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We also love World Book Day at Preston Lodge, 
and next week we have  a number of events taking 
place.  

As well as student events which will be great fun, 
we’d love family members to join us for our brand 
new Book Café—this will be a great chance for our 
students’ families to catch up with the work of our 
library, see our students in action and, of course, 
enjoy some snacks and drinks. We hope you can 
join us—all the details are on page 5! 

I hope everyone has a great weekend. 

Gavin Clark, Headteacher 

 

A tree fit for a Queen … see page 2 
Our Senior Team 

Head students Ross Buckley, Olivia Ramsay and Iris Scott with deputes Megan Anderson, Amy Thomson and Chloe Watt 

Dear PLer, 

Today was Purple Friday at Preston Lodge, and 
thank you so much to the many students who 
wore purple to show that they support and care 
for LGBTI young people. 

The purple stripe on the Pride flag stands for 
‘spirit’; The spirit of the LGBT+ community and its 
allies. Young people are the future of Scotland, but 
it’s not always easy to be young, and LGBTI young 
people face unique and additional barriers. Purple 
Friday harnesses the spirit of all allies of LGBTI 
students, and sends a strong message of support, 
letting LGBTI students know they are loved and 
valued. 
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Judo success 

Congratulations to Murray McConnell, 
who was recently taking part in the 
German VI Open and won gold in J1-
60kg and J2-60kg categories.  

Murray was there as part of the Team 
GB Paralympic potential team, along-
side the Paralympic Senior team. We 
are all very proud of Murray.  

 

 

S3 School of Film  

Our budding filmmakers recently had their first day of filming on location for their 2020 Year of Coast and Water 
film. Many thanks to experienced filmmaker David Barras, who is supporting the work. This project is sponsored by 
@eiffindustry and is a Scottish Youth Film Foundation production.  

 

PSG Lunch and Sports Clubs 

We were really pleased to welcome the Preston Seton Gosford Lunch and Sports Clubs into PL over the February 
break. Over 100 primary and secondary students took part, and we are particularly grateful to the PL students who 
took on leadership roles for the project. Well done, and come back soon! 

https://twitter.com/eiffindustry
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Accessible Toilets—Grace’s sign 

We are delighted that after many years of delay Grace Warnock’s 
hugely successful Accessible Toilets sign is now proudly adorning 
our seven Accessible Toilet doors. These toilets are available to all 

students who would 
prefer to use an 
individual facility, and 
we have reminded 
students in assemblies 
this week where they 
can be found—we have 
always used Grace’s 
sign, but only now do 
we have real, life, metal 
versions on our doors. 

Grace actually designed the sign some six years ago, and it can now be 
found in many locations, including the Scottish Parliament. At the time 
Grace’s success was widely celebrated, including winning a Point of Light 
Award—with the picture showing Grace receiving that prize in Downing 
Street. Grace is now in our S6, and although all sorts of obstacles had to 
be overcome to ensure they were used at PL we are really pleased that 
we got this got over the line before Grace moves on beyond school. 

Well done, and thank you, Grace! 

 

Cooper Test House Competition—Overall Combined Results 

Well done to Seton House who won our recent Cooper Test House 
Competition.  

In total, our S1-3 students walked or ran 849, 950 metres—that’s 849 
kilometres, which would take you from Preston Lodge to Land’s End 
and halfway back again! 

A lot of fun was had, and well done to all students for their 
enthusiasm and commitment. 

 

1st Place – SETON – 293,500 metres 

 

2nd Place – GRANGE – 286,250 metres 

 

3rd Place – GOSFORD – 270,200 metres 
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Prom – new date and venue 

We are delighted to have been able to secure a new venue 
for prom.  It will now be on Saturday 3 June at the Marine 
Hotel in North Berwick.  It is a stunning venue and we are 
delighted to have been able to negotiate a special price 
which allows us to keep the cost at £50.  This includes a 3 
course meal, photo booth, dancing and a bus back (with 
drop off points in Longniddry, Port Seton and 
Prestonpans).  Can I ask that outstanding payments are 
made in cash to the school office or online asap, and 
students who would like assistance with the cost should 
see me as soon as possible. 

Julia Robertson, DHT 

 

Figure Skating Success 

Well done to Samira Williamson, who recently came 16th in the 
North East Open in Billingham, beating her personal best!  

 

 

 

 

 

Library News 

Book of the Week 

You Don’t Know What War Is by Yeva Skalietska 

This is the gripping, urgent and moving diary of young Ukrainian refugee Yeva Skalietska. It 
follows twelve days in Ukraine that changed 12-year-old Yeva's life forever. She was woken 
in the early hours to the terrifying sounds of shelling. Russia had invaded Ukraine, and her 
beloved Kharkiv home was no longer the safe haven it should have been. It was while she 
and her granny were forced to seek shelter in a damp, cramped basement that Yeva 
decided to write down her story. And it is a story that the world needs to hear. 

Yeva captured the nation's heart when she was featured on Channel 4 News with her 
granny as they fled Ukraine for Dublin. In You Don't Know What War Is, Yeva records what 
is happening hour-by-hour as she seeks safety and travels from Kharkiv to Dublin. Each eye
-opening diary entry is supplemented by personal photographs, excerpts of messages 
between Yeva and her friends and daily headlines from around the world, while three 
beautifully detailed maps (by Kharkiv-native Olga Shtonda) help the reader track Yeva and 

her granny's journey through Europe. You Don't Know What War Is is a powerful insight into what conflict is like 
through the eyes of a child and an essential read for adults and older children alike. 

Derek France, School Librarian 
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Where ?  Mrs McGregor’s classroom (Maths 6) 

When? Mondays at lunchtime 

 

 

 

Problem of the week 
S1-S3  

 

 

 

 

 

Submit your answers to Mrs McGregor 
by Friday 3rd March by email or on 
paper, each entry will receive epraise 
points , and the correct answers will 
receive extra points 
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Army Intelligence Corps – 14th March P6 or P7 in LZ7 

We've booked the Intelligence Corps to come to PL on the afternoon 
of 14 March for two presentations, Period 6 and Period 7.  They'll be 
in LZ7, and we're looking for names of any students that will get five 
National 5s and might be interested. 

Names to Mr Bell please! 

 

School Lottery 

Congratulations to our local weekly Preston Lodge High School lottery winners; Ms C on Saturday  11th February 2023 

and Mr L on Saturday  18 February.     

If you would like to help us raise essential school funds and haven't signed up yet, you can visit our lottery here - 
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school 

There is a guaranteed cash prize every 

week, lots of other prizes and the chance 

to win up to £25,000!  

Thank you for your support 

Julie Lowe, Head of Development,  

Preston Lodge Learning Foundation  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school
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Financial Support Available to Families 
Clothing Grants 

Some families are eligible for a Clothing Grant.  If this may apply to you, please visit the Free School Meals and 
Clothing Grants area of the East Lothian Council website for further information.  

If you would like some help completing these forms, support is available on the East Lothian Council website, or 
email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk. We will be happy to help you. 

 

 

 

Community Fund 

A combination of corporate funding secured by the Preston Lodge Learning Foundation, and money from our Pupil 
Equity Fund means that we are able to offer immediate support to all families who need it, breaking down financial 
barriers to learning. This year we have also been delighted to receive generous support for school uniform costs for 
specific students from the Preston Seton Gosford Area Partnership.  

This Community Fund is available to all families, and we very much encourage families to apply for a confidential, 
quick grant if they need support. 

Grants are expected to be in the region of £10 to £50, but all applications are considered on an individual 
basis.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, and members of the wider community. 

An application form is available on school’s website here and please email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 
or call 01875 811170if you have any questions. 

Visit www.pllf.org.uk to find out more about the school’s charitable Trust, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation,  

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for Your Diary! 

Monday 27 February S4/5 Parents' Options Event  

Wednesday 1 March 
S3 Recommendations sent 

Senior Phase Course Choice website launches 

Thursday 2 March S3 Family Course Choice Meetings start 

Thursday 9 March Apprenticeship Evening 

Friday 10 March S2 electronic course choice form sent 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2020/06/26/community-fund-application-form-updated-16-may-22/
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
http://www.pllf.org.uk

