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Dear Parents, 

Welcome back, I hope you all enjoyed your summer break, 

despite the weather! The children and staff all look 

healthy and well rested, not to mention how much many 

have grown over the holidays! 

 

Labels: Thank you for all the parents who have labelled 

everything, it makes it so much easier to return lost 

property!    
 

Weather: Please ensure your child is prepared for our 4 

seasons in one day Scottish weather. We try as much as 

possible to get the children outside to get fresh air and 

run around so it is essential they are prepared with either 

a waterproof jacket or a kagool they keep in their bag. 

 

Lunches: When dry P4-7 are allowed to eat their packed 

lunch outside until around the October break, weather 

dependent! 

 

Welcome evening 7th September 

Thank you to those parents who have sent a reply. I have 

decided to offer this to meet the teacher, sometimes for 

the first time, and to share some routines and 

expectations for this coming session. As usual we want to 

work in partnership and ensure we meet the needs of our 

individuals and if you have any queries or questions please 

make an appointment to speak to the class teacher or 

myself. 

 

Ready to Learn: 

It is important that pupils are prepared for the day ahead 

with all they need. The more independent they are the 

better! 

 

As part of being ready to learn, it is vital pupils are here 

on time every day. Lateness not only affects your child’s 

learning but that of the class. It is important that they 

know the class routines and are with the class from the 

start of the day, when vital instructions and information is 

given out to prepare the class for the learning ahead.   

 

Parent helpers: As always, if you have any time 

that you could spare to help in class or with school 

outings, we would be delighted to hear from you.  

Please contact your child’s teacher or the school office.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

We especially need help on Wednesdays to accompany our 

P4 pupils swimming. I do appreciate this is a regular 

commitment but key in allowing us to take part. 

 

Permission slips and money: 

Please ensure these are returned as soon as possible, as 

failure to do so could mean that your child may miss out on 

attending an event where no money or permission slip has 

been returned. These should be returned to the class 

teacher by your child, in an envelope clearly marked 

with name, class and reason for payment, AND PLEASE 

ENSURE THE CORRECT MONEY IS ENCLOSED AS THE 

OFFICE IS UNABLE TO GIVE CHANGE. 
 

On-line payments: Can I encourage all parents whenever 

possible to make payments to school online.  Can we remind 

you, however, that you must still send the relevant 

paperwork/forms into school even if you are paying online.  

Also, please check that you are paying into the correct 

account before you process your payment.  It is incredible 

to realize that for every £1 you pay, ELC pay an additional 

41p per £1 in admin fees 

 

PE: Please ensure that your child has a full kit, including 

gym shoes/indoor trainers, shorts and a t-shirt (this should 

cover your child’s midriff), with them at all times. Please 

note: In the interests of health and safety no jewellery 

should be worn on gym days.  
Fitness Friday will continue as normal and pupils should 

come in active wear and can choose to wear house colours.  
 

East Lothian URGENTLY looking for more 

Foster Carers! 
Are you who they're looking for? 

Look out for the new East Lothian ‘Are you who they’re 

looking for’ fostering campaign being launched this August. 

Posters should be appearing on lampposts, offices, walls and 

windows across the county, trying to get more people to 

take up this excellent career. There’ll also be lots of social 

media, so we’re hoping that everyone will do their best for 

East Lothian’s children and young people – even if you can’t 

foster, please share the message as widely as you can (on 

social media, by putting up posters or just good old word of 

mouth). 
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To find out more about joining our East Lothian fostering 

team, please go to www.eastlothian.gov.uk/fostering or 

phone us on 01620 827 643. Our next intake of foster 

carers takes place in September 2017 
 

Medication: Please be aware that all medicines require a 

MED form to be completed in order for medication to be 

administered safely in school and these forms are 

available on the school website or from the school office.        

MED1: Request for school to administer medication 

MED2: Request for Medication to be self- administered                                                

INHALERS: Please note that pupils should have two 

inhalers in school. 

 

Medication was returned to parents on the final day of 

term and would remind parents to send back inhalers 

etc. as soon as possible. 

 

Contact Details: 

A gentle reminder to ensure we have up-to-date and 

accurate contact details. If you do change your phone 

numbers please ensure you let the school office know as 

soon as possible or we may not be able to contact you in an 

emergency. The office will send out our annual check with 

your details for you to check and return ASAP. 

 

Children’s Absence: 

Should your child be off sick please inform the school 

office by telephone (not email), preferably between 

8.30am and 9.15am.  If you do not inform us of your 

child’s absence, this will initiate a text/phone call to 

you so that we can check on your child’s safety. If 

the office is unable to contact you the absence can 

then be passed to the East Lothian Council Attendance 

Officer. Can you please remember to send a note in 

with your child on their return from their absence 

confirming the reason they were off (sickness/medical 

appt etc.). 

Planned absence e.g. holidays, should be requested as 

far in advance as possible, preferably two weeks 

before, in writing, and given to the class teacher.  We 

ask that you do not notify the office via text of any 

absence or proposed absences (holidays etc.).  This 

should always be done by letter/note to your child’s 

class teacher in the first instance. 

 

Please ensure that, if you are unable to collect your child 

from school at the appropriate time, you inform the office 

of your expected time of arrival. It can be upsetting for 

your child to be sitting in school when their friends have 

gone home.   

 

Please also confirm your collection arrangements with your 

child before they leave for school in the morning. We 

will try to get an emergency message if your 

arrangements have had to change to your child but this 

is not always possible as the pupils are not always in their 

class during the day. 

 

Class newsletters will continue to be sent home on a regular 

basis, this will include specific information to your child’s 

class and information about their IDEA. The class teacher 

will give you specific ideas about homework and ways to 

support your child with homework tasks.   

 

Facebook & social media; 

Can I remind parents that parent council does have a 

Facebook page to support communication? I always try and 

ensure our newsletters are full of relevant up-to-date 

information but acknowledge this can be useful. 

 

A reminder that it is important to check privacy settings 

for your own safety but also to be aware that you have the 

choice to post pictures of your own child but do not have 

permission to post pictures of other  children, or copy 

photos from the school website. 

 

On a personal note I do not have a social media profile and 

respectfully request that if posting photos you ensure that 

I am NOT included in any posts and permission from staff 

members is requested.  
 

Staffing: We welcome 

 Mr Vale (Newly Qualified Teacher) has joined us in 

P2, with Mrs McMath teaching P2 on Mondays. 

 Mrs MccMath will teach a variety of classes across 

the school, focusing once again on science. 

 Mr Thomson has joined us in P5. 

 Mrs Buchanan is currently in P3/4 covering Mrs 

Newton’s maternity leave. 

 Mrs Cessford has joined us as a temporary 

classroom assistant. The temporary post will be 

advertised in the next few weeks. This post is 

being funded from the additional funds allocated to 

schools from Scottish government, ( PEF funding) 

 

Dates for your diary ~ I will include dates for the year 

ahead in the September newsletter. 

 

 28th August P7 Benmore residential camp 
 

Parent Council AGM will take place on Wednesday 6th 

September at 7pm.  
 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/fostering

