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Newsletter February 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Already the time is flying away from us in this year of 2021 and it is hard to believe that we are approaching the 

February break already. It has been a difficult start to 2021 with the new imposed lockdown but I want to thank all 

of you, our parents, the children and all the staff for the way that you have worked with remote learning to ensure 

that all our learners continue on their learning journey. 

Please find in this newsletter some important messages concerning this next stage of the lockdown process. As 

always, if you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at the school. 

February Holiday 

The February holiday takes place from Monday 8th—Friday 12th February. Please note that the school will be closed 

over these days and there will be no Keyworker childcare provision. 

I am sure that we are all looking forward to some down time away from computer screens, worksheets and remote 

learning. It is well deserved by everyone and I wish everyone a good holiday and a good rest. 

Important Dates 

Mon 8—Fri 12 Feb  February Holiday 

Tues 16th Feb   School re-opens to Keyworker Childcare / Remote Learning Contin-

ues 

Wed 17th Feb   Ash Wednesday (Beginning of Lent) 

Our Values 

Love   ~  Respect    ~     Partnership   ~   Determination            
Reflectiveness     ~     Creativity & Ambition 



Phased Re-Opening of Schools from 22nd February 

Although the First Minister has announced that schools will re-open to Nursery and P1—P3 children from 22nd           

February, we are still waiting for further information from the Scottish Government about this process, the protocols 

and the Health and Safety implications. I will be in touch with parents by Friday 19th February, at the latest, with                 

information on how this return will take place. 

Scots Language Competition 

Our annual Scots Language Competition took place this week and we were delighted to have Mrs Torley and Mrs 

Adams as our guest judges this year. The standard was extremely high this year and all the children showed 

tremendous confidence and resilience considering that it was all done remotely. So, congratulations to all the 

children who participated; you are all winners! 

However, we do have some overall winners as follows: 

P1—3            Poetry: Eden (P2)                            Song/Music:  Amelia (P3) 

P4—7  Poetry: Darcie (P5)   Song/Music:  (Joint First)  Lilli and Denver (P7) 

Congratulations to our winners. You will all receive your prizes in due course. 

P6 European Quiz 

Each year the Scottish European Trust run a quiz for schools focussing on pupils knowledge of Europe and European 

issues. This year, for the first time, we have a team of five Primary 6 pupils who will represent St. Gabriel’s. We are     

delighted to take part in this and we wish our St. Gabriel’s Team best of luck. “Go team St Gabriel’s!” 

Finally I want to thank all of you our parents/carers for your continued support and understanding during these 

difficult times. I appreciate that it is not easy to get a balance between remote learning, working either at home or 

away from home, and running your normal family home life. However, looking on the Google Classrooms and seeing 

the work that the children have continued to produce and seeing their continued enthusiasm for their learning 

shows that a tremendous job has been done through the collaboration between the parents, teachers and the 

children themselves. That really is the true nature of education, which works really well when we all support each 

other as best as we can. So, thank you again for all the hard work and continued support that you show to the school. 

 

We are all ready for a rest! I wish you all a good February week. Enjoy time away from the computer screens , 

worksheets and remote learning. 

Above all, stay safe and take care of yourself and each other. 

 

Kindest regards 

Alex Buchanan 

Head Teacher 


