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represented Preston Lodge so well at the 
Scottish Schools Pipe Band Championship last 
Sunday. We didn’t win any prizes, but our 
students were brilliant school ambassadors. 

There is so much going on! Well done to our 
rugby players, our film makers, our Admin 
students and our House competitors—read on 
to find out more! 

I hope everyone has a good weekend.  

Gavin Clark, Headteacher 

A tree fit for a Queen … see page 2 
Our Senior Team 

Head students Ross Buckley, Olivia Ramsay and Iris Scott with deputes Megan Anderson, Amy Thomson and Chloe Watt 

Dear PLer, 

We all learn best when we are happy, and last 
week’s Maths Bootcamp showed to great effect 
how combining two of our school aims—learning 
and happiness– can create powerful outcomes. 

The pictures inside show young people loving 
learning in their own time, with great support from 
our wonderful Maths team. Thank you to the 60 (!) 
students who took part, and to our Maths teachers, 
who made it all happen. A good time was had by all. 

Thank you, too, to our pipers and drummers, who 
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Competition Season Begins for our Pipe Bands! 

It has been a busy few weeks for the pipe band. Following two sold out Concerts at the school at the beginning of 
February we were back into the fray of competition, beginning with the George Watson’s College Invitational Solo 
and Band Competitions on Sunday 5 March.  

PL piper Charlie Mack finished in 5th place out of 27 entries in the 14yrs and Under Solo Piping. Both PL bands 
played very well but did not finish in the prize list. 

Results were as follows: 

Junior Bands 

1st – George Watson’s College 

2nd – Lochgelly High School 

3rd – George Heriot’s School 

Senior Bands 

1st – Dollar Academy 

2nd – George Watson’s College 

3rd – George Heriot’s School 

Then, on Sunday 12 March we 
travelled to Kilmarnock to 
compete in the Scottish School’s 
Pipes and Drums Championships. 
The last time there was a 
Championships was a week before 
we went into lockdown in 2020, 
so it was fantastic to once again 
be able to attend this event, 
which brought together School 
Pipe Bands from all over Scotland 
and featured over 80 individual 
band performances.  

Our bands competed in the Novice B grade, the Juvenile Grade and in the innovative Freestyle Competition. There 
were no prizes this time, despite strong performances and very favourable comments from the judging panels. 

The next competition we will attend is the Lothian and Borders Branch Indoor Solos and Band Competition at 
James Young High School on Saturday 1 April. 

 

Diving for Drums 

PL drum tutors, Simon, Morven and Cameron are doing a 
sponsored Sky-Dive on Saturday 15  April to raise money for 
a new set of drums for the Novice Band, to replace our 
existing drums which are now falling apart.  

Their target is £3000 and they are already over a third of the 
way there. Please visit the Just Giving Page here to make a 
donation. 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/diving-for-drums?utm_term=6qEb35bBE
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Last Friday saw 60 Senior students and staff coming together to spend an 
extra 6 hours working on their Maths.  We ran a choice of workshops, 
focussing in on topics that students had told us they wanted to work on, 
and two challenge activities to practice answering past paper questions. 

It was fantastic, with much enthusiasm, hard work and resilience on 
show.  The teachers did pretty well too!  We were delighted to welcome 
Philip Dorrian back from retirement.  Philip ran workshops, but he also 
fulfilled the vital role of collecting pizzas on his way in.  We had another 
honorary member of the Maths team for the event: Karin Menzies from 
SfL, seen here overseeing the Higher Maths hat challenge.   

A big thank you to Valentina Lucernoni and Max Letchford (S6) who or-
ganised the cooking, serving and clearing up of the pizzas. And a huge 
thank you to all the Maths staff for giving their time in organising and run-
ning the event, and to the students for their good humour and energy, 
and for making it such fun.   

Hannah Craigie, PT Numeracy 

The winning HATS team: Lucie Hutchison, Martha Thomson, Charlee McNal-

ly, Andrew Blair, and Struan Hill.  Every single bit of decoration in that hat 

represents a past paper question successfully answered – well done team! 
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School of Rugby vs Wallace High School 

On Tuesday we were delighted to welcome Wallace 
High School for a series of rugby matches at the PLHS 
pitches. There was a great atmosphere, with over 75 
students representing their respective school, and 
many parents and peers watching on the sidelines. It 
was fantastic to have teams from S1, S2 and S3 in the 
sunshine, proudly representing Preston Lodge across 
all the school pitches. Thank you to our Senior pupils, 
Gavin, Finlay, Fraser and Lachlan who refereed and 
supported the matches, and to the PL Rugby Club 
Coaches who came along to support their respective 
teams. Also, a big thank you to our wonderful HE 
team for providing sandwiches and cake for Wallace 
to take on the bus journey home.  

 

S1 were playing their first school rugby match 
and after a challenging first 20 minutes to the 
game they managed to become more united as 
a team and work hard to score some good tries. 
It was a case of too little too late for our S1 
team, but we look forward to seeing them grow 
in the coming years. 

 

S2 played an exciting end-to-end match in which 
both teams showed excellent attacking ability. 
Although our S2 team had many absences they 
showed great spirit and resilience to keep running 
and attacking against a well established Wallace 
team. 

 

 

S3 had the closest contest of the afternoon with the lead changing hands multiple times throughout the match. S3 
were determined to get revenge after a narrow defeat last time we played Wallace in December. Sadly, with just 
under 10 minutes to play, Wallace got some fortunate bounces of the ball leading to two break away tries and 
sealing their hard fought victory. This S3 team has a promising future ahead of them! 
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It's a Wrap! 

The S3 School of Film class has been out in woods completing its second day of filming.  The budding filmmakers 
had lots of fun even in freezing temperatures!  Now to the edit.  "Three Weeks Later" will be showing in a 
classroom near you after the Easter holidays.   

Louise Marr, English 
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S3 Admin trip to Baillie Gifford  

Twelve S3 Admin & IT students were lucky enough to be invited to visit the offices 
of Baillie Gifford in Edinburgh to see how the skills they have gained from S3 
Admin & IT could be put to use in a ‘real life’ office. The visit started with an 
amazing lunch in the plush Baillie Gifford staff restaurant 1908. The catering staff 
made sure we were well looked after, with huge pizza’s and bowls of fries. Next was a trip to the in-house library 
on the 6th floor of the offices. The students were treated to some amazing views over Edinburgh and an overview 
of Baillie Gifford by Gill. Following this we headed on a mini-tour and spotted many of the features the students 
had discussed and used in our topic on office layouts. Next the class headed up to a boardroom to hear from Danni, 
Jen and Fiona about the roles that they do at Baillie Gifford. Finally, Jackie from Human Resources, who specialises 
in Early Careers, spoke to the students about the fantastic apprenticeship opportunities that they had on offer to 
students just like them, starting at £20,000 with £500 sign-on bonus! As the students were saying their goodbyes 
they were all given a wonderful goodie bag as a memento of our visit.  

Thank you card – Post it notes about the visit  

Kate Gascoigne, Business Education 
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PL House Event 

PL House Catchphrase took place on 
Wednesday this week, as a new addition to 
our house events.  The event was organised 
by the house captains and features teams 
from each house "say what you see" to win 
house points.   

Special mention to Mr Christianson for 
coming to the rescue when Gosford 
couldn't field a full team.   

All three teams did really well and were 
cheered on by a lively audience, but there 
can only be one winner and on the 
occasion the winner was … Grange with 
Seton in second place and Gosford coming 
in  third.   

Gail Lugton & Katie Vines 
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Spring Dance 

Our final fundraiser for prom is on Thursday 23rd March and is open to all S5 and S6 students.  Tickets are on sale 
for £5 from the school office. 
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Where ?  Mrs McGregor’s classroom (Maths 6) 

When? Mondays at lunchtime 

 

 

 

Problem of the week 
S1-S3  

 

 

 

 

 

Submit your answers to Mrs McGregor 
by Friday 24 th March by email or on 
paper, each entry will receive epraise 
points , and the correct answers will 
receive extra points 
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School Lottery 

Congratulations to our local weekly Preston Lodge High School lottery winner; Ms M, on Saturday 11th March. 
  
If you would like to help us raise essential school funds and haven't signed up yet, you can visit our lottery here - 
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school 

There is a guaranteed cash prize every week, lots of other prizes and the chance to win up to £25,000!  

Thank you for your support 

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/preston-lodge-high-school
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Financial Support Available to Families 
Clothing Grants 

Some families are eligible for a Clothing Grant.  If this may apply to you, please visit the Free School Meals and 
Clothing Grants area of the East Lothian Council website for further information.  

If you would like some help completing these forms, support is available on the East Lothian Council website, or 
email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk. We will be happy to help you. 

 

 

 

Community Fund 

A combination of corporate funding secured by the Preston Lodge Learning Foundation, and money from our Pupil 
Equity Fund means that we are able to offer immediate support to all families who need it, breaking down financial 
barriers to learning. This year we have also been delighted to receive generous support for school uniform costs for 
specific students from the Preston Seton Gosford Area Partnership.  

This Community Fund is available to all families, and we very much encourage families to apply for a confidential, 
quick grant if they need support. 

Grants are expected to be in the region of £10 to £50, but all applications are considered on an individual 
basis.  Applications can be made by students, families, staff, and members of the wider community. 

An application form is available on school’s website here and please email admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk 
or call 01875 811170if you have any questions. 

Visit www.pllf.org.uk to find out more about the school’s charitable Trust, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation,  

Julie Lowe, Head of Development, Preston Lodge Learning Foundation 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for Your Diary! 

Wednesday 22 March S5/6 Parents’ Evening 

Friday 24 March S3-5 course choice forms in  

Friday 31 March All break for Easter holidays 

Monday 17 April All resume 

Monday 24 April Exam Leave starts 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants/2
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
https://www.edubuzz.org/prestonlodge/2020/06/26/community-fund-application-form-updated-16-may-22/
mailto:admin@prestonlodge.elcschool.org.uk
http://www.pllf.org.uk

