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Dear Parents, 

As another really busy term comes to a close, we have 

some lovely things to look forward to: 

 Christmas show 

 Christmas parties  and 

 The Pantomime ~ Aladdin 

 

Parties: 

Pupils may prefer to go home for lunch and get changed 

there for their class party. Younger pupils should be 

collected by an adult as normal. However if a home lunch is 

not possible pupils can bring their change of clothes with 

them.  

 

Pupil Council & Health & Wellbeing reps. I have 

amalgamated both groups and we are currently seeking 

pupils ideas for PFG events and are gathering ideas for 

the coming year. 

The reps want to introduce a system to reward pupils for 

having fruit or healthy options for snack. 

 

PFG: I would like to thank all the parents who have helped, 

both in school or behind the scenes, in supporting staff 

and pupils. The PFG have organised the food for parties 

and work around classes in laying this out. 

 

Thank you to the parents who have offered to help with 

the tea & coffee and helping getting the pupils dressed 

prior to our Christmas performances.  

 

Christmas lunches will take place over this week. This has 

already been pre-ordered. 

Monday ~ P1 & P2 

Tuesday ~ P3 & P4 

Wednesday ~ P5 & P6 

Thursday ~  P7  

 

P7 will help with the younger classes and PFG have 

provided crackers for each pupil regardless if they are 

having Christmas lunch or having a packed lunch.  

 

On Thursday P7 will be served by staff to say thank you 

for their help across the week. 

 

On the days it is not your child’s class for Christmas 

lunch, the normal menu will be offered to the rest of the 

school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Health; 

There are currently schools experiencing a high level of 

absence due to Norovirus which causes sickness. This is 

highly contagious. The current advice from public health 

NHS is that your child remains off school for 48 hours 

after the last bout of sickness. 

 

Parental workshops 

I am now in a position to offer the workshops as requested 

by parents. These workshops are to support and develop our 

partnership in helping our pupils attain and achieve to their 

full potential. These workshops will be held in school. 

 

Math workshop: This will be with Tom Renwick who is 

working with us to further focus and develop mental agility 

and fluency. This workshop date has still to be confirmed.  

 

Internet safety: Matt O’Connor Principal Teacher from 

Musselburgh Grammar will deliver the internet safety 

workshop on Tuesday 3rd March from 6:30 pm until 7:15pm 

with a short presentation and then the opportunity for 

questions and answers.  Please complete and return the tear 

off slip at the end of the Newsletter for this workshop, 

indicating whether you wish to book 1 or 2 places. 

 

Co-operative learning: This will take place on Thursday 5th 

February in school from 6:30pm- 8:30pm with Chris Ward. 

There are limited places so it may be first come first 

served.  Please complete and return the tear off slip at the 

end of the Newsletter for this workshop, indicating 

whether you wish to book 1 or 2 places. 

 

I do hope as many parents as possible take advantage of 

these opportunities. 

 

There is a cost implication for the co-operative learning 

workshop and in order to make this cost effective, I may 

need to set a minimum number for this to go ahead. The 

good news is that there are 100 places for this particular 

workshop. So fill in your form today ! 

 

School lunches: All P1-3 will be entitled to free school 

meals from January. The new menu has already been issued 

which shows the limited choice each day. It is important to 

discuss with your child what is on the menu as there are 

occasions where pupils say they don’t like anything on the 

menu. 

At present I do not think we will need to change or stagger 

lunches across the school but I will review this after a few 
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weeks once I can see a pattern emerging for the uptake 

of this.  

 

Lateness and absence: 

For this term alone, 21 Oct to date, we have recorded 

over 130 occurrences for lateness, many of which are 

repeat offenders. The majority of lateness is within 5- 10 

minutes after the bell. Some pupils are late by less than 2 

minutes but think the front door is a short cut and make 

little effort to get to their line on time.  I would 

appreciate parental support in reducing this. 

 

The accumulation of these incidents of continuing lateness 

has a significant impact on the office as well as for class 

teachers who need to repeat instructions or share daily 

information AGAIN for late comers.  

 

Every day counts: This notice has been on our main 

noticeboard for a number of weeks which draws parents’ 

attention to the impact of regular absence or family 

holiday’s within term time has on your child’s learning.   

 

Potentially a few weeks of absence could mean missing the 

whole of phonics input from the start of school or key 

concepts in literacy and numeracy. 

 
100% 0 days  Excellent 

95% 9 days of absence 1 week & 4 

days of learning missed 

Satisfactory 

90% 19 days of absence 

3 weeks & 4 days of learning 

missed 

Poor 

85% 28 days of absence 

5 weeks & 3 days of learning 

missed 

Very poor 

80% 38 days of absence 

7 weeks & 3 days of learning 

missed 

unacceptable 

75% 46 days of absence 

9 weeks & 1 days of learning 

missed 

unacceptable 

 

Genuine illness cannot be helped and with parents and 

pupils working together with school, this will support 

pupils in covering work missed.  

 

Staffing: 

Support for learning: Mrs Naysmith will now work every 

Friday morning, 2 in P7 and the other 2 will be solely to 

focus on learning support. She will liaise with class 

teachers and myself and will then work with Mrs Smail & 

Ms Keegan to set programmes or allocate resources which 

will support individuals or groups within the classes. 

 

Mrs Inverarity will support for 1 other day across the 

week, this may be 2 mornings but this needs to be 

finalised. These appointments in the first instance will be 

until March 2015. 

Mrs Hay: Mrs Hay has tendered her resignation to take up 

post as an auxiliary for individual pupils. On behalf of the 

pupils and staff, I would like to thank her for her hard work 

and wish her all the best in her new post. 

A replacement supervisor will be advertised as quickly as 

possible. 

 

Feel Good Choir - Performing in our Community 

A small group of singers performed at Newhailes on 

Saturday 6th December.  Their voices echoed beautifully 

around the stable block. We are also looking forward to 

some more gigs before the Christmas break. We will be 

performing at the toddlers group and playgroup at 

Stoneyhill Community Centre on Friday 12th December and 

we are delighted to be performing at QMU again on 

Thursday 18th December. A huge thanks to our reps for 

working with classes on songs for the Christmas 

performance. 

  

Wake Up Shake Up 

Our reps performed at an artwork launch during National 

Book Week Scotland. They danced outside the library to a 

piece they had choreographed themselves from 'Hairspray'. 

Well done dancers. 

 

Our Tuesday session has grown in numbers and we have 

almost 40 dancers now! They are looking forward to sharing 

their Christmas dance during the school performance. 

Tuesday 9th December will be our last class before the 

Christmas break. Keep dancing!! 

  

JRSO 

The officers have been visiting classes in the Early Years to 

find out what the children know about road safety. The 

JRSO are looking forward to planning activities with the 

children and helping them to learn even more about keeping 

safe and healthy. 

  

Lennox The Lion 

The AM Nursery and P1 classes enjoyed a visit from 

Musselburgh library's mascot, Lennox. He enjoyed hearing 

the story Robot Rumpus and was so impressed with the 

amazing robots designed and made by our P1s. 

  

Messy Church 

Yvonne Atkins and her team from St Andrew's Church 

visited all our P2s last week with a Christmas Messy Church 

- Christmas craft, shared snack and a story. Great fun was 

had by all and many thanks to the family members who 

joined us on the day. 

 

Finally, I would like to thank all our parents and families for 

their on-going support over this year and wish you all a very 

Merry Christmas and a restful New Year. 
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Dates for the coming term. 

January 

6th ~ pupils resume 

22nd ~ class photos 

 

February 

5th ~ P7 hosting Assembly 

11th ~ P7 Rugby Festival 

13th ~ Break for Feb week 

23rd ~ Pupils return 

25th ~ P7 risk factory 

26th ~ P3/4 hosting Assembly 

 

March 

4th ~ P4 Badminton Festival 

20th ~ Special assembly 

17th – 26th ~ Book fair in school (timetable to be 

confirmed) 

19th ~ P5 hosting Assembly 

24th ~ P5 Rugby Festival & Child led parents evening 

 

April 

1st ~ Pupils break for Easter holidays 

2nd April ~ In-service 

20th ~ pupils return 

23rd ~ P5 Broomlee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Co-operative learning Workshop –  

Thursday 5th February in school from 

6:30pm- 8:30pm with Chris Ward. There are 

limited places so it may be first come first 

served.   

 

Please indicate below if you would wish to 

attend this workshop:  

 

Child’s Name: ______________ Class: ___ 

 

I would like to book  1*  or 2*  places at 

this workshop. *Please circle your option. 

 

Signed:___________________ Date____ 

 

 

 

 

----------------------------------------------- 
 

 

 

Internet safety Workshop:  

Tuesday 3rd March in school from 6:30 pm 

until 7:15pm  

 

Please indicate below if you would wish to 

attend this workshop:  

 

Child’s Name: ______________ Class: ___ 

 

I would like to book  1*  or 2*  places at 

this workshop. *Please circle your option. 

 

Signed:___________________ Date____ 
 

 

 

 

----------------------------------------------- 
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