lottery winner, Mrs D from 
Prestonpans on Saturday 4 September.  

If you would like to help us raise essential school funds and haven't signed up yet, you can visit our lottery here - 
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school 

There is a guaranteed cash prize every week, various prize vouchers, and the chance to win up to £25,000!  

Thank you for your support.  

Julie Lowe  

Head of Development 

Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 
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Financial Support Available to Families 
Clothing Grants 

Some families are eligible for a Clothing Grant.  If this may apply to you, please visit the Free School Meals and 
Clothing Grants area of the East Lothian Council website for further information.  

If you would like some help completing these forms, support is available on the East Lothian Council website, or 
email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk. We will be happy to help you. 

 

 

 

Community Fund 

A combination of corporate funding secured by the Preston Lodge Learning Foundation, and money from our Pupil 
Equity Fund means that we are able to offer immediate support to all families who need it, breaking down financial 
barriers to learning. This year we have also been delighted to receive generous support for school uniform costs for 
specific students from the Preston Seton Gosford Area Partnership.  

This Community Fund is available to all families, and we very much encourage families to apply for a confidential, 
quick grant if they need support. 

Grants are expected to be in the region of £10 to £50, but all applications are considered on an individual 
basis.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, and members of the wider community. 

An application form is available on school’s website here and please email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 
or call 01875 811170if you have any questions. 

Visit www.pllf.org.uk to find out more about the school’s charitable Trust, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation,  

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

 

 Dates for Your Diary! 

Friday 17 September Holiday 

Monday 20 September Holiday 

Thursday 30 September 
S2 Target Setting/Tracking period 1 sent to parents 

S1 Parents’ Evening (Virtual event) 

Thursday 7 October Parent Council meeting 7-9pm 

Friday 15 October All Break 

Monday 25 October In-service Day 

Tuesday 26 October All students return to school 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2020/06/26/community-fund-application-form-updated-26-june/
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
http://www.pllf.org.uk

