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Dear PLer, 

A very Happy New Year from PL! I hope you 
had a good break, and we’re all looking 
forward to the year ahead. 

Covid remains a challenge, for sure, and our 
thoughts and best wishes go to our families 
affected by self-isolation.  Everyone is hopeful 
that 2022 will be less significantly affected by 
covid than last year. 

This is an incredibly busy time for senior 
students facing up to prelim examinations, 
and we wish them the very best of luck over 
the coming weeks. There is an impressive 
sense of focus and determination in school, 
and our staff are doing all they can to support 
students achieve the results they hope for.  

At the start of the year we always focus in on our 
Aims and Values. This year we remain, as ever, 
committed to learning, achievement, respect, 
community and happiness. These aims and 
values are not just words. They are who we are. 

Our dedicated staff and supportive families, our 
well-connected community and, of course, our 
wonderful students mean that 2022 can be a 
great year for PL, We look forward to working 
with you to make sure that it is! 

#proudtobePL 

Gavin Clark,  
Headteacher 
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Staffing Update 

This term we welcome Kate Gascoigne into our Business Education scheme as a permanent replacement for Claire 
Simpson, who retired at the end of last term. Just before the break we were pleased to appoint Megan 
McDonaugh, an Art teacher with us last year, to a part-time Scottish Government funded position until the 
summer. Welcome back, Megan! 

Graeme Bennion, our Active Schools Coordinator, will be absent for a period of time, and in his absence Mark 
Urwin, ELC Active Schools Coordinator and Ross’s Active School Coordinator, will take his place. Due to his other 
commitments Mark will only be in the building on a Monday, a Wednesday and some Fridays, and he can be 
contacted on murwin@elcschool.org.uk . 

 

Young Persons’ Free Bus Travel Scheme for Under 22s  

In light of the current situation with the pandemic, applications are now open, but 
the launch of the national marketing campaign, including the campaign website, will 
be postponed until a later date. Further information will be provided in this 
weekend’s update email. 

Given the developing situation with the pandemic, the decision has been taken not to 
heavily market the scheme (which proactively encourages bus travel) at this time.  

That said, it is important that children and young people who rely on the bus for 
essential travel are still able to apply to access free bus travel from 31 January. There 
is no prescribed list of what constitutes essential travel – it will differ for different 
children, young people and families. It might include travel for education, training, 
work, care or health reasons, so applications are open to all eligible children and 
young people from 10 January as planned, but Transport Scotland are encouraging 
those young people for whom bus travel is essential to apply at this stage.  

Information about the scheme and how to apply is available at the Transport Scotland website and on East Lothian 
Council’s website. The full launch of the multi-channel marketing campaign will be delayed until there is a 
reduction in transmission of COVID-19.  

This approach aims to help reduce pressure on local councils processing applications while ensuring 5-21 year olds 
for whom bus travel is essential are able to access the scheme from 31 January.  

Key Messages 

 Applications for the scheme have opened on 10 January as planned.  

 However, please only apply if you do need to make essential journeys by bus from 31 January.  

 There are a range of application routes to suit everyone and ensure that all 5- 21 year olds can benefit from 
the scheme. 

 Information on how to apply can be found on the Transport Scotland website. All other eligible applicants 
will be encouraged to apply at a later date when the situation with the pandemic has improved.  

 Even if you already have a National Entitlement Card or Young Scot National Entitlement Card, you must 
apply for a new or replacement card to travel by bus for free.  

 If you do have to make an essential journey by bus, you must follow the latest Scottish Government COVID-
19 guidance at all times  

 

mailto:murwin@elcschool.org.uk
https://www.transport.gov.scot/concessionary-travel/young-persons-free-bus-travel-scheme/
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210566/roads_and_transport/12084/national_entitlement_card/9
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210566/roads_and_transport/12084/national_entitlement_card/9
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Library News 

Happy New Year to all staff, students and their families! All library clubs will restart next week - here is 
the handy timetable, for those who asked. If you are (or know) a student who might be interested in any 
of our clubs, pop to the library for a chat with Mr France. 

Twitter Competition Winners 

At the end of last year we were delighted to win a competition on Twitter run by a company called ePlatform 
Digital Libraries, receiving £250 of Waterstones Book Vouchers!! This is a huge boost for students and will help 
replenish the library’s collection with much needed contemporary fiction and non-fiction.  
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New Library Club (Re)Launch! 
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Shoosh - East Lothian Libraries Podcast 

I was lucky to spend some time with Nicola Davies, zoologist and children’s author, and one of the original 
presenters (with Terry Nutkins and Chris Packham) of the BBC Children’s wildlife programme, The Really Wild 
Show. Amongst many other things, we managed to talk about her wonderful new book, The Song That Sings Us 
(available to borrow from the library). You can listen to the episode here or search for Shoosh on Spotify.  

 

 

Book of the Week 

The Crossing by Manjeet Mann 

WINNER OF THE COSTA CHILDREN'S BOOK AWARD 2021 - a trailblazing novel 
about two teenagers from opposite worlds; The Crossing is a profound story of 
hope, grief, and the very real tragedies of the refugee crisis. 
 
The sea carries our pain. The stars carry our future. 
 
Natalie's world is falling apart. She's just lost her mum and her brother marches 
the streets of Dover full of hate and anger. Swimming is her only refuge. 
 
Sammy has fled his home and family in Eritrea for the chance of a new life in 
Europe. Every step he takes on his journey is a step into an unknown and 
unwelcoming future. 
 
A twist of fate brings them together and gives them both hope. But is hope 
enough to mend a broken world? 

 

Derek France, School Librarian 

https://anchor.fm/east-lothian-libraries
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A brutal, yet eerily close depiction of the modern teenage years 

A review of HBO’s hit series “Euphoria”  

By Xander Totten, 

Student Reporter 

In the summer of 2019 American TV service HBO released their hit show “Euphoria”. A coming of age story 
focusing on the character of Rue, a rehabilitating teenage drug addict and her story through high school and the 
struggles connected with being a teenager in today's world.  

Most commonly compared to the UK cult classic “Skins”, Sam Levinson's ten episode hit series is a new take on  
contemporary teenage life. An exploration of life as a teen, covering many different and dangerous aspects of life 
such as sexuality, addiction, relationships and peer pressure, has helped etch itself into TV legacy. An aesthetically 
pleasing series, defined by colourful lighting, fast paced film-making and extravagant makeup, this show has grown 
in popularity due the style many have begun to use for social media trends.  

However not all of the series can be colourful and trendy. With a dark side focusing on the harsh reality of the 
teenage years such as drug use and peer pressure. Exemplified in the character of Rue, brilliantly portrayed by 
Zendaya, her character is used to show the horrible aspects of what drugs can do to people and relationships. Her 
character is written much like a Shakespearean tragedy and how everything good in her life ends due to the flaw of 
her addiction. She tries to overcome this, and nearly does, but one setback leads her back to the initial pain she 
was suffering from at the start of the series.  

Upon release and many people’s first viewing, it could be believed that the show is romanticising the ideas it 
explores: which I have to disagree with. The harrowing and very graphic depictions help cement these themes as 
serious issues, thus not making them appealing in the slightest. A dark show with an adult look on life is something 
new and somewhat refreshing, even after the difficult scenes viewers are subjected to.  

Euphoria is available on SKY On Demand.  

Euphoria bonus episodes are also available on SKY On Demand 

Season Two of Euphoria begins January 10th 2021 on SKY Atlantic 

Euphoria is rated 16+ and should not be watched by those younger than the recommended age rating. 
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School Lottery  

The Results are in! Congratulations to our local weekly Preston Lodge High School lottery winners over the festive 
period.   

Saturday 18th December – Mrs S from Prestonpans 

Saturday 25th December – Mrs W from Prestonpans 

Saturday 1st January – Mrs D  from Prestonpans 

Saturday 8th January – Mr C from Longniddry  

If you would like to help us raise essential school funds and haven't signed up yet, you can visit our lottery here - 
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school 

There is a guaranteed cash prize 
every week, Christmas prizes and 
the chance to win up to £25,000!  

Thank you for your support.  

Julie Lowe  

Head of Development 

Preston Lodge Learning Foundation  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school
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Financial Support Available to Families 
Clothing Grants 

Some families are eligible for a Clothing Grant.  If this may apply to you, please visit the Free School Meals and 
Clothing Grants area of the East Lothian Council website for further information.  

If you would like some help completing these forms, support is available on the East Lothian Council website, or 
email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk. We will be happy to help you. 

 

 

 

Community Fund 

A combination of corporate funding secured by the Preston Lodge Learning Foundation, and money from our Pupil 
Equity Fund means that we are able to offer immediate support to all families who need it, breaking down financial 
barriers to learning. This year we have also been delighted to receive generous support for school uniform costs for 
specific students from the Preston Seton Gosford Area Partnership.  

This Community Fund is available to all families, and we very much encourage families to apply for a confidential, 
quick grant if they need support. 

Grants are expected to be in the region of £10 to £50, but all applications are considered on an individual 
basis.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, and members of the wider community. 

An application form is available on school’s website here and please email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 
or call 01875 811170if you have any questions. 

Visit www.pllf.org.uk to find out more about the school’s charitable Trust, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation,  

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

 

 Dates for Your Diary! 

Friday 21 January Senior Phase prelims start (please note new start date) 

Wednesday 2 February S2 Period 2 Target Setting/Tracking sent to parents 

Monday 7 February  Senior Phase prelims end (please note new end date) 

Tuesday 8 February S3 Parents’ Evening 4.30-6.30pm—Virtual event 

Monday 21 February In-service Day 4 

Tuesday 22 February DTP and Men ACWY vaccine—S3 students and any seniors previously missed 

Wednesday 2 March S3 recommendations sent to parents 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2020/06/26/community-fund-application-form-updated-26-june/
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
http://www.pllf.org.uk

