
P6CT Newsletter 
 

As we can’t meet face to face, the next best option is a newsletter! 

Many of you will know who I am already as I have been at Sandersons Wynd for a 

number of years, but for those of you don’t, my name is Mrs Confrey-Thomson, I have 

been a teacher for 10 plus years with more than half of that time in the upper primary 

stages. 

I have high expectations for all the children in my class and I encourage them to always 

be the best version of themselves. That means I expect children to work hard, be kind, 

show interest, and have a bit of a laugh whilst still being respectful. I will never be 

angry with a child that can’t do something, it is my job to teach them how to overcome 

challenges in various learning contexts. What does make me cross is when children don’t 

try, the class already know this and they are hopefully beginning to understand that 

making mistakes is how we learn and we certainly can’t progress learning if we don’t try. 

How you can help is to also encourage children to learn from their mistakes and only 

expected the best of them. 

For most aspects of learning there will be some contextual link to the topic that the 

children are focused on. 

Literacy  

Reading – P6 work on reciprocal reading roles; Book Detectives.  I find this is the best 

way to help children move away from reading aloud to reading to understand. Over the 

course of the year I will be teaching them how to question, predict, summarise, and 

understand the themes within a text and how to use a text to boost their vocabulary 

for writing.  Children will read with me on Monday, I will set them reading homework 

that is due on Thursday. I allow the children to read their homework during AR time. 

Children must finish the reading by Thursday and they will complete a task based on 

what they have read. Thursday reading is all about pupil interaction – they work in 

groups to discuss what they have read, share their Book Detective task from the 

previous week and talk about where they think their book is going. They also complete a 

written task for the week ahead, which varies for each child.  

Literacy skills and Writing - Each week we will look at a particular writing skill, for 

example, similes, alliteration, building tension, writing reports etc. we will work on lots 

of examples as a class and in small groups. The aim is that the children will be able to 

take what they have learned and use in in their writing for that week, which is usually 

linked to topic.  



Spelling – In P6 we Zap our spelling. Each week children will be given a new set of 

spelling words that follow a certain spelling rule. Usually they will complete a short, 

creative or collaborative task using the words to help introduce the sound/rule. 

Throughout the rest of the week they ‘test’ each other in the hope to Zap the word. 

Zappers are surprisingly effective and popular with the children. 

Maths- 

After listening to what is involved with a particular area of maths the children will then 

decide what aspects of that area they need the most support on, they use the 

curriculum frameworks to identify their areas of need, this informs my planning and 

teaching. Children choose their maths groups based on their prior 

learning/understanding/confidence levels, rather than having a top, middle or bottom 

group! 

Topics- 

This year we will be exploring various experiences within the context of 

 Space 

 The Jacobites 

 The Human Body, including Living and Growing 

Children will have French and RME  with Ms Wilson-Hastie on Tuesday and 

Wednesday and P.E with Ms Imrie on Thursday  

 

Things to remember –  

 Monday and Thursday = P.E. clothes and reading homework due 

 Bring a water bottle daily 

 Dress for the weather – including suitable footwear 

 Please encourage good hand hygiene 


