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Well done to Logan Kennedy, our very own British 
Indoor Bowling Champion at U18 level. We are 
delighted for Logan and his family—there’s more 
on page 3. 

And we wish all Senior Phase students the very 
best in their prelim exams over the next two 
weeks. It’s not an easy time, but it is obvious how 
hard everyone is working. Good luck to you all. 

I hope—even with revision for so many—that 
everyone has a pleasant weekend! 

Gavin Clark, Headteacher 

A tree fit for a Queen … see page 2 
Our Senior Team 

Head students Ross Buckley, Olivia Ramsay and Iris Scott with deputes Megan Anderson, Amy Thomson and Chloe Watt 

Dear PLer, 

We are very much looking forward to not one, but 
two 10th Anniversary Concerts for our wonderful 
pipe bands.  A first night on 8 February sold out so 
quickly we had to add a 6 February concert. We 
look forward to welcoming our community into 
school to celebrate with us. 

Wednesday’s British Army Music visit to the school 
was also a powerful reminder of the way music 
can lift us, inspire us and open our minds to new 
possibilities. We were really impressed with the 
visiting soldiers’ friendly, positive support of our 
own musicians, culminating in a beautiful concert. 
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A very special anniversary ... 

Who can believe that it is ten years since we our new Pipe Band was formed? What an adventure it’s been, and we 
now have the largest number of pipers and drummers of any state school cluster in Scotland.  

Our bands have gone from strength to strength, with huge individual and collective achievements all along the 
way. From Prestonpans to Belgium, from Belfast to China, and so many other points in between, our pipers and 
drummers have been tremendous ambassadors for our school and our community, and we are all so proud of 
them. 

To mark this important milestone a special anniversary concert was planned for 8 February, and sold out very 
quickly. We have now hastily added another date on 6 February, and just now families of pipers and drummers are 
being given the option to change their booking should they wish. After that, we hope there will be tickets available 
for both nights, and that you can join us on one of these evenings. Please email plhspipeband@edubuzz.org if you 
would like to join us. 

It looks set to be two great nights celebrating all that is good in our school, and we can’t wait to see you there!  
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Bowling Star 

Many congratulations to S4 student 
Logan Kennedy, who performed 
brilliantly at last weekend’s British 
Isles Indoor Bowling Competition in 
Solihull.  

Logan is an impressively modest role 
model for so many of our students, 
and as the youngest member of a 
Scotland team made up of 16 and 17 
year olds, he won all 8 of his games!  

This meant that he came home with 
the Gold Medal in both the singles 
and the pairs, making him British 
Under 18 Champion!  

Logan’s partner in the pairs was 
Aaron Miller, from Dunfermline, and 
between them they both really 
played their part in helping Team 
Scotland to win the overall team 
trophy, too. 

This really is a very impressive 
achievement. Well done, Logan. We 
are all so proud of you and very 
#proudtobePL! 
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Army Strings! 

We had a wonderful morning on Wednesday, when the Countess of Wessex’s String Orchestra, part of British Army 
Music, visited PL.  

Some of our own string players joined them for a short practice together, before performing beautifully in front of 
an audience of Expressive Arts students.  

As part of the performance members of the orchestra explained how music works in the British Army, and the 
wider opportunities music can bring. The event really opened our eyes and made those playing and watching think 
more broadly about futures beyond school.  

Thank you so much to Jonathan Gawn, Team Manager for the Instrumental Music Service, the Orchestra, our 
Music team and, of course, our students for providing us with a really uplifting morning. 
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New Art 

We are really pleased that after many months of bare walls our students’ art work is now very definitely back on 
display in our main corridor. To mark this moment we will soon be inviting all those who created the art, as well as 
their families, to an official ‘opening’. Watch this space! 

 

Just 4 of 

the 28 new 

frames 

now 

adorning 

our walls! 
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Brrr …  

The best way to spend a day with temperatures of 3oC?  Collecting river data of course!  

Our very hardy AH Geographers collected the field data required for 
their course project on a chilly day in January.  It was a very cold, but 
incredibly fulfilling day at the Water of Leith in Edinburgh, collecting 
data on the river depth, width, speed, gradient and bedload.  
 
A fantastic bunch of young people demonstrated real team spirit and 
resilience as they worked collaboratively with Musselbugh Grammar 
AH Geographers to efficiently collect data from a total of 9 river 
sites.  They just now need to analyse and write up a 3000 word report! 

 
Thanks to Ruth at Water of Leith for leading the session, Mrs Orsi from MGS for arranging the trip, and Mr Mells 
from MGS for driving us there and back. 
 
Lisa Mitchell, Geography 

Science Club 

Before Christmas some students in Science Club and in biology had the opportunity to dissect some squid. They 
learned about the animal's unique anatomy, and also how to use scalpels safely. Everyone really enjoyed it and it 
made for a more memorable, if messy, few classes! 

Jillian Norrie, Biology 
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Battle of Prestonpans Walking Tours and Museum Visit 

1Se2 were the final S1 class to take part in the Battle of Prestonpans walking tour and museum visit. The class had 
a great time learning about the the key features of the Battlefield and the reasons for the victory of the Jacobite 
forces. 

This project has been a really valuable addition to S1 Social Studies and has helped pupils gain a much greater in-
sight into our local history and the significance of the Battle in both national and British contexts.  

Both Arran and Sharon from the Battle of Prestonpans Heritage Trust have been excellent guides for all our S1 clas-
ses, providing engaging stories and activities and I am sure all S1 classes are really thankful to them for their time 
and support during the trips. 

Alec Jessop, History 
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Library News 

Parent & Carer Book Group 

Our first meeting of 2023 takes place on Thursday 26th January, 6-7pm, and is open to all parents and carers. We 
explore a wide range of children and young adult fiction, with all books provided by the library. If you’ve never 
been, January is the perfect time to start. We’re a friendly bunch! With tea & biscuits provided!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bookmark Making Workshop 

Thank you to Morgan Pitha (1Gr2) for making for delivering the first session of her bookmark-making workshop! 
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Book of the Week 

While The Storm Rages by Phil Earle 

It is September 1939 and with war looming, Noah’s dad goes 
off to fight. Noah promises to take special care of Mum and 
their beloved dog Winn, as Dad says that knowing they are 
okay will help him to stay safe too. 

When he learns of the government recommendation to have 
pets put down before the bombs start falling, Noah is devas-
tated. He adores Winn and is terrified that, if he breaks his 
promise to keep her safe, Dad may not return from the war. 
Noah hastily devises a plan to transport Winn – and as many 
other animals as he can – to safety. 

Thankfully, he is accompanied by his best friend Clem, whose 
unwavering loyalty, quick thinking and practical suggestions 
help keep them on track. They are joined on their eventful 
journey by an eclectic mix of creatures, including a hat-
wearing donkey, two mischievous kittens and an alarmingly 
large python. 

Inspired by true events, this poignant tale is full of heart. It 
provides a moving insight into the everyday effects of war on 
young children and demonstrates the importance of com-
passion, friendship and determination. Beautifully balanced 
with moments of humour, this compelling historical novel is 
a joy to read. 

Derek France, School Librarian 
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Can Do! 

Can do is a brilliant opportunity for our students to make a real difference to the lives of others, and a lot of PL 
students have volunteered for Can Do over the years. Get in touch with them if you are interested in finding out 
more! 
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School Lottery 

Congratulations to our local weekly Preston Lodge High School lottery winner; Ms T from Prestonpans on Saturday 14 January. 
If you would like to help us raise essential school funds and haven't signed up yet, you can visit our lottery here - 
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school 

There is a guaranteed cash prize every week, lots of other prizes and the chance to win up to £25,000!  

Thank you for your support 

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school
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Financial Support Available to Families 
Clothing Grants 

Some families are eligible for a Clothing Grant.  If this may apply to you, please visit the Free School Meals and 
Clothing Grants area of the East Lothian Council website for further information.  

If you would like some help completing these forms, support is available on the East Lothian Council website, or 
email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk. We will be happy to help you. 

 

 

 

Community Fund 

A combination of corporate funding secured by the Preston Lodge Learning Foundation, and money from our Pupil 
Equity Fund means that we are able to offer immediate support to all families who need it, breaking down financial 
barriers to learning. This year we have also been delighted to receive generous support for school uniform costs for 
specific students from the Preston Seton Gosford Area Partnership.  

This Community Fund is available to all families, and we very much encourage families to apply for a confidential, 
quick grant if they need support. 

Grants are expected to be in the region of £10 to £50, but all applications are considered on an individual 
basis.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, and members of the wider community. 

An application form is available on school’s website here and please email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 
or call 01875 811170if you have any questions. 

Visit www.pllf.org.uk to find out more about the school’s charitable Trust, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation,  

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

 

 

 

Dates for Your Diary! 

Friday 20 January S4-6 Prelims start 

Thursday 2 February Teenage Booster Vaccinations—all S3 and catch ups 

Friday 3 February S4-6 Prelims end 

Monday 6 February Additional Pipe Band Concert! 

Tuesday 7 February 
Second S2 Tracking Report 

S3 Parents’ Evening 

Wednesday 8 February Pipe Band Concert 

Friday 10 February Last day of term before the February break 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2020/06/26/community-fund-application-form-updated-16-may-22/
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
http://www.pllf.org.uk

