
 

 

          Ross High School, Well Wynd, Tranent, East Lothian   EH33 2EQ 
 

ROSS HIGH SCHOOL PARENT COUNCIL 
Meeting of Tuesday 29th January 2019 

 
 
Present: G Walshe (Chair), N Neighbour (Vice Chair), J Dall, D Hill, D Middlemass, H Boyle, 
W Thornton, L Taylor, B Esamal, R Averbuch 

In Attendance: P Reynolds (Head Teacher), Cllr S Akhtar, Cllr G Mackett, Cllr T Trotter, V 
Brown (Clerk) 

Apologies: L Donohoe, A Muir, Cllr K McLeod, Cllr B Small, Cllr F Dugdale, Cllr C McGinn, 
Cllr J McMillan, B Sanchez, G Forsyth 

Minutes Action 

1.  Introductions and Apologies 
GW welcomed everyone to the meeting, apologies as above. 

2.  Minutes of last Meeting and Matters Arising 
The minutes of the meeting on 27th November 2018 were approved. 
Proposed by JD and Seconded by RA 

The Parent Council will send a Thank you letter to the Glenkinchie distillery for donating 
a bottle of whisky as a prize at the Burns Supper. 

3.  Head Teacher’s update 
PR gave an update on the staffing situation with leavers and new starts. There are 
always changes for such a big school with over 100 staff and it is important to keep on 
the lookout for sustainable recruitment in the school. Plans are made at this time of the 
year for the next session to see what Teachers are needed in August to keep things 
running smoothly. 

New Teachers has been appointed in Music and Drama. There are also live 
appointments this week for PE and Admin posts. 

Moira Donnelly (Principal Teacher) and Margaret Cleat, the Business Manager has now 
left so big thanks for everything. 

The School Christmas Fair was a great success this year again, thanks to everyone 
that helped and the pupil’s who made all the crafts, helping out and working on their 
entrepreneur skills. 

Ross Factor Talent Show saw great talent with the winners on piano and voice. 

Sports has seen great successes in judo, cross country, football, netball, cricket and 
swimming. 

Stefan Krawiec won gold in swimming and broke a record that had been unbeatable for 
30 years, an amazing achievement. 

The Film Club sends their thanks for the support from the Parent Council who approved 
their funding request. 

Burns supper 2019 was a great night this year again with 106 people attending. It 
raised £1000 and the feedback was great from everyone. The food was excellent and 
S6 was a great help. Thanks to all the speakers and to everyone who came along. 

Early morning study support for seniors has started and has been popular. It starts at 
7.30am and is for any subject for S4-S6. This is especially helpful with the exams 
starting after the Easter holiday. The school will also be open during the Easter week to 
help prepare the pupils and it is critical for them to come in. The Prelim (preliminary 
examination) are also starting and is good practice and important to have the 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

experience of sitting longer tests in preparation and also getting used to the format. 
An update on the common school day is that Ross High is committed to the line as per 
recommendations from the Scottish Government. The start time is the same at 8.30am 
and the finish times will be changed. The Curriculum has had a thorough review and 
discussions are happening now on what it could look like for each year group and 
subject. The school is ready for it and will have a whole session to prepare staff, pupils 
and parents for it. The wider parent body will be consulted with next year before going 
ahead as nothing has been agreed as yet.  

4.  The Parental Engagement Strategy 2018 
There will be a workshop in Glasgow for Building a collaborative school community on 
7th March, if interested please speak to GW or NN. 

Miss Forsyth has asked if the Parent Council members could give feedback on how to 
work together and the page shared on social media about the family learning in March. 

The annual pupil questionnaire is coming out soon and this year, a second parent 
questionnaire has also been suggested. Further investigation is required in what 
outcome is sought and what the questions would be before asking the Parent Council’s 
advice. PR will keep everyone updated on this. 

5.  Finance Update 
Balance of bank account at 29th January 2019 is £713.35. 

6.  Fundraising 
The Parent Council has discussed hosting a Bingo night fundraiser. It was suggested it 
would be held in September or before the October break in 2019 because lots is going 
on in the springtime with trips, exams and sport competitions. 

The money from Easy Fundraising takes awhile to come through so the earnings from 
the Christmas shopping have not yet arrived. 

NN asked if everyone could let her know if there is anything they would like to see 
posted on social media. 

7.  Area Partnership 
The Area Partnership’s is looking for a female vice chair and the next meeting is next 
week on 5th February 2019. The work to create additional parking spaces has started in 
Forester Park with the lights being out making it difficult to see in the dark. 
8.  Parents’ Queries 
There were none. 

9.  AOCB 
Ross High had a visit as part of an inspection of East Lothian Council conducted by 
Education Scotland. The inspectors were very positive about the work being done and 
about the staff and pupils they spoke to. The feedback from the visit was very positive 
which is wonderful to hear.  

GW thanked everyone for coming to the meeting. 

Date of Next Meetings: 
Next Parent Council meeting will be held on 26th February 2019. 
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