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Dear PLer, 

It was great to see our Pipe Bands perform at 
the British Championships last weekend. The 
pride of PL, both bands performed really well 
in atrocious Gourock weather conditions,  
coming away with very creditable results. We 
look forward to following their progress as the 
competition season unfolds. 

A massive thank you to our Pupil Librarians, 
who not only bagged us some books this week, 
but also played a major role in hosting our 
SYLA judges, who visited Preston Lodge last 
week. They joined us to find out about the 
work of Derek France, our School Librarian. 

Derek, of course, has been short listed for UK 
School Librarian of the Year and we wish him the 
very best as the competition enters its final phases. 

We’re looking forward to welcoming an East 
Lothian team into our school next week for a 
Safeguarding Review, as part of the their work with 
all schools to secure improvements in safeguarding 
and child protection. We will, of course, update you 
on the outcomes of their visit once it has taken 
place. 

I hope everyone has a good weekend. 

Gavin Clark, Headteacher 
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PL at The British Pipe Band Championships 

We’ve waited a long time for this but on Saturday 21st May at Battery Park in Gourock, Pipe Bands once again were 
able to take part in the first Major Championships in 3 years. Unfortunately, someone forgot to inform the weather 
gods who gave us cold and wet conditions that were far from ideal for piping and drumming. 

Our Novice band had the honour of being the first band to compete on the day and they gave a very brave 
performance while the wind blew in from the Clyde to finish 12th in the Novice B grade. 

Our Juvenile Band followed 15 minutes later playing first in the Juvenile Grade and achieved 3rd place behind Dollar 
Academy in 1st and George Watson’s College in 2nd Place. 

The Pipe Band have another very busy schedule this weekend as we will play at the Cockenzie and Port Seton Gala 
Day on Saturday and on Sunday will be running a Water Station for the Edinburgh Marathon, as well as playing a 
concert at St. Mary’s Church in Haddington premiering An Anthem for East Lothian with the rest of the 
Instrumental Music Service for East Lothian. 

Lee Moore, Pipe Major 
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Googling Ghana 

1Se2 have been learning about the Developing World in Modern Studies, 
and how some countries in Africa in particular compare to Scotland.  

In the last few weeks they have been specifically learning about the 
differences in the education systems, and they were lucky enough to enjoy 
a Google Meet with volunteer teachers from East Lothian in Ghana! Chloe 
Hood and Ella Fraser have been in Akasti with Project Trust since 
September working in a secondary school teaching English, Maths, and lots 
of extra-curricular activities. They took time out of their busy day to tell 
1Se2 about the project, what life is like in Akatsi and gave us a tour of the 
local area in the middle of a tropical storm!  

1Se2 asked some brilliant questions about life in Ghana, including the 
toilets! Since then some of the senior pupils at the school in Akatsi have 
introduced themselves to 1Se2 by recording and editing videos for them - 
which was a great treat!  

Laura Illingworth, PT Humanities 
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Coming Soon … Parents Portal! 

Parents Portal is a new way for 
parents of primary and secondary 
pupils to securely access 
information on their children, 
interact with their schools and 
easily access other school 
services. 

By using a single login, parents 
will be able to update their own 
details, update their children’s 
details (by the main parental 
contact) , report absences, look 
up their children’s reports, access 
SchoolPay, the school calendar 
and much more.   

Preston Lodge will shortly be launching the service for parents, with instructions on how to register.  More details 
will be available soon…. 

 

Prize-giving 

We are delighted that our annual Prize-giving event is back this year, with two separate events both taking place 
on Tuesday 21 June. We will mark our S1-3 students academic and wider achievements from 5.45pm to 6.45pm on 
that day, and S4-6 students will be recognised in a separate event between 7.30pm and 9.00pm. 

This is a real community event, and we always acknowledge the wider achievements of our students as well as 
their academic achievements. For that reason, we really welcome community nominations for students or groups 
of students who might deserve one of our Special Awards. These Awards recognise students who may have: 

 shown impressive potential, tenacity or initiative in achieving success  

 shown commitment to our aims and values—learning, achievement, respect, community, happiness. 

 made significant efforts to develop themselves in preparation for life beyond school 

 improved the lives of other students or members of our community 

If you know of any students who should be considered for this year’s Special Awards simply email 
lwyllie@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk and thank you for helping us out! 
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S1 Health Day 

Some more pictures from our S1 Health Day last week! 
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Library News 

Waterstones Trip 

I entered a competition on Twitter and was lucky to win £250 of Waterstones vouchers! So, the Pupil Librarians 
enjoyed a trip to Waterstones, Princes St, on Wednesday 11th May to buy books for the library! Each pupil chose a 
book we didn’t have in stock, explaining why they felt it should be included in the library. Each book will be 
labelled with the name of the pupil who chose it and their reason for doing so. We were treated to cake, coffee 
and hot chocolate, with a few extra freebies for the library! Huge thanks to Mr Goodlet from our Biology Dept who 
accompanied us on the trip (and who chose a book for the library!). 

Reading before catching the train to Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh! 
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Books! 

 

Book of the Week 

The Best Ever Jobs In Technology by Paul Mason 

Will your future career be in the exciting world of technology?  

This book will show you that there is so much more to a science career 
than using a spanner.  

If you want to be an architect, a robotics expert, a space technician, a 
racing bike designer or even a film editor, then you're going to need a 
lot of technology know-how.  

There are lots of careers that use technology in one way or another 
and this book will open your eyes and your mind to the possibilities 
that technology can bring! 
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Non-Fiction Books 

A massive THANK YOU to Preston Lodge Learning Foundation for funding the beginning of our new, contemporary 
and relevant non-fiction section. Onwards! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Derek France, School Librarian 
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The Willie Innes Youth Games 
 
This term we welcome back East Lothian’s Youth Games, recently renamed the Willie Innes Youth Games in 
memory of the former Council Leader. The Youth Games involves all six Secondary Schools, who send squads of 
players to compete against each other in Badminton, Basketball, Football, Golf, Hockey and Rugby. This year we 
need more S1 and S2 pupils to join our current squads, to make sure we have teams to play in each sport. To 
join, students should make sure they have discussed this with their parents, and should simply turn up at the 
next training session. 

Badminton: More Girls & Boys Needed! 
Girls & Boys teams will be selected from those who attend lunchtime Badminton in the Games Hall on a Tuesday 
1.05pm to 1.45pm with Mr Young. 
 
Basketball: More Girls & Boys Needed! 
Girls & Boys teams will be selected from those who attend lunchtime Basketball in Gym 2 on a Tuesday 1.05pm 
to 1.45pm. 
 
Football: Girls & Boys squads will be selected from the existing S1 & S2 teams.  
 
Golf: If you play regularly and have an official handicap, give your name to Mr Sellwood, with a note of your 
home club and handicap. 
 
Hockey: More S1 & S2 Girls Needed! 
S1 & S2 Girls teams will be selected from those who attend after school Hockey on the ASTRO on a Wednesday 
3.30pm to 4.30pm with Karen & Lara. 
 
Rugby: More S1 & S2 Boys needed! 
S1 & S2 Boys teams will be selected from those who attend after school Rugby: 
S1 on a Wednesday 3.30 to 4.30pm with Fred @ PL HS PE Dept. 
S2 on a Tuesday 6.30pm to 8.00pm with John Mary Murray Park. 
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School Lottery  

Congratulations to our local weekly Preston Lodge High School lottery winner, Ms M from Prestonpans on Saturday 
21st May 2022.  

If you would like to help us raise essential school funds and haven't signed up yet, you can visit our lottery here - 
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school 

There is a guaranteed cash prize every week, lots of other prizes and the chance to win up to £25,000!  

Thank you for your support 

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation  

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school
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Financial Support Available to Families 
Clothing Grants 

Some families are eligible for a Clothing Grant.  If this may apply to you, please visit the Free School Meals and 
Clothing Grants area of the East Lothian Council website for further information.  

If you would like some help completing these forms, support is available on the East Lothian Council website, or 
email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk. We will be happy to help you. 

 

 

 

Community Fund 

A combination of corporate funding secured by the Preston Lodge Learning Foundation, and money from our Pupil 
Equity Fund means that we are able to offer immediate support to all families who need it, breaking down financial 
barriers to learning. This year we have also been delighted to receive generous support for school uniform costs for 
specific students from the Preston Seton Gosford Area Partnership.  

This Community Fund is available to all families, and we very much encourage families to apply for a confidential, 
quick grant if they need support. 

Grants are expected to be in the region of £10 to £50, but all applications are considered on an individual 
basis.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, and members of the wider community. 

An application form is available on school’s website here and please email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 
or call 01875 811170if you have any questions. 

Visit www.pllf.org.uk to find out more about the school’s charitable Trust, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation,  

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

 

 Dates for Your Diary! 

Wednesday 1 June EL Willie Innes Youth Games 

Thursday 2 June S1 period 2 Target/Setting tracking sent to parents 

Friday 3 June Queen’s Platinum Jubilee—additional holiday, Study Leave Ends 

Monday 6 June New timetable starts 

Thursday 9 June Parent Council meeting 7-9pm 

Thursday 16 June S3 Target Setting/Tracking period 2 sent to parents 

Friday 17 June S6 Blazer fitting 9.30-11am 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2020/06/26/community-fund-application-form-updated-16-may-22/
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
http://www.pllf.org.uk

