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Dear PLer, 

As anticipation builds ahead of COP 26 we are 
delighted to announce PL’s participation in a major 
project focused on climate change education.  

As one of 12 Scottish schools participating in the 
Fuel Change pilot, we intend to embed climate 
change education across our curriculum in a much 
more meaningful way. 

We are only at the starting line, and there is much, 
much more to come from this long-term project. 

However, we are already really excited by the 
possibilities. Watch this space! 

I would highlight the PSG Winter Support offer, 
outlined on page 6. If you know someone who 
would benefit from extra support over winter our 
Area Partnership is ready to help. 

I hope everyone has a good weekend. 

Gavin Clark, Headteacher 

 

 

We were saddened this week to learn of Council Leader Willie Innes’s passing. Willie 
was a stalwart of our community, and a tremendous advocate for PL.  

Willie was a real PLer, and despite his many commitments he was keen to be a 
founding trustee of the Preston Lodge Learning Foundation. In supporting our trust, 
and in many other ways, we benefited greatly from his energy, enthusiasm and 
wisdom.  

Our thoughts are with Willie’s family this week. Thank you, Willie, for your enormous 
contribution to our school and our community. We will miss you very much. 
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Preston Lodge joins the fight against Climate Change! 

Preston Lodge has joined a pilot education programme, which aims to 
include climate education in every subject on the curriculum. 

Scottish social enterprise Fuel Change has launched its Foundations pilot in 
12 secondary schools, with plans for a national rollout in August 2022. Over 
the next few years, Fuel Change aims to infuse climate education 
throughout the curriculum in 10,000 schools globally, raising awareness of 
the crisis and encouraging a permanent shift in behaviour. 

Fuel Change aims to empower young people to create a carbon neutral future for the next generation and is fast 
gaining traction among government, industry and the education sector, with the ambition to eventually become a 
global platform that galvanises young people into taking meaningful action to address climate change, protecting 
the planet for their future and their children’s future. 

The Foundations programme aims to help build a greener future 
for Scotland by educating the next generation and arming them 
with the knowledge and experience needed for a cleaner, 
greener future. 

We’re absolutely delighted to be part of the pilot programme, 
and Jerry Tracey, Sally Miller and Lisa Mitchell will be 
coordinating our work.  They will oversee our development of the 
Fuel Change framework, which will lead to climate change 
messages and learning built into lessons across all subjects, 
ranging from geography, maths and sciences to drama, English 
and modern studies. This is a long term project, which we will be 
committed to for many years. 

This is a great opportunity for our students to get make a difference 
and have a strong voice on climate change. It’s vital we support our 
students in developing positive behaviours and skills that will allow 
them to thrive as they grow up and become the workforce of the 
future. Fuel Change is the perfect platform to allow them to do 
that, and PL are really proud to be part of this innovative and 
exciting venture. 

We are already liaising with the other schools in the pilot project: 
Larbert High; McLaren High in Callendar; The Royal High School in 
Edinburgh; Wallace Hall Academy, Dumfries and Galloway; Queen 
Anne High, Dunfermline; Lasswade High, Bonnyrigg; Alloa Academy; 
Wallace High, Stirling; Craigmount High, Edinburgh; St Mungos, 
Falkirk and Kings Park Secondary, Glasgow. 

Watch this space for future updates, but if you’d like more 
information now you can find it at https://fuelchange.co.uk/. Look 
under the Foundations tab. 

 

 

 

https://fuelchange.co.uk/
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Library News 

COP 26 – UN Climate Change Conference 

In November 2021, the United Nations COP26 Climate Summit will be taking place in Glasgow, Scotland. This will 
be one of the biggest events of its kind ever to be hosted in our country with 200 world leaders expected to attend. 
There is hope that the event will result in a truly historic agreement to limit greenhouse gas emissions and tackle 
the climate emergency. 

 

 

An accessible and straightforward guide to COP 26 can be found on the BBC website.   

The library has many works of fiction, non-fiction and online resources exploring climate change and our 
environment. From dystopian cli-fi (climate fiction) dramas to enchanting magical adventures, these books are 
perfect for informing readers about climate change and the environment through inspiring and powerful stories.  
We will be sharing these throughout November. 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/51372486
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Black History Month 

October was Black History Month and, full disclosure, this display has been up since last year’s Black History Month 
– it’s proved popular and new fiction and non-fiction titles are added when they arrive! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Black History Month with Alex Wheatle & Miles Greenwood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students participated in a live online event with award-winning author Alex Wheatle and Miles Greenwood, 
curator of Legacies of Slavery and Empire at Glasgow Museums. They discussed Alex’s novel Cane Warriors, based 
on the slave uprising led by Tacky in Jamaica in the 1760s, their work addressing the legacies of Transatlantic 
Slavery and The British Empire, the experiences of engaging with these histories through Western musuems, and 
the power of fiction to bring the experiences of enslaved people to life. Students had the opportunity to ask 
questions! The event was recorded and will be available to view soon.  
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Book of the Week 

The Supreme Lie by Geraldine McCaughrean 

The Supreme Lie, set in a world paralysed by natural disaster and dangerous politics, 
tackles contemporary themes about governments lying in the face of a disaster, how easily 
ordinary people can be manipulated through fear and how the media can be controlled to 
suit those in power. 

Fifteen-year-old Gloria is maid to Afalia's tyrannical Head of State, Madame Suprema. 
When the country is hit by unprecedented flooding, Madame Suprema runs away, fearing 
she will be blamed for the crisis. To cover up this cowardly act, Gloria is made to step into 
Madame Suprema's shoes and is thrust into a world of corrupt and desperate politicians. 
As Gloria becomes aware of the forces toying with her every move, she must take 
decisions that could save, or end, thousands of lives - including her own. 

Derek France, School Librarian 

 

REHIS qualification: Food Hygiene Qualification opportunity - extra curricular 

The Home Economics department are offering any s4-6 pupils the 
opportunity to work towards and hopefully gain their Elementary Food 
Hygiene certificate. This Is an industry recognised qualification and will 
be useful if looking for part-time or full time employment in any food or 
drink related business. This will be a 5 week course, running on a 
Tuesday afternoon from 3.30-4.45pm. Starting 2nd November. 

Anyone interested should give their name to Mrs Nicoll in HE asap 

Liz Nicoll, PT Health and Wellbeing 

 

Prestonpans Childrens’ Gala 2022 

Planning is well underway for next year’s Prestonpans’ Childrens’ 
Gala, and because the pandemic meant our S1s missed out last year 
the organisers have decided that they can participate in the big day 
this time.  

The Royal court draw will take place on Sunday 7th November, 
Prestonpans Town Hall, doors open 1pm. 
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PSG Winter Support 

With Christmas and New Year approaching the PSG Area Partnership are looking to 
support families and those who are socially isolated during the festive season and 
winter months.  There are two referral forms for winter essentials and food, toiletries 
and Christmas present support over the festive period. If you know people who could 
benefit, please return forms by 19th November to the following addresses; 

The forms can be accessed on our website here.  

Forms for Longniddry, Cockenzie and Port Seton to Chloe Houston - chouston1@eastlothian.gov.uk 

Forms for Prestonpans should be returned to Jonathan Sharples - jonathan.sharples15@gmail.com  

You can also fill out these links if the referral is for Prestonpans: 

- Winter Essentials: https://forms.gle/tUtR5xy8488t4nT2A 

- Festive Provision (presents, jingle bags and toiletries): https://forms.gle/b3oyG4Vy4trHpywU9 

Emma Brown, Connected Communities Manager – Preston Seton Gosford 

Spaces for People Survey  

This online survey gives East Lothian residents the opportunity to comment on the impact of Spaces for People 
interventions, and particularly on the impact of the 20mph speed limits in their area as part of a process to 
evaluate whether any aspect of the new arrangements should be made permanent.  

The consultation is now live at https://eastlothianconsultations.co.uk/infrastructure/future-spaces-for-people/ and 
background information can be found here 

 

Education Reform Consultation 

Professor Ken Muir is conducting a consultation on education 
reform for Scottish Government. A public consultation has 
been launched and young people can have a say by 
contributing their experiences of school and learning! 

There is an online survey for young people at the following 
link: https://bit.ly/YPEduReform  

The consultation is being supported by Scottish Youth Parliament, Children’s Parliament and Together. If you have 
any questions you can contact colin@childrensparliament.org.uk The young people’s consultation closes on 
November 19th.  

Dr Colin Morrison, Co-Director 

www.childrensparliament.org.uk 

https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2021/10/29/psg-winter-support/
mailto:chouston1@eastlothian.gov.uk
mailto:jonathan.sharples15@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/tUtR5xy8488t4nT2A
https://forms.gle/b3oyG4Vy4trHpywU9
https://eastlothianconsultations.co.uk/infrastructure/future-spaces-for-people/
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/spaces-for-people
https://bit.ly/YPEduReform
mailto:colin@childrensparliament.org.uk
http://www.childrensparliament.org.uk/


 

 

Page 7 

Preston Lodge is a community of learning.  We value achievement, happiness and respect.                       29 October 2021 

Scottish Youth Climate Summit  

We’re excited to invite you to join us for the Scottish Youth Climate Summit to connect with young people (11-26), 
learn from experts and create Scotland’s Youth Climate Declaration in advance of COP26.  

Date: Saturday 30th October, 9:30 – 17:00 (however you can hop in and out of events throughout the day 
depending on your availability) 

Register here: www.hopin.com/events/scottish-climate-youth-summit  

@KSBScotland @YouthLinkScot @YoungScot 

The Summit is open to all young people aged 11 - 25 years,  

The Scottish Youth Climate Summit will bring together a diverse range of young people, to discuss their priorities 
for climate action in Scotland. Working alongside a range of climate experts and activists, participants will create a 
national youth declaration on climate change, highlighting the most pressing issues for children and young people 
and setting out their demands to the Scottish Government and international decision-makers. 

Topics (determined by the 
young people who make up the 
Co-design group) will include: 

 Children's rights 

 Youth engagement  

 Education & jobs 

 Just transition 

 Biodiversity 

 Energy & renewables 

 Travel 

 Food 

 Rural & islands 

Participants will also have the opportunity to learn about leading climate action projects led by young people and 
learn about topics such as energy security, green careers, and climate activism. The online event will culminate 
with participants creating a film of their demands: the digital declaration. 

Naomi Dixon 

COP26 Development Officer Project Coordinator, YouthLink Scotland - The National Agency for Youth Work 

http://www.hopin.com/events/scottish-climate-youth-summit
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School Lottery 

The Results are in! Congratulations to our local weekly Preston Lodge High School lottery winners, Mrs M on the 16 
October and Mr F on the 23 October. 

If you would like to help us raise essential school funds and haven't signed up yet, you can visit our lottery here - 
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school 

There is a guaranteed cash prize every week, various prize vouchers, and the chance to win up to £25,000!  

Thank you for your support.  

Julie Lowe  

Head of Development 

Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school


 

 

Page 9 

Preston Lodge is a community of learning.  We value achievement, happiness and respect.                       29 October 2021 

Financial Support Available to Families 
Clothing Grants 

Some families are eligible for a Clothing Grant.  If this may apply to you, please visit the Free School Meals and 
Clothing Grants area of the East Lothian Council website for further information.  

If you would like some help completing these forms, support is available on the East Lothian Council website, or 
email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk. We will be happy to help you. 

 

 

 

Community Fund 

A combination of corporate funding secured by the Preston Lodge Learning Foundation, and money from our Pupil 
Equity Fund means that we are able to offer immediate support to all families who need it, breaking down financial 
barriers to learning. This year we have also been delighted to receive generous support for school uniform costs for 
specific students from the Preston Seton Gosford Area Partnership.  

This Community Fund is available to all families, and we very much encourage families to apply for a confidential, 
quick grant if they need support. 

Grants are expected to be in the region of £10 to £50, but all applications are considered on an individual 
basis.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, and members of the wider community. 

An application form is available on school’s website here and please email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 
or call 01875 811170if you have any questions. 

Visit www.pllf.org.uk to find out more about the school’s charitable Trust, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation,  

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

 

 Dates for Your Diary! 

Thursday 4 November Senior Phase Target Setting/Tracking period 1 sent to parents 

Wednesday 17 November S1 Target Setting/Tracking period 1 sent to parents 

Tuesday 30 November Nasal flu vaccinations (all year groups) 

Wednesday 1 December 
S3 Target Setting/Tracking period 1 sent to parents, P6/7 Parents Virtual Event 

(evening) 

Wednesday 8 December S2 Parents’ Evening 

Wednesday 15 December Senior Phase Target Setting/Tracking period 2 sent to parents 

Friday 17 December All Break 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2020/06/26/community-fund-application-form-updated-26-june/
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
http://www.pllf.org.uk

