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Dear PLer, 

Christmas has arrived at Preston Lodge, and this 
afternoon filming takes place for our best-ever 
online Christmas Concert. We think you’ll love it! 

Plans are ready for a last-day covid-safe Talent 
Show and students are designing cards, making 
cakes and much more. So much collective activity 
has been missed over the last 18 months, it is 
important, and great fun, to be doing Christmas 
things together again. 

The learning continues, and it was great visiting 

classes hard at work this morning. It is just as 
important we stay focused on catch-up learning. 

We have been overwhelmed with contributions 
to our Christmas collections (page 12). Donations 
can still be given up to 8 December, and thank 
you so much to everyone who has already 
contributed to these great causes. 

I hope you have a great weekend. 

Gavin Clark, Headteacher 
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Children In Need/Pennypit Trust Fund-Raising 

Last Friday’s Children in Need and Pennypit Trust fund-raising efforts 
raised a great total of £637.22.  

Well done to our S6 Charities Team for not only organising a really 
enjoyable day, but also for allowing us to contribute a worthwhile 
sum to these good causes. 

We’re looking forward to the next event! 

 

New Senior Team Member 

One of our Depute Head Students, Adam Robertson, left school recently, creating a space in 
our Senior Team.   

We were delighted to offer Jamie McDonald the opportunity to join the team, having narrowly 
missed out in the August selection process. Well done, Jamie, and we look forward to working 
with you! 

 

Epraise is back! 

We are delighted to announce that as of Monday, epraise will be back up and running. 
epraise is our online positive reward system which allows staff to award points to 
students for getting it right. Points mean prizes – stay tuned for information on what 
prizes we will be offering this year! 

We’ve asked all students to check they can log into their epraise account, checking it regularly to 
track their progress. Each student has received an e-mail on Edubuzz with details of how to log in. 
Should they have any issues, they can contact Mr Grady on sgrady@edubuzz.org. 

Steven Grady, E-praise Coordinator 

 

A magical countdown to Christmas 

Robin Hill, a member of our Chaplains Team, has put together four 
Christmas messages, the first of which can be found here. 

Thank you, Robin, and watch this space each week for parts 2, 3 and 
4! 

 

 

Aidan’s Magical Gifts 

When we contacted the hospital charity to help us sort out the hand over of our gifts they told us all about the 
days of advent:  

We can now confirm that the day of advent from Aidans Magical gifts and Preston Lodge High School will be Tricky 
Ricky the magician, who will perform for every child in the hospital on Tuesday 2 December. We are absolutely over 
the moon that the staff and pupils at Preston Lodge raised so much money for us and we are so excited that the 
children in the hospital will have such a wonderful day, putting smiles on all of their faces.  

  

mailto:sgrady@edubuzz.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bDJCR1OxTcU
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Swimming Success 

Well done to Andrew Sutherland, who was swimming last weekend for Preston Lodge 
in the Junior National Swimming Championships, at Tollcross in Glasgow. Andrew was 
in a very competitive and challenging group, but he rose to the occasion and secured 
silver medal placings in all of his four events, which were 100m Individual Medley, 
50m fly, 50m back and 50m breast stroke. He also gained personal bests in each of his 
swims—a great result for his last year at Junior level.  

It has been hard for swimmers over nearly two years. Swimming is the sport that’s 
been most affected by Covid-19 because pools were closed longer than football and 
rugby pitches. In this context Andrew has done amazingly well, only just missing out 
on gold for the 50m fly and 50m breast stroke by a fingertip! 

Thank you, Andrew, for representing our school so well at a national competition. 

 

Shelter Scotland 

Georgia from Shelter Scotland visited PLHS this week to 
share information, statistics about homelessness in 
Scotland and how their charity helps people who face all 
kinds of challenges.  It was great to have an external 
speaker in and incredible to hear the numbers of families 
in Scotland who face issues with maintaining a stable 
shelter.   

We're hoping to maintain this link and support their work moving forward, with the seniors charity work and a 
donation station. 

Dylan  Bell 
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House Events Update 

It’s been another busy week for the House team!  After the success of last week’s Senior House Football it was the 
turn of S1 and S2 pupils to take to the pitch.  The teams turned out in force, all dressed in their House colours this 
Tuesday for three hard fought matches.  The games were really exciting to watch, with plenty of goals being scored 
by each House.  The pupils were a real credit to the PE department and their House.   

The overall winners, similarly to the Senior games, were Grange, with Gosford coming in second and Seton again 
bringing up the rear.  A big well done to all who played, all of the House Captains for organising things and the PE 
department for all their help and support. 

We then moved on to ‘The Chase’ on Wednesday lunchtime.  We had teams of five S1 pupils compete against our 
very own S6 chasers Sula "Su dawg" McDonald, Xander "Lil Xan" Totten and Ben "the young gun" Young to 
answer questions from the PL version of Bradley Walsh aka Stuart Wilson.   

The chasers put up a great fight, but the 
S1 pupils prevailed, and with all three 
houses winning 100 points it came down 
to a tense deciding question.  All three S1 
teams were asked to guess how many 
pupils attend Preston Lodge. Seton were 
the triumphant House with the closest 
guess, followed closely by Gosford, and 
this time Grange were in last place.  Again. 
a big well done to all the S1 teams, the S6 
chasers, the House Captains and a special 
thank you to Stuart for presenting.  Keep 
your eyes peeled for the next House 
events, which will take place in the lead up 
to Christmas! 

Gail Lugton 
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Science in action 

This week our Biology department welcome Lucienne McCallum from Scientific supply company Tim Star in to 
school to lead a workshop for all our Higher pupils. The workshop covered core topics, including PCR testing, DNA 
fingerprinting and Gel electrophoresis, all of which are inaccessible within the school.  

Lucienne engaged the students in a practical session, allowing them to set up PCR tests and understand how they 
work, a core part of their learning for Higher biology. They were also led through how DNA fingerprinting is used in 
Forensic Science to catch and convict criminals, and how to set up Gel electrophoresis and experiments using the 
technique.  

The students engaged enthusiastically with the workshop, leading to a fuller understanding of the topics covered. 
Many thanks go to Lucienne for giving up her time and brining some very expensive equipment along to show our 
pupils how these techniques work. They were also provided with the theory behind the procedures, further 
enhancing what they have already learned within labs this year so far.  

Fiona Grant-MacDonald 
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Skills Development Scotland Webinar for S2/3 Parents and Carers 

Skills Development Scotland are running a live event for parents and carers on 1 December. A 
45-minute webinar, delivered by two school careers advisers, will support parents and carers 
to, in turn support their children to explore career ideas and help with their decision making 
process.  

Date and time 

Wed, 1 December 2021 18:30 – 19:15 GMT 

Link to sign up is here: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/s23-option-choices-tickets-208641972757 

Chris Brand,  Team Leader, Skills Development Scotland  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Fs23-option-choices-tickets-208641972757&data=04%7C01%7Cchris.brand%40sds.co.uk%7Cfa8acb6a02e44aef64bf08d9ae836c6e%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C6377327


 

 

Page 7 

Preston Lodge is a community of learning.  We value achievement, happiness and respect.                   26 November 2021 

Lockdown Poetry 

Congratulations to Jamie McDonald (6Se2) who was 
recently awarded first prize in the English 
Department's 'Lockdown Poetry' competition.  It was 
a fiercely fought competition, with excellent poetry 
contributed from a range of year groups ,which 
accurately captured the highs and lows of an 
unprecedented period in our country's history.  

Congratulations are also due to Keeli Brown (4Gr2) 
who came second in the competition and Jane 
Costello (4Gr2) who was awarded third.  Special 
mention should also be made to Ben Young (6Gr1) 
whose poem 'Black Gold' was highly commended and 
to Katie Kemp (4Gr1), Emma Fraser (4Gr1) and James 
McGill (4Go2) whose poems were all commended by 
the judges.  

The English Department  
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Library News 

Toward A Nature Poem, by The People of Scotland 

Back in September, Kathleen Jamie, Scotland’s Makar (the national poet of Scotland) asked the people of Scotland 
to join her in creating a collaborative Scottish nature poem in response to the COP26 summit in Glasgow – “a 
collective poem composed of single lines submitted by anyone who lives in Scotland and loves our planet. A 
collective poem because Climate Change affects all of us, everywhere, all species”. All submissions were 
anonymised, with a few alterations by Kathleen to help fit the overall shape and coherence of the poem. 

Students from our creative writing club responded to this call and submitted a number of lines of poetry. I’m very 
happy to announce they have been included (with a few changes by Kathleen) in the poems! You can read the 
three poems - The Life Breath Song, The Shivering River, Are We Listening? - on the Scottish Poetry Library’s 
website and watch a beautiful filmpoem of them by the artist Alastair Cook.  

Climate Fiction 

The library has many works of fiction, non-fiction and online resources exploring climate change and our 
environment. From dystopian cli-fi (climate fiction) dramas to enchanting magical adventures, these books are 
perfect for informing readers about climate change and the environment through inspiring and powerful stories.  
This week we focus on Ecological & Environmental Fiction suitable for ages 14+ . . . 

 

 

https://www.scottishpoetrylibrary.org.uk/poet/the-people-of-scotland/
https://www.scottishpoetrylibrary.org.uk/poet/the-people-of-scotland/
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Green Rising by Lauren James 

Set in a near-future world on the brink of ecological catastrophe, Lauren James's 
novel is a gripping, witty and romantic call to arms. 

Gabrielle is a climate-change activist who shoots to fame when she becomes the first 
teenager to display a supernatural ability to grow plants from her skin. Hester is the 
millionaire daughter of an oil tycoon and the face of the family business. Theo comes 
from a long line of fishermen, but his parents are struggling to make ends meet. 
 
On the face of it, the three have very little in common. Yet when Hester and Theo 
join Gabrielle and legions of other teenagers around the world in developing the 
strange new "Greenfingers" power, it becomes clear that to use their ability for 
good, they'll need to learn to work together. But in a time of widespread corruption 
and greed, there are plenty of profit-hungry organizations who want to use the 
Greenfingers for their own ends. And not everyone would like to see the Earth saved. 
“A terrifically bold and original take on climate fiction” – The Bookseller 

 

DRY by Neal Shusterman & Jarrod Shusterman 

When the California drought escalates to catastrophic proportions, one teen is forced to 
make life and death decisions in this harrowing story of survival from New York 
Times bestselling author Neal Shusterman and Jarrod Shusterman. 
The drought - or the Tap-Out, as everyone calls it - has been going on for a while now. 
Everyone's lives have become an endless list of don'ts: don't water the lawn, don't fill up 
your pool, don't take long showers. 
Until the taps run dry. Suddenly, Alyssa's quiet suburban street spirals into a warzone of 
desperation; neighbours and families turned against each other on the hunt for water. And 
when her parents don't return and her life - and the life of her brother - is threatened, 
Alyssa has to make impossible choices if she's going to survive. 

 

The Nature of Witches by Rachel Griffin 

For centuries, witches have maintained the climate, their power from the sun peaking 
in the season of their birth. But now their control is faltering as the atmosphere 
becomes more erratic. All hope lies with Clara Densmore, an Everwitch whose rare 
magic is tied to every season. 

In Autumn, Clara wants nothing to do with her power. It's wild and volatile, and the 
price of her magic - losing the ones she loves - is too high, despite the need to control 
the increasingly dangerous weather. 

In Winter, the world is on the precipice of disaster. Fires burn, storms rage, and Clara 
accepts that she's the only one who can make a difference. 

In Spring, she falls for Sang, the witch training her. As her magic grows, so do her 
feelings, until she's terrified Sang will be the next one she loses. 

In Summer, Clara must choose between her power and her happiness, her duty and 
the people she loves...before she loses Sang, her magic, and thrusts the world into 
chaos. 

A timely, thoughtful tale of the responsibilities we have to our planet and to one another. Griffin's well-developed 
world building and complex main character make for a read that will resonate deeply. 
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Giften by Leyla Suzan 

Ever since The Darkening, survival has been a struggle. The people of the Field toil on 
parched earth, trying to forge a life amid dwindling resources.  

As one of the Giften, Ruthie is a saviour to her isolated community: her hands hold the 
rare ability to raise food from dead soil. But she is also its greatest danger.  

In the City lurks a dark army, intent on hunting Giften to harness their power, destroying 
all who stand in their way. With the threat growing ever stronger, Ruthie and her friends 
must leave behind all they have ever known and embark on a quest that will pitch them 
towards the City, and unknowable danger. One way or another, a battle is coming.  

Gripping and prescient, Leyla Suzan’s Giften cuts to the chase of the climate crisis 
through a haunting dystopian thriller that will have readers on the edge of their seats as 
it provokes thought, and very possibly action, too. 

 

New York 2140 by Kim Stanley Robinson 

As the sea levels rose, every street became a canal. Every skyscraper an island. For the 
residents of one apartment building in Madison Square, however, New York in the year 
2140 is far from a drowned city. 

There is the market trader, who finds opportunities where others find trouble. There is 
the detective, whose work will never disappear - along with the lawyers, of course. 
There is the internet star, beloved by millions for her airship adventures, and the 
building's manager, quietly respected for his attention to detail. Then there are two boys 
who don't live there, but have no other home - and who are more important to its 
future than anyone might imagine. 

Lastly there are the coders, temporary residents on the roof, whose disappearance 
triggers a sequence of events that threatens the existence of all - and even the long-
hidden foundations on which the city rests. 

New York 2140 is an extraordinary and unforgettable novel, from a writer uniquely qualified to tell the story of its 
future. 

New Library Club 

A new library club is underway – miniature painting. Drop in anytime between 3:25 and 4:45, every Wednesday 
after school. Open to staff and students! Thanks to Games Workshop for providing a free Warhammer Alliance 
pack and to Games Workshop Edinburgh for providing an extra 20 models! 

Derek France, School Librarian 
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Raising Agents 

Reverse Advent Calendar 

Firstly, we are doing a reverse advent calendar which will 
be donated to the East Lothian Sunday Fresh Chicken 
Dinner Boxes (check them out on Facebook).  This is a 
calendar which gives back.  Instead of opening the door to 
reveal a chocolate (or other item!) you do the giving 

The East Lothian Sunday Fresh Chicken Dinner Boxes was 
started by a Prestonpans lady – Jane Russell.  They deliver 
all over East Lothian and have the backing of some of our 
ex-students (Josh Taylor is a big supporter, as well as Owen 
Smith and many others).  Adon Davie won an award at our 
recent Prize-giving for his ongoing support.   

Their aim is to provide a Christmas turkey dinner box for 
those in need. 

They are particularly looking for: 

 Shortbread 

 Mince pies 

 Turkey gravy granules 

 Crackers (for the table) 

 Small boxes of chocolate 

 Boxes of biscuits 

 Hot chocolate 

 Spray cream 

 Christmas cake 

 Ham stock cubes 

 Tinfoil 

 Oatcakes 

If any parent/carer or friend of the school would like to contribute to our collection please pass any items direct 
to Mrs Robertson’s office, or ring our buzzer and a member of the office team will come out and collect your 
donation—we are still not allowed visitors in school! 

 

Women’s Aid 

Our second venture is to collect toiletries, sanitary products, toothbrushes 
etc to donate to the local branch of Women's Aid.  They are very grateful 
for our donations each year.  The Christmas period is a time when 
domestic violence increases and many women have to flee their homes 
without basic provisions.   

Again, any contributions would be very much appreciated, and well 
used. 

Julia Robertson (on behalf of the Raising Agents) 
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School Lottery 

The Results are in! Congratulations to our local weekly Preston Lodge High School lottery winner, Ms D from 
Prestonpans, on Saturday 20th November.  

If you would like to help us raise essential school funds and haven't signed up yet, you can visit our lottery here - 
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school 

There is a guaranteed cash prize every week, Christmas prizes and the chance to win up to £25,000!  

Thank you for your support.  

Julie Lowe  

Head of Development 

Preston Lodge Learning Foundation  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school
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Financial Support Available to Families 
Clothing Grants 

Some families are eligible for a Clothing Grant.  If this may apply to you, please visit the Free School Meals and 
Clothing Grants area of the East Lothian Council website for further information.  

If you would like some help completing these forms, support is available on the East Lothian Council website, or 
email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk. We will be happy to help you. 

 

 

 

Community Fund 

A combination of corporate funding secured by the Preston Lodge Learning Foundation, and money from our Pupil 
Equity Fund means that we are able to offer immediate support to all families who need it, breaking down financial 
barriers to learning. This year we have also been delighted to receive generous support for school uniform costs for 
specific students from the Preston Seton Gosford Area Partnership.  

This Community Fund is available to all families, and we very much encourage families to apply for a confidential, 
quick grant if they need support. 

Grants are expected to be in the region of £10 to £50, but all applications are considered on an individual 
basis.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, and members of the wider community. 

An application form is available on school’s website here and please email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 
or call 01875 811170if you have any questions. 

Visit www.pllf.org.uk to find out more about the school’s charitable Trust, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation,  

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

 

 Dates for Your Diary! 

Tuesday 30 November Nasal flu vaccinations (all year groups) 

Wednesday 1 December S3 Target Setting/Tracking period 1 sent to parents 

Thursday 2 December Parent Council meeting (7-9pm) 

Monday 6 December P7 Parents’ Virtual Event (evening) - new date 

Wednesday 8 December S2 Parents’ Evening 

Wednesday 15 December Senior Phase Target Setting/Tracking period 2 sent to parents 

Friday 17 December All Break 

Wednesday 5 January All Resume 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2020/06/26/community-fund-application-form-updated-26-june/
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
http://www.pllf.org.uk

