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Dear PLer, 

Well, we got there! Welcome to this 
year’s bumper Christmas edition, and 
we very much hope you enjoy the 
lovely Christmassy pictures inside. 

It’s been a tough year, with staff, 
students and, of course, our families 
negotiating the challenges of covid in 
and out of school, but we’ve made it 
work, and I’m delighted that we have 
been able to finish the year in such 
an upbeat way. 

Amongst the Christmas items in this 
week’s PLus you’ll also find good 
examples of the great learning that 
has kept going to the final week, and 
that really sums up what PL is all 
about—learning together and 
enjoying ourselves. 

Thank you to all our students, our 
families and, of course, our 
wonderful staff for making PL a 
special place to be, not just at 
Christmas, but throughout the year. 
We really appreciate everyone’s 
contributions, and look forward to 
next term, and all that will bring. 

We don’t yet know, of course, 
exactly what next term will bring, but 
we’ll be ready for any eventuality. 
We’re getting used to this now!  

Until then, I hope you have a relaxing 
and enjoyable Christmas, and a very 
Happy New Year.  

And who knew Santa wears shorts?  

Gavin Clark,  
Headteacher 
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Christmas Concert 2021 

This year’s online Christmas Concert can be found 
here. Open this link and a number of musical 
items will follow, one after the other. Our 
Christmas Concert is a festive highlight for many 
members of our community, but in the meantime 
this is the next best thing! We very much hope to 
see you in person next year. 

Our Christmas Concert is normally a fund-raiser 
for our music department. In the absence of a live 
event we have set up a Localgiving page here. If 
you would like to leave a donation, no matter how 
small, to support the work of the Music 
Department, that would be hugely appreciated. 

A very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from the students and staff of Preston Lodge High School! 
 

Talent Show 2021 

After a two year gap our hugely popular Talent Show returned to PL today, and we had a great time. Following 
covid guidelines a very small audience kept participants in the hall to a maximum of 50, and despite having to 
follow strict rules for musical performance our students created a great show!  

The students who had so far achieved the most epraise points were given first chance to snap up the limited 
tickets available, whilst further students were randomly selected to receive a chance to join the fun.  

A great time was had by all, and many congratulations to the following students: 

3rd place: S1 Girls Dance—All I want for Christmas is you 

2nd place: Sula McDonald—The Monarch Song  

Winners: Cameron, Mark and Andrew—Wave of Multilation 

House Winner: Gosford. Moves Like Jagger 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MhlPHg0jzIw&list=PLlrJzerYmh02FsdRinSZzmWDG711mJ8mm
https://localgiving.org/PLHSChristmasConcert
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S6 Charities Committee  

This week the S6 Charities Committee organised the annual Wear 
something Festive Day, where everyone was invited to dress in 
anything Christmassy in return for a small donation to charity.  

They also produced a 'Christmas quiz', which was sold at 50p-a-go 
around the school. The entries with all answers correct were put in 
a hat and a winner drawn. The prize was a Christmas hamper, and 
our very own Mrs Dempsey in PE was the winner!  

A festive fun-filled day at PL! 

Fiona Grant-MacDonald 

£203.15 raised—East Lothian Sunday chicken dinners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Countdown to Christmas! 

The final instalment of Robin Hill’s 
magical Christmas Assemblies can be 
found here. 

Many thanks, Robin, for bringing the 
Christmas message to us all in such an 
inventive and hugely enjoyable way! 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Byc_taasQg
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THANK YOU! 

A massive thank you to every single person who has 
contributed in any way to our staff fundraising efforts this 
term.  Covid continues to bring challenges for us all, but it 
has not dimmed our desire to make a difference to 
others less fortunate than ourselves. 

In one term we have donated: 

£210 – Cancer Research  

£210 – St Columba’s Hospice  

£150 - CRY 

£1000 – Aidan’s Magical Gifts  

£50 –Marie Curie 

£300 – Maggie’s at the WGH  

 £1920!!!!!!! IN TOTAL 

In addition we donated a HUGE amount of toiletries to Women’s Aid and a MASSIVE amount of food to the East 
Lothian Chicken Dinners.  Our lovely HE staff and students have also provided shortbread for the senior citizens in 
our community. 

To every single person who has bought a raffle ticket/square for the Boozy bottle; made tasty bites; came to the 
Tasty bite event; donated food and toiletries and put up with my constant requests for money, thank you.   

You will never truly know the difference you have made to a family or individual.  PL is certainly a school that puts 
the community right at the heart of everything we do. 

Julia Robertson 

 

 

Cakes a plenty! 

Here are just some of the beautiful Christmas cakes made by the S3 School of Baking 

Eluned Michael 
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Merry Christmas to our Senior Citizens 

Whilst our annual Senior Citizens concert was cancelled for the second year in a row we were delighted to be able 
to visit Harlawhill Day Centre, with a small group of students, to provide some entertainment.   

It was so lovely to see some of the older members of our community.  We also presented bags of shortbread to 
them (and to other groups in our community), thanks to our HE students and staff. 

Julia Robertson 
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Festive Doors! 

Well done to our staff and students for a beautiful array of door decorations! Thank you to PLers Viv Donaldson 
and Moira Pow, who were our covid-safe, remote judges, sifting through a mighty array of festive doors. 

The winners were: 

 

Highly commended  

Jukebox – C McNeill 

Light up Tunnocks tree – S Munro 

Tree with mouse - CDT 

 

Greatest student involvement 

ELPS 

 

Cutest door 

Santa stuck in the chimney – CDT 

 

Best educational message 

Recycling messages - Marine environment group and J Tracey  
 

Best overall door 

3rd place: The gift of giving 

Julie Lowe and the students connected to the Charitable Trust 

2nd place: Advent with accompanying video The Making of the Door!  
PE department  

AND THE OVERALL WINNER  … 

1st place: Advent with accompanying rendition of the 12 Days of 
Christmas (the alternative version)  

The Ladies of the Office 

 

Thank you to everyone who took part  

We are donating £50 to Marie Curie 

 

Julia Robertson 
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Edinburgh Dungeons 

Last Wednesday a group of S3’s set off for The 
Edinburgh Dungeons, the first drama trip since 2019.  
As part of the drama curriculum, S3 drama pupils 
explore production areas such as lighting, sound 
design, make-up design, costume design, props and 
set design.  What better way to see how these all 
come together than at a trip to The  Edinburgh 
Dungeon? 

From the outset a lot of the pupils were anxious about 
what to expect.  Although some of the group had 
been there before, they did little to re-assure their 
classmates that all was going to be well.  In fact, they 
enjoyed winding up their classmates, trying to make 
the experience even more frightening, to provoke fear 
in everybody at every opportunity! 

A highlight of the trip was The Green Lady.  The set moved violently as The Green Lady ‘approached’.  Moments 
later, there was a stillness in the room, a high pitched scream and blackout! As the lights snapped back on, The 
Green Lady stood there front and centre out of nowhere, dress ripped and torn, and her all made-up looking 
deathly, with pale face, scarring and chains hanging from her costume.   AAAGHHH! 

In summary, all the pupils were brilliantly behaved, and all seemed to have a great time, and were able to see how 
all of these production areas came together to providing a frighteningly good experience.   

Campbell McNeil 
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Renewable Energy in S1 Science 

IC3 science have been learning about renewable energy. Their task was 
to power an Island or City with a given budget. They had to research 
which renewable energy would provide and be suitable for the number 
of homes, the conditions and terrain of their location. Here are their 
ideas presented as fantastic posters. Well Done 1C3 !! 

Elaine Cargill 
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Travel & Tourism visit to Archerfield Walled Garden  

Senior pupils studying Travel & Tourism enjoyed a visit to Archerfield Walled Garden last Friday. The group was 
blessed with a beautiful sunny day for a tour of the gardens by Head Gardener, Erica. The 7 pupils learned about 
the history of the walled garden, going back to the 18th century, then had a tour of the grounds. As a popular local 
tourist attraction, alongside the café and shop, the gardening team are kept busy all year. To complete the 
Employability unit of their course and gain some experience of the world of work, the group soon heated up from 
the cold by shovelling and laying woodchip around some of the willow dens. As a thank you for their hard work and 
efforts, the group were rewarded with a drink in the café before heading back to school.  

Lisa Mitchell and Rebecca MacLennan 
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Period Products 

Well done to Molly Gryzbowski, and many other S6 students, 
who have kick-started our school’s approach to distributing free 
period products to our students and their families. 

Their striking poster led to a good number of our students 
picking up the period products, provided as part of the Scottish 
Government initiative. 

We look forward to them continuing their great work next term! 

Growing Future Assets  

Well done to Libby McLeod, Annaliese Mack, Fizaa Muhammed and Caitlin Heaney, who have submitted a strong 
entry to the Growing Future Assets investment competition. They have worked hard, undertaking an analysis of 
Nike, and working with their investment mentor Angus Tulloch. They will find out if they have reached the next 
stage in January, with the chance to win £1000 for the school and £200 each in vouchers.  

Kate Gascoigne 
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 PLEASE HELP RAISE FREE FUNDS FOR PRESTON LODGE  

(WHEN YOU SHOP ONLINE THIS CHRISTMAS) 

Please remember to use easyfundraising when you do your Christmas shopping this year. 

Over 6,000 shops and sites will donate to Preston Lodge High School for FREE when you use easyfundraising to 
shop with them.  You can raise donations for the school when you buy anything from decorations and festive food 
to gifts like toys, jewellery, tech, experiences and more! 

These donations really help us and all you have to do is use easyfundraising when you’re ordering the things you’ll 
be buying anyway. 

#ThisMeansMore than gifts for loved ones. It means donations that help make a difference in our school and 
community. 

All you have to do is sign up to the portal using the following link:  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/prestonlodgelf/?utm_campaign=raise-
more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=rm-chtms21-e1  

 

Thank you! 

Julie Lowe 

Head of Development 

  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/prestonlodgelf/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=rm-chtms21-e1
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/prestonlodgelf/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=rm-chtms21-e1
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School Lottery  

The Results are in! Congratulations to our local weekly Preston Lodge High School lottery winner, Ms M from 
Prestonpans, on Saturday 11th December.  

If you would like to help us raise essential school funds and haven't signed up yet, you can visit our lottery here - 
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school 

There is a guaranteed cash prize every week, Christmas prizes and the chance to win up to £25,000!  

Thank you for your support.  

Julie Lowe  

Head of Development 

Preston Lodge Learning Foundation  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school
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Financial Support Available to Families 
Clothing Grants 

Some families are eligible for a Clothing Grant.  If this may apply to you, please visit the Free School Meals and 
Clothing Grants area of the East Lothian Council website for further information.  

If you would like some help completing these forms, support is available on the East Lothian Council website, or 
email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk. We will be happy to help you. 

 

 

 

Community Fund 

A combination of corporate funding secured by the Preston Lodge Learning Foundation, and money from our Pupil 
Equity Fund means that we are able to offer immediate support to all families who need it, breaking down financial 
barriers to learning. This year we have also been delighted to receive generous support for school uniform costs for 
specific students from the Preston Seton Gosford Area Partnership.  

This Community Fund is available to all families, and we very much encourage families to apply for a confidential, 
quick grant if they need support. 

Grants are expected to be in the region of £10 to £50, but all applications are considered on an individual 
basis.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, and members of the wider community. 

An application form is available on school’s website here and please email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 
or call 01875 811170if you have any questions. 

Visit www.pllf.org.uk to find out more about the school’s charitable Trust, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation,  

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

 

 Dates for Your Diary! 

Friday 17 December All Break 

Wednesday 5 January All Resume 

Monday 10 January P7 Virtual Open Evening 7pm 

Thursday 13 January Parent Council meeting 7-9pm 

Monday 24 January Senior Phase prelims start 

Wednesday 2 February S2 Period 2 Target Setting/Tracking sent to parents 

Friday 4 February  Senior Phase prelims end 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2020/06/26/community-fund-application-form-updated-26-june/
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
http://www.pllf.org.uk

