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Dear PLer, 

We were delighted that Robin Hill, Minister for 
Longniddry and Gladsmuir, was able to join us for 
our first Chaplains Assembly this week. These 
assemblies have been on hold since the pandemic 
began, and it was lovely to welcome back a great 
friend of the school, even if only online. 

Our Chaplains Assemblies are an opportunity for 
students to think, whether they have faith, no 
faith or aren’t decided, and we hope to welcome 
other faiths, as well as non-faith contributors to 
assemblies in the future. 

There’s a buzz in the air about the House Event 
coming up on 15 October, and although I planned 
this week to tell you all about it, our House 
Captains have decided to keep the actual activity 

secret until they reveal all when they lead 11 
October assemblies. 

What we do know is that 15 October will be our 
first Dress Down Day in a long time. We have 
significantly reduced the number of Dress Down 
Days in response to the financial challenges 
families have faced over covid, but on this 
occasion we ask that those who can bring a £1 
contribution to school in support of Aidan’s 
Magical Gifts. This project is very much ‘one of our 
own’, and we are keen to support it. You can find 
out more on page 6. 

I hope everyone has a really good weekend.  

Gavin Clark, Headteacher 

 

School Sport is definitely back! See pages 8-11 
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Subject Focus: Maths at PL 

We are so lucky to have a talented team of Maths teachers at PL, who work incredibly hard to bring Maths alive, 
and make sure students understand the relevance of the subject to their life outside school. As today’s pictures 
show, our students experience the broadest possible Maths curriculum , and many report that the subject is one of 
their favourites. 

We often hear about the challenges Scottish students face in getting to grips with Maths, but there is nothing our 
team won’t do to overcome Maths anxiety, even to the point of a dedicated research project taking place this year 
to overcome that anxiety. It is no surprise that attainment in Senior Phase Maths has been on the rise in recent 
years, and we are grateful to the Maths team for all that they do to make their subject so strong. 

 

Maths week Scotland.  

This week some of our S1 classes and the Enhanced Learning Provision have been celebrating 
Maths Week Scotland. Maths week Scotland is a celebration of the importance of Maths in 
our everyday life and this year has the theme of Our World. Inspired by this, our young 
people have been finding Maths in the world around us and using this to create fantastic 
structures as well as to work together to achieve success.  

Students worked together discussing elements of maths in the real world to create the best marshmallow towers, 
newspaper chairs, card towers and to build spaghetti bridges. S1 students have reported that they have used their 
counting skills,shape skills and also their measurement skills in order to complete each challenge. 

Sarah Lusk 

Card Towers   Newspaper chair construction 
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Marshmallow towers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Enhanced Learning Provision spaghetti bridge. 
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Spaghetti Bridge 

Active Maths  

S2 have started to look at the area and circumference of a circle. They 
are starting by identifying the circumference, diameter and radius. They 
are working together here using bubbles to create circles, then starting 
to measure and calculate the diameter and radius and, finally, the 
circumference. Who said Maths wasn’t fun!! 

Fiona de Havilland 
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Countdown! 

Sticking to a Maths theme, our very own Steven Grady, 
currently Acting PT Numeracy, recently became a Countdown 
star! In Steven’s words ... 

I applied for Countdown in June 2020 but due to Covid 
restrictions, I couldn't get down to the studio. I watched a few 
shows through lockdown and thought I would like having a go 
at it.  

I eventually got a filming date for early August 2021. I was 
excited to share it with my students and it caused a buzz in the 
school. Some teachers showed the episode to their class and 
had the students playing along!  

The students keep asking 
how much money I won, 
and find it hilarious that I 
only won a teapot! It's not 
being used as a teapot 
though - just an ornament 
and a good keepsake!  

We’re sure you had the 
measure of Anne 
Robinson, and well done 
from all of us at PL, 
Steven! 
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AIDAN’S MAGICAL GIFTS  

House Colour Day – 15 October 

As many in our community will know Aidan Hogg, an S5 student, has been in the Sick Children’s Hospital for 6 
months receiving treatment for cancer.  He has just completed his final round of chemotherapy and throughout 
the whole time has been positive and upbeat.  He has decided he would like to put together gift bags to be given to 
every child and young person in the hospital at Christmas.  The family has already received tremendous support 
from the PL community and we would like to be able to help as a school.  We are asking all students and staff to 
wear something in their House colours on Friday 15th October and pay £1 during registration, if they can.  Please 
don’t go out and buy anything new for the event.  Any small item of red, yellow or blue will be absolutely fine.  In 
addition House points will be awarded for every student and staff member sporting their House colours. 

Thanks for your support 

Julia Robertson 
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No phone Friday  

3Gr3 have been ditching their phones for puzzles during registration on Friday 
mornings.  

The class having been enjoying spending the first 10 minutes of the school day 
doing word searches, sudoku and rebus puzzles. The class suggest the themes 
for the weekly word searches and the answers are posted on Google 
Classroom on a Monday morning.  

It is a calm and mindful start to the day.   

Kate Gascoigne 

Acrylic Nails 

A different form of mindfulness, here, and an unusual request! 

The fashion for acrylic nails is causing real issues in schools just now, with 
some students unable to manipulate knives/spoons etc in HE or wear 
hygiene gloves. This makes it very difficult for such students to succeed in 
class and one teacher reported recently that she had an S3 student unable 
to thread a needle due to her nails!  

As well as making some tasks unachievable, the challenges of effective 
hand cleaning make some tasks unsafe. And in PE recently a student had 
her nail pulled off while playing basketball, causing a great deal of pain. 

Whilst we cannot single-handedly tackle a global fashion trend we would 
encourage students to avoid wearing acrylic nails in school so they can 
keep safe and achieve! 
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Sport Update 

Our Active Schools programme is most definitely up and running! If further 
students are interested in being involved in sport and physical activity please 
sign up on www.eastlothian.gov.uk/active-schools-preston-lodge. Students who 
are currently attending a club including rugby for Preston Lodge Rugby club 
must sign up so we have the parental consent form in place as matches begin 
for season 2021-22 

Graeme Bennion, Active Schools Coordinator (Secondary)    

Telephone: 01875 811 170   Mobile: 07969 428 513 

Website: www.activeeastlothian.co.uk  

Social Media:  www.facebook.com/ActiveSchoolsPrestonLodge  

  www.twitter.com/PLHSport  

http://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/active-schools-preston-lodge
http://www.activeeastlothian.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/ActiveSchoolsPrestonLodge
http://www.twitter.com/PLHSport
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Note: Scottish Government guidance states that 

students participating in physical activity in-

doors need not wear face coverings, but those 

watching must do so! 
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Consultation on School Session Dates for22/23 through to 24/25 

The consultation on School Session Dates for 2022/23 to 2024/25 will be open on the Council’s Consultation Hub 
from 27 September 2021 until 18 October 2021.   

The consultation on the draft school session dates for these three school sessions is to seek stakeholder views.   

Our neighbouring authorities, City of Edinburgh Council and Midlothian Council have set, or are in the process of 
setting, their session dates and these dates are available on the respective websites.   

The East Lothian Council draft dates for 2022/23 to 2024/25 have taken cognisance of our neighbouring authority 
dates, very much aligning with City of Edinburgh Council dates. 

The link to the consultation hub is –  https://eastlothianconsultations.co.uk/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://eastlothianconsultations.co.uk/
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School Lottery 

The Results are in! Congratulations to our local weekly Preston Lodge High School lottery winner, Mrs M on 
Saturday 25th September.  

If you would like to help us raise essential school funds and haven't signed up yet, you can visit our lottery here - 
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school 

There is a guaranteed cash prize every week, various prize vouchers, and the chance to win up to £25,000!  

Thank you for your support.  

Julie Lowe  

Head of Development 

Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school
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Financial Support Available to Families 
Clothing Grants 

Some families are eligible for a Clothing Grant.  If this may apply to you, please visit the Free School Meals and 
Clothing Grants area of the East Lothian Council website for further information.  

If you would like some help completing these forms, support is available on the East Lothian Council website, or 
email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk. We will be happy to help you. 

 

 

 

Community Fund 

A combination of corporate funding secured by the Preston Lodge Learning Foundation, and money from our Pupil 
Equity Fund means that we are able to offer immediate support to all families who need it, breaking down financial 
barriers to learning. This year we have also been delighted to receive generous support for school uniform costs for 
specific students from the Preston Seton Gosford Area Partnership.  

This Community Fund is available to all families, and we very much encourage families to apply for a confidential, 
quick grant if they need support. 

Grants are expected to be in the region of £10 to £50, but all applications are considered on an individual 
basis.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, and members of the wider community. 

An application form is available on school’s website here and please email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 
or call 01875 811170if you have any questions. 

Visit www.pllf.org.uk to find out more about the school’s charitable Trust, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation,  

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

 

 Dates for Your Diary! 

Thursday 7 October Parent Council meeting 7-9pm 

Friday 15 October Aidan’s Magical Gifts—House Colour Day, All Break 

Monday 25 October In-service Day 

Tuesday 26 October All students return to school 

Thursday 4 November Senior Phase Target Setting/Tracking period 1 sent to parents 

Wednesday 17 November S1 Target Setting/Tracking period 1 sent to parents 

Tuesday 30 November Nasal flu vaccinations (all year groups) 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2020/06/26/community-fund-application-form-updated-26-june/
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
http://www.pllf.org.uk

