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Dear Parents and Carers,  

I hope that you and your families are well. 

As you will be aware, East Lothian – along with many other parts of Scotland – recently 
moved to COVID-19 Protection Level 1. This easing of restrictions reflects the fact that 
as the vaccination programme is rolled out, progress in the fight against COVID-19 
continues to be made. 

We all continue to be hopeful of an increasingly less restrictive way of life. While there 
are fewer people in hospital than at earlier stages of the pandemic, it remains a very 
challenging and fragile situation. In recent weeks, we have seen an increase in the 
number of positive cases in East Lothian and this has also had an impact in a number 
of our schools.  

I would like to reassure you that our schools continue to have multiple control 
measures in place against COVID-19, including enhanced cleaning and regular testing 
of staff, and of young people in our secondary schools, to limit the risk of transmission. 
In the event of positive cases, we work closely with colleagues in the NHS Health 
Protection Team and communicate directly with the affected school community and 
any close contacts with advice to self-isolate and get tested. 

All of this highlights that the virus continues to present a risk and that it is important to 
continue following national advice, including physical distancing and the wearing of 
face coverings. We continue to ask that parents and carers maintain 2m physical 
distancing from one another, wear face coverings and avoid congregating at either 
end of the school day to reduce the risks of community transmission. 

We also now know that almost 1 in 3 people with the virus don’t realise they have it 
and could be passing it on, especially to younger people who have not yet had the 
vaccine.   It’s important to remember this, especially in other community settings, for 
example, when you participate in sports activities, both indoors and outdoors, where 
it’s natural to be in closer social groupings with other people but is vitally important 
that the physical distancing and public health measures continue to be followed.  



There are a number of ways in which people, with no symptoms, can get tested in 
East Lothian. Options include our testing facility at the former Stoneyhill Community 
Centre in Musselburgh or at one of the mobile testing units being deployed around 
local communities. By getting tested, even if you’ve received your vaccination, you 
can find out if you are positive, and take immediate action to stop the spread of the 
virus, by self-isolating. It is also possible to order test kits for delivery to your home or 
to collect from pharmacies. More information is available at 
www.eastlothian.gov.uk/testing 

There is no doubt that this school session has been very challenging for our learners, 
staff and families. I continue to be very proud of the way in which everyone has 
responded through a combination of hard work and resilience and am very grateful to 
everyone for their efforts. I know it has not been easy. 

Things continue to be far from normal across all aspects of public services but, in the 
face of these challenges, we have supported our learners, maintained high-quality 
learning and teaching and they are working hard to prepare for the next school 
session.  

It is not long now until the summer holidays and everyone across our school 
communities will be looking forward to a well-deserved break. As we approach the end 
of this academic session, the recent increase in COVID-19 cases in East Lothian 
highlights the need for us to continue to be on our guard. 

Thank you for your ongoing support. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Lesley Brown 
Executive Director Education and Children’s Services 

http://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/testing

