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A tree fit for a Queen … see page 2 
Our Senior Team 

Head students Ross Buckley, Olivia Ramsay and Iris Scott with deputes Megan Anderson, Amy Thomson and Chloe Watt 

Dear PLer, 

Santa Claus came to PL yesterday! 

He’d heard that for the first time in three years we had 
been able to gather together members of our community 
for an afternoon of good food, Christmas music, a blether, 
and he joined in the fun! 

He and his wife, Mrs Claus, gave out gifts and a lovely time 
was had by all. Thank you so much to everyone who made 
this hugely positive event possible. 

It’s such an exciting and busy time of year. On Monday we 
really enjoyed our P7 Open Evening, and there are still a 
small number of tickets available for next Tuesday’s 
Christmas Concert. We expect a sell out, and we can’t wait 
for the return of an event that has always been such a big 
part of our community’s Christmas. 

In this packed edition of PLus we share some great 
learning, and you might want to stock up on our Charitable 
Trust’s lovely Christmas cards—see page 3 for details. 

Keep warm, and have a lovely weekend. 

Gavin Clark, Headteacher 
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Senior Citizens’ Christmas Afternoon Tea 

On Thursday this week we were delighted to host our 
Senior Citizens’ Tea Party for the first time in three  
long years.  

Despite it being a strike day, staff and students in 
school pulled out all the stops, and many, many 
members of our community joined us for good food, 
lovely music and a Christmas sing-a-long. Santa and 
Mrs Claus even joined the party! 

Many of our guests were former PL students, and 
there was a lot of lively chat about school days then 
and now. 

Many thanks to our Home Economics and Music teams 
for making it all possible, and to the Premier Bakery, 
the British Legion and the Preston Lodge Learning 
Foundations for their generous support.  

Thanks, most of all, to everyone who joined us a guest. 
It was great to see you back in our Assembly Hall, and 
we wish you all a very Merry Christmas!  



 

 

Page 3 

Preston Lodge is a community of learning.  We value achievement, happiness and respect.                   09 December 2022 

P7 Open Evening 

We were so pleased that 
over 400 of our cluster’s 
current P7 students and 
families were able to join 
us for Monday’s P7 Open 
Evening. What a great 
turnout! 

Transition into S1 is a 
major life event for P7 
students, and we work 
hard to make sure our  
own school’s transition 
programme meets the 
needs of students and 
their families. 

Monday’s event was the 
start of a really important 
piece of work for a group 
of young people who will 
be our newest S1s by next 
August. In the coming 
months they will spend 
much more time together, 
both in and out of PL, and 
our Open Evening has got 
the ball rolling—a chance 
to get to know our staff, 
our subjects and our 
building a little better. 

We were really impressed 
by the good manners, 
enthusiasm, humour and 
willingness to take part 
that our visitors showed. 
Things are looking good 
for next year! 

Here’s to next term, when 
we will get to know our 
future intake a lot better, 
and thanks so much to 
everyone who joined us 
on the night. 
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AIDAN’S MAGICAL GIFTS  

We were delighted to be able to 
contribute to the fundraising efforts 
of Aidan’s Magical Gifts, whose aim is 
to put together 140 gift bags so that 
every child and young person at the 
Sick Kids has a goodie bag at 
Christmas. 

Thank you to everyone who 
contributed to our collection, which 
includes 20 Amazon vouchers, 
selection boxes, games and Lego. 

What a wonderful community we are 
fortunate to be part of! 

Julia Robertson, DHT 

 

Preston Lodge Learning Foundation Christmas Cards  

We are delighted with our wonderful Christmas cards, designed by Amy Watson and Charlotte Wright in S6. 

Following a brief to design a Christmas card, with either the PL logo or Preston Lodge Tartan included, I’m sure you 

will agree their Christmas cards are fabulous.  Well done Amy and Charlotte!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The greeting inside each card reads Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

The cards are £3.50 for a pack of ten, with all proceeds going towards the Preston Lodge Breakfast Café.  

If you would like to place an order, please email jlowe@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk with the number of packs 
you would like and which design.  Limited stock is available, and must be collected from the school before 20 
December.  Payment on collection.  
Thank you  

Julie Lowe  Head of Development   Preston Lodge Learning Foundation  

PL Tartan Robin       PL Reindeer   PL Mouse  

mailto:jlowe@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
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Future Asset Competition  

As the competition closing date approached on 1 December our teams 
were very busy getting their reports and videos completed. The junior 
team went into Edinburgh twice to meet their mentor Gill Pearce, a 
Project Manager at Baillie Gifford, whilst Will Low, Head of Global 
Equities at Nikko Asset Management, came into school twice to visit the 
two senior teams.  

All three teams had some one-to-one support from Helen Bradley the 
Programme Manager at Future Assets. Now we just have to wait and see 
if our teams get through to the next round. If they do, they will be 
in with the chance to win £1000 for the school and £200 of vouchers for 
each team member (senior team). Keep your fingers crossed for them! 

Kate Gascoigne, Business Education 
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Our Trip Around The Battle of Prestonpans 

“At the beginning of our trip, we headed towards Meadowmill to walked the Waggonway. That is where the first 
50 shots were fired during the battle. There we saw the cemetery, where we learned about Beatrix and Mary and 
Colonel Gardiner. From there we walked back down and toured around the whole of Prestonpans and saw 
different sites to do with the battle. From there we headed to the High street to the Museum at the Town Hall. We 
had our lunch and then had some time to tour the museum ourselves!” Zahara Nagy and Nathan Crosby 

“My favourite part of the whole trip was seeing the model of Prestonpans in 1745, because we could see exactly 
where everything happened.” Patrick McClory 

“Personally my favourite part of the trip was seeing a life sized model of Bonnie Prince Charlie.” Aaron Muldowney 

“My favourite part about the trip was seeing where everything had taken place.” Lilly White 

“My favourite part of this visit was seeing the monuments for both the Red Coats and the Jacobites.” Olivia Fraser 
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Science Club 

We've been having a lot of fun in science club. Students have tried out a bit of biology, physics, engineering, and 
chemistry. This week we did the favourite 'elephant's toothpaste' and saw big reactions as bubbles shot out of 
conical flasks. We go to Science Club every week on Mondays at lunchtime.  

Study Skills 

Last week all S4 students were given the 
opportunity to participate in an interactive 
study skills session, to help them plan their 
exam preparation and learn about the most 
effective ways to revise.  

The Attainment Working Group also provided 
students with a study planner booklet, and an 
electronic version of a new study skills booklet, 
which outlines a variety of effective study 
techniques, tips on how to manage nerves in 
the run up to exams, and how to avoid 
distractions.  

Paper copies of the study guide are also 
available for those who would like one. Please 
email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk if 
you would like a printed copy. 

The Attainment Working Group 

mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
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Pantomime Visit 

On Saturday 3rd December 2022, the students from 
the Enhanced Learning Provision accompanied by 
their Class Teacher Miss Rodger, Audrey from the 
Support for Learning Team and parent/family 
helpers, had a wonderful and magical time attending 
Cockenzie Drama Group’s Christmas pantomime 
‘Calamity Jeannie’ at Port Seton Community Centre.  

The students, also accompanied by former students 
Justin and Olivia, thoroughly enjoyed themselves … 
they were very successful in spotting our very own 
Alison Henry from the Support for Learning Team 
and Gordon Kidd, who both had starring roles in this 
fantastic production! The students were delighted to 
be photographed with the very talented cast! 

Merry Christmas to all from the Enhanced Learning 
Provision and Support for Learning!    

Avril Rodger, ELP/SfL Class Teacher 
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PL Running Club 

This term has seen the largest number of runners yet at running 
club! We have been working on sprints at the Meadowmill 
track, jogs and hill work to boost our stamina and endurance. 

The club has finished for this year and starts back on Tuesday 
10 January. New members are welcome to get fit in the new 
year! 

In the meantime, we would like to wish all pupils, families and 
staff a very merry Christmas and a wonderful (and active!) 
2023. 

Mrs Malamos and the Running Club 

 

Advanced Higher Biology trip 

On Wednesday 7 December the Advanced Higher Biologists visited Edinburgh University for a day of biology 
experiments, followed by a tour of the facilities and an opportunity to meet some of the scientists. 

The pupils agreed that it was an extremely worthwhile opportunity, giving them an insight into what it's like to 
work in a laboratory setting with cutting edge technology. 

The class have been working really hard on their learning and we are very proud of them! 

The Biology team 
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Raising Agents 

Reverse Advent Calendar 

Firstly, we are doing a reverse advent calendar which will be donated to the East Lothian Sunday Fresh Chicken 
Dinner Boxes (check them out on Facebook).  This is a calendar which gives back.  Instead of opening the door to 
reveal a chocolate (or other item!) you do the giving 

They are particularly looking for: 

Shortbread 

Mince pies 

Sharing savoury snacks 

Small boxes of chocolate 

Boxes of biscuits 

Hot chocolate 

Christmas cake 

Oatcakes 

Savoury crackers 

Candy canes 

Tea bags 

 

 

Women’s Aid 

Our second venture is to collect toiletries, sanitary products, toothbrushes etc to donate to the local branch of 
Women's Aid.  They are very grateful for our donations each year.  The Christmas period is a time when domestic 
violence increases and many women have to flee their homes without basic provisions.   

 

If any parent/carer or friend of the school would like to contribute to our collection please ring the buzzer at the 
main entrance to the school and pass your donation to a member of the office team. 

 

Thank you for your continued generosity 

Julia Robertson (on behalf of the Raising Agents) 
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School of Rugby Trip to Wallace High School 

We told you last week about our big rugby day out to Wallace High School, and here is Ian Kay’s report on the day: 

On Thursday 1st December 46 pupils from S2 and S3 travelled to Wallace High School to play rugby. We were 
warmly welcomed by Wallace and ready to play some great rugby fixtures. The matches kicked off at 10:50 and 
thanks to our Director of Rugby, Dom, and Senior Pupil, Lachlan Graham, for refereeing the matches.  

 

S3 had a great match with excellent performances from 
both teams. It was a hard fought game, with Wallace 
taking the victory 28-17. Try scorers for Preston Lodge 
were Charlie Harrison, Finlay Anderson and Struan Forrest, 
with one conversion from Finlay Anderson.  

S2 were playing their first ever competitive fixture for 
Preston Lodge and for many of them, their first game 
of rugby! They represented the school positively and 
gained great playing experience. We were well beaten 
by a strong Wallace side. Try scorers for Preston Lodge 
were Henry Bowers, Keiran Justin and Lewis McNeill.  

 

Spirits were high all day and we hope to welcome Wallace High School to Preston Lodge in the new year for more 
rugby fixtures!  
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House Netball 

The House Netball tournament took place on Monday after school. Each house played each other twice, with the 
games being 7 minutes long. Over 20 pupils took part, wearing their house colours and cheering each other on. 
20+ parents came to watch and support their children, observing what the pupils had learned over the past 4 
months. It was a fantastic event, and the results are as follows -  

1st place - Gosford (yellow bibs) 

2nd place - Grange (blue bibs) 

3rd place - Seton (red bibs)  

Congratulations Gosford, and well done to all! Thanks to all pupils for your commitment over the past 4 months. It 
is so rewarding to see so many young females taking part (and enjoying) Netball, and your hard work has paid off.  

Christina Swan, PE  
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Girls Rugby 

Well Done to East Lothian Girls Under 16’s who won the National Aspiring League Competition held at Herriot 

Watt’s Oriam Stadium on Sunday 4th December. The girls also won the Eastern Region League. They have worked 

so hard as a team and are amazing ambassadors for female rugby. Our own Skye Dunbar, Samantha Campbell, 

Zlatomira Demireva and Chloe Storrier are team members. 

East Lothian are currently recruiting into the team for under 14’s, under 16’s and under 18’s teams. The coaches 
and team create a hugely inclusive environment which is welcoming to all girls. No experience is needed. 

Female rugby can help contribute to healthy body and mind, improved self-confidence and an enhanced social life! 

If you are interested please contact eastlothiangirlsrugby@gmail.com.  

mailto:eastlothiangirlsrugby@gmail.com
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S2 School of Rugby vs George Heriot’s School 

On Wednesday the S2 School of Rugby team played against 
George Heriot’s School. The pitches were playable, despite the 
cold weather and both teams were excited to play. A special 
thank you to our Director of Rugby, Dom Coetzer, for 
refereeing the match.  

For many of the S2 team this was only their second match of 
competitive rugby and it was great to get more playing 
experience after our match against Wallace High School last 
week.  

The game was very exciting, with lots of running rugby and 
many great tries scored by both teams. Congratulations to our 
try scorers, Henry Bowers (x3), Austin Cowe (x2) and Harvey 

Neil. The game was close 
throughout and Heriot’s scored in 
the last play with a kick to win. 
However, they missed the kick 
resulting in a 36-36 draw! 

Very well done to the S2 rugby team 
for a great performance and for 
representing the school in excellent 
fashion. Thank you to George 
Heriot’s for travelling to the fixture 
and hopefully we can play again in 
the future.  

Ian Kay, PE 

 

E-Praise update – Chance to win Hibs tickets 

It’s been great to see students engaging with E-Praise this term, and the house competition is heating up! Grange 
are currently narrowly in the lead, but it’s changing all the time! 

The E-Praise shop opened up earlier in the term. Students can cash in their points for prizes. The items available 
will change from time to time. Currently on offer is: 

A baking experience with HE (date tbc) 

An Escape Room challenge with Mr Grady (date tbc) 

Ryze 25% off cards 

Stationery sets 

Highlighters  

Nail art sets 

There are currently 2 draws that students can enter before Thursday 15 December to win tickets for either Hibs vs 
Livingston (24th December) or Hibs vs Celtic (28th December). If you want to win tickets to either of these matches, 
log in and buy a raffle ticket! This will be an ongoing theme for Hibs matches through the season, as they have 
included Preston Lodge in their Kick for Kids campaign.  

Should you have any questions in relation to E-Praise, please contact sgrady@edubuzz.org 

mailto:sgrady@edubuzz.org
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Problem of the week    

             S1-S3                                               S4 - S6  
 

  

Submit your answers to Mrs McGregor by Fri 
16th December by email or on paper,  each 
entry will receive epraise points , and the cor-
rect answers will receive extra points. 
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Connected Communities 

Christmas is fast approaching and the PSG Community Centres are working alongside Pennypit Community 
Development Trust & other agencies to support members of our communities who will struggle this year. 
To help us provide support we are reaching out for donations of the following items. 
Any donations can be given here at the centre or Longniddry Community Centre, Prestonpans Community 
Centre and The Pennypit Family & Learning Centre - SCIO 

Emma Brown 

Connected Communities Manager – Preston Seton Gosford  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pennypittrust?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/pennypittrust?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/longniddrycommunitycentre?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/ppanscc?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/ppanscc?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/pennypitcentre1/?__tn__=kK*F
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Longniddry and District Rotary  

It is that time of year and the dilemma of Christmas Present buying and giving is upon us. 

For numerous children and families in our communities, Christmas may be a struggle and not the joyous occasion 
so many of us enjoy. Many children will have been adversely affected by the circumstances of past years and the 

winter to come. By donating a gift to a child in our community (Prestonpans, Cockenzie and Port Seton and 
Longniddry), you would be making Christmas extra special for them. 

How to choose an Angel:  

Christmas trees decorated with Angel tags will be in our libraries: Prestonpans, Port Seton and Longniddry and in 
other various buildings (to be announced). Each Angel Tag will describe the age, gender, and wish of a child. If you 

wish to donate you will select a tag from the Tree and purchase the gift.  

Instructions on where and when to return the unwrapped gift will be attached to the back of each Angel Tag. 

If you wish to make a cash donation, gift envelopes will be provided and we will purchase the required gift for you. 

Thank you so much for taking the time to consider this appeal. 
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School Lottery - The Results are in!  

Congratulations to our local weekly Preston Lodge High School lottery winner Mr A from Prestonpans, on Saturday 3 
December 2022. 

If you would like to help us raise essential school funds and haven't signed up yet, you can visit our lottery here - 
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school 

There is a guaranteed cash prize every week, lots of other prizes and the chance to win up to £25,000!  

Thank you for your support 

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school
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Financial Support Available to Families 
Clothing Grants 

Some families are eligible for a Clothing Grant.  If this may apply to you, please visit the Free School Meals and 
Clothing Grants area of the East Lothian Council website for further information.  

If you would like some help completing these forms, support is available on the East Lothian Council website, or 
email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk. We will be happy to help you. 

 

 

 

Community Fund 

A combination of corporate funding secured by the Preston Lodge Learning Foundation, and money from our Pupil 
Equity Fund means that we are able to offer immediate support to all families who need it, breaking down financial 
barriers to learning. This year we have also been delighted to receive generous support for school uniform costs for 
specific students from the Preston Seton Gosford Area Partnership.  

This Community Fund is available to all families, and we very much encourage families to apply for a confidential, 
quick grant if they need support. 

Grants are expected to be in the region of £10 to £50, but all applications are considered on an individual 
basis.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, and members of the wider community. 

An application form is available on school’s website here and please email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 
or call 01875 811170if you have any questions. 

Visit www.pllf.org.uk to find out more about the school’s charitable Trust, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation,  

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for Your Diary! 

Tuesday 13 December 
Christmas Concert 

1Se1 Battle of Prestonpans Museum visit 

Thursday 15 December Senior Dance 

Monday 19 December S1 Christmas Party periods 6 and 7 

Tuesday 20 December 
Talent Show 

All break for Christmas 

Wednesday 4 January Staff and students return to school 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2020/06/26/community-fund-application-form-updated-16-may-22/
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
http://www.pllf.org.uk

