
 

 

“ Learning stories” are used to build a picture of pro-
gression for your child in each curricular area 

Pupil reports are used to sum up your child’s pro-
gress in learning across the curriculum 

E-portfolios are used to provide ongoing evidence of 
your child’s progress 

Parents’ evenings/afternoons may be more frequent 
to provide more continuous feedback on progress 

All learning is a journey of progress, which is rarely 
linear and takes many routes and pathways. Your child 
may take longer to progress in some areas in order to 
ensure the security that will enable them to make pro-
gress confidently. 

 

When do schools assess? 
 
Assessment takes place as part of everyday learning 
and teaching, periodically and at key transitions. As 
part of everyday learning, teachers are continuously 
assessing their pupils’ progress using learning inten-
tions and success criteria as measures of pupils’ suc-
cess. 
From time to time, teachers will use tests to assess 
children and young people's progress and achieve-
ments in order to be able to plan ahead, record and 
report on progress and support learners. 

Transitions are the moves children and young people 
make, from home to nursery, from stage to stage, from 
primary to secondary, to further education and employ-
ment. Information about a learner's progress and 
achievements will be passed on to make sure that their 
broad general education continues at the correct level 
and at an appropriate pace for them.  Phone: 01620 827857/8788 
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What is meant by assessment? 

Assessment from Nursery to the end of S3 is carried out 
to see what children and young people know, understand 
and are able to do. Assessment is a process which sup-
ports your child’s learning and not a series of events 
which are “done to them.”    

By involving your child in the whole process of learning 
and assessment and allowing them to take responsibility 
for their own learning, it raises their standards of 
achievement and develops their skills for learning, life 
and work. 

Progress therefore becomes a measure of your child’s 
success in setting high expectations and successfully 
achieving them.  

What is assessed? 

Curriculum for Excellence comprises 8 curricular areas 
consisting of: 

Expressive Arts  

Health and Wellbeing  

Languages (including English, Gaelic, Classic and 
Modern Languages) 

Mathematics 

Religious and Moral Education 

Sciences  

Social Studies  

Technologies  

There are also three key areas which all teachers are 
responsible for teaching: 
 

Literacy across learning  

Numeracy across learning 

Health and Wellbeing across learning  

Where can I find out more information about  
assessment and reporting? 
 
Your child’s school will be able to provide you with 
more information on how they carry out specific as-
sessments and how they report on your child’s pro-
gress. 

More information can be found from the following 
websites: 

http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/
learningteachingandassessment/assessment/
index.asp  

http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/parentzone/  
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http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/learningteachingandassessment/curriculumareas/expressivearts/index.asp
http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/learningteachingandassessment/curriculumareas/healthandwellbeing/index.asp
http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/learningteachingandassessment/curriculumareas/languages/index.asp
http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/learningteachingandassessment/curriculumareas/mathematics/index.asp
http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/learningteachingandassessment/curriculumareas/rme/nondenominational/index.asp
http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/learningteachingandassessment/curriculumareas/sciences/index.asp
http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/learningteachingandassessment/curriculumareas/socialstudies/index.asp
http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/learningteachingandassessment/curriculumareas/technologies/index.asp
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/learningteachingandassessment/assessment/index.asp
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/learningteachingandassessment/assessment/index.asp
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/learningteachingandassessment/assessment/index.asp
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/parentzone/


 

 

Each curriculum area is broken down into a set of 
experiences and outcomes. The Experience de-
scribes the learning whilst the Outcome repre-
sents what the learning will achieve. This is often 
explained from the pupil’s perspective as an ‘I 
can....’ statement. 

What’s in an “outcome”? 

The learning within each outcome is given to your 
child as a series of learning intentions. Each 
learning intention is supported by success criteria 
which are your child’s steps to achieving success 
in learning.  

As each pupil achieves the success criteria, teach-
ers and your child can both see the progress in 
learning which is being made across outcomes 
within each curricular area.  

Example of Learning Intentions (LI) and Success 
Criteria (SC) used with pupils in P6 (Second Level)  

How are we assessing? 

Teachers look at a range of evidence of learning which 
your child has produced before summing up his/her pro-
gress at that point in time. 

Some concrete examples of evidence might be: 

A teacher’s observation of ball control in P.E. 

Self-assessment of a written story focusing on para-
graphing, use of descriptive language and a coherent 
plot 

A maths “check-up” worksheet on equivalent fractions 

A powerpoint on a country’s climate, land composition 
and geographical landmarks 

 

Evidence of children and young people's progress and 
achievements will come from day-to-day learning and 

through the things they may write, say, make or do.  

How do teachers report on your child’s progress? 

Progress is now defined as “how much” and “how well” 
your child is learning, and not solely on “how fast” al-
though pace is still important. The new curriculum is de-
signed to enable your child to achieve greater breadth 
and depth of learning whilst also securing the develop-
ment of skills and knowledge. 

Therefore reporting must now include information on 
progress which is either developing, consolidating or 
secure depending on how well your child has developed 
a breadth of learning, in challenging aspects and ap-

plied this learning in other curricular areas or contexts.  

For example: Reading 

Breadth of experience may include:  

reading an increasing variety of genres 

increasing in fluency of reading 

increasing vocabulary throughout the different genres 

increasing the knowledge and understanding of the 
differences between genres. 

 

Challenge within reading may include:  

identifying key features of each genre and creat-
ing different texts which contain these features 

increasing in fluency in a range of unfamiliar and 
unseen texts 

understanding vocabulary using the context to 
work out its meaning in unseen texts 

Application of reading skills across the curriculum 

Consistently approach different texts across the 
curriculum and know the genre of each reading 
piece, to support own understanding of meaning 
and purpose 

Be consistently fluent in reading any text from 
any curricular area 

Understand subject-specific vocabulary and know 
how to find out about new vocabulary 

As a result, teachers and pupils must have evidence 
of learning which reflects this breadth, challenge 

and application.  

If your child has had opportunities to show breadth, 
challenge and application in the different curricular 
areas, but has not evidenced each through their 
learning and across a level, the teacher may report 

that your child is “developing.”  

If your child demonstrates a range of evidence, 
where he/she has met challenges and deepened 
his/her learning, then your child will be 

“consolidating” their progress.  

Finally, if your child has demonstrated that they have 
knowledge and understanding and skills across a 
breadth of learning, whilst meeting challenges 
across this breadth to deepen their learning and ap-
plied all of this in another context or curricular area 
consistently, then the teacher will report that your 

child is “secure.” 

There is a range of ways in which your child’s 
teacher reports on his/her progress. Here are a few 
examples: 2 4 
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