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Dear Parents, 

Did you remember to put your clocks back ?  

We are on our countdown to Christmas! It certainly looks 

like another busy term ahead ! 

 

Nut free school: As we have a number of pupils in school 

with severe nut allergies, snacks or foodstuffs containing 

nuts are not allowed in school. This also applies to food 

packaging sent in for junk e.g. Crunchy Nut Cornflake 

packets. 

 

Parents night attendance: Parental consultations were 

really well attended with average attendance of 94%. 

Feedback from parents’ nights: Thank you to all of those 

who completed the yellow slip with 2 stars and a wish. I 

will collate the results and inform parents once I have 

managed to secure dates for the workshops requested.  

 

Class newsletters: These are issued every 6 weeks which 

will have up to date information about the learning in your 

child’s class, as well as homework activities and little 

reminders.  

 

Absence: Please remember to contact school if your child 

will be absent from school or nursery. It is vital we 

continue to monitor pupil care and welfare through 

attendance at school or nursery, this also reduces the 

number of individual calls the office need to make to 

parents.  

 

Weather: It is now starting to get colder so staff will be 

encouraging pupils to wrap up rather than keeping their 

peg warm! Please ensure all scarves, hats and gloves have 

NAMES! 

 

Teaching and learning: 

Working memory 

Working memory is your brain’s Post-it note, says Tracy 

Packiam Alloway, PhD, assistant professor of psychology 

at the University of North Florida in Jacksonville, Florida. 

“It makes all the difference to successful learning,” she 

says. 

Following on from last month’s information about mental 

maths, I thought it would be helpful to talk about how 

working memory impacts on learning. A well-developed  

working memory enables an individual to hold a piece of 

information in their head so that it can be retrieved to 

assist with problem solving. Although this is necessary for  

 

 

 

 

everyday problem-solving situations, it is especially 

invaluable for numeric calculations that involve more than 

one step. For children who experience problems with their 

working memory, it is important that they are given concise 

instructions, preferably restricted to one or two at a time. 

They may also need prompt or visual reminders to help them 

complete a task e.g. getting ready for bed broken down into 

steps in the correct order 

 

These are some ideas that can be used to help develop and 

strengthen working memory: 

Games 

 I went to market 

 Spot the difference 

 Kim’s game 

 Grab a newspaper or magazine and give your child 

30 seconds to circle all the letter As or all the 

instances of a particular word. 
 

The use of rhymes for learning 

 Rhymes, particularly those that involve actions, 

appeal to the auditory and kinaesthetic modes of 

learning. e.g. for pairs that equal 10 –  

 0 and 10 - a big fat hen  (arms out wide to 

demonstrate a huge tummy) 

 9 and 1   - like to run     (run on spot) 

 8 and 2   - say ‘hello’ to you   (point) 

 7 and 3   - climb a tree     (pretend to climb) 

 6 and 4   - are on the floor      (crouch down)   

 5 and 5   - glad to be ALIVE   (jump up high, 

shouting the last word) 

 

Mnemonics 

Using the first letter of a word to complete a word or 

sentence is another strategy to assist memory. A picture of 

an elephant stuck in a doorway could help a child to 

remember the spelling of ‘because’ – Big Elephants Can’t 

Always Use Small Entrances. There are several well-known 

mnemonics one can use, but composing one with a child to 

suit the need encourages the child to ‘own’ his learning. 

http://www.ncld.org/types-learning-disabilities/executive-

function-disorders/how-to-help-child-with-weak-working-

memory?start=1 

 

Pupil responsibilities: Congratulations to all our pupils as 

they take up their role as Pupil Council or Health and 

Wellbeing rep.  Our JRSO reps Lewis, Evie, Ellie and Grace 

have already organised a really successful pumpkin parade. 
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House elections took place at the beginning of the session 

so Congratulations to them and their chosen Vice Captains.  

Jazzy Jockey ~ Imogen & Louisa 

Awesome Actors ~ Ashleigh & Liam 

Rockin’ Romans ~ Sarah & Emma 

Groovy Golfers ~ Ramsay & Evan 

 

JRSO: We had our most successful Pumpkin Parade ever 

on Thursday 30th October with over 100 pumpkins joining 

our spooky walk to school! 

 

Come learn: A date for your diary 21st November. We 

would like to invite parents to join us from 9:15am – 

10:30am to come along and join us for part of the 

morning. 

 

Lunches; There is a new menu launched for winter, copies 

can be found in each classroom and can be downloaded 

from our website.  We have been advised that, after 

customer feedback, Facilities Management have decided 

to re-instate baked potatoes on certain days of the week.  

Children will be able to have a baked potato as an 

additional option to what is already on the menu on a 

Tuesday and a Thursday every week.   

 

Christmas lunch: During the week of 8th December we 

will be offering classes the opportunity to celebrate with 

their class/ stage. There will be a limited menu during this 

week and you will be able to pre-order their lunch closer 

to the time. 

 

Incidents in playground: Children regularly fall out with 

friends and just as quickly as they make up. Some children 

start out playing games which become out of hand by 

being too rough etc. Staff regularly intervene to support 

pupils to resolve any issues and where necessary will make 

a decision if detention is necessary. If we have any 

concerns about the serious nature of an incident, we will 

contact parents to make you aware to continue to support 

partnership working. 

 

Children in Need: On the 11th of November as part of 

our support for Children in Need, pupils will be able to 

bring their superhero costume into school for the 

afternoon house activities. It will be a donation of £1 for 

your child to take part in an assault course in the hall, 

supported by Mr McCann our PE specialist. There will be 

other activities organised for the rest of the afternoon 

within their houses! 

 

Parent Council & PFG: 

A huge thank you for such a successful race night earlier 

this month! It is lovely to try different things and have 

fun at the same time. We are always looking for ways to 

encourage more people to become involved, no matter how 

small, so please come along to the next meeting on 

Wednesday 6th November. The meeting will be at the 

rugby club. If you are interested in finding out more about 

the work of the PFG, please contact Linda Thomson 

lindatson1@yahoo.com 
 

P1 Registration:Parents of children who will be 5 between 

1st March 2014 and 28th February 2015 should register 

their child at their local school from mid to the end of 

November (check local school for dates and times).  

If your child is eligible to register for Stoneyhill, please 

come along on Monday 3rd or Thursday 6th of November 

between 9.00 and 10.00 am or 11.30 am –12.15 pm. You are 

required to bring your child’s birth certificate, a copy of 

your council tax letter, and a utility bill dated within the 

last six months with you.  Remember, you must register your 

child at their catchment school. 

 

Playground supervision: There is no playground supervision 

first thing in the morning and the safety of children at this 

time is the responsibility of parents/carers. We would 

request that no P3-7 child come to school before 8.40 am 

and that no P1 or P2 child is here before 8.50 am. This is 

particularly important as we head into winter. 

 

Feel Good Choir - The Re-launch!: We had 40 members 

on our re-launch day and we have already been booked to 

perform at Newhailes 

 

QMU: We will continue to work with them to explore and 

develop stronger links. We have drama students working 

with P4 for the next 6 weeks 

 

Newhailes: Stuart the Ranger is working with the Nursery 

pupils within their IDEA of Light and Dark 

Dates for your diary ~ the session ahead 

October 

30th ~ Rugby tasters for P4 & P3/4 for 4 weeks  

 

November 

6th ~ P2 hosting Assembly 

11th ~ Superhero afternoon for Children in Need 

14th ~ Children in Need 

21st ~ Come Learn with me 9:15- 10:30am  

26th ~ 4.30pm – 7pm – P3/4 and P1a Parent Consultations 

27th ~ 3.30pm – 6pm – P3/4 and P1a Parent Consultations 

28th ~ Special assembly 

 

December 

4th ~ P4 hosting Assembly (new date) 

4th ~ Messy Church – all P2s, parents welcome) 

11th ~ Christmas performance (Morning & Evening Performances) 

15th ~ P1 & P2 party (pm) 

16th ~ P3 &4 party (pm) 

17th ~ Morning nursery party (am) P5 & P6 party (pm) 

18th ~ (pm) pantomime (whole school) 

19th ~ P7 party (am) & Afternoon Nursery party (am) 

 Break for Christmas holidays 
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