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Dear PLer, 

This week we marked Remembrance in school. 

On Thursday our Senior Team led an impressive 
online Remembrance Assembly, whilst later that 
same day they also led a Remembrance 
Ceremony for a small number of our S6 students. 

We held a moving two minute silence at 11am, 
and I would like to thank our students for their 
generous donations to the school’s Poppy 
Appeal, which we will pass on to Poppy Scotland. 

Last weekend students supported the Royal 
British Legion’s poppy collection at local 
supermarkets, and on Sunday we will join them 
again for their commemoration events.  

This week’s PLus has even more lovely pictures of 

geographers carrying out field work. Once again, 
it is great to see students learning together 
beyond the school building. 

We now head into a busy time for schools, as 
Senior Phase students turn their minds to 
January’s prelims, whilst a wide variety of 
Christmas events grind into gear. 

Watch this space for news of a very special 
online Christmas celebration we have planned. In 
the absence of a real, live Christmas concert we 
have something up our sleeves that we know you 
will enjoy! 

I hope you have a great weekend. 

Gavin Clark, Headteacher 
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Remembrance 

At this time of year we do everything we can to 
support the Poppy Scotland appeal. 

Robin Hill, a member of our school’s Chaplains 
Team, shared a thought-provoking film with us, 
reminding us all of the importance of wearing a 
poppy.  

Combining a little bit of magic with a memorable 
message, we think you will like his film, which you 
can find here. 

 

Staffing Update 

Over the last two weeks we have welcomed a number of new staff into our school.  

SfL teacher Avril Rodger has joined our Support for Learning team, with a particular focus on our Enhanced 
Learning Provision. Nicole Crawford is our new Lab Technician, whilst Jennifer Ryan has joined our office team.  

Erini Chouliara will be with us on a Thursday and Friday, covering part of Katie Vines maternity leave, and on the 
same days former PL student Laura Davidson will be part of our Inclusion Team. 

Finally, we welcome new Rugby Development Officer, Dom Coetzer, into our school. Dom will divide his time 
between Preston Lodge Rugby Club and our School of Rugby programme. 

 

Aidan’s Magical Gifts 

We were delighted to welcome Aidan Hogg into school on Friday for a brief 
visit.  After eight months out of school Aidan and his family are now pulling 
together Aidan’s Magical Gifts, to be given to 140 children who will be in Sick Kids 
over the Christmas period. 

To support his work we had a dress down day in October, and raised £900, with a 
generous donation of £100 from a friend of the school making the total an 
amazing £1000! 

With those funds we are buying an advent door, from the Edinburgh Children’s 
Hospital Charity (who organise fun things for children and young people in 
hospital), and 50 Amazon gift cards for the gift bags. We’re looking forward to 
welcoming Aidan back into school soon, too! 

Julia Robertson 

 

Flu Vaccine Mop-Up Clinics 

The NHS vaccination team have advised us that “mop-up” clinics will operate across NHS 
Lothian area for children who have not had their Flu vaccination in school. 

If any child has missed this vaccination in school, then parents can contact the 
Community Vaccination Team on 0131 446 4082 to arrange a clinic appointment. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K7ak3BGXRAg
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S3 Geographers at the Water Leith Conservation Trust.  

This week our S3 Geographers visited the Water of Leith 

Conservation Trust. There’s nothing quite like field work to 

bring classroom learning to life. The day involved exploring the 

history of the river, and how it has changed the landscape since 

the last ice age, before the nitty gritty of data collection and 

theory testing began. 

Our students tested several theories of how rivers ‘work’ by 

measuring the width and speed across sections of the river as 

well as measuring river load size and shape.  They even 

managed to squeeze in a bit of Biology by examining the 

indicator species, to test the health of the river. 

As well as being an invaluable way to enhance learning in the classroom, the students also had fun together, 

getting wet and guddling about.  After over 18 months of disruption and limitations to learning it was heart-

warming and very reassuring to see students engaged in what used to be a very normal part of their education; 

being outside and learning together.  

We couldn’t have been prouder of the way our S3s conducted themselves on this trip. They were polite, engaged 

and fun to be with throughout the whole day.  We can’t wait to do it again soon!  

Sally Miller and Lisa Mitchell 
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DROP EVERYTHING AND READ

To celebrate Book Week Scotland, Mr France invites all students and staff to Drop 
Everything And Read for 10 minutes at 11am on Thursday 18th November!! 

Research shows that reading for as little as 10 minutes per day can reduce stress, 
improve your wellbeing, boost confidence and increase empathy! 
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Raising Agents 

Reverse Advent Calendar 

Firstly, we are doing a reverse advent calendar which will 
be donated to the East Lothian Sunday Fresh Chicken 
Dinner Boxes (check them out on Facebook).  This is a 
calendar which gives back.  Instead of opening the door to 
reveal a chocolate (or other item!) you do the giving 

The East Lothian Sunday Fresh Chicken Dinner Boxes was 
started by a Prestonpans lady – Jane Russell.  They deliver 
all over East Lothian and have the backing of some of our 
ex-students (Josh Taylor is a big supporter, as well as Owen 
Smith and many others).  Adon Davie won an award at our 
recent Prize-giving for his ongoing support.   

Their aim is to provide a Christmas turkey dinner box for 
those in need. 

They are particularly looking for: 

 Shortbread 

 Mince pies 

 Turkey gravy granules 

 Crackers (for the table) 

 Small boxes of chocolate 

 Boxes of biscuits 

 Hot chocolate 

 Spray cream 

 Christmas cake 

 Ham stock cubes 

 Tinfoil 

 Oatcakes 

If any parent/carer or friend of the school would like to contribute to our collection please pass any items direct 
to Mrs Robertson’s office, or ring our buzzer and a member of the office team will come out and collect your 
donation—we are still not allowed visitors in school! 

 

Women’s Aid 

Our second venture is to collect toiletries, sanitary products, toothbrushes 
etc to donate to the local branch of Women's Aid.  They are very grateful 
for our donations each year.  The Christmas period is a time when 
domestic violence increases and many women have to flee their homes 
without basic provisions.   

Again, any contributions would be very much appreciated, and well 
used. 

Julia Robertson (on behalf of the Raising Agents) 
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School Lottery 

The Results are in! Congratulations to our local weekly Preston Lodge High School lottery winner, Mrs R on Saturday 
6th November.  

If you would like to help us raise essential school funds and haven't signed up yet, you can visit our lottery here - 
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school 

There is a guaranteed cash prize every week, various prize vouchers, and the chance to win up to £25,000!  

Thank you for your support.  

Julie Lowe  

Head of Development 

Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school
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Financial Support Available to Families 
Clothing Grants 

Some families are eligible for a Clothing Grant.  If this may apply to you, please visit the Free School Meals and 
Clothing Grants area of the East Lothian Council website for further information.  

If you would like some help completing these forms, support is available on the East Lothian Council website, or 
email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk. We will be happy to help you. 

 

 

 

Community Fund 

A combination of corporate funding secured by the Preston Lodge Learning Foundation, and money from our Pupil 
Equity Fund means that we are able to offer immediate support to all families who need it, breaking down financial 
barriers to learning. This year we have also been delighted to receive generous support for school uniform costs for 
specific students from the Preston Seton Gosford Area Partnership.  

This Community Fund is available to all families, and we very much encourage families to apply for a confidential, 
quick grant if they need support. 

Grants are expected to be in the region of £10 to £50, but all applications are considered on an individual 
basis.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, and members of the wider community. 

An application form is available on school’s website here and please email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 
or call 01875 811170if you have any questions. 

Visit www.pllf.org.uk to find out more about the school’s charitable Trust, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation,  

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

 

 Dates for Your Diary! 

Wednesday 17 November S1 Target Setting/Tracking period 1 sent to parents 

Tuesday 30 November Nasal flu vaccinations (all year groups) 

Wednesday 1 December 
S3 Target Setting/Tracking period 1 sent to parents, P6/7 Parents Virtual Event 

(evening) 

Wednesday 8 December S2 Parents’ Evening 

Wednesday 15 December Senior Phase Target Setting/Tracking period 2 sent to parents 

Friday 17 December All Break 

Wednesday 5 January All Resume 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2020/06/26/community-fund-application-form-updated-26-june/
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
http://www.pllf.org.uk

