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Dear Parent/ Guardian,  

 

I would like to thank all staff, pupils and parents for 

their ongoing support and hard work throughout this 

academic session. We have only a few weeks left 

until our summer break and I would like to wish 

everyone a very restful and relaxing holiday when it 

comes! Fingers crossed for some more sunny 

weather! 

 

Many thanks to everyone who participated in 

revisiting our school’s vision values and aims. The 

pupil council have worked so hard in gathering the 

views of their class to agree our values as well as 

look at the school’s original aims and to make these 

child friendly. 

 

VISION: RACE to the top! 

Respectful 

Achieving 

Creative 

Enthusiastic 

 

VALUES: 

 Honesty 

 Respect 

 Co-operation 

 Resilience 

  

AIMS 

 Demonstrate commitment to improvement 

Show we can improve our learning! 

 Promote achievement, attainment and creativity 

To celebrate our successes! 

 Provide positive and inspiring learning and 

teaching experiences 

To inspire people to want to learn! 

 Challenge and combat all barriers to equality 

and social justice 

To have a growth mindset and never give up! 

 

 

 

 

 

 Work in partnership with parents/carers and the 

school community 

To work together to make our school the best! 

 Develop skills, knowledge, confidence and self-

esteem in a caring and nurturing environment. 

To keep improving our confidence, kindness and 

learning! 

 

As well as # of Grow! Create! Shine! 

 

Parent Council:  Thank you to everyone who has 

supported the school throughout the year from 

fundraising to outings, to our school fayre to 20th 

anniversary as well as representing our views during 

consultations. 

 

20th Anniversary: 

We have been very busy preparing for our 20th 

Anniversary celebrations. Our whole school photo was 

taken on the 29th May and will provide a lovely 

reminder of the 20th Anniversary year and will be 

available to buy soon. There will be an exhibition as 

part of the School Fayre where everyone is invited to 

come along and see how our school has changed and 

grown since it opened twenty years ago. There will be 

lots of photos and memories and opportunities to 

speak to and share the achievements of some former 

pupils. We had planned to celebrate the Anniversary 

with our Picnic in the Park. However it makes sense to 

combine this with the House Captain events of the 

19th where everyone is welcome to join us at 

Newhailes. We have also been working hard on 

designing our Anniversary Quilt which will be unveiled 

on 19th at Newhailes (weather permitting). 

 

GOLDEN TIME: Starting in August we will no longer 

be allocating any time to Golden time. Although we 

have only had a short period of time allocated to this 

and our main aim on Fridays is for P7’s to plan BOSS 

clubs (Building Our Skills @ Stoneyhill)  
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P7 transition; Over the course of this year the 

pupils have attended MGS for numerous transition 

events and are becoming more familiar with their 

new school layout. The final transition visits will take 

place on 13th & 14th of June. On both days the P7 

pupils should go directly to MGS.  Mrs Colville will be 

at MGS on 13th to meet the pupils and ensure they 

are settled. The pupils will make their own way home 

on both days. 

 

House Captains: The House Captains have met with 

Stuart Whittaker the ranger at Newhailes to plan 

our House picnic and treasure hunt. Due to the 

number of commitments at Newhailes we plan to 

combine both events on 19th June. This will be 

reliant on being able to secure a number of adults to 

support us on walking to and from Newhailes. The 

House Captains will send a more detailed letter out 

in the next week or so. Please indicate if you would 

be able to help. We would welcome parents to join us 

for the picnic!  

For parents who have pupils who attend nursery, 

further information will be shared to allow for 

siblings and parents to manage this if they are able 

to take part. All we need now is fingers crossed for 

the dry and sunny weather to hold! 

 

Staffing: We are saying goodbye to 3 of our 

temporary staff 

 Ms White, Mrs Bell & Ms Keegan will be 

leaving us this session.  I would like to thank 

them all for their hard work and wish them 

the very best in the future. 

 Congratulations to Ms White who has a 

Music Specialist job in Stirling. 

 We are also saying goodbye to Mrs Knox our 

Playground Supervisor.  I would like to thank 

Mrs Knox for all the extras that she has 

done around the school as well as being in 

the playground with the children. 

 

Classes for new sessions: 

Nursery~Mrs Sim 

P1- Ms Herkes 

P2- NQT/ Mrs McMath 

P2/3- Ms Glissov 

P3/4 -Mrs Buchanan 

P4- Ms Robinson 

P5-vacancy 

P6- Mr Baptie 

P6/7 Ms Blanchflower 

P7- Mrs Colville/ Mrs Naysmith 

 

I will advise parents of the successful candidates for 

both the vacancy and NQT as soon as possible and will 

ensure that all pupils will have met their new teacher 

before the end of term. 

 

Mrs McMath will continue next session covering a 

variety of classes for an additional day.  

 

Mrs Thomas will be mentoring the Newly Qualified 

Teacher as well as additional support in literacy and 

numeracy across the school on her normal working 

days. 

 

Budget: Until the full time appointment of Mrs 

Colville I had made a saving within our staffing budget 

with Mrs Taylor only working part time. I was able to 

use this saving to employ an additional temporary 

classroom assistant. Unfortunately this is why Ms 

Keegan’s temporary contract is brought to a 

conclusion at this time. 

 

Pupil equity funding (PEF): You may be aware that 

Scottish Government has released additional funds to 

schools in order to help close the poverty gap. PEF 

allows schools to have autonomy in order to look at 

the best way forward for each individual context.  

 

I am currently talking to our pupil and parent council 

in and around our proposal in supporting pupils within 

this area. Each school was allocated an amount of 

money based on free school meal entitlement. It may 

be that following discussions and suggestions that I 

would be able to employ an additional temporary 

classroom assistant in the new session. 

 

Meet the teacher: 

All classes will meet their new teacher and move into 

the classroom they will use in the new session on the 

morning of Wednesday 14th June. In cases where the 

teacher is not yet known they will meet with existing 

staff in their new room. 

 

Dates for your diary ~ the session ahead 

I have tried to give parents as much notice as possible 

and as many dates I know for the coming year, please 

note these may change but I will highlight any changes 

clearly each month. 
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Please note the change of date to celebrating 

success for P1-3 due to nursery outing. This should 

minimise any difficulties parents may experience in 

managing sibling or time complications 

 

June 

1st June - Nursery assembly & refreshments for 

parents 

3RD ~SCHOOL FAYRE 10am – 1pm 

7th ~ Sports day (1) 1pm start 

8th ~ P1 (2017/18) induction meeting for parents 

9.00am – 10.15am 

13th & 14th ~ P7 MGS 

14th ~ new P1 meet the teacher (9.15am) & P1 

lunch (11.15am) 

15th ~ P2/3 assembly (09:15) 

19th ~ House Treasure Hunt & Picnic 

21st ~ sports day 2 (reserve) 

22nd  ~ nursery sports time TBC 

23rd ~ P7 MGS (AM) 

27th ~ nursery outing (nursery closed) 

28th ~ Celebrating Success P4-7 (09:15) 

29th ~ Celebrating Success P1-3 (09:15) 

30th ~ P7 leaving assembly (09:15) 

 

 

 

 


