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some daytime activities, our evening Book Café 
went really well—thank you to our student 
librarians, and to Derek France, for creating such 
an enjoyable and well attended celebration. 

These two events, and so many others, show how 
we can help to build our community—one of our 
key aims and values–and here’s to many more 
events like these in 2023! 

Gavin Clark, Headteacher 

A tree fit for a Queen … see page 2 
Our Senior Team 

Head students Ross Buckley, Olivia Ramsay and Iris Scott with deputes Megan Anderson, Amy Thomson and Chloe Watt 

Dear PLer, 

We really enjoyed welcoming a number of schools 
into PL yesterday, for the annual Rotary Young 
Technologist Competition. 

Our PL competitors did themselves proud, and it 
was lovely to see so many smiling faces in our 
Assembly Hall. Well done, and thank you to our 
Technologies team, and to Longniddry Rotary Club 
for all they did to make this happen. 

Yesterday was also World Book Day and, as well as 
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Rotary Young Technologist Competition 2023 

We hosted the Rotary Young Technologist Competition on Thursday.  Preston Lodge had five excellent teams 
competing: 

S1 Junior Team – Lucy Skeldon, Pheobe Hunter, Daniel Mackay, Austin Bannerman 

S2 Junior Team – Niamh McMath, Kayahan Foster, Fern Blackie-Smith, Isabel Russell-Hardt 

S3 Intermediate Team – Charlie Mack, Archie Thomson, Sadie Kavanagh, Maddison McLay 

S4 Intermediate Team – Morgan Graham, Leo Wakeling, Hayley Hawkins, Charles Melendres 

S6 Advanced Team – Molly Kane, Skye Laidlaw, Iris Scott, Charlotte Wright 

We also welcomed teams from Newbattle High School, Biggar High School, Ross High School and St David’s High 
School into PL. 

The competition involved the teams designing, making and testing a model of a coin sorter, which had to include 
advertising for a charity.  Each team was given a limited number of resources to build their design and the teams 
worked effectively to plan and build for the different levels of difficulty.   

The pupils had an enjoyable day and worked successfully in their teams to complete the task.  They also had a 
chance to develop their understanding of design and engineering, and have discussions with a number of Rotarians 
and supporters from the Institute of Structural Engineers. 

All of Preston Lodge’s teams created successful coin sorters and impressed the judges with their planning and 
teamwork.  Well done to Ross High School whose Junior team won their competition, and Biggar High School 
whose Intermediate and Advanced teams won. 

 Well done, too, to all of our competitors! 

Emma Webster, PT Technologies 
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Library News 

 

Short Story Competition Winner 

Congratulations to Peter Tumulka who won last year’s Christmas Short Story Competition, and 
has finally received his prize of a £20 National Book Voucher (sorry about the wait, Peter!).  

Peter’s shorty story, The Untucked Christmas Jumper, is available to read on the library 
website.  

 

Book of the Week 

Sixteen Souls by Rosie Talbot 

The spooky, swoony YA debut from BookTok star @Merrowchild! 

Someone is stripping Europe's most haunted city of its spirits. When self-destructive, 16-
year-old seer, Charlie Frith, realises that one of his own ghostly friends has gone missing, 
he must put aside his own safety - and reclusive existence - if he is to find them. Charlie 
reluctantly teams up with Sam Harrow - the new seer in town - and a rag-tag group of 
ghosts, to save their friends from a fate literally worse than death. 

But there is a dark purpose behind these disappearances - more sinister than Charlie could 
ever have imagined. And, as he slowly comes to terms with his romantic feelings for Sam, 
the stakes become even higher as time quickly runs out!  

A scintillating BookTok smash that threads queer romance through the gripping story of a 
European city being stripped of its spirits, Sixteen Souls is atmospheric, page-turning 
reading of the highest order. 

 

World Book Day 2023 

Huge thanks to all parents/carers, pupils and staff 
who helped celebrate World Book Day at our Book 
Café! The Pupil Librarians served up a delicious book
-tasting menu of seven themed tables of crime & 
thriller, fantasy, historical, horror, real-life 
situations, science fiction, and non-fiction. Each 
table had menus for everyone to add feedback on 
the titles available.  

#Congratulations to Ali Carruthers (3Gr2), the 
winner of our book-bundle competition! Ali 
managed to review 15 books from five of our tables, 
completing the most menu entries! Extra-special 
thanks to our Pupil Librarians for providing such a 
sumptuous array of home-baked treats and being 
our ‘waiting staff’ for the evening! 

 

Derek France, School Librarian 



 

 

Page 5 

Preston Lodge is a community of learning.  We value achievement, happiness and respect.                   03 March 2023 

 

 

Book Café 

Snaps!  
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Following feedback from schools and young people, this year the World Book Day £1 book token are digi-
tal. You can download the digital book token for Scottish Secondary Schools, scan the QR code (below) or 
print it as a pdf. 

https://www.worldbookday.com/secondary-digital-token/?dm_i=35S3,1D5S6,7SGH48,5CN3M,1
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Music Success 

It was a busy weekend for pupils from the music department, with both the East 
Lothian Piano Festival and the Regional Final of the Rotary Young Musician 
Competition taking place.  

On Saturday, piano pupils from S1 to S6 performed in a Masterclass to a cosy 
audience in the Brunton Theatre. Local professional pianist, Graeme McDonald, was 
on hand to provide feedback and guidance for future performances. Well done to all 
the pianists who performed.  

On Sunday, Ben McCabe and Daniel Filogonio competed in the Regional Final of the 
Rotary Young Musician of the Year in Loretto School's chapel. This is the first year 
that the Rotary club has been able to run the competition post-covid and both boys 
were a credit to themselves and to the school.  

The standard was incredibly high and both Daniel and Ben performed really well. 
Congratulations to Ben for winning the vocal competition, he now goes through to the district final at Heriot Watt 
University. 

Katie Vines and Gail Lugton, Music  

 

Future Asset Competition Final 

With the final to this prestigious competition a 

few days away the teams have been working 

hard preparing with the support of their 

mentors Will and Gill and our own Mr Clark 

and Mrs Robertson.  

We will let you know how they get on in the 

next issue of PLus!   
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Maths Club 

We decided to compare 3 packs of jelly babies, 2 Bassetts and 1 Haribo to see if 
there was a connection between the colours and packets of different companies. 

We discussed how each packet is made up and the percentages and probability of 
picking a certain colour when you eat them and of course had fun eating them when 
we were finished! 

All students are welcome to join us on a Monday lunchtime ... 

Gillian McGregor, Maths  

 

 

Aspire 

This was the last week of the 6 week Sports and 

Fitness sessions led by Jonny Kay (lecturer at 

Edinburgh College).  The boys had the best time—

Thank you Edinburgh College! 

Sandy Darling, Aspire Coordinator 
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Where ?  Mrs McGregor’s classroom (Maths 6) 

When? Mondays at lunchtime 

 

 

 

Problem of the week 
S1-S3  

 

 

 

 

 

Submit your answers to Mrs McGregor 
by Friday 10th March by email or on 
paper, each entry will receive epraise 
points , and the correct answers will 
receive extra points 
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Army Intelligence Corps – 14th March P6 or P7 in LZ7 

We've booked the Intelligence Corps to come to PL on the afternoon 
of 14 March for two presentations, Period 6 and Period 7.  They'll be 
in LZ7, and we're looking for names of any students that will get five 
National 5s and might be interested. 

Names to Mr Bell please! 

 

School Lottery 

Congratulations to our local weekly Preston Lodge High School lottery winner; Mr S, on Saturday 25 February 
2023.  

If you would like to help us raise essential school funds and haven't signed up yet, you can visit our lottery here - 
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school 

There is a guaranteed cash prize every week, lots of other prizes and the chance to win up to £25,000!  

Thank you for your support 

Julie Lowe, Head of Development,  

Preston Lodge Learning Foundation  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school
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Financial Support Available to Families 
Clothing Grants 

Some families are eligible for a Clothing Grant.  If this may apply to you, please visit the Free School Meals and 
Clothing Grants area of the East Lothian Council website for further information.  

If you would like some help completing these forms, support is available on the East Lothian Council website, or 
email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk. We will be happy to help you. 

 

 

 

Community Fund 

A combination of corporate funding secured by the Preston Lodge Learning Foundation, and money from our Pupil 
Equity Fund means that we are able to offer immediate support to all families who need it, breaking down financial 
barriers to learning. This year we have also been delighted to receive generous support for school uniform costs for 
specific students from the Preston Seton Gosford Area Partnership.  

This Community Fund is available to all families, and we very much encourage families to apply for a confidential, 
quick grant if they need support. 

Grants are expected to be in the region of £10 to £50, but all applications are considered on an individual 
basis.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, and members of the wider community. 

An application form is available on school’s website here and please email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 
or call 01875 811170if you have any questions. 

Visit www.pllf.org.uk to find out more about the school’s charitable Trust, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation,  

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

 

 Dates for Your Diary! 

Thursday 9 March Apprenticeship Evening 

Friday 10 March S2 electronic course choice form sent 

Monday 13 March S3 Course choice family meetings close  

Wednesday 15 March Senior Phase Tracking Report 3 sent to parents 

Thursday 16 March S4 Parents’ Evening 

Friday 17 March S2 course choice forms to be returned  

Wednesday 22 March S5/6 Parents’ Evening 

Friday 24 March S3-5 course choice foms in  

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2020/06/26/community-fund-application-form-updated-16-may-22/
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
http://www.pllf.org.uk

