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Dear PLer, 

We’ve had a lovely end to term, with our S1 House 
Event a highlight. I hope you enjoy this picture-
packed edition of PLus, and that you and your 
family have a great holiday. 

We look forward to another great term of learning, 
achievement, respect, community building and 
happiness. Thank you for your support. 

Gavin Clark, Headteacher 

A tree fit for a Queen … see page 2 
Our Senior Team 

Head students Ross Buckley, Olivia Ramsay and Iris Scott with deputes Megan Anderson, Amy Thomson and Chloe Watt 

Good luck, Derek! 

The big day is nearly here! On 20 October our School Librarian, Derek France, will 

attend an awards ceremony in Swindon where the UK School Librarian of the Year 

will be announced. Derek is at the heart of our work as a school, and we are so 

proud that he has been recognised in this way. 

Win or not, this is a massive achievement for Derek. Good luck, Derek! We are all 

rooting for you! 
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Remembering Eilidh 

In the summer of 2020 our community was hugely saddened by the untimely 
passing of Eilidh Buckley. Eilidh was a real star in our school, and had just left 
sixth year to train as a primary teacher at Stirling University.  

Eilidh was a Depute Head Girl, and she was upbeat, caring, clever, capable and 
kind. She made our school a better place, and her loss to meningitis was a 
dreadful shock to everyone.  

Covid restrictions meant it was not possible to properly commemorate Eilidh’s 
contribution to PL until school visitor rules changed last term. We were 
delighted, then, to gather in our school last night to remember Eilidh properly. 
Eilidh’s friends, Emily Fisher, Rebecca Hamilton and Isla Moodie worked hard 
to organise the event, and thank you and well done to them for making this 
happen.  

We were delighted that 
so many friends, family, 
students, staff and PLers 
were able to join us. 
Many wore pink, and we 
shared with everyone a 

beautiful bench and cherry tree, placed in our S6 garden in Eilidh’s name, as 
well as some inspiring quotations, chosen by Eilidh’s friends, which have been 
displayed in our foyer. 

Eilidh will always be in our thoughts, and we now have more tangible reminders of her time with us at PL. 
Any member of our community is welcome to come into school to sit on the bench, read the quotes and 
admire our new cherry tree. 

Thank you, Eilidh. Always a PLer. 
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S3 Youth Achievement Awards 

Our S3 pupils have been busy this term getting 
started with a new qualification called The Bronze 
Youth Achievement Award. This award is part of a 
pathway created by Youth Scotland, and is designed 
to reward children in their journey through school or 
outwith school as they take part in learning and 
various commitments in the community. This is the 
first recognised award that the pupils can gain on 
their own SQA record of achievement and is the 
equivalent of a National 4. If you click on the link 
below it will take you to the main webpage for the 
awards and all you need to do is look at the Bronze 
level: 

What are the Youth Scotland Awards? | Youth Scotland 

The majority of pupils in S3 will take part in four Challenges over approximately 12 weeks. These range from 
developing our school garden areas to learning enterprise skills so that pupils can independently organise an event 
in school. Within each Challenge the pupils build their ability to understand their own strengths and areas they 
need to develop. This self-reflection is an important part of the course, as they then set themselves personal 
targets to try and achieve during a Challenge. 

The areas students might choose to develop are transferable skills, which are the skills employers are really looking 
for when a young adult is applying for a job. Skills such as being able to work in a team, being able to communicate 
well, good timekeeping or being able to plan ahead. The pupils might also decide they want to improve their hard 
skills. These are skills specific to a task or job, such as touch typing, coding or measuring/weighing ingredients. 

The pupils work in the double lesson with their teacher, learning about a new topic, but also have to think about 
working towards two targets. As they complete a task in the class they then create evidence to prove they’ve 
carried out the work in class, but that they have also worked in a positive way towards reaching their personal 
targets.  This combination of building a folder of work for each Challenge along with the practical work in each 
lesson gives our S3s a great development phase of organising and reflecting skills ready for when they tackle their 
first exam subjects in S4. 

Ian Sellwood, YAA Coordinator 

 

 

https://www.youthscotland.org.uk/awards/about-our-awards/what-are-the-youth-scotland-awards/
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S3 Youth Achievement Awards Case Study: The PL Cup 

Last Friday afternoon, Nathan Combe, Kacper Sarota, Lucas Donnelly, 
Michael Bell, Josh Buchanan and Matthew Amy held a football 
tournament, “The PL Cup”, as part of their School of Social Enterprise 
course, which contributes towards their S3 Youth Achievement Award. 
Funds were raised in support of The Pennypit Trust.  

The boys organised all aspects of the event and the afternoon was a huge 
success, with team Captain Jay Deighan leading his team to victory and 
winning the much sought after PL Cup. Team Deighan went on to 
challenge a staff team in the hope of retaining their PL Cup, and you can 
read more on the next page.  

The School of Social Enterprise boys did well organising the whole competition ,as did everyone that came along to 
play and support the event. A special thank you to the S6 boys, Liam Till, Fraser Falgate, Finlay Yule, Daniel 
Filogonio and Lucas Tait who came along to referee the games whilst also contributing to their own Platinum Youth 
Achievement Award. 

Lee Dowling and Heather Tait 
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The PL Cup Final: Charity Football 

On Wednesday lunchtime this week, Team Deighan played against a staff team in the final of the PL Cup! 

After going one goal up staff celebrations were cut short when Team Deighan equalised. This theme carried on 
throughout both halves, with the final score being 4-4.  

A large number of pupils turned out to watch the footballing spectacle of the year and to cheer the pupils 
on—a good time was had by all. The event, organised by S3 boys from the School of Social Enterprise as part of 
their Bronze Youth Achievement Award was a huge success and they would like to thank all players and staff for 
giving up their time for the event, and to everyone that took part throughout the entire PL Cup as well as a thank 
you to everyone that came along to support it.  

A special thank you to Ben Taylor for his unbiased refereeing skills for the game. All funds raised from the event go 
towards The Pennypit Trust. 

 

 



 

 

Page 6 

Preston Lodge is a community of learning.  We value achievement, happiness and respect.                       14 October 2022 

 

 



 

 

Page 7 

Preston Lodge is a community of learning.  We value achievement, happiness and respect.                       14 October 2022 

S1 House Challenge 

On Wednesday afternoon our S1 pupils took part in a big house challenge.  The pupils spent the afternoon working 
on various challenges which were devised and run by our S6 House Captains.  Pupils had to work together as a 
team and try to encourage everyone to do their best.  They were working on a variety of activities such as "Name 
the Country", "Anagram challenge", "Beat the Goalie" and "Memory test".  The sun came out and we all had a 
great afternoon working together and having fun.   

And the results were: 

1st place: 1Go2 

2nd place: 1Se1 

3rd place: 1Gr3 

And winning a special prize for being the most supportive practical class was 1B2! 

Well done to everyone for taking part in a great event! 

Gail Lugton 
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Maths Supported Study 

 

 

We are delighted to re-introduce supported study in Maths for this session. Students who have attended this in 
previous years have really benefitted from some extra revision and having a time outwith lessons to get support 
with their Maths. Come along to complete any homework tasks or get support on areas of Maths you find 
challenging or to do some revision! A teacher will always be on hand to support you. 

S1-S3:  This is held on a Tuesday lunch time in Maths Room 8 (Mrs De Havilland’s room). 

S4-S6:  This is held on a Thursday after school from 3.30pm – 4.30pm in Maths Room 1 (Mrs Coyle’s room).  

See you there! 

Steven Grady, Mathematics Teacher 

 

 

Rights Respecting Steering Group 

Our Rights Respecting Steering Group met this week to start work on our action plan to gain a Bronze Rights 
Respecting School status. 

Some great ideas were put forward by some very enthusiastic pupils! Watch out for more information and 
hopefully gaining our Bronze award next term ... 

Mrs de Havilland, Mrs Malamos, Mrs Montgomery and Miss Christie. 
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Anyone for Pizza? 

S1 have been very busy this week making pizza.   They created their own dough and added their favourite 
toppings. Mr Clark visited 1A2 today and was very impressed by their energy, enthusiasm and pizza making skills. 

(He did try to steal a slice but the class did not oblige!  )   

Mhairi Beattie, Home Economics  
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The Equality Committee      

Last week the equality and inclusion committee was 
formed by a number of S6 students. The group intends to 
raise awareness of the nine protected characteristics 
identified under the 2010 Equality Act , which includes 
race, religion and belief, gender reassignment, sex, sexual 
orientation, maternity, marriage and civil partnership, 
and age. 
 
There will also be an assembly coming soon which will 
talk about the main focuses of the group and the 
protected characteristics. 
 
This month is Black History Month and students in Social 
Studies are looking at inequalities in America, with Art 
and English hoping to incorporate lessons on Black 
history. 
 
There will also be an upcoming wear red to school day, on 
Friday October 28th, in which students will be encouraged to 
wear red along with their school uniform. Donations are 
welcomed and will be donated to “Show Racism the Red card”, 
an organisation that produces educational resources to 
challenge misconceptions, stereotypes and negative attitudes in 
society. 
Georgina Barker, S6    

 

 

Community Arts Consultation  

To assist with future planning, East Lothian Council Arts Service and The Brunton Theatre Trust are carrying out a 
consultation into East Lothian residents’ views about participatory arts activities at The Brunton in Musselburgh 
and also out in the community, across East Lothian. This consultation is taking place in order to get residents’ views 
and to make sure activities respond to identified interests and needs.  

Individuals and groups are being encouraged to complete a survey accessed on East Lothian Council’s consultation 
portal, linked to here https://bit.ly/ArtsViews .  

Hard copies of the survey are available to pick up in East Lothian libraries and from The Brunton box office counter. 
The survey will be available to complete until 10 December. 

The results of the consultation will be used to develop plans for arts activities going forward. 

Charlotte McMillan 

Development Officer, Community Arts (Wed-Fri) 

East Lothian Council Arts Service 

 

 

https://www.theredcard.org/resources-and-activities
https://bit.ly/ArtsViews
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Connected Communities 

Christmas is fast approaching and the PSG Community Centres are working alongside Pennypit Community 
Development Trust & other agencies to support members of our communities who will struggle this year. 
To help us provide support we are reaching out for donations of the following items. 
Any donations can be given here at the centre or Longniddry Community Centre, Prestonpans 
Community Centre and The Pennypit Family & Learning Centre - SCIO 

Emma Brown 

Connected Communities Manager – Preston Seton Gosford  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pennypittrust?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/pennypittrust?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/longniddrycommunitycentre?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/longniddrycommunitycentre?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/ppanscc?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/ppanscc?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/pennypitcentre1/?__tn__=kK*F
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School Lottery  

The Results are in! Congratulations to our local weekly Preston Lodge High School lottery winner Mrs M from 
Prestonpans on Saturday 8 October. 

If you would like to help us raise essential school funds and haven't signed up yet, you can visit our lottery here - 
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school 

There is a guaranteed cash prize every week, lots of other prizes and the chance to win up to £25,000!  

Thank you for your support 

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school
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Financial Support Available to Families 
Clothing Grants 

Some families are eligible for a Clothing Grant.  If this may apply to you, please visit the Free School Meals and 
Clothing Grants area of the East Lothian Council website for further information.  

If you would like some help completing these forms, support is available on the East Lothian Council website, or 
email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk. We will be happy to help you. 

 

 

 

Community Fund 

A combination of corporate funding secured by the Preston Lodge Learning Foundation, and money from our Pupil 
Equity Fund means that we are able to offer immediate support to all families who need it, breaking down financial 
barriers to learning. This year we have also been delighted to receive generous support for school uniform costs for 
specific students from the Preston Seton Gosford Area Partnership.  

This Community Fund is available to all families, and we very much encourage families to apply for a confidential, 
quick grant if they need support. 

Grants are expected to be in the region of £10 to £50, but all applications are considered on an individual 
basis.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, and members of the wider community. 

An application form is available on school’s website here and please email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 
or call 01875 811170if you have any questions. 

Visit www.pllf.org.uk to find out more about the school’s charitable Trust, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation,  

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

 

 Dates for Your Diary! 

Monday 24 October Additional Holiday Day  

Tuesday 25 October In-service 3  

Wednesday 26 October Students Resume  

Thursday 27 October S6 Halloween Dance 

Tuesday 1 November S1 (1Go1) Visit to Battle of Prestonpans Museum  

Thursday 3 November Senior Phase Target Setting/Tracking period 1 sent to parents 

Tuesday 8 November 1Go2 Visit to Battle of Prestonpans Museum 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2020/06/26/community-fund-application-form-updated-16-may-22/
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
http://www.pllf.org.uk

