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Dear PLer, 

This week our thoughts are with the family of 
David Allan, who has passed away, and we 
reflect on his role in our school’s proud history 
today in PLus. We will always be indebted to 
David, and will miss him greatly. 

David, a great advocate of the PL House 
Competition, would have loved our first big 
House Event in recent years, as our House 
Captains led a ‘Finish The Lyric’ competition in 

our Assembly Hall yesterday. It was great fun, and 
full details will appear in next week’s PLus. 

We are so proud of our Fuel Change teams 
(pictured above) for their participation in Tuesday’s 
Fuel Change Challenge event. They did a great job, 
and you can read more inside. 

I hope you have a pleasant weekend. 

Gavin Clark, Headteacher 

Pipers for hire! See page 5 ... 
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David Allan Remembered 

Last week we were saddened to hear the news that David Allan, a much-loved and 
highly-respected Headteacher here at Preston Lodge, had passed away. David was 
Preston Lodge through and through. 

David was Headteacher from 1970 to 1996 and made a major contribution to the life of 
our school and the community that it serves. He is fondly remembered by many 
current and former staff, as well as many, many former students and families. 

Born in 1935, David attended Preston Lodge High School, where he not only excelled in 
rugby, becoming captain of the senior team, but also became captain of the cricket 
team, as well as an athletics champion. David’s talents were extensive, and on top of 
his sporting success David was House Captain of Grange, and excelled academically. His 
aptitude for science extended beyond life at school, and he gained a First Class 
Honours degree in Chemistry at Edinburgh University.  

David then trained as a teacher at Moray House, stating, 
“For me there was never any choice. It had always been 
my ambition to teach”. After five years at George Heriot’s 
David arrived back at Preston Lodge as Head of Science.  

On becoming Headteacher at Preston Lodge David said, “I 
am tremendously excited, but a little frightened when I 
think that I have achieved the actual job of running the 
school involving teachers who taught me”.  

Any apprehension was soon dispelled, however, as David 
quickly excelled in his new role.  Many positive changes 
were introduced to a school which gained a strong 
reputation within and beyond our community.  

 

David maintained a keen interest in Chemistry and, of course, 
rugby when he became Headteacher, and his enthusiasm brought 
the best out of a whole generation of students. 
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It is very difficult to properly capture the impact that David had on our school and community. One former student  
stated, on his retirement in 1996, “Undoubtedly, David has been a stalwart of the school, setting standards and 
objectives way beyond what was ever expected”, and at that time many former staff, students and families 
reflected positively on the impact David’s leadership had on their own school experience and opportunities beyond 
school. Preston Lodge has always been a great school, but David Allan undoubtedly made it greater still. Today’s 
PLers owe David an enormous debt of gratitude. 

David’s interest in education and 
sport extended long beyond his time 
at Preston Lodge, becoming President 
of the Scottish Schools Rugby Union 
and leading the team on tours of 
France, New Zealand and Australia.  

David kept a connection to Preston 
our school, and we were delighted 
when he joined us recently for the 
launch of Friends of Preston Lodge, 
proudly wearing the blue of Grange! 

David was a pillar of this proud community, and the contribution he made to so many lives cannot be overstated. 
David had PL running through his veins, and his commitment, passion and energy will be long remembered. Our 
thoughts are with David’s family at this difficult time, and thank you, David, for everything that you did to make 
such a positive difference to so many lives. You will be very much missed.  
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Creating a carbon-neutral future 
for the next generation designed 
by the next generation. 
 

 

Challenge! 

Select a climate emergency challenge set by major Scottish companies. 

 

Challenge accepted! 

A group of senior PL students accepted the challenge. 

This week they presented their ideas to a panel of experts from those companies before being subjected to a 
round of questions about their proposals. 

These presentations were the culmination of a nine week programme of work undertaken through the Fuel 
Change pilot schools project.  Fuel Change, ‘a social enterprise movement, which taps into the potential of youth 
to help fight the climate crisis’, are  developing a climate education course that they will roll out across Scottish 
schools next session. Preston Lodge was one of five schools across Scotland to be part of this pilot. 

Feedback from the students on the project was hugely important to Fuel Change. They were asked for their 
opinions and ideas after the presentation session.  Some were even interviewed on camera for a promotional 
video! 

Challenge completed!  

Huge congratulations to all involved.  Well done! You smashed it! 

Thank you to Anna Bell and Sarah Gibben from Fuel Change, Lorna Brennan from Arnold Clark, Dr Ian Archer from 
IbioIC and Lawrence Ross from IGS and our very own Aaron Doidge (previously Head Boy of PL) and now working at 
Stantec. 

Lisa Mitchell, Geography. 
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PL PIPERS EARNING THEIR BAGPIPES THROUGH MUSIC 
ENTERPRISE AWARD 

 

L-R Duncan Craig, Ethan Shearer, Ciaran Kelly, John Dunbar, Archie Thomson 

 

Five young pipers from Preston Lodge High School have started a Music Enterprise Award, which is a new initiative 
organised by the Scottish Schools Pipes & Drums Trust. The scheme is designed to build skills for life and work, and 
also ensure that they will have their own set of pipes by the time they leave school, so they can continue to pursue 
their musical ambitions. 

When pupils start out on pipes in school, they get a loan of a set of pipes from SSPDT which are  handed back when 
they leave. The Music Enterprise Award gives them a clear pathway to obtainingtheir own bagpipes, while at the 
same time developing their entrepreneurial skills by using their pipes to earn money through paid gigs, busking 
and various other fundraising activities. 

A basic starter set of pipes costs from £650 but can go up to over £3000 depending on how fancy a piper wants to 
go. The students have 18 months to complete the award, so they are keen to get busy. 

If you have a special occasion coming up, which you want to make extra special with 
some music provided by one of our talented pipers, then please get in touch with the 
band by email: plhspipeband@edubuzz.org  
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Amazing Cakes 

National 5 Cake Craft completed their final 'show stopper' cakes 
this week. A great effort from all.  

They certainly look ' too good to eat'! 

These wonderful creations were the result of mush research, 
planning, preparation, organisation and time planning- 
developing many transferable skills using this craft. 

Well done!  

Liz Nicoll, PT Health and Wellbeing 
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Modern Apprenticeships 

We had a fascinating evening at the Modern Apprenticeship Information Evening this Wednesday, hearing about 
the benefits of Modern Apprenticeships as a post-school pathway. Parents and young people had a chance to meet 
our school Careers Adviser Eoin Walsh from Skills Development Scotland and hear from James Smith, General 
Manager at McMillan Fabricators. We were given an insight in to the work and apprenticeship opportunities in 
engineering at Macmillan Fabricators by two of our very own ex pupils Euan Robertson and Jacob Spiewak. George 
Meharry from EDETA (Edinburgh and District Engineering Training Association) explained about the training 
programme involved in an apprenticeship and the live opportunities for young people coming up. Fran Hooligan 
discussed the range of MA’s currently and soon to be available at East Lothian Council, with benefits including 
living wage salaries rather than the usual apprentice minimum wage. Further information about Apprenticeships 
and current vacancies can be found below. 

 

Information about Apprenticeship Frameworks can be found here. 

To Apply for Apprenticeships: https://www.apprenticeships.scot/vacancy-details/?refCode=141616 

The East Lothian Council vacancies are advertised here: https://www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/ 

https://www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/councils/east-lothian-council/jobs?keywords=appren&page=1 

There's a mock aptitude test on the EDETA (Edinburgh and District Engineering Training Association) website. 

George will be able to share more information shortly if it's of interest: 

https://www.edeta.org.uk/apprenticeships/ 

Another useful link to include in follow up: https://www.mykidscareer.com/ 

   

https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/what-we-do/apprenticeships/modern-apprenticeships/modern-apprenticeship-frameworks/#frameworks
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/vacancy-details/?refCode=141616
https://www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/
https://www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/councils/east-lothian-council/jobs?keywords=appren&page=1
https://www.edeta.org.uk/apprenticeships/
https://www.mykidscareer.com/
file:///S:/Admin/smt/Clark/Course Choice Events/Course Choice Events 2021-22/MA Presentation ELC.pptx
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Maths Cookie Challenge 

S2 have been revisiting how to calculate the 
mean, mode, range and median. To make it more 
fun, they engaged in the cookie challenge.  

The challenge was to build the tallest tower 
possible with a range of biscuits using one hand.  

From there pupils used the results to calculate the 
classes mean, mode, range and median. To finish 
the lesson, the cookies were enjoyed by all. 

Fiona de Havilland 
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Hockey Success 

Congratulations to Emmy Dalgity in S5, who last weekend helped her hockey 
club Preston Lodge Ladies lift their league title!  

Emmy moved up to the first team this season, after impressing her coaches, 
and has played well alongside her peers. The club has in recent years increased 
their involvement with Preston Lodge hockey, and as a result there are several 
of our pupils now playing regular club hockey with them.  

They have now formed a 2nd XI to help our students improve their game with 
regular competition, and have welcomed them all into a thriving club with a 
strong Community ethos with close ties to the school. 

Preston lodge Ladies Hockey Club was formed in the late 1960s and continues 
to go from strength to strength.  They now have 42 playing members, 2 
umpires and 2 coaches in former pupils Mekala Osborne and Angie Davie. They 
train every Tuesday at Meadowmill from August through to end of March.  

This season has been one of their most successful seasons with the first team coming top of East District Division 2, 
playing 18 games in total with only one defeat! They will now be promoted to Division 1 where they will meet 
further challenges. These will no doubt be faced with the same commitment and enthusiasm displayed by all the 
players this past season. 

If you would like more information on Preston Lodge Ladies, or would like to join the club please email: 
jcotterell223@btinternet.com 

 

mailto:jcotterell223@btinternet.com
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Help raise money for the Pipe Band while you shop!  
 
This year Co-op Members can support our very own Preston Lodge High 
School Pipe Band as part of the Local Community Fund. This is fantastic 
news and potentially a massive fundraiser for the band. 
 
If you are a co-op member – and it’s very easy to become one if you’re not, either online or 
ask in store – you can click the link below to choose the band as the community organisation 
you would like to support every time you go shopping.   For every £1 you spend 2p will go to 
the Pipe Band, and it doesn’t cost you any extra.   
 
You don't even need to be local, so if you have family across the country, they can help 
support the band too by clicking the link and anytime they shop using their Co-op card, they 
will be supporting the band too. 
 

https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/61985 

 

Please consider supporting us as all money raised goes towards the band, funding uniform, 
equipment and travel along with many more expenses.  Running a band is an expensive 
project and things like this fund  

https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/61985
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School Lottery The Results are in!  

The Results are in! Congratulations to our local weekly Preston Lodge High School lottery winner, Ms D from 
Prestonpans, on Saturday 26th March 2022.  

If you would like to help us raise essential school funds and haven't signed up yet, you can visit our lottery here - 
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school 

There is a guaranteed cash prize every week, lots of other prizes and the chance to win up to £25,000!  

Thank you for your support.  

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school


 

 

Page 15 

Preston Lodge is a community of learning.  We value achievement, happiness and respect.                               1 April 2022 

Financial Support Available to Families 
Clothing Grants 

Some families are eligible for a Clothing Grant.  If this may apply to you, please visit the Free School Meals and 
Clothing Grants area of the East Lothian Council website for further information.  

If you would like some help completing these forms, support is available on the East Lothian Council website, or 
email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk. We will be happy to help you. 

 

 

 

Community Fund 

A combination of corporate funding secured by the Preston Lodge Learning Foundation, and money from our Pupil 
Equity Fund means that we are able to offer immediate support to all families who need it, breaking down financial 
barriers to learning. This year we have also been delighted to receive generous support for school uniform costs for 
specific students from the Preston Seton Gosford Area Partnership.  

This Community Fund is available to all families, and we very much encourage families to apply for a confidential, 
quick grant if they need support. 

Grants are expected to be in the region of £10 to £50, but all applications are considered on an individual 
basis.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, and members of the wider community. 

An application form is available on school’s website here and please email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 
or call 01875 811170if you have any questions. 

Visit www.pllf.org.uk to find out more about the school’s charitable Trust, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation,  

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

 

 Dates for Your Diary! 

Monday 4 April Current S4 &S5 course choice forms to be handed in 

Thursday 7 April S6 Dance 

Friday 8 April Break for holiday 

Monday 25 April All Resume 

Wednesday 27 April Study leave begins unless students have exam on 27th April. 

Monday 2 May May Day Holiday 

Thursday 12 May P7 Outdoor Challenge Day 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2020/06/26/community-fund-application-form-updated-26-june/
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
http://www.pllf.org.uk

