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Dear PLer, 

A bumper edition of PLus rounds off a great 
term of learning, achievement, respect, 
community building and, of course, happiness! 

We said farewell to our S6 students today, 
spending a really lovely day with a great group 
of young people. Their enthusiasm, good 
humour and commitment have been amazing, 
and we thank them for their support of our 
school over recent years. #proudtobePL. 

There is so much learning in this edition, 
highlighting our staff’s hard work and our students’ 
engagement. Senior Phase students will settle down 
now to a busy Easter break, preparing for exams, 
but there will be time for relaxation, too.  

I hope everyone has a restful and enjoyable holiday, 
and we look forward to working with you next term.  

Gavin Clark, Headteacher 
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Yvonne Binks 

Our much-loved DHT Pupil Support, Yvonne Binks, leaves Preston 
Lodge today, after 12 years of service to our school.  

Prior to starting at PL Yvonne was PT Inclusion at Ross High School, and 
before that her work was varied, seeing her make a difference as an 
Outreach Teacher at Castlebrae, a teacher in Newcastle, a teacher at 
the Education and Social Work Centre in the Borders and as a member 
of the Scottish Government’s Better Behaviour Better Learning team. 
The depth and breadth of Yvonne’s experience is unusual. 

Since arriving Yvonne has worked tirelessly to make sure that our 
students and their families are really well supported, and she has 
made telling interventions in the lives of many. Never one to let 
bureaucracy or administrative obstacles get in the way of a positive 
outcome, those in our community who have benefited from her 
support have been lucky to have Yvonne on their side. She will never 
let anyone down. 

During Yvonne’s time leading and managing Pupil Support our school has become known for being very inclusive, 
nurturing and caring. Her enormous integrity, commitment, passion and knowledge have provided incredible 
support for so many, so it has been no surprise that there has been a very emotional response to Yvonne’s 
departure. She will be hugely missed. 

Whilst being Depute Head here at PL Yvonne had stints supporting Knox Academy as a Depute Headteacher and 
also spent time as a Quality Improvement Officer (Inclusion) with East Lothian Council. She excelled, of course, in 
both roles. Yvonne has also made a huge contribution to the life of PL beyond Pupil Support, being a key player in 
our development of a distinctive learning culture, and innovative ways of developing student achievement. 

Yvonne’s modesty and humility mean that students, staff and families trust her, but she is never afraid to say what 
she means, and those who have worked with her have always appreciated her honesty and intelligence. Yvonne’s 
values are what drives her, and she has been a role model and inspiration to many, many people.  

It is very hard to imagine Preston Lodge without Yvonne, and as she seeks new challenges beyond school education 
we wish her all the very best. You have been a good friend, staunch ally and strong support to many, Yvonne, and 
you remain a PLer for life, now! Thank you for everything that you have done for our school, and thank you for 
making us all proud to be PL.  

 

Eli Michael 

Today we also say farewell to Eli Michael, in our Home Economics team. Eli first 
joined the school as a Modern Languages teacher, then made the switch to 
retrain as a Home Economics teacher.  

Eli has brought the same skill and commitment to both roles, and she now 
heads a short distance along the A1 to Queen Margaret University, where she 
will become a lecturer and researcher on their education courses.  

Thank you for all that you have done for our school, Eli, and we wish you the 
very best of luck in your next steps. 
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Derek France—School Librarian of the Year? 

Many congratulations to Derek France, our wonderful School Librarian, who last week 
was shortlisted for the UK School Librarian of the Year Award. After being longlisted 
judges were so impressed with Derek’s work that he progressed to the final stages of this 
prestigious annual competition.  

This  award is the UK School Library Association’s 
recognition of the excellent work carried out in 
school libraries every day, and to highlight the 
practice of those whose work is outstanding. Our 
library is central to our work as a nurturing school 
offering access to books and technology, promoting 
reading for pleasure and information & digital 
literacy skills, of course, but it is also a home for 
many clubs, events and leadership opportunities. 

We are so pleased that the judges have put Derek 
forward to the shortlist for and we will welcome two 
members of the judging panel to our school in May, 
who will meet with Derek, staff, students, and 
observe Derek ‘in action’, delivering an Information 
Literacy session, a book club session, a study support 
group and generally soaking up the atmosphere of 
the library. Best of luck Derek! #VeryproudtobePL 

 

Football Success 

Many congratulations to S6 student Nicole Hogg, who this week has 
been selected to play for the English Deaf Ladies football team! 
Nicole was scouted and selected for the GB Ladies Deaf Olympics 
Football team due to compete in Brazil, but unfortunately the team 
was withdrawn from the competition. However, Nicole impressed 
the England staff so much that they wanted her to join their team. 
The catch was that Nicole is Scottish! However, Nicole has English 
family, and because Scotland do not have a national Deaf Ladies 
Team Nicole has been allowed by the SFA and FA to become an 
England player and will head off to Portugal for a training camp in 
May.  
 
Nicole has played football for 11 years and has loved every moment. 
She’s been lucky enough to play for Preston, Hearts, Hibs and 
Musselburgh Windsor and has also been part of the East Regional 
squad in Primary 7 and a member of the East Regional Under 14s 
Ladies Scotland squad. This is a real honour for Nicole and her proud 
family say they will now fly the England flag with honour for their 
amazing Lioness! PL is proud of you, too, Nicole and good luck in 
Portugal! 
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S6 Dance 

We had a great time with our S6s at last night’s dance—our first school social event in over two years! Staff and 
students alike had a great evening eating, dancing and playing party games at a Movie-themed event, and we hope 
you enjoy these pictures. 
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S6 Destinations 2022 

We asked our S6 students to tell us what they plan to do after school, and this is what they agreed that we could share:  

 Maisie Aitchison Join the Police 

Lewis Allan-Brown Hopefully a football coaching course at Napier University 

Fergus Bowman International Relations at Edinburgh University 

Hamish Bemrose-Brown Abertay University 

Adam Brown Human Health at Heriot Watt Univesity 

Kai Brown Mechanical Engineering apprenticeship 

Gregor Cargill Chemistry at Edinburgh University 

Ami Chambers Social Sciences at Glasgow Caledonian University 

Thomas Chatwin History at Edinburgh University 

Daniel Combe Electrician 

Sam Coutts Journalism at Napier University 

Rachel Cowe Architectural Technology at Napier University 

Sadie Craig Psychology 

Andrew Currie Study Music 

Caleb Currie Don’t have a clue 

Adon Davie Tesco First 

Sam Devlin Paramedic Science/Medicine at Robert Gordon’s University 

Lily Devine Economics/Business at Glasgow University 

Alicia Dudgeon Tattoo Apprenticeship 

Cameron Dudgeon Film making/music 

Eleanor Dunbar Games design and production at Abertay University 

Georgia Fraser Not sure 

Dylan Gardner Get a job 

Murray Gilfillan Graduate apprenticeship– Quantity Surveyor 

Mollie Gray Psychology at Strathclyde University 

Eilidh Grzybowski History at Edinburgh University 

Molly Grzybowski Psychology at St Andrews University 

Adam Hanratty Apprentice electrician 

Caitlin Heaney Nursing at University 

Rebecca Hill Primary teaching at University 

Nicole Hogg Sports development at college 

Niamh Hutchison History of Art at Edinburgh University 

Mark Kaminski Music at Edinburgh College 

Stasiu Kisiel Chemistry at Edinburgh University 

Annaliese Mack Geoscience at Edinburgh University 
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 Taylor Marr Psychology at St Andrews University 

Jamie McDonald French and German at Heriot Watt University 

Sula McDonald Computing Science at St Andrews University 

Joshua McEwan Computer games development at Edinburgh College 

Nathan McFie Construction at Edinburgh College 

Libby McLeod Business Management at Edinburgh University 

Lillia McKean Nursing at Edinburgh University 

Will McNeill Primary school teaching at Stirling University 

Lewis Miller History and Classics at Oxford University 

Andrew Morgan Water slide testing expert 

Fizaa Muhammad Education Studies at Queen Margaret University 

Robbie Mein Going into Cyber Security 

Carla Mulholland Journalism at Robert Gordon University 

Callie Mullen Midwifery and Nursing at Napier University 

Georgia Murray Medicine at Edinburgh University 

Lauren Peattie Geography teacher 

Samuel Robertson Philosophy and Classics at Edinburgh/St Andrews University 

Callum Ross Get an apprenticeship in electrical installation 

Emily Russell Dental Nurse apprenticeship 

Maya Scott Primary teaching at Glasgow University 

Nicole Scoular Art and Design at Dundee University 

Scott Francis Smith Law at Strathclyde University 

Calvin Smith Look for apprenticeships 

Ellie Stables Philosophy at Aberdeen University 

Ally Stewart Primary teaching 

Kieran Stibbles RAF pilot 

Emma Taafe Musical Theatre at Kelvin College 

Kathryn Taylor Primary Teaching at Strathclyde University 

Estelle Telford Criminology at Napier University 

Ciara Torrance Vet Nursing or Paramedic Science 

Xander Totten Film and English at Napier University 

Jake Watson International Relations at St Andrews University 

Harris Wilson Electrical engineer 

Ryan Wilson McMillan welding 

Ben Young English Literature at Edinburgh University 
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Competition Success in Livingston! 

 
Our Pipe Bands were in action last weekend at the Lothian & Borders Branch Indoor Competition, held at James 
Young High School in Livingston. 

There were solo competitions in the morning followed by mini-band and full band competitions in the afternoon. 

Charlie Mack and John Dunbar finish in 1st and 2nd place respectively in the 14yrs and under solo piping. Aaron 
Scott was 1st in the 10yrs and under Drumming Competition. Kaylyn Macnab and Abbey Smith finished 3rd and 4th 
respectively in the 15 – 18yrs Tenor Drumming. 

Both of our bands finished in 2nd place in their respective grades. 

Novice B Grade Result Juvenile Grade Result 

1st – George Watson’s College 1st – George Watson’s College 

2nd – Preston Lodge High School 2nd Preston Lodge High School 

3rd – Burntisland & District 

4th – George Heriot’s School 

5th – West Lothian Schools 

The judging showed that our Juvenile Band ran George Watson’s incredibly close, and we now look forward to the 
coming national and international competitions! 
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The Liam and Daniel ‘Then and Now’ Series        Cousins Charlie and Aaron with their Winners Trophies 

 

Bouncy Science 

This week PL's amazing Science 
Club members made custard 
bouncy balls from borax, PVA 
glue and custard powder. 

The pupils used their skills of 
measuring and precision and 
they really paid off when the 
custard balls bounced incredibly 
high! 

Neve, Calum and Caitlyn (all of 
S1) agreed that they enjoyed 
coming to Science Club each 
week because it is 'interesting 
and fun' and the team said it was 
a great way to learn more about 
a subject they really enjoy. 

Science Club starts back after 
Easter on Monday 25th April at 
1pm in Mrs Patrizio's room in the 
Science Department. Everyone is 
welcome and we will be doing 
experiments that go with a 
bang!  

Hope to see you there, and in the meantime, Happy Easter from Team Science! 
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House Update 

The house team have been busy over the past few weeks in the lead up to our S6 House Captains leaving 
us.  Firstly, we challenged all of our S1 register classes to complete riddles during registration.  A big well done 
to  1Go1,1Go2 and 1Se2 for getting all the answers right and winning points for their houses! 

We were delighted to have our first, in person event in the hall last week.  Finish the Lyric saw pupils ranging from 
S1 to S6 trying to sing the next lyric to songs throughout the decades!  We also had a staff round, where we 
discovered the hidden vocal talents of Mrs Malamos, Mr Goodlet and Mr Young.  The event was great fun and it 
felt so nice to all be together again celebrating our House competition.   

Gail Lugton 
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S2 Computer Programming 

In S2 ICT classes have been learning to programme using the Scratch programming language.  For the final part of 
this unit, pupils were asked to create their own games.  Two of the games are shown below. 

Emma Webster, PT Technologies 

 

Dean Bingham 2Gr1— Football Tig  

My game is called Football Tig. In my game you play as the mouse and try to collect the apples. But there is a twist, 
because there is a good apple (red apple) that gives you points and there’s a bad apple (green apple) that takes 
points away. The aim is to collect lots of apples. There’s another twist - there is a ball trying to tig you.  

 

Sadie Kavannah 2Gr2—Floating Fish 

My game is called Floating Fish. The aim of the game is to avoid the 
blue blocks by floating round them (pretty similar to Flappy Bird.) 
You click the mouse to make the fish move up and it moves down if 
you don’t touch anything.  

 

 

 

S3 Crafting 

Our S3 Textiles class had a 
productive week, spending time 
away from their material 
crafting Easter cards. Well done 
to the students for producing 
some lovely results! 

Liz  Nicoll, PT Health & Wellbeing 
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Easter Graphics 

The S3 Graphic Communication class have been working on an Easter-themed photoshop task. 

They were brushing up on their photoshop skills by inserting images, removing backgrounds, cropping images, 
learning about using layers, how to scale/skew an image, and blending colours and textures.  

Some great images were produced! 

Laura Armstrong, CDT 
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The writing’s on the … desks! 

Who says revision isn’t fun? 

This week we enjoyed some fantastic revision lesson with National 5 Geography students. Having borrowed ideas 
from other departments, we decided to draw on the desks, and our students showed lots of excellent physical 
geography recall! 

Well done to all involved and good luck in your exams. 

L Mitchell, Geography. 

Weather depressions, synoptic symbols and air masses 

No desks were harmed in the production of this revision! 
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Formation of a sand bar and sand spit 

Formation of a corrie 
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S6 House Events 

Our S6 students spent their last Thursday afternoon in school taking part in a House game of Dodge Ball, and our 
annual tug of War competition! 
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Library News 

Pupil Librarian of the Month 

Neve couldn’t make the photo for March’s Pupil Librarian of the 
Month award, so a belated congratulation to Neve Wood for your 
amazing efforts organising and launching our new library club: The 
Hearts and Stars Club.  

Well done Neve!  

Hearts & Stars Club 

The Hearts & Stars Club created this 
wonderful display of carefully chosen books 
as part of their Pupil Librarian training – 
Fabulous Feminist Fiction: books with female 
protagonists, books about feminism and 
feminist subjects, and books showing 
equality! 
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Creative Writing Club 

Thank you to Mr Tracey for visiting our Creative Writing Club to talk about his Postgraduate Creative Writing 
Course. This was helpful and inspiring, providing practical hints & tips with an overview of potential career options 
for writers. We hope you will return for another visit! 
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Book of the Week 

The Crossing by Manjeet Mann 

Natalie’s world is falling 
apart. She’s just lost her mum 
and her brother marches the 
streets of Dover full of hate 
and anger. Swimming is her 
only refuge. Sammy has fled 
his home and family in Eritrea 
for the chance of a new life in 
Europe. Every step he takes 
on his journey is a step into 
an unknown and 
unwelcoming future. A twist 
of fate brings them together 
and gives them both hope. 
But is hope enough to mend a 
broken world? 

In this verse novel two lives run in parallel, culminating in each attempting a Channel crossing for shockingly 
different purposes. With writing which ebbs and flows parallel to the two main characters, this book moves and 
pulls the reader emotionally through a storm of emotions. The use of an innovative structure and an immersive 
verse style make this a captivating read, which raises and discusses sensitive issues with care and compassion. The 
interconnecting strands of verse link together expertly to form an emotionally charged story of loss, suffering and 
hope. An important, emotional and powerful read. 

Derek France, School Librarian 

 

Pasta Support! 

We loved these pictures of ASN Auxilliary, Stuart Wilson,  
making pasta whilst supporting our S3 chefs! 
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Financial Support Available to Families 
Clothing Grants 

Some families are eligible for a Clothing Grant.  If this may apply to you, please visit the Free School Meals and 
Clothing Grants area of the East Lothian Council website for further information.  

If you would like some help completing these forms, support is available on the East Lothian Council website, or 
email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk. We will be happy to help you. 

 

 

 

Community Fund 

A combination of corporate funding secured by the Preston Lodge Learning Foundation, and money from our Pupil 
Equity Fund means that we are able to offer immediate support to all families who need it, breaking down financial 
barriers to learning. This year we have also been delighted to receive generous support for school uniform costs for 
specific students from the Preston Seton Gosford Area Partnership.  

This Community Fund is available to all families, and we very much encourage families to apply for a confidential, 
quick grant if they need support. 

Grants are expected to be in the region of £10 to £50, but all applications are considered on an individual 
basis.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, and members of the wider community. 

An application form is available on school’s website here and please email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 
or call 01875 811170if you have any questions. 

Visit www.pllf.org.uk to find out more about the school’s charitable Trust, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation,  

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

 

 Dates for Your Diary! 

Monday 25 April All Resume 

Wednesday 27 April Study leave begins unless students have exam on 27th April. 

Monday 2 May May Day Holiday 

Thursday 12 May P7 Outdoor Challenge Day 

Tuesday 17 May S1 Health Day 

Monday 23 May In-service Day 5 

Wednesday 25 May and Thursday 26 May HPV Vaccinations S1-3 and catch ups 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2020/06/26/community-fund-application-form-updated-26-june/
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
http://www.pllf.org.uk

