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Dear PLer, 

It’s been a great week back in school—
it’s been lovely to see our students’ 
smiling faces all over the building. 

Next week sees a further relaxation of 
safety measures in Scottish schools, and 
a full update on our new approaches will 
be with students and families this 
weekend. Our community has come 
through so much, and even though our 
approaches will change, safety will 
remain our top priority. 

It’s a very bookish PLus this week—next 
Thursday is World Book Day, but at PL, of 
course, it will be World Book Week. 
Thank you to Derek France and his very 
hard working team of Young Librarians 
for putting together a fantastic range of 
events. You can read more inside. 

Finally, a very well done to our Enhanced 
Learning Provision students, and our S6 
Charities committee for putting together 
a really impressive event on the last day 
of last term. You can read more on page 
3. 

I hope everyone has a good weekend. 

Gavin Clark,  

Headteacher 

 

Wow! Max Cymber’s 

Viking Longship ... 
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Viking Longships 

1Se2 have demonstrated their knowledge of Vikings and their creativity brilliantly by creating their own longships! 
Some were made with paper mache, some were hand drawn and some were created on Minecraft! I am delighted 
with the results - well done all!  

Laura Illingworth, PT Humanities 

Aidan’s Magical Gifts – Easter eggs – can you help? 

We raised £1000 before Christmas to donate to Aidan’s Magical Gifts (set up by our own Aidan Hogg and his 
mum) to allow them to provide fantastic gift bags to all children and young people in the Royal Hospital for 

Children and Young People over Christmas. 

Their aim is to give every child and young person an Easter egg.  Preston Lodge HS will be a drop off point.  If 
you can donate an Easter egg – of any size - please drop it off at our school office. Thanks! 
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Enterprise Event for the 'Tree of Hope': a collaboration between the Enhanced Learning Provision and the S6 
Charity Committee 

On Friday 11th February 2022, the students within the Enhanced 
Learning Provision, in collaboration with the S6 Charity Committee 
both hosted and participated in an Enterprise-Charity Event to raise 
both awareness and money for the 'Tree of Hope' Registered Charity.   

This charity helps children and young people with a disability or illness 
by supporting their families to raise the money they need to pay for 
the specialist care that is not freely available through the UK 
healthcare system. Our charity event was inspired by one of our very 
own students within the Enhanced Learning Provision, who has 
received help from the 'Tree of Hope' in the past.   

The event took place during an extended morning break and consisted 
of a truly-scrumptious cake and beautifully-creative craft sale. Our very 
talented S6 students had baked some 'Valentine's Day' themed cakes 
in the chosen colours of both pink and green, which represent not only 
the 'Tree of Hope' colours but are also the favourite colours of our 
ELPs student who was the inspiration behind the event!  

The equally talented grandmother of the student also created, 
knitted and generously donated a very wide range of 
wonderful crafts including bags, dolls, booties for babies, 
magnets and key-rings.  

Members of our fantastic Support for Learning team also very 
kindly donated money, as well as items of jewellery for us to 
sell. Thank you so much to EVERYONE in the school 
community for your amazing support in buying our goods and 
supporting our chosen charity! We managed to raise a brilliant 
£285.71! 

Our staff were able to successfully link the event into several 
very important curriculum areas and life skills. The students 
were involved in creating and designing greeting cards (Art & 
Design), budgeting and costing (Money within Numeracy) as well 
as active team work and confidence-building (Health & Well-
Being).  

Our main curriculum focus, however, was Literacy and the 
students were involved in talking and listening skills, writing 
persuasive letters and, most importantly, they took on the 
challenge of a BIG advertising campaign!   

The students, with help from S5 and S6 work-experience students, created bold, colourful and  persuasive-
language posters and very confidently distributed these around the corridors of the school. They were certainly 
very successful in their special mission, as not only did both students and staff attend the bake and craft sale but 
also Supergirl and Batman made very special appearances too!  

Very well done to the AMAZING students within LZ4 and the S6 Charity Committee. We are all so proud of you for 
hosting such a magnificent and important fund-raising event prior to half term!  

Avril Rodger, Support for Learning teacher 
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Library News 

World Book Day 3rd March 2022 

2022 is the 25th anniversary of World Book Day and we have some special events 
planned to celebrate. See the posters below for more details. The (S1-S3) PL Page 
Turners book group are interviewing members of staff on their reading habits with the 
results published next week’s PLus, and the (S4-S6) Page Turners helped design and 
plan an event called The Dystopian Hunger Games. We look forward to playing! 

 

 

 

Reading Ambassadors 

I am recruiting 2 (or more) Reading Ambassadors from each year group (S1 to S6) to promote reading in our 
school. The role is usually part of our Pupil Librarian Scheme, but I’d like to extend the opportunity to pupils who 
are not part of this. The role involves promoting a reading culture throughout school, encouraging others in school 
to read more and find their own love of reading, organising reading events, presenting at assembly, visiting 
primary schools and helping with author events. If you, or anyone you know, is interested, pop to the library for a 
chat and an application form. 

 

Author Event 

The PL Page Turners (s1-s3) tuned in to their first author event of the year on 
Tuesday 22nd February from the Scottish Book Trust - BBC Authors Live: Time 
travel and climate change with Patience Agbabi. Patience was interviewed 
by Janet Forsyth and discussed her novel The Infinite (shortlisted for the 
Scottish Teenage Book Prize). We were invited to submit questions and were 
delighted to hear Alex Gibson’s (2Gr1) question: “We have a question from 
Preston Lodge High School – do you have any tips for young writers?”. 
Patience replied “Keep a notebook, makes notes on your phone. And read, 
read, read – that inspires creativity”. Thanks Patience! 
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Elle McNicoll 

I had the privilege of interviewing 
Elle McNicoll for a CILIP (Chartered 
Institute of Library and Information 
Professionals) School Library Group 
Scotland event. Elle shared the 
unconventional story of how she 
became a published author, and a 
champion for children who deserve 
to see themselves in the stories 
they read. Elle’s books feature 
positive representation within a 
good story, where autism is not the 
plot, but where children can read 
about autistic characters 
experiencing different kinds of 
storyworld adventures, from the 
science-fictional to the fantastical: 
because every child deserves to see 
themselves in all kinds of stories.  

Elle’s talk also highlighted the impact of author visits. On her school visits she talks to children about 
neurodivergence, and explains that people’s minds work in different ways to do the same thing: like Samsungs and 
iPhones. Giving school pupils the opportunity to see and hear from a neurodivergent role model is hugely 
important for all children, but especially neurodivergent children, who can be encouraged to share and celebrate 
the way their mind works. The event was organised mainly for Professional Development for School Librarians 
throughout the UK, but it was such an inspirational evening I thought it worthwhile sharing the recording. You can 
view it on CILIPS YouTube channel. 

 

 

Book of the Week 

 

Pony by R.J. Palacio 

The highly anticipated, unforgettable new story from the internationally bestselling, 
multi-award-winning author of Wonder. 

When Silas Bird wakes in the dead of night, he watches powerlessly as three 
strangers take his father away. Silas is left shaken, scared and alone, except for the 
presence of his companion, Mittenwool… who happens to be a ghost. But then a 
mysterious pony shows up at his door, and Silas knows what he has to do. So begins 
a perilous journey to find his father - a journey that will connect him with his past, 
his future, and the unknowable world around him. 

Pony is destined to become a future classic. 

Derek France, School Librarian 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5zS5iwc-GuA&t=28s
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Kit Stop 

East Lothian Active Schools NEW Kit Stop NEEDS YOUR HELP!  

We are looking for preloved/ no longer used sports clothing & equipment to redistribute back into our 
community. It is important to us to get more young people active, reduce waste & encourage a more sustainable 
environment. 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions it is only pupils at the moment that can hand donations into high schools. All other 
donations can be handed into any of enjoy leisure sports centres. Financial donations are also welcome.  
If you have any further questions about an item you would like to donate please contact Mark Urwin by 
email: murwin@elcschool.org.uk 

mailto:murwin@elcschool.org.uk
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School Lottery  

The Results are in! Congratulations to our local weekly Preston Lodge High School lottery winners Mrs C from 
Prestonpans on the 12 February and Mrs K from Longniddry on 19 February.  

If you would like to help us raise essential school funds and haven't signed up yet, you can visit our lottery here - 
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school 

There is a guaranteed cash prize every week, Christmas prizes and the chance to win up to £25,000!  

Thank you for your support.  

Julie Lowe, Head of Development 

Preston Lodge Learning Foundation  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school
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Financial Support Available to Families 
Clothing Grants 

Some families are eligible for a Clothing Grant.  If this may apply to you, please visit the Free School Meals and 
Clothing Grants area of the East Lothian Council website for further information.  

If you would like some help completing these forms, support is available on the East Lothian Council website, or 
email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk. We will be happy to help you. 

 

 

 

Community Fund 

A combination of corporate funding secured by the Preston Lodge Learning Foundation, and money from our Pupil 
Equity Fund means that we are able to offer immediate support to all families who need it, breaking down financial 
barriers to learning. This year we have also been delighted to receive generous support for school uniform costs for 
specific students from the Preston Seton Gosford Area Partnership.  

This Community Fund is available to all families, and we very much encourage families to apply for a confidential, 
quick grant if they need support. 

Grants are expected to be in the region of £10 to £50, but all applications are considered on an individual 
basis.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, and members of the wider community. 

An application form is available on school’s website here and please email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 
or call 01875 811170if you have any questions. 

Visit www.pllf.org.uk to find out more about the school’s charitable Trust, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation,  

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

 

 Dates for Your Diary! 

Monday 28 February S3 Course choice family meetings open 

Thursday 3 March Parent Council meeting 7-9pm 

Monday 14 March S3 Course choice family meetings close 

Wednesday 16 March Senior Phase Target Setting/Tracking period 3 sent to parents 

Friday 18 March Deadline for S2 electronic course choice forms to be submitted 

Monday 21 March Senior Phase Parents’ Evening A—4.30-6.30pm (virtual event) 

Friday 25 March Deadline for S3 course choice booklets to be submitted 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2020/06/26/community-fund-application-form-updated-26-june/
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
http://www.pllf.org.uk

