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Dear PLer, 

We had a great time at today’s Alternative Sports 
Day, in support of Children in Need and the 
Pennypit Centre. Our S6 Charities Committee 
gave everyone a real lift, as staff and students 
competed in a range of funny (but highly 
competitive!) events. 

Well done to the organisers, and thank you to the 
many, many students who formed a really big 
crowd and created a brilliant atmosphere. The 
students, perhaps unsurprisingly, ran out as 
winners! 

Monday’s Senior House Football was also a great 
success, and you can read more on page 6. We’re 
looking forward to more House events next week, 
including an S1-only ‘Chase’ event. Unfortunately 
we have had to limit tickets for this event, due to 

ongoing safety restrictions, but anyone who has 
to miss it will have other opportunities to attend 
future events. 

Across Scotland it’s getting harder and harder to 
keep going with strict safety measures.  Everyone 
is really tiring of face coverings, hand sanitiser 
and outside breaks, but positive school events 
like the one that took place today really help to 
keep us all going.  

Our staff and students are still really upbeat, our 
safety measures are still robust, great learning is 
taking place in every classroom and PL’s 
Christmas events are just around the corner!  

I hope everyone has a great weekend. 

Gavin Clark, Headteacher 
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Children in Need 

Today is BBC Children in Need, and this annual event has 
always been a celebrated part of our S6 Charities 
Committee’s Fundraising calendar. Having missed out in 
recent times, this year’s students were delighted to be 
able to get back to organising a school event.  

The fundraising effort consisted of an 'Alternative Sports 
Day' theme, with S6 pupils challenging staff in different 
events outside on the PL astroturf pitch.  

First up saw 30+ S6 students take each other on in a 
traditional three-legged race. With some great athleticism 
on show, the winners were miles ahead—they had 
obviously been practicing in advance! The second race was 
the first competitive  challenge, where staff were up 
against a talented S6 group in an egg and spoon race! The 
S6s ran out victorious, claiming the bragging rights for 
their team. 

Next up we had our very own Enhanced Learning 
Provision, who raced against each other again with egg 
and spoon in hand, to very noisy and cheery supporters 
around the pitch, led by Mrs Lusk and her team. Struan 
Wilson claimed the prize. 

The last event again pitted staff against S6, with the staff group keen to revenge their defeat in the first race. This 
time it was the more tricky sack race, and after a very close encounter and lots of bouncing around the staff team 
brought it home. 

The last race was the physically demanding wheelbarrow race. With the scores finely balanced its was anyones to 
win! The S6s managed to run out victorious in this one, with the staff crumbling under the pressure. 
Congratulations to all in the S6 team! 

The wonderful S6 Charities 
Committee managed to raise a 
fantastic amount (we’ll let you 
know how much next week) and 
this will be donated to Children 
in Need and The Pennypit Trust. 
Thank you to all who helped to 
make the event such a success. 

Fiona Grant-McDonald and 
Rebecca Pique  
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House Football 

On a night that saw Scotland achieve a great win at Hampden against 
Denmark, PL had its very own football tournament!   

House football returned to PL after a two year break.  S5 and S6 
students from all three houses faced up to each other to battle it out for 
the title of House football champions 2021!   

We witnessed some very serious team talks at the start of the matches, 
but once the referee had blown his whistle all the players really did let 
the football do the talking.  All three houses did really well, with goals 
from our very own House Captains Murray Gilfillan and Kai Brown.  How 
long it will be before Steve Clarke puts in a phone call? There was also 
some spectacular pitch side entertainment in the form of S6 girls 
creating Tik Tok dances! 

The overall winners were Grange, who took home 300 points, with 
Gosford narrowly missing out and Seton bringing up the rear.  A big well 
done to everyone that played, and a special thank you to Mr Bennion for 
organising the event and Mr Young for refereeing.   

Next week its the turn of the S1 and 2 pupils, let’s see if they can maintain the high standard set by the seniors!  

Gail Lugton 
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PL at COP 26 

Our very own Ilaria Ronchi (S2) took part in COP 26 last week, and she 
had an amazing time, meeting Sam Khola, CEO of formula E, a number of 
film producers and many other incredible people with the same drive  to 
save our children's future world. Ilaria shared her experience with us: 

 
I went to COP 26 last week in Glasgow and it was the experience of a lifetime! It was an amazing day. I went with 
some volunteers from Young Scot. I am in a Young Scot forum called Historic Scotland, and we try to make historic 
places more accessible and fun for everyone. I found COP really interesting because of all the interesting stuff we 
learned. We learned about Formula 1, which is now Formula E, because they have changed their cars to electric.  
 
There were so many things I learned about how we can help and it was so cool seeing all the different workshops in 
the Green Zone. There were so many! I liked the virtual reality experience, which showed what our world would be 
like if we don't do anything to help prevent climate change. It's as easy as not using your phone all the time, eating 
more locally grown food or planting more trees and crops in your garden.  
 
It was so great, and I enjoyed every minute of it. Together we can change the world for good! 
 
Well done, Ilaria, and thank you for representing PL so well on the global stage! 
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Aidan’s Magical Gifts 

We were delighted to present Nicole Hogg (Aidan’s sister) with 50 
Amazon gift cards to be included in the gift bags to be given to 
children and young people at the Sick Kids at Christmas.  Thank 
you to everyone who made this possible. 

J Robertson 

When the weather is fine … 

… you know it’s the time, for messing about on the river! 

We found one last photo of last week’s Geography field trip to the Water of Leith, and it was so good we thought 
we’d share it with you! 
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Raising Agents 

Reverse Advent Calendar 

Firstly, we are doing a reverse advent calendar which will 
be donated to the East Lothian Sunday Fresh Chicken 
Dinner Boxes (check them out on Facebook).  This is a 
calendar which gives back.  Instead of opening the door to 
reveal a chocolate (or other item!) you do the giving 

The East Lothian Sunday Fresh Chicken Dinner Boxes was 
started by a Prestonpans lady – Jane Russell.  They deliver 
all over East Lothian and have the backing of some of our 
ex-students (Josh Taylor is a big supporter, as well as Owen 
Smith and many others).  Adon Davie won an award at our 
recent Prize-giving for his ongoing support.   

Their aim is to provide a Christmas turkey dinner box for 
those in need. 

They are particularly looking for: 

 Shortbread 

 Mince pies 

 Turkey gravy granules 

 Crackers (for the table) 

 Small boxes of chocolate 

 Boxes of biscuits 

 Hot chocolate 

 Spray cream 

 Christmas cake 

 Ham stock cubes 

 Tinfoil 

 Oatcakes 

If any parent/carer or friend of the school would like to contribute to our collection please pass any items direct 
to Mrs Robertson’s office, or ring our buzzer and a member of the office team will come out and collect your 
donation—we are still not allowed visitors in school! 

 

Women’s Aid 

Our second venture is to collect toiletries, sanitary products, toothbrushes 
etc to donate to the local branch of Women's Aid.  They are very grateful 
for our donations each year.  The Christmas period is a time when 
domestic violence increases and many women have to flee their homes 
without basic provisions.   

Again, any contributions would be very much appreciated, and well 
used. 

Julia Robertson (on behalf of the Raising Agents) 
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School Lottery 

The Results are in! Congratulations to our local weekly Preston Lodge High School lottery winner, Mrs S on Saturday 
13th November.  

If you would like to help us raise essential school funds and haven't signed up yet, you can visit our lottery here - 
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school 

There is a guaranteed cash prize every week, Christmas prizes and the chance to win up to £25,000!  

Thank you for your support.  

Julie Lowe  

Head of Development 

Preston Lodge Learning Foundation  
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Financial Support Available to Families 
Clothing Grants 

Some families are eligible for a Clothing Grant.  If this may apply to you, please visit the Free School Meals and 
Clothing Grants area of the East Lothian Council website for further information.  

If you would like some help completing these forms, support is available on the East Lothian Council website, or 
email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk. We will be happy to help you. 

 

 

 

Community Fund 

A combination of corporate funding secured by the Preston Lodge Learning Foundation, and money from our Pupil 
Equity Fund means that we are able to offer immediate support to all families who need it, breaking down financial 
barriers to learning. This year we have also been delighted to receive generous support for school uniform costs for 
specific students from the Preston Seton Gosford Area Partnership.  

This Community Fund is available to all families, and we very much encourage families to apply for a confidential, 
quick grant if they need support. 

Grants are expected to be in the region of £10 to £50, but all applications are considered on an individual 
basis.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, and members of the wider community. 

An application form is available on school’s website here and please email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 
or call 01875 811170if you have any questions. 

Visit www.pllf.org.uk to find out more about the school’s charitable Trust, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation,  

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

 

 Dates for Your Diary! 

Tuesday 30 November Nasal flu vaccinations (all year groups) 

Wednesday 1 December S3 Target Setting/Tracking period 1 sent to parents 

Monday 6 December P7 Parents’ Virtual Event (evening) - new date 

Wednesday 8 December S2 Parents’ Evening 

Wednesday 15 December Senior Phase Target Setting/Tracking period 2 sent to parents 

Friday 17 December All Break 

Wednesday 5 January All Resume 

Monday 24 January Senior Phase Prelims start 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2020/06/26/community-fund-application-form-updated-26-june/
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
http://www.pllf.org.uk

