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Dear PLer, 

Last weekend saw the long-awaited return of a 
PL Pipe Band to live competition for the first 
time in two years.  

Our Senior Band took part in the first event of 
the year, and you can read more on pages 2 
and 3. It’s so exciting to see this proud 
expression of Preston Lodge’s aims and values 
back on the road, with much more to come 
between now and the summer. Well done to all 
who took part. 

We’re now also looking forward to our first 
school photos in three years on 24 and 25 
March. Covid restrictions have not allowed 
visitors in schools, so the photos we hold for 
our current S4 were taken way back when they 
were in S1! 

Across East Lothian we are preparing for the 
return of residential school trips. With all that 
families have faced, and the cost of living rising 
all the time, schools are discussing how to best 

ensure that overnight school trips are affordable 
for all.  

Our school is committed to reducing the cost of the 
school day, and our clear view is that if we really 
believe in equity then all school trips must be 
affordable. Watch this space for further detail. 

This week there have been two big national 
announcements around education. Professor Ken 
Muir’s report on the future of Scottish education 
was published here, with a lot of suggestions for 
change.  

One organisation identified for reform is the SQA, 
who this week shared here additional support for 
students preparing for SQA examinations. Much 
has been made in the media about a hugely 
inconsistent offer across different subjects, but at 
least our students now know where they stand. 

I hope everyone has a great weekend. 

Gavin Clark, Headteacher 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/putting-learners-centre-towards-future-vision-scottish-education/
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/100366.html?utm_source=marketo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2022.03.08-LearnerRevisionSupport-ES-AM&utm_content=button&mkt_tok=NTA1LVlCSC0zMDAAAAGDB00byiqPPEmYICf-ccLD7WDUDfw6ImdIueGByHj5andBAP7Yw2AOIFUJB15_rnFblfI5Eehot43ry1wjg
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Pipe Band Make Successful Return to Competition! 

After 2 years of cancelled competitions the Pipe Band finally made a return to competitive playing at the George 
Watson’s College Annual Invitational Competition on Sunday 6 March. It was a much scaled down event on 
previous years with no solo competitions or Junior Band competition. No spectators were allowed in and instead 
the event was live streamed so parents and supporters could still hear the bands perform. 

 

PL’s Piping tutor and Pipe Major of the band, Lee Moore, said “It was just fantastic to have the band back out 
competing again. Over the last two years our senior band has been decimated as almost 90% of our pipe corps had 
left school. We are very fortunate to have an extremely talented and dedicated group of young players who have 
really stepped up to the mark and held their own against much older opposition on Sunday.” 

“My thanks go out to the staff at George Watson’s College for putting on the event and I know they hope to return 
to a full scale event next year with spectators present.” 

George Watson’s College Pipe Band showed solidarity with the Ukrainian people by performing the Ukrainian 
National Anthem in front of the Ukrainian flag just before prize giving. 

A video of our band’s performance can be seen on the Pipe Band’s Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/PLHS.Pipe.Band 

 

Six schools took part and the event and the 
prizes were awarded as follows: 

  

1st – George Watson’s College 

2nd – Dollar Academy 

3rd – Preston Lodge High School 

4th – George Heriot’s School 

5th – Erskine Stewarts Melville 

6th – Merchiston Castle School  

https://www.facebook.com/PLHS.Pipe.Band
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Leading Drummer Daniel, and Bass Drummer Liam haven’t changed much over the years! 

The band are next in action at the Lothian & Borders Branch Indoor Competition at James Young High School in 
Livingston on Saturday 2 April. Both bands will take part and we have a good number entered in the solo 
competitions.  

Spectators will be allowed into this one, so please feel free to come along and support the bands and soloists. 

 

 

Support for Ukraine 
 
As you may have seen on the news, collection points for Ukraine 
donations have been inundated with supplies and are now asking 
that you donate money instead to the Disasters Emergency 
Committee.  

Donations can be made here: https://www.dec.org.uk/ 

Thanks 

Julia Robertson, DHT 

 

 

https://www.dec.org.uk/
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Rugby Success 
PL were well represented  in the Borders and East Lothian 
combined team which plays in the Scottish Rugby Regional 
Championships U17s. The team beat Edinburgh recently at St 
Andrew’s in very difficult weather conditions, which was a 
significant win given the quality of players in Edinburgh. 
 
The team lost 10-18 to Glasgow and The West in the final at 
The Greenyards, home of Melrose RFC. This was a very hard 
fought match in blustery wet weather. This meant our team 
finished second behind Glasgow and The West, with Caledonia 
3rd and Edinburgh 4th. A very creditable result. 
 
Preston Lodge HS pupils who were involved are Fraser Falgate, 
Lachlan Graham and Finlay Yule. These players went through a 
significant amount of training and selection. The Academy 
didn’t run over Covid, and all players missed out on the whole 
U16 selection process, so their achievements are all the more 
important. 
 
Further information can be found here, and well done to 
Fraser, Lachlan and Finlay! 

 

https://www.scottishrugby.org/news/fosroc-scottish-rugby-regional-championship-returns
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Period Poverty 

At this week’s assemblies for all year groups we 
highlighted the issue of period poverty.  Information 
shared with students included: 

The National Picture 

 Period products are a necessity, but they are 
expensive. 

 In Scotland, the number of girls/women affected 
by period poverty is thought to be around 1 in 4 

 All schools, colleges, and universities in Scotland 
have had funding to provide free products for all 
students.  

 Free products can keep young people in school, improve concentration, encourage participation in sport, 
and support good health 

 Free products not only help end period poverty, they promote equality 

 

At Preston Lodge 

 We have products available for you to use if your period starts in school 

 We can provide products for you (and others in your family) to use each month. We are working on a way to 
make this as easy as possible for families.  In the meantime email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 
with what you would like and we can arrange for you to have supplies 

 Each accessible toilet in school has a supply of products and you are welcome to take these – on a one-off 
basis or each month 

 There is a free dispensing machine in the girls’ toilets 

 

Special thanks to Molly Grybowski in S6 who is taking this forward with me. 

If you have any ideas about how we make products more easily accessible to all then please get in touch. 

Julia Robertson, DHT 

 

 

mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
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Young Carers Action Day 

Next Wednesday, 16 March, is Young Carers Action Day, 
and in assemblies next week we will be considering the 
challenges young carers face and how we can all help to 
improve things. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sign Language Week 

Next week is  also the British Deaf Association’s Sign 
Language Week, and we will be marking this at PL. A 
number of our students will lead awareness-raising 
sessions, and our Enhanced Learning Provision will be 
holding specific events. 

 
NOMINATE A YOUNG PERSON #2022DianaAwards  
 
Every day, we get to hear about the incredible young people who are standing up to change the world around 
them. The Diana Award is bestowed upon inspiring, courageous, compassionate young people, positively 
transforming the lives of others in Diana, Princess of Wales memory and legacy. But we’ve been 
thinking – what if we miss someone?  
 
What if there are changemakers out there whose stories aren’t being told? This is where you come 
in… We need your help in identifying young people who, like Diana, Princess of Wales, are 
courageously breaking down barriers, challenging stereotypes and making change happen. If you 
happen to know a young changemaker yourself then please head over to our nomination centre to nominate them 
for a Diana Award by Friday 11 March. 
 
NOMINATE A CHANGEMAKER 
 
Let’s give these young people the recognition they deserve! Thank you so much for your support.  
 
The Award and Development Programme Team, The Diana Award 

https://diana-award.org.uk/award/nomination-centre/#:~:text=OPEN%20AND%20CLOSE%3F-,Diana%20Award%20Nominations%20close%20on%2011th%20March%202022%20at%2023,resubmit%20when%202023%20nominations%20open.
https://diana-award.org.uk/award/nomination-centre/#:~:text=OPEN%20AND%20CLOSE%3F-,Diana%20Award%20Nominations%20close%20on%2011th%20March%202022%20at%2023,resubmit%20when%202023%20nominations%20open.


 

 

Page 7 

Preston Lodge is a community of learning.  We value achievement, happiness and respect.                          11 March 2022 

School Lottery  

The Results are in! Congratulations to our local weekly Preston Lodge High School lottery winner Mrs R from 
Longniddry, on Saturday 5th March 2022.  

If you would like to help us raise essential school funds and haven't signed up yet, you can visit our lottery here - 
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school 

There is a guaranteed cash prize every week, Christmas prizes and the chance to win up to £25,000!  

Thank you for your support.  

Julie Lowe, Head of Development 

Preston Lodge Learning Foundation  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school


 

 

Page 8 

Preston Lodge is a community of learning.  We value achievement, happiness and respect.                          11 March 2022 

Financial Support Available to Families 
Clothing Grants 

Some families are eligible for a Clothing Grant.  If this may apply to you, please visit the Free School Meals and 
Clothing Grants area of the East Lothian Council website for further information.  

If you would like some help completing these forms, support is available on the East Lothian Council website, or 
email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk. We will be happy to help you. 

 

 

 

Community Fund 

A combination of corporate funding secured by the Preston Lodge Learning Foundation, and money from our Pupil 
Equity Fund means that we are able to offer immediate support to all families who need it, breaking down financial 
barriers to learning. This year we have also been delighted to receive generous support for school uniform costs for 
specific students from the Preston Seton Gosford Area Partnership.  

This Community Fund is available to all families, and we very much encourage families to apply for a confidential, 
quick grant if they need support. 

Grants are expected to be in the region of £10 to £50, but all applications are considered on an individual 
basis.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, and members of the wider community. 

An application form is available on school’s website here and please email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 
or call 01875 811170if you have any questions. 

Visit www.pllf.org.uk to find out more about the school’s charitable Trust, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation,  

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

 

 Dates for Your Diary! 

Friday 11 March Electronic course choice form emailed to S2 students via edubuzz 

Monday 14 March S3 Course choice family meetings close 

Wednesday 16 March Senior Phase Target Setting/Tracking period 3 sent to parents 

Friday 18 March Deadline for S2 electronic course choice forms to be submitted 

Monday 21 March Senior Phase Parents’ Evening A—4.30-6.30pm (virtual event) 

Thursday 24 March School Photos  

Friday 25 March School Photos, Deadline for S3 course choice booklets to be submitted 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2020/06/26/community-fund-application-form-updated-26-june/
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
http://www.pllf.org.uk

