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Dear PLer, 

It is such a busy time of year, and this week’s PLus 
reflects that. Inside you’ll find some great 
examples of the sort of hands-on learning that our 
staff provide for students, both in and out of 
school, and this week we even have some Maths 
puzzles for you try! 

It was tricky choosing a picture for the front cover 
this week, but in the end our S3 Geographers won 
out—everyone was so impressed with how well 
they handled standing in a river, taking 
measurements, in applling weather! 

Whilst excitement is starting to build around 
Christmas, pages 6-8 provide opportunities to 
support those who may be facing a tougher 
festive season than others. If you are able, do 

consider supporting either our own in-school 
Christmas appeals,  The Pennypit’s collection, or 
Rotary’s Angel Tree appeal. We are always 
humbled by how generous our community is, and 
thank you to the many students and families who 
have already supported our own appeal.  

I hope you will be able to join us for our Christmas 
Concert on 13 December. It will be the first time 
in three years that we’ve been able to organise a 
live festive event, and we are really looking 
forward to it. Ticket details will be shared soon. 

In the meantime, enjoy this edition, and I hope 
everyone has a lovely weekend. 

Gavin Clark, Headteacher 

A tree fit for a Queen … see page 2 
Our Senior Team 

Head students Ross Buckley, Olivia Ramsay and Iris Scott with deputes Megan Anderson, Amy Thomson and Chloe Watt 
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Construction and Built Environment Challenge 

On Tuesday 22nd of November nine pupils from Preston Lodge (Fern Blackie-Smith, Prentice Blackley, Murray 

McConnell, Isabel Russell-Hardt, Neve Wood, Jacob Rollo, Niamh McMath, Anna Foley and Isla Luke) attended this 

years’ Construction and Built Environment Challenge. During the event, held at SRUC Oatridge Campus, the pupils 

completed a series of challenges which included: the roof tiles challenge where the pupils had to assemble a series 

of roof tiles to create a pattern; building bricks, which had the pupils build a spiral column from shaped bricks; and 

PUKKA paving which involved the pupils laying sand and constructing a mono-block paving design.  

The pupils had a fun afternoon and learned a lot about the opportunities available linked to construction, 

engineering and the built environment. The pupils worked really hard during all of the challenges and the 

organisers had very high praise for the PL team, commending them for their team work. Well done team PL! 

Heather Tait—Craft, Design and Technology 
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Senior Enhanced Learning Provision 

Senior ELP students have been journeying their way through 'The Food Route' since the 
beginning of the year. This programme looks at diet and health, shopping, cooking and food 
safety, to help participants lead healthier lifestyles. This week they showed off their food 
preparation skills with some delicious Pain au Chocolat (and there may have even been 
some Christmas tunes playing in the background too!) We love Thursday afternoons in HE! 

Sophie Richmond—Home Economics 

 

S2 Baking Club 

S2 Baking Club ended on a high with cheesy garlic dough 
balls. Students got to show off their dough making skills and it's safe to 
say Miss Clark's and Miss Richmond's stomachs were rumbling after 
seeing the trays come out of the oven! Well done for completing a jam-
packed 4 weeks—we look forward to seeing more of your creations at 
home. 

Sophie Richmond—Home Economics 
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Children in Need  

Last Friday we celebrated BBC Children in Need, an annual event which has always been 
part of our S6 Charities Committee’s fundraising calendar.  This year the fundraising effort 
consisted of a bake sale, a ‘Guess the number of sweets in the jar’ contest and a ‘Fun and 
Games’ House competition, with students from S1 to S6 challenging each other in different 
events in the hall.  

The delicious cakes baked by the S6 students were in great demand, and sold out within 10 
minutes!  Many thanks to the wonderful Home Economics department for their assistance.  

‘Guess the number of sweets in the jar’ was very hotly contested, but congratulations go to Grace Warnock. 

Meanwhile, various events were in full flow in the hall, all superbly compered by Stuart Wilson, Gail Lugton and 
Katie Vines.  First up saw S1 and S2 students from each House challenging each other in a limbo competition, with 
Conrad Davanna displaying some very impressive limbo skills and winning the competition for Gosford. 

The final event pitted S3 to S6 students from 
each House against each other in a ‘Finish the 
lyric’ battle.  All involved faced up to the 
challenge with admirable gusto, with Iris Scott 
securing a win for Grange. 

The wonderful S6 Charities Committee 
managed to raise a fantastic £616 for Children 
in Need.   Thank you to all who helped to make 
the event such a success.  

Rebecca Pique and Emma Turnbull 
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Reading Rocks 

‘Reading Rocks’ is a new S6 paired reading scheme which we are 
introducing during the academic year of 2022-23.  It involves S6 
pupils spending a period a week helping younger pupils to pick out 
texts (from a range of genres) and reading together as part of their 
English Literacy Interventions lessons.   

The project is targeted at pupils in S1 and S2 who have lost their 
motivation for reading and aims to help them achieve their true 
reading potential.   

It’s fantastic that we now have access to an exciting range of 
exclusive ‘Reading Rocks’ reading materials, thanks to funding from 
the Preston Lodge Learning Foundation, which will be available in 
the library in order to help cultivate a real enthusiasm for reading 
amongst the young people and help them to improve their reading 
ability.  

We have sixteen S6 supporters who are taking part in the project 
one or two periods a week, and over forty S1 and S2 participants. 

Through improving their communication skills, the self-esteem and 
self-belief of the ‘Reading Rocks’ participants will invariably improve 
and moreover they will be better prepared for participating within 
the classroom, further education and indeed the world of work.  The 
ability to truly engage and comprehend the main ideas of a text is a 
crucial skill for young people to develop and this project will assist 
the participants in developing these skills on a one-to-one basis.   

Above all, in launching ‘Reading Rocks’, we aspire to raise our young 
people’s expectations of themselves. 

Catherine Dods—English 
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Bad weather? What bad weather! 

A group of intrepid and hardy S3 geographers took part in 
our river trip to the Water of Leith on Thursday.  Cancelling 
was not an option, despite the forecast, as we had been 
looking forward to this trip since June! Despite the 
constant rain the students still collected their data, 
measuring the river width, depth, speed and load, with 
skill, resilience and good humour. 

Thanks to Ruth, Water Of Leith, for running the session and 
to our AH students, Naomi and Emmy, for helping 
supervise the group sessions. 

Well done to all involved, real PL spirit in action! 

Lisa Mitchell & Hannah Milne, Geography  
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Raising Agents 

Reverse Advent Calendar 

Firstly, we are doing a reverse advent calendar which will be donated to the East Lothian Sunday Fresh Chicken 
Dinner Boxes (check them out on Facebook).  This is a calendar which gives back.  Instead of opening the door to 
reveal a chocolate (or other item!) you do the giving 

They are particularly looking for: 

Shortbread 

Mince pies 

Sharing savoury snacks 

Small boxes of chocolate 

Boxes of biscuits 

Hot chocolate 

Christmas cake 

Oatcakes 

Savoury crackers 

Candy canes 

Tea bags 

 

 

Women’s Aid 

Our second venture is to collect toiletries, sanitary products, toothbrushes etc to donate to the local branch of 
Women's Aid.  They are very grateful for our donations each year.  The Christmas period is a time when domestic 
violence increases and many women have to flee their homes without basic provisions.   

 

If any parent/carer or friend of the school would like to contribute to our collection please ring the buzzer at the 
main entrance to the school and pass your donation to a member of the office team. 

 

Thank you for your continued generosity 

Julia Robertson (on behalf of the Raising Agents) 
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Connected Communities 

Christmas is fast approaching and the PSG Community Centres are working alongside Pennypit Community 
Development Trust & other agencies to support members of our communities who will struggle this year. 
To help us provide support we are reaching out for donations of the following items. 
Any donations can be given here at the centre or Longniddry Community Centre, Prestonpans Community 
Centre and The Pennypit Family & Learning Centre - SCIO 

Emma Brown 

Connected Communities Manager – Preston Seton Gosford  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pennypittrust?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/pennypittrust?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/longniddrycommunitycentre?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/ppanscc?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/ppanscc?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/pennypitcentre1/?__tn__=kK*F
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Longniddry and District Rotary  

It is that time of year and the dilemma of Christmas Present buying and giving is upon us. 

For numerous children and families in our communities, Christmas may be a struggle and not the joyous occasion 
so many of us enjoy. Many children will have been adversely affected by the circumstances of past years and the 

winter to come. By donating a gift to a child in our community (Prestonpans, Cockenzie and Port Seton and 
Longniddry), you would be making Christmas extra special for them. 

How to choose an Angel:  

Christmas trees decorated with Angel tags will be in our libraries: Prestonpans, Port Seton and Longniddry and in 
other various buildings (to be announced). Each Angel Tag will describe the age, gender, and wish of a child. If you 

wish to donate you will select a tag from the Tree and purchase the gift.  

Instructions on where and when to return the unwrapped gift will be attached to the back of each Angel Tag. 

If you wish to make a cash donation, gift envelopes will be provided and we will purchase the required gift for you. 

Thank you so much for taking the time to consider this appeal. 
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S1 Battlefields Trip 

On Tuesday 1Gr1 headed out on their tour of Prestonpans Battlefield site and the new museum on the High Street, 
and to everyone's delight the rain held off.  

The whole class did very well throughout the day, and between them earned Grange more house points to 
contribute to this closely fought battle of 2022-23! 

Niamh described the morning: I liked the walking tour because you got to see 
the battle fields and travel about our community to hear what happened in 
1745. We learnt a lot of details about it that are not on the internet. This trip is 
important because you learn about the history of Prestonpans and when Aaron 
(our guide) was talking you were standing there so you can imagine it 
happening.  

Megan shared the highlights of the afternoon: My favourite part of the 
museum was seeing the family tree of the Stuarts and Hanovers. It was really 
interesting seeing the heritages! The fragment of the hawthorn tree where the 
battle was fought was cool as well. The funniest part of the trip was when 
Roan and Elisha were dressed up as a Jacobite and a Red Coat, it was 
hilarious!  

And from last week’s trip, Connor reflected: I enjoyed the Battle of 
Prestonpans tour and lots of people liked my off-road wheelchair. The tour was 
interesting and we saw a bunch of different monuments and we even saw a 
model of the battle; you could see the Jacobites and the Redcoats fighting and 
the house of Col. Gardiner.  

I learned that Col. Gardiner’s house was in Prestonpans. 

Hannah Milne—Social Subjects  
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Bugsy Malone 

Last Wednesday a group of 32 S3’s went on the first PLHS theatre trip since Covid.  Bugsy Malone was performed 
by a talented bunch of pupils from the Silvia Young Theatre school.  The pupils all really enjoyed their trip.  Some of 
the highlights were ‘So You Wanna be a Boxer’, ‘Tallulah’ and, of course, the energetic Finale.  Although the 
Edinburgh Playhouse was not at capacity, our pupils did not disappoint in making their share of the applause 
heard.  Plans are afoot to go and see more shows as part of thei student’s drama experience in the new year.  Until 
next time … 

Campbell McNeil, Drama 
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Where ?  Mrs McGregor’s classroom ( Maths 6) 

When? Mondays at lunchtime 
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Problem of the week 
S1-S3 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Submit your answers to Mrs McGregor by  

Fri 2nd December by email or on paper,  
each entry will receive epraise points , and 

the correct answers will receive extra        
points. 
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Problem of the week  

          S4 - S6  

 

 

Submit your answers to Mrs McGregor 

by Fri 2nd December by email or on paper, 
each entry will receive epraise points and the 

correct answers will receive 

extra points. 
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Volunteer Opportunity: Take part in a youth panel for Transport Scotland  

We’re looking for young people aged 11-18 to take part in a co-design panel that will 
inform a new free bikes programme for young people due to rollout across Scotland 
next year. We’re especially interested in hearing from young people with diverse 
experiences and backgrounds including those from lower SIMD areas, care experienced, 
young carers, living rurally or living with disabilities.  

No previous experience is necessary, and you don’t need to be a bike enthusiast to 
apply! We currently have 16 enthusiastic and friendly young people on the panel but 
we’re looking for a few more to help make it more representative of Scottish young 
people.  

 What’s involved?  

The role of the panel is to explore Transport Scotland’s pilot scheme currently running that offers free bikes to 
eligible young people under 18. As a group, you’ll be supported to identify ways this scheme could be improved 
and test out these ideas along the way before producing a final report of your ideas at the end of the project.  

Dedicated Young Scot staff will be on-hand to support you throughout the project too. We’re also happy to 
make reasonable adjustments to enable all young people to take part, and there will be an opportunity when you 
apply to tell us about any support or adjustments you need to contribute fully.    

Project information  

11-18 years old  

November 2022 – April 2023 with a mix of online Zoom calls and in person workshops.  

The next workshop is planned for Saturday 3rd December in-person at Caledonian Exchange, central Edinburgh 
from 10.30-4pm.  

Travel, Food and Accommodation are paid for when taking part in any project activity. Digital support is also 
available to take part.  

How to apply  

If a young person who would be interested in getting involved, please complete the online form to apply online 
here: Apply for the Free Bikes Programme Co-design Panel   

This application form is also available as a word document and we will also accept verbal applications made using 
video or voice recording over the phone. Please contact YSHive@young.scot to arrange this.   

Next steps   

After you’ve applied, we’ll invite you to meet with a couple of Young Scot staff via Zoom for an informal chat. This 
will last around 15 minutes and will be a chance for us to get to know you and tell you more about the project.  

Questions?   

EmailYSHive@young.scot if you have questions or want to know more about this project - we're happy to help!   

More information  

We'll ensure this session is a safe and trusted place for you to participate. We do not accept any form of 
discrimination or prejudice against anyone on our projects based on your life experience, background, culture, or 
identity. This includes age, disability, gender identity, race, religion or belief, sex, and sexual orientation.   

Find out more about #YSHive. 

Check out our #YSHive Frequently Asked Questions.  Find more opportunities to get involved. 

https://survey.alchemer.eu/s3/90503953/Free-Bikes-Programme-Co-Design-Panel-Application-Form-Nov-22)
mailto:YSHive@young.scot
mailto:YSHive@young.scot
https://young.scot/campaigns/national/yshive-young-scot-hive
https://young.scot/get-informed/national/yshive-faq
https://young.scot/get-involved
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School Lottery - The Results are in!  

Congratulations to our local weekly Preston Lodge High School lottery winner Mrs P from Prestonpans on Saturday 18 
November 2022. 

If you would like to help us raise essential school funds and haven't signed up yet, you can visit our lottery here - 
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school 

There is a guaranteed cash prize every week, lots of other prizes and the chance to win up to £25,000!  

Thank you for your support 

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school
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Financial Support Available to Families 
Clothing Grants 

Some families are eligible for a Clothing Grant.  If this may apply to you, please visit the Free School Meals and 
Clothing Grants area of the East Lothian Council website for further information.  

If you would like some help completing these forms, support is available on the East Lothian Council website, or 
email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk. We will be happy to help you. 

 

 

 

Community Fund 

A combination of corporate funding secured by the Preston Lodge Learning Foundation, and money from our Pupil 
Equity Fund means that we are able to offer immediate support to all families who need it, breaking down financial 
barriers to learning. This year we have also been delighted to receive generous support for school uniform costs for 
specific students from the Preston Seton Gosford Area Partnership.  

This Community Fund is available to all families, and we very much encourage families to apply for a confidential, 
quick grant if they need support. 

Grants are expected to be in the region of £10 to £50, but all applications are considered on an individual 
basis.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, and members of the wider community. 

An application form is available on school’s website here and please email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 
or call 01875 811170if you have any questions. 

Visit www.pllf.org.uk to find out more about the school’s charitable Trust, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation,  

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

 

 Dates for Your Diary! 

Tuesday 29 November 1Gr2 Battle of Prestonpans Museum visit 

Monday 5 December P7 Parents Event 

Tuesday 6 December 
Nasal Flu Vaccinations 

1Gr3 Battle of Prestonpans Museum Visit 

Thursday 8 December Senior Citizens Afternoon Tea Party 

Tuesday 13 December 
Christmas Concert 

1Se1 Battle of Prestonpans Museum visit 

Thursday 15 December Senior Dance 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2020/06/26/community-fund-application-form-updated-16-may-22/
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
http://www.pllf.org.uk

