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Dear PLer, 

We’ve had a great week in school. From a brilliant careers 
day, to a lovely coffee morning for S6 students and staff, 
with author visits, and lots of great learning in between! 

I hope you enjoy this week’s jam-packed PLus and that 
you have a good weekend. 

Gavin Clark, Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A tree fit for a Queen … see page 2 
Our Senior Team 

Head students Ross Buckley, Olivia Ramsay and Iris Scott with deputes Megan Anderson, Amy Thomson and Chloe Watt 

Stop Press! 

Well done to our S6 Charities 
Committee. Their Children in 
Need events raised £616 to-
day! More on this next week, 
but for now thank you to 
everyone who contributed. 
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Careers ExPLoration Day 

We had a wonderful day of Careers ExPLoration on 
Tuesday, when over 30 employers, trade 
organisations, colleges and universities joined us in 
our Assembly Hall for a lively, engaging and hugely 
motivational event. Feedback from employers was 
so positive—our students did us proud. 

Many thanks to Dylan Bell, PT Guidance, for the 
enormous amount of work that went into making 
the day such a success. Dylan hoped to sow the 
seeds of knowledge and enthusiasm, build 
aspiration and to help young people feel 
valuable, optimistic about the future and ready to 
branch out. This certainly happened, and provided 
a really welcome antidote to all the recent 
challenges our students have faced. 

We are grateful that so many gave up their time to 
support our students, and we look forward to 
working with the same organisations in the months 
and years to come.  

Working together we can find positive destinations 
for all of our students. 
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Raising Agents 

Reverse Advent Calendar 

Firstly, we are doing a reverse advent calendar which will be donated to the East Lothian Sunday Fresh Chicken 
Dinner Boxes (check them out on Facebook).  This is a calendar which gives back.  Instead of opening the door to 
reveal a chocolate (or other item!) you do the giving 

They are particularly looking for: 

Shortbread 

Mince pies 

Sharing savoury snacks 

Small boxes of chocolate 

Boxes of biscuits 

Hot chocolate 

Christmas cake 

Oatcakes 

Savoury crackers 

Candy canes 

Tea bags 

 

 

Women’s Aid 

Our second venture is to collect toiletries, sanitary products, toothbrushes etc to donate to the local branch of 
Women's Aid.  They are very grateful for our donations each year.  The Christmas period is a time when domestic 
violence increases and many women have to flee their homes without basic provisions.   

 

If any parent/carer or friend of the school would like to contribute to our collection please ring the buzzer at the 
main entrance to the school and pass your donation to a member of the office team. 

 

Thank you for your continued generosity 

Julia Robertson (on behalf of the Raising Agents) 
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PLer wins a Blue Peter Badge! 

Charlie Mack and his and his pal Thomas from the National Youth 
Pipe Band of Scotland played the bagpipes for on Blue Peter last 
Friday, talked to the presenters and taught them how to play! 

Charlie—of course—got a Blue Peter badge and had a great 
experience. Well done, Charlie, and you can see him on the BBC 
iplayer here, just after 21 minutes ... 

Senior Practical Cookery Class 

Our senior Practical Cookery students enjoying a cooked 
breakfast - they got to choose their ingredients and 
create their own breakfast and sit and eat it during class. 

There were sausages, bacon, black pudding, haggis, 
tattie scones, a variety of eggs, beans, vegetarian sliced 
sausage, hash browns, toast, tea and coffee. 

Everyone enjoyed it and the delicious smell went round 
the whole school! 

Wendy Waldie, Home Economics 

PL Running Club 

Recently the PL Running Club has been reaching 
new heights and having a fantastic time! We have 
been varying our routes and spending some time at 
Meadowmill. 

We are looking for new members of any age and 
ability (pupils and staff!) to come along every 
Tuesday after school for an enjoyable running 
session to benefit body and mind—Meet at the PE 
changing area at 3.45pm. 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

Ms Malamos and the Running Team. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m001f0t0/blue-peter-meet-our-new-presenter-joel-mawhinney
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Sharing History … 

S6 Mason Lees visited Miss Marr's English class, on Thursday.  Mason had the class enthralled with his lesson about 
his Great Grandfather's role in the war.   

The class has been studying the novel, The Machine Gunners, where the characters collect war souvenirs, including 
a German machine gun.  Mason's GGF was in the RAF and was first on the scene in Eaglesham, Ayrshire when 
Rudolf Hess's plane crashed in a field. Mason prepared a powerpoint with photos and information, telling the class 
about Rudolf Hess and what happened.  Part of the wreckage is in the Museum of Flight but Mason also had some 
family souvenirs in the shape of the actual speedometer from the plane and Rudolf Hess's lapel badge.  He had left 
his uniform in the cockpit to avoid recognition.  The class was amazed by the story and felt privileged to be able to 
handle the photographs, Nazi lapel badge and speedometer. Thank you to Mason and his family for this unique 
lesson. 

Louise Marr, English 
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Battle of Prestonpans Visit for 1Go3 

IGo3 got lucky this week, because not only did they take part in a wonderful Battle of Prestonpans experience, but 
they did it on a sunny Wednesday, rather than a (very) rainy Tuesday, due to our big Careers Event. Liam Riddell 
shared his thoughts with us: 

Today we were lucky enough to go on a S1 trip to the 1745 Battle of Prestonpans battlefield. To start we mad our 
way from the school to meet our tour guide Aaron who started to take us around Prestonpans. One of the first 
places we stopped at to talk about was the church at Tranent and we heard about how Bonnie Prince Charlie's 
army (the Jacobites) stayed there for a while and kept their horses there. The church is also famous for where 
Beatrix and Mary Jenkinsin stayed for a while. According to Bonnie Prince Charlie the prettiest lassies he had seen 
since he arrived in Scotland! Ruby Hunter 

I liked taking selfies with Bonnie Prince Charlie at Prestonpans Museum. I also like seeing Tyrese getting dressed 
up as a Jacobite and Abbie as a Red Coat. On the way back we were waving at people in their cars and they waved 
back which was really funny. It was making the people smile and brightened up their day. 

Laura Illingworth, PT Humanities 

And Skye Beveridge’s 1Go2 report missed last week’s print deadline last week: On the battlefield trip we walked to 
where the Jacobites and the Red-coats met then we went to where they fought. After that we made our way to the 
museum with some stops on the way to have a look and talk about a couple of murals. I learnt that the battle took 
place on 21st of September 1745 on the field entering Prestonpans and that it only really lasted for 15 minutes. I 
enjoyed when we were talking about the different materials of clothing that were used and why they were used. 



 

 

Page 9 

Preston Lodge is a community of learning.  We value achievement, happiness and respect.                   18 November 2022 

YES! – Meet Upcycle17 

This year our S6 Students have been taking part in the Young Enterprise Scotland (YES), Company Programme.  A 

real-life learning opportunity that introduces young people to the realities of the world of work. The programme 

inspires and equips young people to learn, develop and reach their full potential through enterprise.  Students also 

have the opportunity to achieve an SCQF Level 6 qualification through Glasgow Kelvin College while they work 

through programme.   

Board of Directors   

Over the last few weeks, the Students 

have had great fun, creating a start-up 

company, reviewing the different skills and 

strengths within the team, before deciding 

on their Board of Directors and then 

generating their idea to upcycle furniture.  

They have named their Company 

Upcycle17.  

The Students have been a pleasure to work with and have shown great 

enthusiasm and initiative in running a business from the outset, 

securing their first piece of free furniture to be upcycled from a local 

resident in Prestonpans.  

 

 

We need your help…. 

As part of the group’s market research it would be great if you would 

take the time to read their first article below and complete their 

questionnaire at the end to aid their market research.    

The furniture is looking great!  

Please give them a follow on Instagram: Upcycle_17  

Thank you!   
 
Julie Lowe  
Head of Development  
Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 
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About us  
 
Over the course of this year, we will be running our 
very own student-led business, Upcycle17, through 
the Young Enterprise company programme! This 
allows us to develop new skills and make friends 
along the way. For our company, we aim to upcycle 
aged/damaged furniture looking for a new home. In 
the future, we even have the option of continuing 
the company after S6 finishes if we wish!  
 
Our first project is a chest of drawers which we have 
already begun upcycling. The whole team has come 
together and the business is doing really well. We 
are all looking forward to our first product being 
ready to sell! We are also about to start a range of 
other projects such as the nesting tables pictured 
below as well as chopping boards and coasters, 
which we may be producing for future events or 
activities in school and outside in our community.  

 
 

Our team 

Our team has twelve committed and hard-working members, 
some of which you will see in the photo below. We are all excited 
to show off our business, the brand and its sustainability - which 
furthers the circular economy.  
 
 

 
 
Please fill in our survey next week! 

We would really appreciate your time 
and ask you to fill out our survey when 
it goes out next week by email. In just a 
few short questions, you can help 
further our understanding of who our 
customers are and what they would like 
to see, which is very important to us. 
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Staff and S6 Celebration Coffee Morning 

A huge thank you to all the staff who baked fantastic goodies for our celebration coffee 
morning today.  We wanted publically to say a huge congratulations to Derek France on 
being Librarian of the Year. 

Twelve staff made a variety of treats to enjoy – all of them were gorgeous … but the Star 
Baker for her chocolate brownie was Katie Vines. We raised £140 which will be used to buy 
gift vouchers for Aidan’s Magical Gifts to give to the Sick Kids at Christmas. 

Julia Robertson, DHT 
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How many HE teachers does it take to work an oven?   

We had 12 staff members stay behind after school on Tuesday to make some delicious treats for our Staff for S6 
and Staff celebration coffee morning. Pleased to report we had no 'soggy bottoms', as PE happily volunteered to 
taste test the bakes for quality control purposes! A big thank you to all who joined in. 

Sophie Richmond, Home Economics 
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Library News 

Book Week Scotland 

We welcomed two wonderful authors to celebrate Book Week Scotland. This year’s theme is Scotland’s 
Stories. On Tuesday, Tom Morgan-Jones visited. Tom is an award-winning illustrator with over 30 years’ 
experience, illustrating over 75 book for children, satirical board games, has been published in 
newspapers, on the sides of milk cartons and the back end of buses! Tom provided an amazing afternoon 
of illustration and zine-making on the topic of Finding My Place. Asking students the story of a place 
where they feel they can be themselves, where they go to recharge and relax, if it’s a real or imaginary 
place, a group of people, or even a language. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday we welcomed Tendai Huchu to the library. Tendai is a Zimbabwean author, now living in 

Edinburgh, and has so far written four novels and been shortlisted for the Cain Prize for African Writing. 

His Young Adult novels, known as The Edinburgh Nights series (Library of the Dead and Our Lady of 

Mysterious Ailments), are set in an impoverished, dystopian Edinburgh of the near-future. Tendai 

provided us with a fabulous, engaged and engaging visit to chat about his writing, ghosts, community 

legends, and took time to provide feedback to some of our own creative writers.  
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Non Fiction November 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book of the Week 

What Is Politics? Why Should We Care? And Other Big Questions by Michael 
Rosen and Annemarie Young 

Politics, in its widest sense, affects us all, every day. What if there were no 
politics? What would that look like? What does it mean to be political or non-
political and what effect do each of these positions have? 

This book is a highly topical look at how politics affects everyone in society. It 
looks at the whole political spectrum, in countries around the world and 
examines what politics means in different contexts and situations. What forms 
can political action take, and what difference does it make? 

There are contributions from a range of writers, who, along with the authors, discuss how their ideas of 
what politics is and can do have been shaped by their life experiences. Readers are encouraged to think 
for themselves about the issues discussed and decide how or whether they would like to take part in 
politics at some level. 

Derek France, School Librarian 
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Connected Communities 

Christmas is fast approaching and the PSG Community Centres are working alongside Pennypit Community 
Development Trust & other agencies to support members of our communities who will struggle this year. 
To help us provide support we are reaching out for donations of the following items. 
Any donations can be given here at the centre or Longniddry Community Centre, Prestonpans Community 
Centre and The Pennypit Family & Learning Centre - SCIO 

Emma Brown 

Connected Communities Manager – Preston Seton Gosford  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pennypittrust?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/pennypittrust?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/longniddrycommunitycentre?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/ppanscc?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/ppanscc?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/pennypitcentre1/?__tn__=kK*F
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School Lottery - The Results are in!  

Congratulations to our local weekly Preston Lodge High School lottery winner Mrs W from Longniddry on Saturday 11th 
November 2022.  

If you would like to help us raise essential school funds and haven't signed up yet, you can visit our lottery here - 
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school 

There is a guaranteed cash prize every week, lots of other prizes and the chance to win up to £25,000!  

Thank you for your support 

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school
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Financial Support Available to Families 
Clothing Grants 

Some families are eligible for a Clothing Grant.  If this may apply to you, please visit the Free School Meals and 
Clothing Grants area of the East Lothian Council website for further information.  

If you would like some help completing these forms, support is available on the East Lothian Council website, or 
email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk. We will be happy to help you. 

 

 

 

Community Fund 

A combination of corporate funding secured by the Preston Lodge Learning Foundation, and money from our Pupil 
Equity Fund means that we are able to offer immediate support to all families who need it, breaking down financial 
barriers to learning. This year we have also been delighted to receive generous support for school uniform costs for 
specific students from the Preston Seton Gosford Area Partnership.  

This Community Fund is available to all families, and we very much encourage families to apply for a confidential, 
quick grant if they need support. 

Grants are expected to be in the region of £10 to £50, but all applications are considered on an individual 
basis.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, and members of the wider community. 

An application form is available on school’s website here and please email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 
or call 01875 811170if you have any questions. 

Visit www.pllf.org.uk to find out more about the school’s charitable Trust, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation,  

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

 

 Dates for Your Diary! 

Monday 21 November S2 Online Parents’ Evening 

Tuesday 22 November 1Gr1 Battle of Prestonpans Museum visit 

Tuesday 29 November 1Gr2 Battle of Prestonpans Museum visit 

Monday 5 December  P7 Parents’ Open Evening 

Tuesday 6th December 
Nasal Flu Vaccinations 

1Gr3 Battle of Prestonpans Museum Visit 

Thursday 8 December Senior Citizens’ Afternoon Tea Party 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2020/06/26/community-fund-application-form-updated-16-may-22/
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
http://www.pllf.org.uk

