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Dear PLer, 

Our students also did really well at last weekend’s World 
Drumming Championships, and well done to everyone for 
representing our school so brilliantly.  Courtney Burdett is now 
a World Champion Tenor Drummer—that is an enormous 
achievement, and well done! 

The big news over the holiday week was that Derek France, 
our School Librarian, became UK School Librarian of the Year! 
Many congratulations to Derek—this is also an enormous 
achievement. 

It’s been a good week, and many thanks to our S6s for making 
last night’s Halloween Disco such an enjoyable evening. It was 
great spending time with you all. 

I hope everyone has a great weekend. 

Gavin Clark, Headteacher 

 

 

 

A tree fit for a Queen … see page 2 
Our Senior Team 

Head students Ross Buckley, Olivia Ramsay and Iris Scott with deputes Megan Anderson, Amy Thomson and Chloe Watt 
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Our very own Derek France is the UK School Librarian of the Year! 

We are delighted that Derek France, our much-loved school librarian, was awarded School 
Librarian of the Year—Secondary at a glittering awards ceremony last week. 

Derek works tirelessly to create a culture of literacy, wellbeing and happiness in our library. 
Derek has energised a love for literature, creativity and game playing through the many 
clubs our library runs, and he empowers students to start their own clubs, including the 
new Feminist club, Hearts and Stars.  

He has also organised many online and live author visits, a new Parent/Carer Book Club and is a key member of our 
school’s team taking forward the equality agenda . A science teacher commented that this is the first school where 
he has taken advantage of the library, not because of the space but because of the librarian. 

The panels evaluated the entries based on each school’s needs, potential and commitment to improving education 
standards and also noted Derek’s engagement with different departments; bringing the library into the heart of 
the school. Derek runs fun and engaging research lessons tailored to what each class and teacher needs. Our 
library really does feel at the heart of the life of our school. 

On the night Derek said “I’m a bit speechless," said Derek France. "It’s so unexpected, delightful and wonderful. 
The community here is amazing and it’s wonderful to be recognised for the work we do. I just want to say how 
important it is and lets keep doing it! The student librarian and library helpers will be delighted to receive this, and 
I foresee a library party happening very soon!”  

Well done, Derek! We are all proud of you, and thank you for all that you have done for our school. 

 

Press Release: Winners of the prestigious SLA Awards 2022 were announced last night (Thursday 
20 October, 2022) at a Swindon awards ceremony. 

 

The awards recognise the country’s best school library workers, their achievements, and their work to create and 
drive incredibly positive contributions to learning. According to a poll of SLA members, over 3 million books were 
lent to pupils over the last year alone, an average of 18 books per pupil. These annual awards recognise, celebrate 
and promote the vital role school libraries play within their communities. Considered the most influential accolade 
in the industry, the annual awards are open to all state, academy and private schools. They are designed to identify 
and celebrate examples of best practice across the UK. 

The judges selected one ‘Secondary School Librarian of the Year’ award winner and two joint winners in the 
‘Primary School’ category. One winner was presented with the award in the ‘Enterprise’ category and one winner of 
the ‘Community Award’. The judges also gave a highly commended award to Hull Schools Library Service for its 
work with St Charles Academy. 

The winners of the School Library Association 2022 awards in each category were: 

School Librarian of the Year Award – Secondary School 

Derek France - Preston Lodge High School, East Lothian 

School Librarian of the Year Award – Primary School joint winners 

Rumena Aktar - Firs Primary School, Castle Bromwich, West Midlands 

Jenny Griffiths - Ravenscourt Park Preparatory School, London 

Enterprise Award 

Broughton Junior School - Aylesbury, Berkshire 

Community Award 

Alexandra Palace Children’s Book Award Team 

Hull Schools Library Service - Highly Commend for their work with St Charles Voluntary Catholic Academy, Hull, Yorkshire 
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BBC 100— Share Your Career Story 

On Thursday we were delighted to welcome the BBC 100 celebrations back into our school, and S1-3 students took 
part in a really interesting careers-focused session in our Assembly Hall. The BBC had carefully selected local 
industry professionals who were guided by a BBC host through a discussion focussed on careers in storytelling. 
Storytelling is incredibly important to a whole range of different careers, such as Marketing, News/Sport reporting, 
Law, Entrepreneurship, Design and so much more! Our panellists were: 

Ruairidh Allen—Customer Success 
Manager, Fanbase Clubs 

Robyn Pitchford – TV and Radio 
Presenter BBC 

Adam Knight – Marketing Officer, The 
Queen’s Hall Music Venue, Edinburgh 

Susanna Smith – Content Assistant, 
Radio 1  

Our students found the sessions really 
engaging, and asked really interesting 
questions.  

Thanks to the BBC for sharing their 
100th Anniversary celebrations with us! 
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Drumming Success! 

Our drummers did so well at the World Solo Drumming Championships last weekend.  

I'm delighted to announce Courtney Burdett is a World Champion Tenor Drummer, having won Juvenile Section A! 
Well done, Courtney—this is a massive achievement! 

Eilidh Scott also achieved 3rd place in the same category, Kayla Morrison achieved 3rd place in Juvenile Section B 
and Daniel Farrell, our Novice Band’s Leading Snare Drummer achieved 6th place in Juvenile Section 1, a very 
competitive section. 

We also had Daniel Filligonio, Kaitlyn Mack, Amy Davanna, and Annaliese Mack competing, and they all did the 
band proud. 

Kindly, pipers Angus, John, Archie and Jamie all gave up their Saturday to travel through to Glasgow to accompany 
the drummers. 

Thanks to everyone for their support of the band. 

Morven Walker, Drumming Tutor 

More pictures next week! 
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S3 Geography: Rivers in the Classroom 

At the end of last term some of the S3 geography pupils ran experiments in the classroom to test how water moves through 
model rivers and work out how it relates to the real world. Pupils investigated how slope angle affects how easily a river can 
transport sand and gravel. They also recreated the formation of waterfalls, meanders and river valleys in a sand box. This was 
part of the S3 Rivers unit and preparation for the upcoming field trip to the Water of Leith in November, where students are 
looking forward to getting their feet wet and seeing rivers in action! 

Hannah Milne, Geography teacher 
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Daydream Believers 

Daydream Believers is a new course at Preston Lodge, which has been introduced 
at senior level and in our S2 curriculum as a means to develop two main skills 
which UK employers believe are vital in the modern workplace -creative thinking 
and problem solving. The courses have been created by organisations such as 
Rockstar, Lego, and the Ellen McArthur Foundation (to name a few) and they 
encourage students to think critically about the world around them.  

Our school has been praised for being one of the only schools in Scotland to have 
introduced the critical thinking course into S1-3. It is also the only school in East 
Lothian to deliver the course at senior level.  This is something we are especially 
proud of as the Daydream Believers team have just been selected as one of the 
top 100 most impactful education innovatorss in the world by hundreED. More 
information about this can be found here. 

All of our S2 classes have been working on various creative projects, where they 
have been designing personal brands and watches, and creating communities for 
their own online game design. Examples of their work can be seen in the pictures below. Our senior students are 
just about to finish their first unit of work where they were tasked with the challenge to make people more aware 
of circular fashion - watch this space for more information 

Laura Illingworth, PT Humanities 

https://cdn.hundred.org/uploads/report/file/168/hundred_global_collection_2023_digital.pdf
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Skating Success 

Well done to Samira Williamson, who at the recent Tayside International Figure Skating competition placed 14th 
our of 64 competitors. With the current closure of Murrayfield Ice Rink Samira trains twice a week in Kirkcaldy 
before school! A massive commitment, and a great result!  
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S6 Halloween Disco 

We had a great evening with our S6s at last night’s Halloween Disco. Our students had really pulled out all the 
stops, and along with some great tunes provided by Ms Lugton and Mrs Vines there was acrobatics, sing-a-longs, 
pizza and, of course, plenty of photos! We hope you enjoy them! 
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2022 Careers ExPLoration Day 

Are our young people ready for the world of work?  What does the job market look like now and how might that change in the 
next five or ten years?  The conversations we have about work, and work related skills, are very important and we all have a 
role to play.   

Children and young people are at the centre of learning. Our aspiration is that they should all develop the four capacities to 
become: 

Successful learners 

- enthusiasm and motivation for learning 

- determination to reach high standards of achievement 

- openness to new thinking and ideas 

- think creatively and independently 

- link and apply different kinds of learning in new situations 

Confident individuals 

- self respect 

- a sense of physical, mental and emotional wellbeing 

- secure values and beliefs 

- relate to others and manage themselves 

- pursue a healthy and active lifestyle 

- assess risk and take informed decisions 

Responsible citizens 

- respect for others 

- commitment to participate responsibly in political, economic, social and cultural life 

- develop knowledge and understanding of the world and Scotland's place in it 

- understand different beliefs and cultures 

- make informed choices and decisions 

Effective contributors 

- an enterprising attitude 

- resilience 

- self-reliance 

- communicate in different ways and different settings  

- work in partnership and in teams 

- solve problems 

 

So, ask some questions, open questions (ones that require more than a yes or no answer), of our young people!   

 

Dylan Bell, Guidance Teacher 
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November 15th 2022 
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Connected Communities 

Christmas is fast approaching and the PSG Community Centres are working alongside Pennypit Community 
Development Trust & other agencies to support members of our communities who will struggle this year. 
To help us provide support we are reaching out for donations of the following items. 
Any donations can be given here at the centre or Longniddry Community Centre, Prestonpans Community 
Centre and The Pennypit Family & Learning Centre - SCIO 

Emma Brown 

Connected Communities Manager – Preston Seton Gosford  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pennypittrust?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/pennypittrust?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/longniddrycommunitycentre?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/ppanscc?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/ppanscc?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/pennypitcentre1/?__tn__=kK*F
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School Lottery - The Results are in!  

Congratulations to our local weekly Preston Lodge High School lottery winner Mr H from Prestonpans on Saturday 22 October 
2022. 

If you would like to help us raise essential school funds and haven't signed up yet, you can visit our lottery here - 
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school 

There is a guaranteed cash prize every week, lots of other prizes and the chance to win up to £25,000!  

Thank you for your support 

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school
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Financial Support Available to Families 
Clothing Grants 

Some families are eligible for a Clothing Grant.  If this may apply to you, please visit the Free School Meals and 
Clothing Grants area of the East Lothian Council website for further information.  

If you would like some help completing these forms, support is available on the East Lothian Council website, or 
email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk. We will be happy to help you. 

 

 

 

Community Fund 

A combination of corporate funding secured by the Preston Lodge Learning Foundation, and money from our Pupil 
Equity Fund means that we are able to offer immediate support to all families who need it, breaking down financial 
barriers to learning. This year we have also been delighted to receive generous support for school uniform costs for 
specific students from the Preston Seton Gosford Area Partnership.  

This Community Fund is available to all families, and we very much encourage families to apply for a confidential, 
quick grant if they need support. 

Grants are expected to be in the region of £10 to £50, but all applications are considered on an individual 
basis.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, and members of the wider community. 

An application form is available on school’s website here and please email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 
or call 01875 811170if you have any questions. 

Visit www.pllf.org.uk to find out more about the school’s charitable Trust, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation,  

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for Your Diary! 

Tuesday 1 November S1 (1Go1) Visit to Battle of Prestonpans Museum  

Thursday 3 November Senior Phase Target Setting/Tracking period 1 sent to parents 

Tuesday 8 November 1Go2 Visit to Battle of Prestonpans Museum 

Tuesday 15 November Vareers ExPLoration Day 

Wednesday 16 November 1Go3 Visit to Battle of Prestonpans Museum 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2020/06/26/community-fund-application-form-updated-16-may-22/
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
http://www.pllf.org.uk

