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Dear PLer, 

This week’s PLus has a big focus on our Higher 
Geography students’ recent field work. 

Schools still face many restrictions, but are slowly 
returning to normal. It was really refreshing to 
see young people taking part in great learning 
beyond the school gate. 

Those students were, of course, a credit to both 
themselves and their school. It’s a time of year 
when young people are often in the news for all 
the wrong reasons, and we thank our Higher 
Geography students for showing the real face of 
young people to our community.  

I hope everyone has a pleasant weekend. 

Gavin Clark, Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bonfire Safety: Today is 5 November, and Police 

Scotland have shared a Bonfire Safety video, which 

can you view on our school website here. 

https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2021/11/02/information-from-police-scotland/
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Field Work 

Higher Geography students visited Dynamic Earth on Tuesday last week, but this was no regular Dynamic Earth 
trip!  This time we were working with the Outdoor Education Department on the students’ field skills programme.   

Field work, or working outside the classroom, is an essential part of Geography.  Geographers investigate the ‘real 
world’ to check if what has been learned in class is correct.  It is one of the most exciting aspects of geography as, 
essentially, it is exploring the world! 

The students were introduced to the field skills of slope analysis and soil infiltration in the Dynamic Earth 
classroom.  They were taught how to use the equipment required for their investigation and even develop their 
own risk assessments before heading out to Haggis Knowe, a small hilly outcrop of ancient lava near St Margaret’s 
Loch, to carry out their experiments. 

The weather had been predicted to be wet but by the time we were outside it was dry and relatively warm-perfect 
for field work. 

The students worked in groups to collect the required data on the slope gradient and infiltration rates at varying 
points on the hill.  This data was then taken back to the classroom to be analysed and processed by hand before 
using Excel programming to check their results. 

All the results were then discussed when back in class. 

The students were a credit to PL and it was fantastic to see how involved they were in the investigation.   

This trip was able to be provided free to students thanks to funding from East Lothian Educational Trust, secured 
through Preston Lodge Learning Foundation. Thank you.  Thanks also to Eves and the team at Dynamic Earth. 

L Mitchell & S Miller, Geography 
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Raising Agents 

Reverse Advent Calendar 

Firstly, we are doing a reverse advent calendar which will 
be donated to the East Lothian Sunday Fresh Chicken 
Dinner Boxes (check them out on Facebook).  This is a 
calendar which gives back.  Instead of opening the door to 
reveal a chocolate (or other item!) you do the giving 

The East Lothian Sunday Fresh Chicken Dinner Boxes was 
started by a Prestonpans lady – Jane Russell.  They deliver 
all over East Lothian and have the backing of some of our 
ex-students (Josh Taylor is a big supporter, as well as Owen 
Smith and many others).  Adon Davie won an award at our 
recent Prize-giving for his ongoing support.   

Their aim is to provide a Christmas turkey dinner box for 
those in need. 

They are particularly looking for: 

 Shortbread 

 Mince pies 

 Turkey gravy granules 

 Crackers (for the table) 

 Small boxes of chocolate 

 Boxes of biscuits 

 Hot chocolate 

 Spray cream 

 Christmas cake 

 Ham stock cubes 

 Tinfoil 

 Oatcakes 

If any parent/carer or friend of the school would like to contribute to our collection please pass any items direct 
to Mrs Robertson’s office, or ring our buzzer and a member of the office team will come out and collect your 
donation—we are still not allowed visitors in school! 

 

Women’s Aid 

Our second venture is to collect toiletries, sanitary products, toothbrushes 
etc to donate to the local branch of Women's Aid.  They are very grateful 
for our donations each year.  The Christmas period is a time when 
domestic violence increases and many women have to flee their homes 
without basic provisions.   

Again, any contributions would be very much appreciated, and well 
used. 

Julia Robertson (on behalf of the Raising Agents) 
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PRESTON LODGE BREAKFAST CAFÉ – THE VOTES ARE IN! 

Thank you to everyone who voted for our project at the Tesco Musselburgh store. 

I’m delighted to confirm that we have received £500 from Tesco Community Grants, towards the PL Breakfast 
Café.  

We continually need to raise funds to keep the breakfast café running, to ensure all our young people have access 
to a healthy, nutritious breakfast at the start of the school day. This funding will go towards the cost of breakfast 
supplies. 

Our breakfast café is managed day to day by Jonathan Sharples from the Pennypit Trust. He is supported by a 
whole team of wonderful staff from PL, volunteering their time before school to keep it running.  Thank you to 
everyone involved—we couldn’t do it without you!  

The PL Breakfast Café is open from 8.10 am every morning in the Maths social space on the ground floor and is free 
to all students. 

Julie Lowe  

Head of Development 

 

Pythagoras 

Some great team and individual work going on in 2nd year as pupils discover the joys of Pythagoras. Ask them about 
the longest side in the triangle! 

Fiona De Havilland 
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Library News 

COP 26 – UN Climate Change Conference 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An accessible and straightforward guide to COP 26 can be found on the BBC website.   

The library has many works of fiction, non-fiction and online resources exploring climate change and our 
environment. From dystopian cli-fi (climate fiction) dramas to enchanting magical adventures, these books are 
perfect for informing readers about climate change and the environment through inspiring and powerful stories.  
We will be sharing these throughout November.  

This week we focus on Ecological & Environmental Fiction suitable for ages 11+ . . . 

 

 

 

The Song That Sings Us by Nicola Davies 

When animals talk, it’s time humans listened: Harlon has been raised to protect her 
younger siblings, twins Ash and Xeno, and their outlawed power of communicating with 
animals. But when the sinister Automators attack their mountain home they must flee for 
their lives. Xeno is kidnapped and Harlon and Ash are separated. 

In a thrilling and dangerous adventure they must all journey alone through the ice fields, 
forests and oceans of Rumyc to try to rescue each other and fulfil a mysterious promise 
about a lost island made to their mother. This is a stunning environmental epic with cover 
and chapter illustrations by award-winning illustrator, Jackie Morris.  

I recently interviewed Nicola Davies for ‘Shoosh’, the East Lothian Libraries podcast, which I 
hope to share in next week’s edition of PLus. Stay tuned! 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/51372486
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Keeper of Secrets by Sarah J. Dodd 

Underpinned by a young girl’s grief, loneliness and struggle to find peace, Sarah J. 
Dodd’s Keeper of Secrets is a moving, drama-driven story of nature, friendship and 
conservation. 

Eleven-year-old Emily lost her mum fairly recently and both she and her dad are struggling 
without her. Dad is often short-tempered and distracted, while Emily feels alone, unable to 
talk to anyone about how she feels. While her vet dad has a new job in a new village to 
keep him busy, Emily knows no one, and the place is alien to her too, not least when she 
discovers that lynxes roam the fields around their new home, Badger Cottage. It turns out 
that the villagers are deeply divided about the wild animals - conservationists believe it’s 
right they are rewilded in the woods, while local farmers see them as a threat. As Emily 
makes friends with the children who live on a neighbouring farm, she finds herself in the 
middle of this conflict when she forms a deep (and secret) connection with a lynx cub 

that’s lost its mother. 

Brimming with empathy, and likely to spark interesting debates around rewilding and conservation, this page-
turner will chime with readers who are interested in nature and wildlife, and with those who’ve felt loss or 
loneliness. 

 

Bone Music by David Almond 

This wonderful tale transports the reader from the city to the forests and fells of Northern 
England. 

Under a boundless starry sky, the unforgettable Sylvia Carr reconnects with the ancient past 
and discovers what it really means to be young in the world today. Sylvia, brave hearted and 
rebellious, moves into wild Northumberland from the city of Newcastle. She feels alien in 
this huge, silent, seemingly empty landscape, but then she meets Gabriel, a strange yet 
familiar boy. As they roam the forests and fells together, she sees nature with new eyes. She 
becomes aware that the past is all around her, and is deep inside herself. 

From the wing of a dead buzzard, they create a hollow bone - the kind of flute that was 
created and used in rituals in the distant past. This is a book of hope and joy - a book that 
celebrates humanity and explores the deep connections between ourselves and nature. 

 

Harklights by Tim Tilley 

Our story begins in the gothic Harklights Match Factory and Orphanage, where our hero 
Wick works tirelessly for the dreadful Old Ma Bogey. He dreams only of escaping, until 
one day a bird drops something impossible and magical at his feet - a tiny baby in an 
acorn cradle...As midnight chimes, Wick is visited by the Hobs who are miniature 
protectors of the forest. Grateful for the kindness shown to their stolen child, they offer 
Wick the chance of a lifetime - to escape from Harklights and begin a new life with them 
in the wild... 

Wick has always lived in the dark and dreadful Harklights Match Factory and Orphanage, 
working tirelessly for greedy Old Ma Bogey. He only dreams of escaping, until one day a 
bird drops something impossible and magical at his feet - a tiny baby in an acorn cradle... 

As midnight chimes, Wick is visited by the Hobs, miniature protectors of the forest. 
Grateful for the kindness shown to their stolen child, they offer Wick the chance of a lifetime - escape from 
Harklights and begin a new life with them in the wild... 
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Winner of the Joan Aiken Future Classics Prize, Harklights is a magical story celebrating family, friendship and the 
natural world, filled with a message of hope for our times. 

 

World Burn Down by Steve Cole 

Carlos's mother works for IBAMA, Brazil's Environmental Authority. As head of a specially 
trained task force, her role is to protect the Amazon from the farmers, loggers and miners 
who are illegally destroying the precious rainforest. It's a dangerous role and when she 
upsets some of these land-grabbers, they decide to teach her a lesson by kidnapping her 
son, Carlos. Taken deep into the Amazon, Carlos manages to escape his captors only to 
find himself trapped by the fast-moving fires. Will he be able to outrun the flames as the 
world around him burns to the ground? The terrifying reality of illegal deforestation and 
the destruction of the rainforest is revealed in this powerful and gripping Amazonian 
adventure from bestselling author Steve Cole. 

 

 

Flood World by Tom Huddleston 

Set in a flooded future world, Tom Huddleston’s book is a thrilling adventure, in which two 
young people are caught up in a world of pirates, gangsters, power struggles and 
corruption. Kara and Joe live in a floating slum on the edge of what is left of London after 
rising seas have drowned our civilisation. They’ve always been told that the Mariners, 
gangs who live entirely at sea, are terrorists. But then Joe’s life is saved by a Mariner, who 
entrusts him with a secret map. It’s a story that poses questions about our future, 
individual responsibility and the morals of political activism. Timely, thought-provoking, 
and action-packed. 

 

 

Derek France,  School Librarian 

 

PSG Winter Support 

With Christmas and New Year approaching the PSG Area Partnership are looking to 
support families and those who are socially isolated during the festive season and 
winter months.  There are two referral forms for winter essentials and food, toiletries 
and Christmas present support over the festive period. If you know people who could 
benefit, please return forms by 19th November to the following addresses; 

The forms can be accessed on our website here.  

Forms for Longniddry, Cockenzie and Port Seton to Chloe Houston - chouston1@eastlothian.gov.uk 

Forms for Prestonpans should be returned to Jonathan Sharples - jonathan.sharples15@gmail.com  

You can also fill out these links if the referral is for Prestonpans: 

- Winter Essentials: https://forms.gle/tUtR5xy8488t4nT2A 

- Festive Provision (presents, jingle bags and toiletries): https://forms.gle/b3oyG4Vy4trHpywU9 

Emma Brown, Connected Communities Manager – Preston Seton Gosford 

 

https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2021/10/29/psg-winter-support/
mailto:chouston1@eastlothian.gov.uk
mailto:jonathan.sharples15@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/tUtR5xy8488t4nT2A
https://forms.gle/b3oyG4Vy4trHpywU9
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School Lottery 

The Results are in! Congratulations to our local weekly Preston Lodge High School lottery winner, Mrs B from 
Prestonpans on Saturday 30 October. 

If you would like to help us raise essential school funds and haven't signed up yet, you can visit our lottery here - 
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school 

There is a guaranteed cash prize every week, various prize vouchers, and the chance to win up to £25,000!  

Thank you for your support.  

Julie Lowe  

Head of Development 

Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school
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Financial Support Available to Families 
Clothing Grants 

Some families are eligible for a Clothing Grant.  If this may apply to you, please visit the Free School Meals and 
Clothing Grants area of the East Lothian Council website for further information.  

If you would like some help completing these forms, support is available on the East Lothian Council website, or 
email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk. We will be happy to help you. 

 

 

 

Community Fund 

A combination of corporate funding secured by the Preston Lodge Learning Foundation, and money from our Pupil 
Equity Fund means that we are able to offer immediate support to all families who need it, breaking down financial 
barriers to learning. This year we have also been delighted to receive generous support for school uniform costs for 
specific students from the Preston Seton Gosford Area Partnership.  

This Community Fund is available to all families, and we very much encourage families to apply for a confidential, 
quick grant if they need support. 

Grants are expected to be in the region of £10 to £50, but all applications are considered on an individual 
basis.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, and members of the wider community. 

An application form is available on school’s website here and please email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 
or call 01875 811170if you have any questions. 

Visit www.pllf.org.uk to find out more about the school’s charitable Trust, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation,  

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

 

 Dates for Your Diary! 

Wednesday 17 November S1 Target Setting/Tracking period 1 sent to parents 

Tuesday 30 November Nasal flu vaccinations (all year groups) 

Wednesday 1 December 
S3 Target Setting/Tracking period 1 sent to parents, P6/7 Parents Virtual Event 

(evening) 

Wednesday 8 December S2 Parents’ Evening 

Wednesday 15 December Senior Phase Target Setting/Tracking period 2 sent to parents 

Friday 17 December All Break 

Wednesday 5 January All Resume 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2020/06/26/community-fund-application-form-updated-26-june/
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
http://www.pllf.org.uk

