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Dear PLer, 

We often talk about achievement in at 
Preston Lodge, and inside today’s PLus you 
will find plenty of it! 

As well as major achievements on a national 
and international stage you will also find 
some lovely examples of the everyday 
achievements our students experience in 
school.  I love the fact that all our S1s, for 
the first time, are now experiencing active 
learning around the Battle of Prestonpans! 

Whether it be baking, making, discovering or 
caring about others around them, we are so 
grateful to our students for all that they do, 
and to their families and our staff for 
providing and supporting such a wide range 
of opportunities for success. 

We are all proud to be PL, and when things 
are so tough for so many families it is lovely 
to be reminded of the good things in life. 

I hope everyone has a great weekend! 

Gavin Clark, Headteacher 

 

 

 

A tree fit for a Queen … see page 2 
Our Senior Team 

Head students Ross Buckley, Olivia Ramsay and Iris Scott with deputes Megan Anderson, Amy Thomson and Chloe Watt 
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Fuel Change Live! 

S6 students Emmy Dalgity and Naomi McGregor took part in Fuel Change Live! at Dynamic Earth on 
Wednesday.  Fuel Change is a collaboration between students, teachers, industry experts and government, all 
working together to ensure future generations have the skills required for the green jobs of the future. This is an 
ambitious project, with tackling climate change at its core. 

Teams of students from 27 High Schools across Scotland worked on a challenge question set by Scottish Water: 
‘What is the value of water and why is water worth saving?’.  Each team then came up with a Tik Tok video, which 
was judged at the end of the day.  We are delighted that Emmy and Dalgity, along with students from Falkirk High 
School and Stranraer High School made up the winning team!  
 
Well done to Emmy and Naomi, and you can read more on the story at Scottish Water’s website here 
 
Lisa Mitchell, Geography 

https://www.scottishwater.co.uk/About-Us/News-and-Views/2022/11/031122-Fuel-Change-Live
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The Battle of Prestonpans Battlefield Trips 

As part of our S1 Social Studies work on the History of 
Prestonpans, all S1 classes will be taking part in a guided 
walking tour of the Battle of Prestonpans battlefield and 
a visit to the newly opened museum in the old town 
hall. 

1Go1 were the lucky class who got to experience this 
first (see Delta Sym’s report on the next page). They had 
a brilliant time on the trip and worked impressively with 
the tasks they were set in the museum. The class found 
the tour guide, Aaron, really engaging and had some 
great questions for him about the tactics and events of 
the battle.  

Over the coming 8 weeks of term time, all other S1 
classes will take part in the trip, which will prove a really 
valuable opportunity for students to engage with their 
local history and heritage.  

Alec Jessop, History 
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Battle of Prestonpans 

 
1GO1 went on a walking tour around Prestonpans this 
week. We have recently been learning about the 
history of Prestonpans eg. coal mining, salt panning, 
how the name Prestonpans (which used to be 
Althamer) was established, and the famous Battle of 
Prestonpans between the Redcoats and the 
Jacobites.  
 
We walked around the grounds of the battlefield 
and learnt about different historical figures who 
were involved in the famous battle. This included: 
Colonel James Gardener, a famous soldier who died 
in the battle; Beatrix and Mary, sisters who tried to 
nurse the Colonel, to no avail; Bonnie Prince Charlie, 
the leader of the Jacobites; and Johnny Cope, who 
was the leader of the Redcoats during the battle.  
 
After our exploration, we headed to the Battle of Prestonpans Museum where we examined a miniature model 
of the battle site and surrounding areas, looked at examples of clothes and weapons used at this time and 
artwork describing the battle. 
 
My favourite part of the day was learning about 
Beatrix and Mary, who tried to save Colonel James 
Gardener whilst feeding Bonnie Prince Charlie and 
listening to Arran, our tour guide, tell the story. 
Aaron was very energetic and engaging which made 
it a fun experience. 
 
Delta Sym, 1Go1. 
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S2 Baking Club 

For the first two sessions, S2 pupils enjoyed making and decorating Fairy Cakes and Cake Pops (queue the sugar rush!) We had 
fun practising our cake making skills, experimenting with different decoration techniques and most importantly... tidying up!! 
This week we are taking on Jam Tarts ahead of our final session with a Tear and Share Garlic Bread. Keep up the great work S2! 

Sophie Richmond and Emma Turnbull, Home Economics 
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School of Textiles 

S2 School of Textiles have been working hard to develop their sewing skills since the beginning of the year and this 
week they finished their first product. They have all designed and created their own tote bag using some recycled 
fabrics and how fantastic do they look? Well done S2 and keep up the good work- now onto the Christmas crafts! 

Sophie Richmond, Home Economics 
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The E-Praise shop is now open! 

The E-Praise shop is now open, allowing students to cash in points for prizes! Items will be 
added to the shop as the year goes on, but currently there are a mix of items on offer, 
including stationary items, discount cards to Ryze Trampoline Park and even a Home 
Economics baking afternoon! This is very much a work in progress and we look forward to 
uploading more prizes as the year goes on. 

Students can also cash in their points for a raffle ticket to win some football tickets. Hibernian FC have kindly 
donated tickets to matches for the rest of the season, so there will be a draw for each home match. We are in talks 
with Heart of Midlothian to see if they can offer a similar package. These experiences are not school trips and 
students must be willing to go of their own accord, subject to parent/carer agreement. The good news is that there 
will always be more than one ticket included in the prize. 

An e-mail went out to all students on Thursday with a reminder how to log into E-Praise, and we would 
ask everyone to check their log-in works. If you have any issues, please contact sgrady@edubuzz.org. 

Steven Grady, Maths  

 

Drum Roll … 

In last week’s PLus we celebrated the 
tremendous achievements of our 
drummers at the recent World 
Championships, and promised more photos 
this week.  

Pictured here are Courtney Burdett (World 
Champion!), Eilidh Scott, Daniel Farrell and 
Kayla Morrison. 

Well done once again to all our students 
who competed! 

 

mailto:sgrady@edubuzz.org
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Black History Month   

Last week we saw lots of pupils and staff wearing red to show their support to “Show Racism the Red Card”, an 
educational organisation which supports establishing an anti-racist attitude in schools.  

There were also donations made which will be passed onto the organisation.  

Additionally, the Equality Committee made a display which highlighted black historical figures, which was shown in 
the foyer.  

The display presented black people who have contributed to history and gave a description of their legacy. The 
exhibit showed icons such as Olive Morris, Muhammad Ali, Diane Abbott and many more.  

Classes in S1-S3 also learned about Black history in social subjects and the arts. Guidance classes were taught 
about the 2010 equality act and its protected characteristics; pupils learned about the importance of the act, which 
legally protects people from discrimination in the workplace and in wider society.  

Overall, the school did its part to celebrate Black History and successfully raised money for Show Racism the Red 
Card and, just as importantly, educated people.  

We would like to thank everyone who showed their support by wearing red, and to those who donated. 

Georgina Barker, S6 
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Karate Success 

Cameron Furness has returned from the Judo World Championships. Whilst he didn’t 
medal, Cameron gained invaluable experience, amidst the scale and atmosphere of a major 
international competition.  1800 competitors from 105 nations were competing, with 15 of 
those from Scotland. This is a wonderful achievement for Cameron—the skill, strength, 
fitness and resilience required to compete at this level is significant. 

Cameron’s competition ended when he lost 4-1 to Mexico (World ranked No 9), and he is 
incredibly proud to have been selected to represent his country at this prestigious 
level.  More importantly, Cameron is determined to continue his hard work and to train 
hard to ensure he is selected for Scotland again … well done, Cameron! 

Stop Press: A PL Bowling Champion! 

Well done to Logan Kennedy, who yesterday 
became the youngest ever winner of a Scottish 
Indoor Bowling Association competition!  

Logan has previously represented Scotland at 
Under 17 level in both indoors and outdoors 
bowls, and yesterday he was crowned champion in 
the SYIBA Young Masters Final. This is an open 
event for both girls and boys under the age on 17. 

Logan emphatically defeated Prestwick’s Emily 
Houston (herself only 13) 11-4, 11-3 in the final. 

A tremendous achievement, Logan.  

#proudtobePL! 
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2022 Careers ExPLoration Day 

Are our young people ready for the world of work?  What does the job market look like now and how might that change in the 
next five or ten years?  The conversations we have about work, and work related skills, are very important and we all have a 
role to play.   

Children and young people are at the centre of learning. Our aspiration is that they should all develop the four capacities to 
become: 

Successful learners 

- enthusiasm and motivation for learning 

- determination to reach high standards of achievement 

- openness to new thinking and ideas 

- think creatively and independently 

- link and apply different kinds of learning in new situations 

Confident individuals 

- self respect 

- a sense of physical, mental and emotional wellbeing 

- secure values and beliefs 

- relate to others and manage themselves 

- pursue a healthy and active lifestyle 

- assess risk and take informed decisions 

Responsible citizens 

- respect for others 

- commitment to participate responsibly in political, economic, social and cultural life 

- develop knowledge and understanding of the world and Scotland's place in it 

- understand different beliefs and cultures 

- make informed choices and decisions 

Effective contributors 

- an enterprising attitude 

- resilience 

- self-reliance 

- communicate in different ways and different settings  

- work in partnership and in teams 

- solve problems 

 

So, ask some questions, open questions (ones that require more than a yes or no answer), of our young people!   

 

Dylan Bell, Guidance Teacher 
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November 15th 2022 
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Connected Communities 

Christmas is fast approaching and the PSG Community Centres are working alongside Pennypit Community 
Development Trust & other agencies to support members of our communities who will struggle this year. 
To help us provide support we are reaching out for donations of the following items. 
Any donations can be given here at the centre or Longniddry Community Centre, Prestonpans Community 
Centre and The Pennypit Family & Learning Centre - SCIO 

Emma Brown 

Connected Communities Manager – Preston Seton Gosford  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pennypittrust?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/pennypittrust?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/longniddrycommunitycentre?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/ppanscc?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/ppanscc?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/pennypitcentre1/?__tn__=kK*F
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School Lottery - The Results are in!  

Congratulations to our local weekly Preston Lodge High School lottery winner Ms W from Longniddry on Saturday 
29 October 2022. 

If you would like to help us raise essential school funds and haven't signed up yet, you can visit our lottery here - 
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school 

There is a guaranteed cash prize every week, lots of other prizes and the chance to win up to £25,000!  

Thank you for your support 

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school
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Financial Support Available to Families 
Clothing Grants 

Some families are eligible for a Clothing Grant.  If this may apply to you, please visit the Free School Meals and 
Clothing Grants area of the East Lothian Council website for further information.  

If you would like some help completing these forms, support is available on the East Lothian Council website, or 
email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk. We will be happy to help you. 

 

 

 

Community Fund 

A combination of corporate funding secured by the Preston Lodge Learning Foundation, and money from our Pupil 
Equity Fund means that we are able to offer immediate support to all families who need it, breaking down financial 
barriers to learning. This year we have also been delighted to receive generous support for school uniform costs for 
specific students from the Preston Seton Gosford Area Partnership.  

This Community Fund is available to all families, and we very much encourage families to apply for a confidential, 
quick grant if they need support. 

Grants are expected to be in the region of £10 to £50, but all applications are considered on an individual 
basis.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, and members of the wider community. 

An application form is available on school’s website here and please email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 
or call 01875 811170if you have any questions. 

Visit www.pllf.org.uk to find out more about the school’s charitable Trust, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation,  

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for Your Diary! 

Tuesday 8 November 1Go2 Visit to Battle of Prestonpans Museum 

Tuesday 15 November Careers ExPLoration Day 

Wednesday 16 November 1Go3 Visit to Battle of Prestonpans Museum 

Tuesday 22 November 1Gr1 Visit to Battle of Prestonpans Museum 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2020/06/26/community-fund-application-form-updated-16-may-22/
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
http://www.pllf.org.uk

