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Dear PLer, 

It’s been an amazing week at 
PL, and I hope you enjoy this 
bumper edition of PLus. Our 
school activities and events 
are most definitely back! 

I hope everyone has a great 
weekend. 

Gavin Clark, Headteacher 
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PL Sports Day  

The PL sports day took place on Thursday, with 96 pupils from S1/2 taking part in multiple events. Events included 
100m, 200m, 300m, 800m, long jump, high jump, shot put & discus. There was also a House relay event, which 
involved an S1/2 mixed team. Grange placed first, Seton came second and Gosford followed third.  

It was a great day, with a great deal of talented pupils performing for a place at the County Sports, which takes 
place on Thursday 16 June at Meadowmill. The PE department are extremely impressed with the positive attitudes 
and hard work that all pupils showed across the day! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Page 3 

Preston Lodge is a community of learning.  We value achievement, happiness and respect.                            10 June 2022 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Page 4 

Preston Lodge is a community of learning.  We value achievement, happiness and respect.                            10 June 2022 

Juvenile Band Do the Double at Innerleithen! 

 

The Lothian & Borders Branch Championships took place at a sunny Victoria Park in Innerleithen on Saturday, and 
turned out to be a hugely successful day for the Pipe Band. 

The Novice band had 2 firsts in piping and tied for first place, however George Watson’s took the honours on 
ensemble preference. 

Novice Juvenile B—Results 

 

 

 

 

 

The Juvenile Band competed in the Grade 3 and Grade 2 Competitions and finished in First Place in both 
competitions also winning Best Drum corps in each grade! 

 

 

Band Piping 1 Piping 2 Drum- Ensemble Total Place 

George Watson’s 2 2 1 1 6 1st EP 

Preston Lodge 1 1 2 2 6 2nd 
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Grade 3 MSR - Results 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 2 Medley - Results 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This gives us a real confidence boost going into the UK Championships in Northern Ireland next weekend. 

 

Charlie Performs with the National Youth Pipe Band of Scotland! 

PL piper, Charlie Mack S2, joined other members of the National Youth Pipe Band of Scotland last Wednesday in 
the Kelvingrove Museum and Art Gallery to perform the Scottish and Ukranian National Anthems ahead of the 
World Cup qualifier between the 2 countries last week. Charlie was later interviewed by various media 
organisations including the BBC and STV. You can see a clip of his STV performance here. Well done, Charlie! 

Band Piping 1 Piping 2 Drumming Ensemble Total Place 

Preston Lodge 2 1 1 1 5 1st 

George Watson’s 1 2 3 2 8 2nd 

Tweedvale 4 3 2 4 13 3rd 

Camelon & District 5 5 4 3 17 4th EP 

Stockbridge 3 4 5 5 17 5th 

Band Piping 1 Piping 2 Drumming Ensemble Total Place 

Preston Lodge 2 1 1 1 5 1st 

George Watson’s 1 2 3 2 8 2nd 

Tweedvale 4 3 2 3 12 3rd 

Stockbridge 3 4 4 4 15 4th 

https://news.stv.tv/sport/scotland-to-take-on-ukraine-in-crucial-world-cup-qualifying-semi-final
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S6 Induction 

Whilst we were not able to go away, as in 
previous years, for an overnight induction 
programme we were keen to do something in 
school.   

We worked with the S6 this week getting them 
set up for the challenges of S6.  They worked in 
groups over two afternoons, and we looked at 
their hopes and concerns about being in S6, 
how the Senior Team and our new House 
Captains will be selected and fundraising 
opportunities.   

We were really impressed with their ideas 
around how they will take things forward and 
are excited to work with them over the next 
session 
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S5 INDUCTION 

Our wonderful new S5 cohort got together on Thursday afternoon for S5 Induction.  The aim was to think about 
what will help to make us successful learners this year, while also having some fun.  We made skills and attributes 
body maps, tackled the human knot challenge, played rounders out in the sun, and finished the afternoon with a 
House tug of war competition.  I’m disappointed to report that Seton were out and out winners of the tug of war, 
although they were also the only House to have a body map disqualified.  So that surely makes Gosford (and 
maybe Grange) overall winners. 

Many thanks to Chris Thomas, Laura Martin, Andrew Christensen and Susan Malamos for running this event, and 
to all the S5s who made the afternoon such good fun. 

Hannah Craigie 
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Fuel Change Challenge 

As part of their induction week our S6 students took part in a 
Fuel Change Challenge ‘Super Sprint’ on Wednesday. 

It was an interesting, worthwhile and thought-provoking 
morning of activity, and well done to our new S6 for 
representing the school so well! 

Rights Respecting Schools  

On Wednesday 1 June, the RightS Respecting Schools Steering group had their first meeting to discuss 
the Rights Respecting School Award. Those that attended were Roma Millar, Cody Fleetham, Jayden 
Walker, Shannon Middlemass, Freya Berry, Gracie Barber, Zara Neilsen, Michael Bell, Natalie Cairns, 
Freya Berry, Harry Inglis, Finlay Duff and Gracie Gaughan. Some of our other members were 
representing the school at the Youth games and we look forward to welcoming them to our next meeting. Our 
group is eager to make the school proud and are thrilled for the near future. You will be hearing more about our 
work between now and next year so watch this space.  

Gracie Barber 

 

Work Experience Success 

Drax is offering young people a valuable insight into the world of work at its 
sites in Scotland, as part of the renewable energy company’s commitment to 
supporting education and skills. The programme gives students the 
opportunity to work alongside highly trained staff, observe practical tasks and 
ask questions to improve understanding and help them decide if a Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM) career is right for them. 

Our own Lewis Dow spent a week at Daldowie Fuel Plant shadowing engineers 
and getting an insight into what work on the plant is like.  You can find out 
more here! Lewis said: “It’s been a great experience coming to site and seeing 
a very large industrial plant for real. All the staff have been very friendly 
showing me around and explaining how it all works. It’s let me see the 
difference between school and the working environment. I would like to thank 
everyone who took time to show me around.” 

https://www.drax.com/uk/press_release/drax-boosts-education-and-skills-with-work-experience-placements/
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PROM 2022 

It was so lovely to have our first S6 prom since 2019.  The class of 2022 did themselves proud at Strawberry 
Barn last Thursday.  We had a fantastic evening and the dance floor was never empty.   

It was a great end to S6 for a fabulous group of young people.  We look forward to seeing them for the S6 
March Out at Prize-giving on 21 June.  We will miss the class of 2022 for sure! 
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Run for Steedy 

PL players from the first team and the 
school colts team (S5 and S6) ran 
the Edinburgh Half marathon in support 
of their coach Mark Steedman, who has 
recently been diagnosed with High 
Grade Non Hodgkin's Lymphoma.   

The group effort raised an amazing 
£6,296, all of which is being donated to 
the Walk with Scott Foundation.  

The boys have shown a fantastic 
community spirit to support their much
-loved coach.  Well Done PL pupils past 
and present! 
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The science of puff candy 

On the last day of S1, 1B2, 1C3 and 2C3 were all taught the 
science behind making puff candy.  

The classes have all been learning about chemical reactions 
and what better way to demonstrate this than with a fun 
experiment that can be enjoyed at the end !!  

Elaine Cargill, Science 
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PL play tennis!  

This year 16 Preston Lodge High School pupils have been developing their tennis skills every Thursday lunch time in 
the school hall. Longniddry Tennis club have supported the scheme with top quality coaching from Euan Cameron. 
This week the pupils enjoyed a tennis afternoon in the sun with pizzas and Euan’s tunes! Special thanks to 
Longniddry for their incredible offer of a free membership for the PL Tennis Club students. 

Chris Thomas 

 
Karate Success 
 
Cameron Furness became the Scottish Grand Prix Junior -76kg 
Champion last Sunday! This was the first major competition in 
Scotland post-pandemic, and he is hoping to continue his 
development at the WKF K1 Youth League in Croatia. Well done, 
Cameron! 



 

 

Page 20 

Preston Lodge is a community of learning.  We value achievement, happiness and respect.                            10 June 2022 

Library News 

Win £1000 for the School Library 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nominate Preston Lodge School Library, and if yours is one of the five winning entries, you’ll also win a £100 
National Book Token for yourself! Visit National Book Tokens to enter. 

 

Pupil Librarians  

All 20 of the books chosen by our Pupil Librarians now have a 
stickered dedication and are ready for borrowing! Here’s a 
just couple . . . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June is Pride Month 

To mark this year’s Pride 
Month, some of the Pupil 
Librarians are organising a 
Pride Party in the Library, at 
lunchtime, on Monday 20th 
June. Open to all students and 
staff!  

 

 

 

https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools
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Reading for Pleasure  

I’m pleased to announce our library loans 
have risen again this year, with students 
borrowing regularly for class reading and 
reading for pleasure. Reading for pleasure is 
recognised as volitional, choice-led reading of 
any text. It inspires creativity, improves 
employability among young people, supports 
better mental health, wellbeing and empathy, 
and is one of the most effective ways to help 
children escape the poverty cycle.  

In order to help me support their journey as 
readers, each student has been emailed a 
short questionnaire. 

Can I ask all parents and carers also answer a short questionnaire? This would be a great help! You can access it 
here and it should only take 2-3 minutes. Thank you! 

 

Book of the Week 

Prisoners of Geography: Ten Maps That Tell You Everything You Need To Know 
About Global Politics by Time Marshall 

Seeing geography as a decisive factor in the course of human history can be 
construed as a bleak view of the world, which is why it is disliked in some 
intellectual circles. It suggests that nature is more powerful than man, and that 
we can only go so far in determining our own fate. 

Splitting the globe into ten distinct regions, former Sky News Diplomatic Editor 
Tim Marshall redresses our techno-centric view of the world and suggests that 
our key political driver continues to be our physical geography. Beginning with 
Russia (and its bewildering eleven time-zones), we are treated to an 
illuminating, border-by-border disassembly of what makes the world what it is; 
why, for instance, China and India will never fall into conflict (the Himalayas), or 
why the Ukraine is such a tactical jewel in the crown. 

With its panoptic view over our circumstance, Prisoners of Geography makes a 
compelling case around how the physical framework of the world itself has 
defined our history. It’s one of those books that prompts real reflection and one 
that on publication absolutely grasped the imagination.  

 

Derek France, School Librarian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://forms.gle/nwrWnYCYh9Ureibw5
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School Lottery  

The Results are in! Congratulations to our local weekly Preston Lodge High School lottery winner, Mrs C from 
Prestonpans on Saturday 4th June 2022. 

If you would like to help us raise essential school funds and haven't signed up yet, you can visit our lottery here - 
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school 

There is a guaranteed cash prize every week, lots of other prizes and the chance to win up to £25,000!  

Thank you for your support 

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation  

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school
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Financial Support Available to Families 
Clothing Grants 

Some families are eligible for a Clothing Grant.  If this may apply to you, please visit the Free School Meals and 
Clothing Grants area of the East Lothian Council website for further information.  

If you would like some help completing these forms, support is available on the East Lothian Council website, or 
email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk. We will be happy to help you. 

 

 

 

Community Fund 

A combination of corporate funding secured by the Preston Lodge Learning Foundation, and money from our Pupil 
Equity Fund means that we are able to offer immediate support to all families who need it, breaking down financial 
barriers to learning. This year we have also been delighted to receive generous support for school uniform costs for 
specific students from the Preston Seton Gosford Area Partnership.  

This Community Fund is available to all families, and we very much encourage families to apply for a confidential, 
quick grant if they need support. 

Grants are expected to be in the region of £10 to £50, but all applications are considered on an individual 
basis.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, and members of the wider community. 

An application form is available on school’s website here and please email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 
or call 01875 811170if you have any questions. 

Visit www.pllf.org.uk to find out more about the school’s charitable Trust, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation,  

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

 

 Dates for Your Diary! 

Wednesday 15 June Summer Concert 

Thursday 16 June S3 Target Setting/Tracking period 2 sent to parents, East Lothian County Sports 

Friday 17 June S6 Blazer fitting 9.30-11am 

Tuesday 21 June Prizegiving S1-3 5.45-6.45pm, S4-6 7.30-9pm  

Wednesday 22 June P7 Transition Visit 

Thursday 23 June P7 Transition Visit, P7 Parents’ Information Evening 

Friday 24 June P7 Transition Visit 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2020/06/26/community-fund-application-form-updated-16-may-22/
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
http://www.pllf.org.uk

