
Here we are into the second part of the term and already thoughts are turning to Halloween, Guy 

Fawkes and Christmas- if I dare mention the word- although weeks behind the shops.. 

We have some exciting projects in the pipeline for the next two months: a joint Harvest Thanksgiving 

with Humbie, P5-7 are engaged in an exciting project about Treasure Island with the Youth Music Ini-

tiative, we have planned  a HATS Day with a Scottish theme in November and then all hands to the 

pump for the Nativity which will involve the whole school and be staged in the village hall on Wednes-

day 19th December. As usual, this will be a production on the scale of a Hollywood blockbuster and so 

we will be asking for help in making costumes and scenery. 

Lothian and Borders Police have asked me to make you aware that there will be an initiative during  

November to reduce accidents during the “school run”. They will be visiting school locations to look for 

incidents of inappropriate parking and the unsafe carriage of children. 

In class and as a school, we have been focussing on spelling, concentrating on basic rules and common 

words and encouraging children to edit their work to self-correct words they should know how to spell. 

Also to the fore at the moment is playground behaviour- together the children and staff outlined the 

kind of school we would like to have, worked out how to accomplish that and devised a plan of action to 

make sure it happens. So at the moment, we are replacing Golden Time with Health and Well-being top-

ics related to behaviour issues. Good behaviour, both inside and outside, is being rewarded with house 

points and, as the same is happening at Humbie, the house with the most points will be given a reward 

during the HATS Day on 21st November. This nature of this reward is being kept under wraps, but may 

possibly have a Scottish theme. 

Along with this newsletter is an outline of the targets for this block for each child. It will cover Liter-

acy, Maths and Numeracy and the cross-curricular topic and may also include targets specific to the 

class. This is in response to parents asking for advance notice of what is to be covered so that support 

can be offered at home. 

We are hopeful that Edubuzz will be up and running again soon as it is a very useful communication tool. 

It also serves as an ideal place to grandstand the teaching and learning activities taking place in school 

and I know that many of you enjoy looking at and reading about what your children are doing.  

On a more mundane note, with bad weather already forecast, please make sure that your child is well-

clad for being outdoors and that we have up-to-date emergency contacts  (see sheet attached) should 

the building need to close for any reason. 

As always we welcome any offer of help from parents and members of the community- if you have a 

skill to share, just mention it to someone and we will get back to you. 
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You can also register to receive news of any updates to the  

website.   If  you wish to have communications sent by  email  (you will receive pupil 

post too) please send your email address into the office. 

 

Email address:                                                                               Name: 

  



October 

29th Humbie & Saltoun Harvest 

 Thanksgiving at Humbie Church 

November 

4th Humbie Bonfire 

5th P5-P7 perform „Treasure Island‟ at  

 Elphinstone Primary 

7th Parent Council AGM at 7pm 

14th P5-7 Hockey Festival  

21st HATS day at Saltoun 

24th Saltoun Fair Village Hall 11-3 

26th  Individual & Family Photographs 

December 

10th  Ross High School Christmas Fayre 

11th P1-7 Trip to King‟s Theatre for  

 Panto 

 Nursery Puppet Show in Village Hall 

5th Last Forest Schools for P3-P7 

18th Christmas Assembly  

19th School Nativity Play in Village Hall 

 At 6.30pm 

20th School Christmas Lunch.  P1-P7 

 Parties.  School closes for holidays. 

January 

7th Staff resume 

8th All pupils resume 

11th Swimming starts for P3/4 
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Diary Dates 
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Big Breakfast for Mary’s Meals 

A huge thank you for your support we 

raised £211 for this worthy cause.  

Hope you all enjoyed your rolls! 

Reminders 

 Can you please ensure that children 

are kept at home if feeling poorly.  

There should be at least 24 hours 

clear since the last bout of sick-

ness or diarrhoea before children 

come back to school.   

 Please remember that lunch money 

should be paid on Monday        

mornings. 

 PE kit should be in school at all 

times. 

 Do remember that children should 

come to school adequately clothed.  

Many children come by car but of 

course they are out in the play-

ground where they need to be 

warm.  Children without coats are 

not allowed out at playtimes. 

 Keep the school informed if you 

should change your phone numbers 

etc 

 Mondays and Fridays are fruit 

snacks only. 

 We discovered nuts in our 

corridor brought in by a child. 

WE ARE ABSOLUTELY A 

NUT FREE ZONE HERE AT 

SALTOUN PRIMARY—WE 

HAVE CHILDREN WITH LIFE 

THREATENING  ALLERGIES! 

Wet Weather 

Unfortunately children cannot come into 

school prior to the normal start time as 

staff are unable to look after them.  If 

the weather is wet, then perhaps you 

could arrive later than usual or use the 
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ALL SESSION DATES ARE ALWAYS AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE 

 

EAST LOTHIAN COUNCIL 

DEPARTMENT OF SERVICES FOR PEOPLE - EDUCATION 

SCHOOL SESSION DATES 2013-2014  

 
 

TERM 1       

INSERVICE DAY 1 Monday 19 August 2013 

INSERVICE DAY 2 Tuesday 20 August 2013 

Pupils Resume Wednesday 21 August 2013 

September Holiday staff & pupils break Thursday 12 September 2013 

September Holiday (schools closed for staff 

& pupils) 

Friday 

Monday 

13 September 

16 September 

2013 

2013 

All Resume Tuesday 17 September 2013 

All Break (October break) Friday 11 October 2013 

October break Monday-Friday 14 – 18 October 2013 

INSERVICE DAY 3 Monday 21 October 2013 

Pupils Resume Tuesday 22 October 2013 

All Break (Christmas) Friday 20 December 2013 

    = 80 pupil days 

= 83 staff days 

  

        

TERM 2       

All Resume Monday 6 January 2014 

Pupils break Friday 7 February 2014 

February break Monday – Friday 10 – 14 February 2014 

INSERVICE DAY 4 Monday 17 February 2014 

Pupils resume Tuesday 18 February 2014 

All break (Easter) Friday 4 April 2014 

Good Friday 

Easter Monday 

Friday 17 April 2014 

Monday 21 April 2014 

    

    = 59 pupil days 

= 60 staff days 

  

        

TERM 3       

All Resume Tuesday 22 April 2014 

May Holiday Monday 5 May 2014 

INSERVICE DAY 5 Tuesday 6 May 2014 

Pupils Resume Wednesday 7 May 2014 

Victoria Day Holiday Monday 19 May 2014 

All resume Tuesday 20 May 2014 

Term ends Friday 4 July 2014 

    = 51 pupil days 

= 52 staff days 

  



 

Nursery News 
 
After celebrating Halloween and bonfire night we plan to look at the theme 

of People who Help Us, with a specific focus on emergency services like the 

Police and Fire brigade. We hope to have visits from both of these services 

in November and will be reinforcing safety messages re. fire, roads, and what to do when lost. 

It would be useful if you could start to talk to your children about such issues and encourage 

them to learn their own address. Then we may do some activities around that other well-

known winter festival in December. Thursdays will now be Hall Time, when we plan to try some 

of the activities from the “Music and Me” course we both attended recently. 

 

Some dates for your diaries:   

Wed. 21st November – Scottish Hats day. Humbie will come to Saltoun, but we are invited up 

to their nursery for the morning. We can use their bus to go to Humbie, but it would be very 

helpful if you could collect your children from Humbie by 11.45. If this is a problem for any-

one, please let us know and we will try to ensure everyone is given a lift or 

brought back in staff cars. 

 

Tuesday 11th December - Xmas magic show with Humbie in Saltoun Hall.  

Saltoun Craft 

Fair 

Saturday 24th 

November 

11am to 3pm 

Come along and do some  

Christmas Shopping.  Lots 

of different stalls selling 

lovely things.  Teas and 

coffee etc and a baking 

stall will be manned by 

Parent Council and some of 

our children. 

Wear It Pink Friday 

Thank you to all of those who 

dressed in pink—even the 

brave boys!! 

We raised £97 for Breast 

Cancer. 

 

Please check your child/ren‟s hair for lice.  As with all 

schools lice is ever present and the only way to keep on 

top of it is with regular inspections/combing and then if 

necessary, treatment.  Your pharmacist will be able to 

advise on the best treatment.  

What are we doing in class this term? 

P1/2  - are looking at the moon and stars.  We will also 

be looking a road safety in the dark with a visit from the 

road safety officer. Technology is also on our list. 

P3/4 - We have started our block of Forest Schools.  

Also looking at 2D and 3D shapes and the Solar System. 

P5/6/7 - Have been rehearsing „Treasure Island‟ under 

the Youth Music Initiative.  This is a joint venture with 

Elphinstone Primary.  Culminating in a performance at 

Elphinstone on 5th November.  The children have also been 

enjoying rugby, hockey and a „game‟ of golf led by Kate 

Green, Golf Development Officer for East Lothian.    Our 

project for this term is „The Victorians‟.  We will also be en-

joying Forest Schools until December. 

 

All classes are now rehearsing for our Nativity. 



For information, here is a copy of our homework policy. 

 

Humbie and Saltoun- Homework Policy 

Your child should be given homework tasks in line with the following policy: 

 

Across the school, homework should be given twice a week.  

(On occasions, whole school or seasonal activities may interrupt this.) 

 

 Amount should be appropriate to age and stage. 

 

P1/2: reading twice a week 

Spelling/phonics tasks as required 

P3/4: reading twice a week (if/as support needed) 

If children are using Accelerated Reader they may be given a novel or chapters 

to read for a set date 

Spelling tasks as required (these may be based on spelling rules, common words 

or topic based) 

P5-7: reading- as support is needed; if Accelerated Reader being used, dates set for 

completion; group novels used at times. 

Spelling tasks as above. 

Additional tasks related to topics/seasonal etc. can be over and above this. 

For parents who would like additional tasks or want to help children work on the tar-

gets identified at the beginning of each planning block, there is also available in 

school: 

a generic list of maths tasks for extra maths and numeracy activities (counting 

on/back, number bonds, tables, money).  

Lists of the most commonly words. These are banked in hundreds up to one 

thousand and the class teacher will provide you with the appropriate list for 

each child. 

Depending on the targets specified for your child, websites can be useful in providing 

worksheets or online interactive activities. 

One useful website is http://www.primaryresources.co.uk/ 

Library 

Do you have spare time to help out in our library?  Our books need sorting, possibly la-

belling (depending on the type of books) and just a general tidy up to ensure the books 

can be easily found.  Contact school if you any spare time to help with this. 



  

  

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 

Family/Individual School Photographs 
 

The photographer will be in school on Monday 266h November 2012.  Your child’s photograph will 

be taken but you will be under no obligation to buy. 

 

If you have younger children in school but would like them taken together please tick below.   If you 

wish to have younger children photographed, who are out with school, can you please attend at 

9.15am.   

 

The form should be returned to the school no later than Wednesday 23rd November 2012. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

Jacky Baillie 

 

"---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

Name of child/ren …………………………………………………………  Class/es……………… 

 

 

 

I wish my child to have an individual photograph taken.   

    

 

I wish my child to have a family photograph taken.   

 

 

I wish my child to have both.  

 



Saltoun Primary School 
 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian 
 

We are in the process of updating our procedures for emergency closures due to ad-

verse weather conditions or some other emergency. 

 

In the event of bad weather, can we remind you to listen to Radio Forth in the morn-

ings.  East Lothian Council provide up-to-date information to Radio Forth regarding 

school closures.  You can also check the council’s website 

 

If the weather deteriorates whilst your child is at school, you will receive a phone call 

from a member of the school staff.  It is important that we can contact you immedi-

ately and that we have your most up to date details.  Can you please provide a name 

that you are happy for your child/ren to go home with e.g. another parent, neighbour 

etc.  Please note that we are unable to send a child home with another adult unless 

we have your permission.   

 

As always, please notify us immediately if your contact numbers change. 

 

 

…………………………………………………………………………. 

 

 

Saltoun Primary School Emergency Closure 

 

 

I would like ……………………………………………………………… 

 

 

to go home with …………………………………………………………. 

 


