
Saltoun Parent Council Meeting 20.1.22 

 

Present: Debby Crossan, Magali Tuke, Katie Grenfell, Julia McDonald, David Drummond, Kirsten Furr, Elise Cachat & Jill Brown (Minute Taker) 

Apologies: Gillian  

Minutes from previous meeting and matters arising 

Katie welcomed everyone to the first meeting of the year. 

Communication 

It has been discussed previously about communication between school and parents, one suggestion had been a primary school app.  Debby talked us though the Connect us 

app, this allows all sorts of policies to be uploaded and encompasses a messaging service. Parents can tweak this to allow only communications to be received with what they 

want. It will use a code to gain access which will keep it fairly secure. It will be a good thing to try to aid communication between school and home. It will hopefully encourage 

more information to be shared. Anything urgent to be communicated would still be sent via groupcall as well as the app. It can also be cleared out when a parents wants this. 

It was asked if there would be a function to send a PDF once a month of a summary once a month out to parents, we will explore this and report back.  

One parent asked if we could have both methods of communication running co-currently for a period of time, we will do this and gain feedback. 

It was discussed about the cost of the app, it would be £150 for the year, and the parents agreed that it would be worthwhile to subscribe to this for the year. Katie will put this 

out on the PC messenger to ask if the PC will fund this for the school for the year. 

Fundraising 

There was a good response to the Christmas fundraising, there was a lot of money raised and special thanks to David Drummond for his kind contribution.  

There are a couple of ideas for fundraising, including 

 A sponsored cycle on the old railway path, West Saltoun to Pencaitland  

 Raffle an Easter basket around Easter time. Miss Tuke suggested an Easter Egg hunt maybe one Friday afternoon after school with a small contribution? Hopefully 

something outdoors will be allowed to be held and will be discussed nearer the time. 

PC had been approached by Debby regarding the furniture in P4-P7 classroom, would the PC possibly consider funding new furniture for the classroom? At the moment the 

furniture is quite dark and needs replaced. The nursery are also needing a new table. The school will provide a quote for this and come back to the PC with this.  



Miss Tuke asked if the PC would also consider making a lump sum donation for the school to use when required to e.g.  buy additional art resources etc. School would thank 

Parent Council in e.g. newsletters which would also share with the wider parent body how the Parent Council supports the school.  Again this will be put out to the wider parent 

body to agree on. It is difficult for the school to fund certain things as we have such a small budget. It was discussed about how much money should be kept in the PC account, 

this should be put out to the wider parent body to agree on. It was discussed about having a poll sent out to all parents to gather their views and how we can attract more parents 

to be involved. A flyer will be produced and sent out to parents as a paper copy, school will get the children to decorate this once the flyer has been sent in.  

Head Teachers update 

We have has a really good return to school and everyone has been really positive despite enhanced restrictions in schools. There has been no relaxation of the Covid mitigations 

in school, and lunches will continue to be eaten in the classroom. There has been a small number of Covid in school, we continue to have enhanced cleaning and handwashing 

in school. A parent for more information regarding Covid mitigations in school e.g.  How many toilets children have access to?  We have separate toilets for the P1-3 classroom 

and P4-7 classroom. There is a natural limit to how many people are in the staffroom and all procedures are being followed with enhanced cleaning carried out every day. Testing 

is carried out frequently by staff.  

We launched our Wider Curriculum activities, however this has been launched on a smaller scale as bubbles cannot mix indoors. To move forward with our Wider Curriculum 

activities we have ahead to think creatively.  Last week there were 2 groups, Forest Schools and Gardening.  The groups will swap next session (February) to ensure all children 

get equal opportunity.  These groups were very successful, and there was a lot of positive feedback from learners.  The Decision Making Groups have had their first meetings 

and action plans agreed. These have also been limited by the ‘bubbles’ guidance.  There has also been a learning council started up and they are helping looking at policies.  

They have been helping to review the current Behaviour Policy. 

There will be a visit to school next week by Karen Haspolat, Quality Improvement Manager. 

Behaviour Policy working group 

Katie shared that parents had met with Mrs Crossan to review the existing policy prior to Christmas.  It was agreed that the current Policy (2015) was unfit for purpose. A new 

draft policy has been produced and this looks so much better and matches the schools values and positive ethos. Katie suggested that a section within the policy for Partnerships 

with Parents and how to better communicate what restorative conversations are, and what they might look like. If anyone would like to see the draft policy this can be distributed 

Learning Council have also been involved in shaping the Policy, and will also make a more user friendly document to share with the wider parent body. 

Treasurer’s report 

There is £3505.82 in the parent council funds. There is still some cash in hand less some spending that has been done. East Lothian lottery has made us £107, raffle raised 

£778. There was a donation from Lennoxlove for the parties of £250 and we are still awaiting the funds from Cauliflower cards.  

Date of next meeting: 2nd March 2022 at 6.30pm 


