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Dear Parents, 

We have had such a busy start to the term already and I 

am delighted how well our P1 pupils have settled in. 

 

Teaching and learning: 

Our main aims this session are to improve pupils’ mental 

agility in mental math improving accuracy and fluency in 

tackling addition and subtraction bonds within 20. No 

matter how large numbers become and the number of 

steps or processes, it always comes back to the basics of 

addition and subtraction within 20.  

 

It is important our pupils are able to explain their 

strategies in reaching the answer, as there are a number 

of ways to reach the same answer. Children sometimes 

look for various ways to make 10 or doubles or near 

doubles            e.g.     8+8 = 16  so 8+9= 1 more 

          4+3+6 = 4+6=10 +3=13 

We have been working on setting our own targets and 

trying to beat our own scores, as well as playing a variety 

of games to challenge ourselves. 

 

Staff have been working with pupils on committing the 

100 square to memory which holds the key to all things 

number! Addition and subtraction and the relationship 

between these, alongside the times tables in relation to 

division are the vital elements in developing confidence 

with numeracy. When the fluency of tables is established 

initially by establishing the pattern by using repeated 

addition, then the easier it is to understand the 

relationship with percentages and fractions.  

 

Many of you attended the maths workshop in the previous 

session led by Tom Renwick and found his hints and tips 

useful in helping you support your child at home. You can 

log on and sign up or watch simple videos on line to help at 

home       http://www.mathsontrack.com/ 

 

Co-operative learning: 

I’m sure as you have caught up with a day at school, you 

will be hearing some information about working in groups. 

Co-operative learning is about teaching social skills 

alongside our learning intention and success criteria. From 

nursery to P2 – this will start gently in paired work where  

they learn to take turns, allow others to speak, to listen in 

order to repeat the information their partner gave.  Co-

operative learning is being used across the curriculum 

from practicing spelling a word, practicing numbers or in 

sharing thoughts as part of IDEA.  

 

 

 

 

In older classes pupils are assigned roles which teach them 

how to be a team, which promotes “we are only successful if 

we are all successful!” The roles and management of the 

actual academic task ensure everyone is accountable but at 

the same time teaches strategies to enable everyone to 

contribute but also acknowledging that everyone has 

different strengths.  I think as a staff we are hooked and 

are looking forward to continuing our work with Chris Ward 

throughout this session. 

 

Lateness 

There continues to be a small number of pupils who arrive 

late for school.  In some cases sauntering in the front door 

only 2 minutes after the bell where clearly, with effort, 

they could have joined their class and started their day as 

part of their class. Please ensure your child leaves in plenty 

of time to arrive at school ready to line up with their class. 

I will be contacting parents of those persistent offenders 

to arrange an appointment. 

 

Medication 

We are noticing an increase in the request for unprescribed 

medicine to be given to children in school.  Please note the 

only medication that should be handed in is medicine that 

has been prescribed by the doctor and your child has a 

course to complete.  The exception to this would be hay 

fever relief medication and pain relief medication on 

occasions.     

 

Parent Council & PFG: 

We want to continue to encourage new parents to come 

along and join the meetings. Please don’t assume that if you 

come along you will be committed to all sorts. It is great to 

build capacity with as many parents as possible being part 

of and involved in the life of the school.  The group benefits 

from new ideas and our pupils have benefitted greatly to 

the massive effort made by the PFG and additional friends!  

 

The PFG’s next meeting is on Wednesday 6th November. 

The meeting will be at the rugby club. If you are interested 

in finding out more about the work of the PFG, please 

contact Linda Thomson lindatson1@yahoo.com 

 

Contact Details 

Despite sending out reminders and individual forms, we 

continue to find that not all contact details are correct. 

This causes additional distress to pupils who are genuinely 

ill and need to be home in bed or in a few minor cases 
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where, as the Head teacher, I have had to make the 

decision to seek medical attention either via GP practice 

or indeed attending hospital with the pupil. 

 

Staffing: 

Welcome to Ms. Tierney who will be teaching P3/4 this 

session. P5 post the preferred candidate is Leigh Cleeton. 

SfL: This 1 day post was advertised previously but I did 

not appoint for various reasons.  This post is currently 

being re-advertised. Children who previously had support 

for learning are currently being supported by their class 

teacher and I have kept Ms. Keegan as an additional 

classroom assistant to support groups and individuals with 

guidance from the class teacher and the management 

team. 

 

PE kit and indoor shoes 

Please take these home over the holidays for a freshen up 

but PLEASE return them after the October break. Ensure 

your child’s name is on everything and check that their 

gym shoes still fit!  

 

Lunches 

After the October break I will no longer be allowing pupils 

with packed lunches to eat outside. This will ultimately 

have an impact on the dining hall but I plan to monitor this 

closely and will inform parents if there is a need for 2 

sittings over the winter months.  

 

I know that a number of boys rush lunch to ensure they 

get to play football, This will also be monitored as 

previously boys were sneaking their lunch out or eating in 

toilets or cloakrooms to guarantee they would be able to 

play football. I will monitor this to ensure all pupils have 

adequate time for lunch and if needed, a rota for football 

will be used to allow both to happen. 

 

Shared start 

Thank you to all of those who managed to make it in for P1 

curricular meeting and our shared start. I know that this 

was a positive experience for all our pupils and it allowed 

staff to share routines and aspects of learning. 

 

Harvest 

Thank you so much for all your donations. These have been 

displayed in school and are now being packed up to send to 

the ELC food bank.  

 

Online payments 

ELC have introduced the option of online payments for 

school based activities such as milk, uniform and 

educational excursions. If you wish to use this method of 

payment use the link www.eastlothian.gov.uk/payforit .  

You will see there are two links for Primary Schools – 

‘Primary School Payments’ and ‘Primary School Milk 

Payments’.  Please ensure you use the correct link.  On the 

‘Primary School Payments’ link you are asked for Child’s 

Name, Class and also what the payment is for.  It is very 

important that this is all filled in correctly to ensure the 

office staff can match payments to pupils.  You can still also 

pay by Cheque (made payable to East Lothian Council) or by 

Cash (correct amount as no change can be given). 

 

October is Walk To School Month and our Junior Road 

Safety Officers are tracking how pupils are coming to 

school. Our aim is to encourage pupils to choose an active 

way to come to school (walk, scooter, cycle, park and 

stride...). Each pupil that chooses an active way to come to 

school at least once within October, will receive a badge.  

 

Feel Good Choir- The Re-launch! 

Mrs Roberts, Mrs Taylor and The Feel Good Choir reps are 

delighted to say that Feel Good Choir is back and will 

commence on Monday 27th October in the Music Room . The 

P.6/7 door will be open at 12.40pm on a Monday to allow 

choir members access to the Music Room. We have already 

secured 2 gigs this year, one at Newhailes and one at 

Stoneyhill Playgroup.   If you like singing and like feeling 

good, why not join us? 

 

Wake Up Shake Up  

A reminder that family members are welcome to join our 

session on Tuesday 7th October from 8.20-8.45am. Access 

to the gym hall will be from the school main entrance.  

 

Dates for your diary ~ the session ahead 

October 

6th ~ P4 outdoor Education, co-operative learning 

7th ~ Family members invited to join Wake Up Shake Up 

session 8.20 am until 8.45 am. 

7th *& 8th ~ Parent teacher consultations 

9th, 27th, 30th ~ P5 outdoor education in small groups over a 

number of sessions, co-operative learning 

10th ~ school breaks for October week 

20th ~ In-service Day 

21st ~ pupils’ resume 

23rd ~ P6 hosting Assembly 

 

November 

6th ~ P2 hosting Assembly 

27th ~ P4 hosting Assembly 

28th ~ Special assembly 

 

December 

11th ~ Christmas performance (Morning & Evening 

Performances) 

15th ~ P1 & P2 party (pm) 

16th ~ P3 &4 party (pm) 

17th ~ Morning nursery party (am) P5 & P6 party (pm) 

18th ~ (pm) pantomime (whole school) 

19th ~ P7 party (am) & Afternoon Nursery party (am) 

 Break for Christmas holidays 
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