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Dear PLer, 

We’ve had a great week in school. In S1-3 
Assemblies we shared our plans for making PL a 
Rights Respecting School, and a Staff/Student 
Steering Group will now lead us on our way. 
We hope to achieve Bronze level by early next 
session, and then quickly move on to Silver. You 
will hear much, much more about this exciting 
project in the months to come. 

In the same assemblies our House Captains 
delivered their first assembly in two years. 
Their funny film, advertising a Finish The Lyric 
event taking place next week, was a real hit. 

We also really enjoyed having our school 
photographer return for the first time in three 
years this week. There was a real buzz around 
our assembly hall, and it felt like a big return to 
normal. If any parents haven’t already seen the 
their child’s photo then they will be there 
somewhere in school bags!  

We understand that absent students will be 
really sorry to have missed this, and we will try, 

if possible, to have our photographer return next 
term for a catch up session.  

As this edition shows, there is a lot going on in 
school just now! I hope you are enjoying the lovely 
weather, and that you have a great weekend. 

Gavin Clark, Headteacher 

https://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools/


 

 

Page 2 

Preston Lodge is a community of learning.  We value achievement, happiness and respect.                          25 March 2022 

Magical Easter Eggs 

Thank you to everyone who has donated Easter 
Eggs for Aidan’s Magical Gifts to donate to the Sick 
Kids.  Between your donations and the funds we 
raised at Tasty Bite Thursday we have been able to 
collect 153 eggs!!!!!  An egg-cellent effort and a 
huge thank you. 

Special thanks to Sheena Munro for knitting the 
cutest little bunnies with crème eggs in them and 
to the fabrics classes (under the guidance of 
Victoria Lowrie, HE student teacher) who have 
produced gorgeous felt carriers.  These will be 
given to the staff at the Sick Kids. 

Once again you have risen to the challenge.  The 
Hogg family was looking for 140 eggs and we have 
surpassed that amount as a school alone.  Any 
surplus will be given to siblings/day patients. 

It’s still not too late to bring an egg in … 

Julia Robertson, DHT 
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Donations to Ukraine 

Although financial donations to the DEC’s Ukraine appeal are now being encouraged, many people remain keen to 
contribute material goods that will make a real difference to the people of Ukraine. PL have linked up with 
Longniddry Church, who in turn have linked up with YMCA Scotland, who are transporting key items to Ukraine on 
a regular basis. 

We would encourage all members of our school community to pass on items from the lists on this and the next 
page to the collection box in our school office. You can make your own backpack or shoebox, for sure, but you can 
also donate individual items from these lists. 
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S1 School of Programming  

This week in School of Programming, our S1 pupils were having fun, while learning to code the BBC Micro:bit 
computers.  Here you can see them playing games of Rock, Paper, Scissors which they had all programmed 
themselves! 

Emma Webster 
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Judo Success 

Well done to S1 student Murray McConnell, who won a 
silver medal at the British Judo VI championships held 
recently in Sheffield. 

Preston Lodge High School was mentioned when he 
won! A great achievement, Murray, and well done for 
representing our school so well! 

 

Football Success 

Well done, too, to our U14 Boys Football team.  

As our last representatives in national football 
competitions they beat Cardinal Newman High School 
2-1 in the SSFA U14s Plate this week, equalising with 5 
minutes to go and scoring a winner in the closing 
seconds! 

The team go on to meet St Maurice’s High School next 
week, and we wish them the very best of luck. 
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Pi Day 

Pi Day is celebrated around the world (3/14). Second year revisited their learning on circles that day. They walked 
along the diameter that they had drawn and multiplied by pi to calculate their circumference. 

They then tested out their answer by walking round the 
circumference to see how close it was to their calculations. I am 
pleased to report their calculations were spot on.  

It also was so nice to leave the classroom and try some Maths in 
the Spring sunshine! 

Fiona de Havilland -Maths 
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Help raise money for the Pipe Band while you shop!  
 
This year Co-op Members can support our very own Preston Lodge High 
School Pipe Band as part of the Local Community Fund. This is fantastic 
news and potentially a massive fundraiser for the band. 
 
If you are a co-op member – and it’s very easy to become one if you’re not, either online or 
ask in store – you can click the link below to choose the band as the community organisation 
you would like to support every time you go shopping.   For every £1 you spend 2p will go to 
the Pipe Band, and it doesn’t cost you any extra.   
 
You don't even need to be local, so if you have family across the country, they can help 
support the band too by clicking the link and anytime they shop using their Co-op card, they 
will be supporting the band too. 
 

https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/61985 

 

Please consider supporting us as all money raised goes towards the band, funding uniform, 
equipment and travel along with many more expenses.  Running a band is an expensive 
project and things like this fund  

https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/61985
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Library News 

Pupil Librarians of the Month 

The Pupil Librarian of the Month award for March goes to three pupils for their amazing efforts organising and 
launching a new club: The Hearts and Stars Club. Congratulations to Sophie Edwards 1Go1, Isabel Russel-Hardt 
1Go1, and Neve Wood 1Go3 (who couldn’t make the photo!) - they have such great plans for the club and have 
already created a website where you can find out much more!  

 

 

 

https://sites.google.com/edubuzz.org/the-hearts-and-stars/home?authuser=0
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Book of the Week 

Punching The Air by Ibi Zoboi and Yusef Salaam 

Derry, 2016. Catholic Aidan and Protestant Iona, now 
eighteen, were both born on the day of the Northern 
Ireland peace deal. At a post-exam party, Aidan 
wanders alone across the Peace Bridge and becomes 
the victim of a brutal sectarian attack, witnessed by 
Iona. When the two meet, the differences between 
them seem insurmountable, but despite their 
differences their friendship grows. But it seems like 
everything is keeping them apart, when all they want 
is to be together. 

This book highlights the impact of the Troubles young people in modern-day Northern Ireland. The dual-narrative 
story allows insight into Aidan and Iona’s hearts and souls, their families and their communities. Their empathetic 
and thought provoking love story is told with compassion, integrity and rich characterisation which encourages 
conflict resolution, respect and understanding. It is full of warmth and depth, and written with compelling language 
throughout. The sense of place is all-embracing, and the lyricism in the evocative descriptions of the landscape of 
Ireland gives a real sense of love from the author. The use of Irish dialect adds a sense of authenticity to a multi-
layered read. 

 

Reading for Pleasure 

In our drive to promote a whole-school 
reading culture, each member of staff was 
issued with a reusable poster to display on 
their classroom/office door (entirely 
voluntary, of course!). We hope this will 
initiate conversations between students and 
staff and encourage reading for pleasure. 
Research on reading for pleasure (reading 
we do of our own free will, anticipating the 
satisfaction we will get from the act of 
reading, and also reading that may have 
begun at someone else’s request, which we 
continue because we are interested in it) 
proves it has a positive impact on pupil 
attainment, increasing empathy, social skills, 
health and wellbeing. Sometimes, a small 
conversation is all it takes. 

 

Derek France, School Librarian 
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School Lottery The Results are in!  

Congratulations to our local weekly Preston Lodge High School lottery winner Miss M from Prestonpans, on 
Saturday 19th March 2022.  

If you would like to help us raise essential school funds and haven't signed up yet, you can visit our 
lottery here - https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school 

There is a guaranteed cash prize every week, Christmas prizes and the chance to win up to £25,000!  

Thank you for your support. 

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school
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Financial Support Available to Families 
Clothing Grants 

Some families are eligible for a Clothing Grant.  If this may apply to you, please visit the Free School Meals and 
Clothing Grants area of the East Lothian Council website for further information.  

If you would like some help completing these forms, support is available on the East Lothian Council website, or 
email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk. We will be happy to help you. 

 

 

 

Community Fund 

A combination of corporate funding secured by the Preston Lodge Learning Foundation, and money from our Pupil 
Equity Fund means that we are able to offer immediate support to all families who need it, breaking down financial 
barriers to learning. This year we have also been delighted to receive generous support for school uniform costs for 
specific students from the Preston Seton Gosford Area Partnership.  

This Community Fund is available to all families, and we very much encourage families to apply for a confidential, 
quick grant if they need support. 

Grants are expected to be in the region of £10 to £50, but all applications are considered on an individual 
basis.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, and members of the wider community. 

An application form is available on school’s website here and please email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 
or call 01875 811170if you have any questions. 

Visit www.pllf.org.uk to find out more about the school’s charitable Trust, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation,  

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

 

 Dates for Your Diary! 

Friday 25 March School Photos, Deadline for S3 course choice booklets to be submitted 

Thursday 31 March Senior Phase Parents’ Evening 2 4.30-6.30pm (virtual event) 

Thursday 7 April S6 Dance 

Friday 8 April Break for holiday 

Monday 25 April All Resume 

Wednesday 27 April Study leave begins unless students have exam on 27th April. 

Monday 2 May May Day Holiday 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2020/06/26/community-fund-application-form-updated-26-june/
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
http://www.pllf.org.uk

