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Dear PLer, 

This week students enjoyed new freedoms 
around face coverings in class, but it’s been a 
disconcerting time, with a European war 
forming a backdrop to our relatively sheltered 
lives.  

We have been touched by the concern and care 
so many have expressed for people like us, 
caught up in unimaginable horrors, and we 
support Prestonpans Library’s collection for 
Ukraine. See page 2 for more details. 

Many thanks to Derek France, School Librarian, and 
his team of Student Librarians for making PL’s 
World Book Week such a success.  

In amongst the netball, pancakes, staff-student 
hockey, grilling our MSP and our Travel and 
Tourism student’s Tasty Bites you will find some 
lovely pictures of bookish activities! 

I hope everyone has a great weekend.   

Gavin Clark, Headteacher 
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Staff Update 

We are delighted that Laura Martin, currently DHT (Pupil Support) at Queen Anne High School in Dunfermline is 
the preferred candidate for DHT (Pupil Support) at Preston Lodge from after the Easter break. Yvonne Binks leaves 
us at Easter, with Laura taking over from that point, and we very much look forward to welcoming Laura into PL. 

This week Patrick McLaren and Tom Scott started with us as Pupil Support Workers. They will be supporting the 
Guidance team as part of our covid recovery programme. Audrey Brown also started with us as an ASN Auxilliary, 
and we welcome all three into the PL family. 

 

Ukraine appeal 

A donation box has been set up at 
Prestonpans Library to help the 
Ukrainian people during the current 
conflict.   

The following items are urgently sought: 

 Toiletries (unopened) 

 Good quality winter clothing – 
jackets, hats, scarves, gloves 

 Sanitary products 

 Camping equipment – mats, head torches, sleeping bags, blankets, batteries 

 Items for babies/infants – nappies, clothing, unopened formula 

If you can help please bring your items into the school office and I will arrange to get them to the collection point. 

Thanks 

Julia Robertson 

 

March in March 

This month, with the army cadets, I am going to be 
taking on the March in March walking challenge, to 
raise money for Combat Stress. This group helps 
service personnel, as well as veterans, to look after 
their mental health. All money raised goes to the 
charity and any donation, no matter how big or small, 
would be very much appreciated as it enables the 
charity to do more for veterans and servicemen and 
women. 

Combat Stress is the UK's leading charity for veterans' mental health. For over a century, they've helped former 
servicemen and women deal with issues like trauma, anxiety, depression and post-traumatic stress disorder. 
Today, they provide support to veterans from every service and every conflict.  

You can support my efforts here if you would like to! 

Dillon Rodger, S5 

 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fevents.combatstress.org.uk%2Ffundraisers%2Fdillonrodger%2Fmarchinmarch%3F__FB_PRIVATE_TRACKING__%3D%257B%2522loggedout_browser_id%2522%253A%2522ecf782bc089a93f15b6d3e1b1ef2081a342330db%2522%257D%26fbclid%3DIwAR0
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Art for Ukraine 

Our S1-3 artists are making a lovely sunflower mural in support of Ukraine. Currently standing at 6ft, it's inspired 
both by Van Gogh and the Ukraine's national flower. The mural is still growing, so watch this space!! 

Maia Aitken, Art and Design 
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Staff-Student Hockey 

On Tuesday the students of Preston Lodge challenged 
their teachers to a game of Hockey.  

The student team were off to a strong start after Emily 
Bain scored the first goal of the match, which caused 
the staff team to kick into gear. Carly Mercer retaliated 
with a further two goals to give the staff the lead going 
into the final third. After that the staff team were 
unstoppable with a further 3 goals coming from Mr 
Jessop, Miss Grant and Jessica Hogg.  

After a good fight between the two teams the game 
finished with the Staff winning 5-1. Big thanks and well 
done to all staff and students who came along to play! 

Alice Jones, PE 
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Netball club 

The PLHS Netball club are looking for new members! We train after school on a Monday, 15:30-16:30 and it is a 
great way to keep fit, have fun and make new friends. A netball team consists of 7 players, who all play different 
positions and can only go in specific areas of the court. When a player has the ball, they cannot move/ dribble and 
can only pass or shoot. It is open to everyone - any gender, age or ability.  

On Monday at training, the current members were 
asked why they come along, and this is what they had 
to say: 

'I play Netball so I can make new friends, experiment 
with a new sport, practice hand eye coordination & 
improve my running skills' Estera, Chloe and Denver (S1) 

'I play netball because it's a sport I enjoy and it's fun!' 
Aimee and Emily (S4) 

'I play Netball because it's fun. Everyone is great, it is 
quite competitive (in a good way) and if you want to join 
then come along!' Sula (S6) 

'Netball is a great opportunity to move around and speak 
to new people. It's a good balance of laid back attitude 
and effort applied' S3 pupil 

If this sounds like something you'd like to try, speak to 
Miss Swan or Mark Urwin in the PE department or come 
along on a Monday afterschool. 

Christina Swan, PE 

 

 

Aidan’s Magical Gifts – Easter eggs – can you help? 

We raised £1000 before Christmas to donate to Aidan’s Magical Gifts (set up by our own Aidan Hogg and his 
mum) to allow them to provide fantastic gift bags to all children and young people in the Royal Hospital for 

Children and Young People over Christmas. 

Their aim is to give every child and young person an Easter egg.  Preston Lodge HS will be a drop off point.  If 
you can donate an Easter egg – of any size - please drop it off at our school office. Thanks! 
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Question Time 

We were delighted to host an online Q&A with Paul McLennan MSP for our National and Higher Modern Studies 
classes this week.  

The students asked a wide variety of questions which really challenged Mr McLennan about his views on issues 
including crime, Scottish independence, climate change, the impact on the pandemic on mental health and, of 
course, the conflict in Ukraine.  

It was also great to see Mr McLennan ask the students to tell him what his priorities as a MSP should be. Well done 
to all who participated!  

Gayle Russell and Laura Illingworth, Modern Studies 
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Pancakes! 

The S3 Health & Food Technology classes made pancakes this week for Shrove Tuesday. 

They enjoyed making and eating them! 

Wendy Waldie, Home Economics 
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Travel & Tourism Take-Over Tasty Bites  

The National 4/5 Travel and Tourism class were given 
the opportunity this week to develop their customer 
service skills at the monthly Tasty Bites gathering, 
which brings together staff and S6 pupils. 

An essential part of the course is to interact with 
customers in a professional manner, so they were 
delighted to be able to complete this unit by serving 
the goodies provided by Home Economics.   

Well done to all involved!  

Cate Shields, Geography 
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Library News 

World Book Day 3rd March 2022 

 

Classes were invited to the library for hot chocolate and audiobooks as part of our 
World Book Day celebrations, and it looks like this will continue into next week! Pupils 
listened to the first three chapters of A Monster Calls, a darkly mischievous and 
painfully funny novel by Patrick Ness, while enjoying a special library hot chocolate 
and marshmallow blend!  

 

 

 

The Dystopian Climate Games 

Our senior book group helped plan and design a special World 
Book Day event entitled The Dystopian Climate Games. Pupils 
were sorted into different factions of REBELS or GOVERNMENT 
to compete against one another.  

Each group had to give themselves a group name, design a 
flag, and create a slogan during a 10 minute countdown to 
battle time! The Rebels named themselves ‘The Swifts’ and 
created the slogan ‘The Odds are Never in our Favour’. The 
Oppressive Government named themselves OATH, an acronym 
for Organisation Against The Heathens, with a suitably 
dystopian slogan of ‘OATH is always watching’.  
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The First Battle was The Intelligence Test: a Dystopian Climate Quiz consisting of twenty questions based on 
Dystopian fiction and Climate Change. A tense competition ended in a draw with both groups scoring 17 out of 20!  

The Second Battle was The Physical Test: Capture The Flag. Each group had to capture the other’s flag. The flags 
were hidden exceptionally well, and The Swifts grabbed victory in the second round!! 

The Third Round was a Misinformation and Fake News Campaign: both groups were required to create a fake news 
headline and misinformation stories based on their enemy’s name, slogan and flag. Unfortunately, we ran out of 
time, but will continue this soon! 
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Book of the Week 

The Dark Lady by Akala 

Henry is an orphan, a thief and a genius. Raised by a powerful witch, Henry is 
a master pickpocket and spends much of his time reading at the magical 
apothecary. But Henry's extraordinary gifts haven't gone unnoticed and when 
caught stealing, he's forced to work for an influential duke and his secret 
society of intellectuals. 
 
Working hard to fulfil the duke's relentless pursuit for knowledge, Henry finds 
solace and a friend in his idol, the young playwright, William Shakespeare. But 
it's his mother Henry longs for most. The Dark Lady is calling - will Henry be 
able to resist? 
 
Featuring Shakespeare himself and many of his key characters, bringing to life 
through fresh eyes the visceral, violent and daring world of the Renaissance. 
Inspired by the Dark Lady, the black woman at the centre of Shakespeare's 
sonnets 127-154. Written by award-winning rapper, poet and writer Akala, 
founder of the renowned Hip-hop Shakespeare Company. 

Derek France, School Librarian 
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School Lottery  

The Results are in! Congratulations to our local weekly Preston Lodge High School lottery winners Mr D from 
Haddington on Saturday 26 February.  

If you would like to help us raise essential school funds and haven't signed up yet, you can visit our lottery here - 
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school 

There is a guaranteed cash prize every week, Christmas prizes and the chance to win up to £25,000!  

Thank you for your support.  

Julie Lowe, Head of Development 

Preston Lodge Learning Foundation  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school


 

 

Page 14 

Preston Lodge is a community of learning.  We value achievement, happiness and respect.                            4 March 2022 

Financial Support Available to Families 
Clothing Grants 

Some families are eligible for a Clothing Grant.  If this may apply to you, please visit the Free School Meals and 
Clothing Grants area of the East Lothian Council website for further information.  

If you would like some help completing these forms, support is available on the East Lothian Council website, or 
email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk. We will be happy to help you. 

 

 

 

Community Fund 

A combination of corporate funding secured by the Preston Lodge Learning Foundation, and money from our Pupil 
Equity Fund means that we are able to offer immediate support to all families who need it, breaking down financial 
barriers to learning. This year we have also been delighted to receive generous support for school uniform costs for 
specific students from the Preston Seton Gosford Area Partnership.  

This Community Fund is available to all families, and we very much encourage families to apply for a confidential, 
quick grant if they need support. 

Grants are expected to be in the region of £10 to £50, but all applications are considered on an individual 
basis.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, and members of the wider community. 

An application form is available on school’s website here and please email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 
or call 01875 811170if you have any questions. 

Visit www.pllf.org.uk to find out more about the school’s charitable Trust, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation,  

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

 

 Dates for Your Diary! 

Friday 11 March Electronic course choice form emailed to S2 students via edubuzz 

Monday 14 March S3 Course choice family meetings close 

Wednesday 16 March Senior Phase Target Setting/Tracking period 3 sent to parents 

Friday 18 March Deadline for S2 electronic course choice forms to be submitted 

Monday 21 March Senior Phase Parents’ Evening A—4.30-6.30pm (virtual event) 

Friday 25 March Deadline for S3 course choice booklets to be submitted 

Thursday 31 March Senior Phase Parents’ Evening B—4.30-6.30pm (virtual event) 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2020/06/26/community-fund-application-form-updated-26-june/
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
http://www.pllf.org.uk

