
 

 

Preston Lodge is a community of learning.  We value achievement, happiness and respect.                        3 December 2021 

Dear PLer, 

It’s a bumper edition of PLus this week. Whether 
it’s football, maths, mysteries, climate change or 
a little bit of Christmas magic ... it’s all in here! 

Well done to our students for representing PL so 
well, in and out of school, and thank you to the 
many staff who make such so many opportunities 
available for our students. 

On that theme, we’ve set parents and carers 
some optional homework. Would you like to 

nominate one of our hard-working staff for a PL 
Star Award? The details all on page 3. 

We are also hoping that all friends of PL will help 
raise funds for our school at no additional cost by 
joining our school’s easyfundraising scheme this 
Christmas - you can find more on page 4. 

I hope you have a great weekend.  

Gavin Clark, Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/prestonlodgelf/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=rm-chtms21-e1
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Aidan’s Magical Gifts 

We received this lovely 
message from Edinburgh 
Children’s Hospital Charity this 
week: 

I’m delighted to attach photos 
of Day 2 of our Christmas 
Living Advent Calendar, which 
was very kindly supported by 
Preston Lodge High School. 
Tricky Ricky put on a 
marvellous performance in the 
Pod with his fantastic festive 
full show with lots of jokes, 
magic and even some festive 
singalongs—entertaining all 
ages. Afterwards Ricky went 
round to see some of the 
children who couldn’t leave 
their wards. 

Thank you so much for 
supporting ECHC’s Christmas 
Living Advent Calendar this 
year, you have helped bring so 
many smiles to children and 
families treated in hospital 
during the festive season and 
throughout the year.  

Merry Christmas! 

Fiona Brian, Fundraiser 

 

 

Countdown to Christmas! 

… and our very own local 
magician,  Rev Dr Robin Hill, 
has also got in on the magic. 

You can find the second of 
Robin Hill’s magical Christmas 
messages here. 

We hope you enjoy it! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D66cI78bAzg
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Staff Star Awards 

East Lothian Council ask for nominations from the community for members 
of staff who deserve recognition for making a difference.   

At PL we have launched our own Staff Awards.  Each month members of 
staff nominate colleagues who have made a difference to them through 
their actions.  It doesn’t need to be anything big, but has just made their 
day better.   

In the run up to Christmas we’d like to invite parents/carers and members 
of the PL community to drop us an email if you think a member of the PL 
staff has made a difference to you or your son/daughter. 

Email jrobertson@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk with a brief sentence or 
two about why you’d like to nominate a member of staff.  Closing date for 
nominations is Wednesday 8 December. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jrobertson@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
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 PLEASE HELP RAISE FREE FUNDS FOR PRESTON LODGE  

(WHEN YOU SHOP ONLINE THIS CHRISTMAS) 

Please remember to use easyfundraising when you do your Christmas shopping this year. 

Over 6,000 shops and sites will donate to Preston Lodge High School for FREE when you use easyfundraising to 
shop with them.  You can raise donations for the school when you buy anything from decorations and festive food 
to gifts like toys, jewellery, tech, experiences and more! 

These donations really help us and all you have to do is use easyfundraising when you’re ordering the things you’ll 
be buying anyway. 

#ThisMeansMore than gifts for loved ones. It means donations that help make a difference in our school and 
community. 

All you have to do is sign up to the portal using the following link:  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/prestonlodgelf/?utm_campaign=raise-
more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=rm-chtms21-e1  

 

Thank you! 

Julie Lowe 

Head of Development 

  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/prestonlodgelf/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=rm-chtms21-e1
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/prestonlodgelf/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=rm-chtms21-e1
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Three School Girls’ Football Tournament 

Recently we had a girls’ football tournament at 
PL, hosted on the 3G with over 70 girls 
attending from PL, Dunbar and Knox. We had 
two senior girls coaching—Georgia Murray and 
Olivia Ramsay—as well as Adam Hanratty and 
Daniel Combe as referees as part of their 
Platinum Youth Achievement Award course. All 
four pupils were excellent, and a credit to the PE 
department and the school. The other schools 
mentioned how well our seniors came across, 
and how much of a positive role model they are 
for the girls who played in the matches. 

One referee didn’t turn up, so I asked Aaron O’Donnell in S1 to help. He was so excited to help out and ended up 
being referee for five matches! Aaron is the youngest volunteer I have ever asked to help out in the 14 years I have 
been at PL, but he was brilliant and deserves special mention. The members of staff from other schools could not 
believe he was S1 and that he was so positive about helping out! 

The tournament was a great success, and well done to all the students involved. 

Graeme Bennion, Active Schools Coordinator 
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Scottish Cup Success 

Well done to our U15s football team, who progressed to the next round of the Scottish cup with a 3-2 win over 
James Gillespies.  Hard fought win with the boys workind hard and play with PL pride. 

Man of the match was Joshua Gray. 

 

Young Volunteer of the Month 

Congratulations to Adam Hanratty who is the Young Volunteer of the 
Month for November.   

Adam has been a great help with football at PL and in the primary 
schools within the cluster, as well as his role as a PL young ambassador.   

Thanks for all your help Adam! 
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Who wants to be a Millionaire? 

This week 1A2 revised their algebra work by playing Who Wants to be a Millionaire?. We made it as real as 
possible with lifelines – I was the host and our S6 peer support student Lewis was the phone-a-friend option, and 
they could ask their classmates, with the 50/50 option available too. The class were hopeful there was actually £1 
million up for grabs, but I offered them a compromise of some e-praise points for taking part instead! They worked 
brilliantly together in teams and were eager to reach that final question! Well done 1A2!  

Steven Grady 
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Board in Maths! 

S1 have been studying Algebra recently. Here they are, 
putting into practice all their hard work in a board game, 
which became quite competitive amongst the pupils. 
Good fun was had by all!  

Fiona de Havilland 
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Some of our S3 Geographers were proud to accept their official certificates awarded by the Carbon Literacy Project 
after successfully completing their online climate change course delivered by the charity Keep Scotland Beautiful. 

The students looked at their own impact on the climate and committed to their own climate change reduction 
action, as well as looking at what would be possible for us as a school and a community.   

These ideas were then assessed by the Carbon Literacy project, and the successful students awarded their 
certificates in class.  The certificate confirms the students have met the requirements of the Carbon Literacy 
Standard and are now officially regarded as carbon literate. 

Well done to all who took part. 

L Mitchell, Geography 
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S5 Employability Programme 

S5 students have been meeting a range of employers and developing skills to prepare for life after school. Classes 
heard from Joe at Fort Kinnaird Recruitment and Skills Centre, who delivered a workshop on the do’s and don’ts of 
CV writing. Pupils were surprised to hear that over 80% of applications received hadn’t been passed on to 
employers as they weren’t good enough quality! Having heard some top tips, the students are now feeling more 
prepared to write their own CV’s. 

We were delighted to have our first in-person visit of the year, welcoming Arlene and Jemma from Whitekirk Hill. 
With so many vacancies within the hospitality sector, which has suffered badly from the Covid pandemic and 
Brexit, it was a great chance for pupils to hear some insights from a local employer who spoke of the vast range of 
career opportunities within hospitality, and the skills studentss would need to succeed in the sector. Arlene spoke 
about the importance of having the right attitude, and being able to smile!  

We look forward to welcoming Joe from Fort Kinnaird Recruitment and Skills Centre back next week so explore 
interview skills.  

Rebecca Maclennan, DYW Coordinator 
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Library News 

Another New Library Club! 
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 Overdue Library Books Amnesty 

Please return your overdue library books!  

There has been a considerable increase in students forgetting to return their 
library books this term. Many students have reserved and are waiting to 
borrow these overdue books. 

No matter how late, please return them to Mr France or pop them in the 
dropbox - no questions asked! 

If you have lost or accidentally damaged a book, come and speak with Mr 
France and we can come to an arrangement – there will be no charges for lost 
or accidentally damaged books borrowed before December (although 
chocolate coins are accepted!). 

 

 

 

 

PL Page Turners (S1-S3) 

Many thanks to Walker Books UK and The Reading Agency for donating twelve copies of 
Ross Montgomery’s new book The Chime Seekers to our book group, The PL Page Turners, 
to read and review. Each student received a copy of the book to keep and I managed to 
stash one away for the library before they all disappeared! The Chime Seekers delves deep 
into the fantastical and uncanny realms of British folklore and we look forward to stepping 
into a world of faerie tricks, changelings, hidden danger and heart-stopping adventure! 
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 Issues Online 

 

Issues Online is designed to support studies in a broad range of topics, particularly social issues relevant to young 
people today. 

Thousands of articles, statistics and infographs are instantly available to help with research and assignments. New 
titles available from the library and at issuesonline.co.uk (pop to the library for login details). 

Derek France, School Librarian 

 

https://www.issuesonline.co.uk/subscription/login
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Raising Agents 

Reverse Advent Calendar 

Firstly, we are doing a reverse advent calendar which will 
be donated to the East Lothian Sunday Fresh Chicken 
Dinner Boxes (check them out on Facebook).  This is a 
calendar which gives back.  Instead of opening the door to 
reveal a chocolate (or other item!) you do the giving 

The East Lothian Sunday Fresh Chicken Dinner Boxes was 
started by a Prestonpans lady – Jane Russell.  They deliver 
all over East Lothian and have the backing of some of our 
ex-students (Josh Taylor is a big supporter, as well as Owen 
Smith and many others).  Adon Davie won an award at our 
recent Prize-giving for his ongoing support.   

Their aim is to provide a Christmas turkey dinner box for 
those in need. 

They are particularly looking for: 

 Shortbread 

 Mince pies 

 Turkey gravy granules 

 Crackers (for the table) 

 Small boxes of chocolate 

 Boxes of biscuits 

 Hot chocolate 

 Spray cream 

 Christmas cake 

 Ham stock cubes 

 Tinfoil 

 Oatcakes 

If any parent/carer or friend of the school would like to contribute to our collection please pass any items direct 
to Mrs Robertson’s office, or ring our buzzer and a member of the office team will come out and collect your 
donation—we are still not allowed visitors in school! 

 

Women’s Aid 

Our second venture is to collect toiletries, sanitary products, toothbrushes 
etc to donate to the local branch of Women's Aid.  They are very grateful 
for our donations each year.  The Christmas period is a time when 
domestic violence increases and many women have to flee their homes 
without basic provisions.   

Again, any contributions would be very much appreciated, and well 
used. 

Julia Robertson (on behalf of the Raising Agents) 
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School Lottery 

The Results are in! Congratulations to our local weekly Preston Lodge High School lottery winner, Mrs M on 
Saturday 27 November. 

If you would like to help us raise essential school funds and haven't signed up yet, you can visit our lottery here - 
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school 

There is a guaranteed cash prize every week, Christmas prizes and the chance to win up to £25,000!  

Thank you for your support.  

Julie Lowe  

Head of Development 

Preston Lodge Learning Foundation  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school
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Financial Support Available to Families 
Clothing Grants 

Some families are eligible for a Clothing Grant.  If this may apply to you, please visit the Free School Meals and 
Clothing Grants area of the East Lothian Council website for further information.  

If you would like some help completing these forms, support is available on the East Lothian Council website, or 
email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk. We will be happy to help you. 

 

 

 

Community Fund 

A combination of corporate funding secured by the Preston Lodge Learning Foundation, and money from our Pupil 
Equity Fund means that we are able to offer immediate support to all families who need it, breaking down financial 
barriers to learning. This year we have also been delighted to receive generous support for school uniform costs for 
specific students from the Preston Seton Gosford Area Partnership.  

This Community Fund is available to all families, and we very much encourage families to apply for a confidential, 
quick grant if they need support. 

Grants are expected to be in the region of £10 to £50, but all applications are considered on an individual 
basis.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, and members of the wider community. 

An application form is available on school’s website here and please email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 
or call 01875 811170if you have any questions. 

Visit www.pllf.org.uk to find out more about the school’s charitable Trust, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation,  

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

 

 Dates for Your Diary! 

Monday 6 December P7 Parents’ Virtual Event (evening) - new date 

Wednesday 8 December S2 Parents’ Evening 

Wednesday 15 December Senior Phase Target Setting/Tracking period 2 sent to parents 

Friday 17 December All Break 

Wednesday 5 January All Resume 

Monday 24 January Senior Phase prelims start 

Wednesday 2 February S2 Period 2 Target Setting/Tracking sent to parents 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2020/06/26/community-fund-application-form-updated-26-june/
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
http://www.pllf.org.uk

