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Dear Parent/ guardian,  

We have started the year by celebrating Roald 

Dahl’s 100th birthday. The whole school have been 

looking at his books and range of characters he has 

created over the years and in particular, have 

focused on The Enormous Crocodile and Charlie & 

the Chocolate Factory. 

 

On Tuesday 13th September we would like to invite 

all the children to come into school dressed as their 

favourite Roald Dahl character. We look forward to 

seeing all the different colourful costumes of some 

of the world’s most famous characters. 
 

As part of Roald Dahls birthday, we have a West 

End dance troop visiting on the 14th & 15th 

September from London to offer exciting 

experiences related to those 2 books in particular. I 

have it on good authority that some members of the 

troop have performed on shows such as CATS! 

 

Visitors: It is always exciting to look at different 

ways to enhance learning and with this in mind; we 

have started this session with lots of bang!  

 

We had Carl McKnight from Kidz Fit who came along 

to inspire us and create an amazing sense of 

achievement and competition about our athletes 

competing in Rio. He shared their stamina, 

determination, resilience and of course competitive 

spirit as all the children from nursery to P7 took 

part in a fun filled workshop. 

 

This week we have welcomed the Dogs Trust who 

have visited classes to deliver a range of workshops 

from the senses to citizenship. 

 

This week’s assembly was presented by British 

Transport Police talking about how to stay safe 

around trains and railway tracks. The assembly was 

differentiated and was precautionary response 

following the recent incident involving a local boy of 

school age. 

 

 

 

 

Osiligi warriors will be with us in 13th September. 

They will share some of their tribal history, tribal 

costumes as well as songs and traditional stories. 

 

RSPCA always offer free workshops each year to 

engage pupils in raising awareness of their work. This 

session it will take place 22nd & 23rd September. 

 

Whole school: We will continue to follow our whole 

school quick starters each morning; 

 Maths Monday 

 T-choose Tuesday 

 Word Wednesdays 

 Thoughtful Thursdays 

 Fitness Friday. (Active sportswear, you may 

choose to wear house colours but NO football 

strips. 

 

20th Anniversary: We are looking at ways we can 

celebrate our 20th birthday! It’s hard to believe! If 

you would be interested in working with a group of 

parents to look at creative ways we can celebrate our 

big birthday, I would love to hear from you.  

Partnership working: It is vital to the success of 

every child’s education that we form positive 

relationships with parents and other agencies in order 

to identify what each child requires to reach their 

full potential. Class teachers and I are always 

available to talk to parents about a concerns or query 

you may have about your child’s education and 

progress. Staff have various commitments after 

school but will always try and meet parents as soon as 

possible following a note or phone call. 

 

I would urge parents to contact the office to make a 

face to face appointment and not to communicate via 

email. If parents do contact school via email then you 

will be contacted to arrange a mutually suitable time 

to meet. I feel this approach is far more positive and 

more resolution focused. 
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Staffing: 

We are delighted to welcome: 

 Class teachers: Ms Herkes & Ms Robinson 

who have joined us permanently.  

 Ms White will continue to be with us for this 

academic session and Mrs Bell is currently 

covering in P5 for Mrs Thomas’ maternity 

cover. 

 The DHT post was not filled from our 

previous advert and will be re-advertised in 

the next few weeks. 

 Mrs Ross has joined us from Whitecraig as a 

classroom assistant. 

 Mrs Susan Pike has joined us as dining room 

supervisor. 

 Ms Stephenson has joined us in the nursery 

on a part time basis. 

 Ms Vergani, playground supervisor leaves at 

the end of September to take up post as a 

classroom assistant 

 

ON-LINE PAYMENTS: When making a payment on-

line for trips, milk, uniform etc., can you please 

remember to send your child in with the appropriate 

paperwork.  This will ensure the payment is recorded 

correctly against your child's name. 

 

Walk to school: Although there are dedicated 

months where we try and organize a walking bus, it is 

important that we encourage as many pupils & 

parents as possible. It is an easy way to keep 

healthy.  It cuts down on traffic management and 

parking issues.  I know it comes to the point where 

pupils are looking to be more independent from P4 

upwards and are keen to walk to school alone. I 

would ask parents to confirm in writing to the class 

teacher if you are giving permission for your child to 

walk home alone.  Please, please talk to them about 

parked cars, how and where to cross the road and 

how to be vigilant around more absorbed drivers, 

who may or may not be conscious of times school 

starts and finishes. 

 

Bikes & scooters: If your child does scoot or cycle 

to school please can we make them aware of cars 

reversing out of spaces etc. . . . We have, through 

last year’s newsletters and assemblies, talked to 

pupils about keeping safe when out and about and in 

particular road safety.    

 

Parking around school at times is not only 

inconsiderate to our neighbours but at times 

dangerous. At present we are extremely lucky no-one 

has been injured. Please can I ask from the start of 

term, where possible to walk to school and if you must 

drive, please park safely and considerately. 

 

As outlined above we still have inconsiderate adults 

who want to park as close to school as possible and in 

some cases block the main entrance to school as they 

think they will just be 5 minutes. School needs the 

front entrance to school clear at all times to ensure 

emergency vehicle have access at all times. 

 

Our Parent Council have been working with police and 

local Councilors to look at ways to improve the safety 

around school and explore possible measures to 

implement to help alleviate any problems we have 

around safety, parking and congestion.  

 

Parent Council have also raised over £3,700 and have 

contributed to pantos, £5 subsidy per pupil to go 

towards educational excursions, Christmas parties, 

and sports days…. and the list goes on! 

I know perhaps you can be reluctant to get involved or 

are unable to make a regular commitment but we 

wouldn’t be able to sustain these events if it wasn’t 

for those parents who were able to give up even a 

small piece of time to help with events. It could be as 

simple as coming in to set up the food for the 

Christmas parties. 

 

There is a fund raising meeting on 14th September at 

7pm in school, please come along and bring a friend! 

 

Pupil Illness: There can, at times, be various viruses 

and bugs circulating that means your child needs to 

stay at home and guidance can be sought from your 

own GP.  

 

If a pupil at school complains of being unwell, staff 

will have tried various things to try and help make 

your child more comfortable.  However, if a child is 

sitting at a sink for a sustained period of time, that 

child needs to go home and be in bed. We understand 

that parents work and this can cause difficulties but 

ultimately your child is no longer learning during that 

day and the teacher will have assessed the situation 

before asking the office to contact parents or 

emergency contacts to arrange to pick up your child.  

Sending pupils home also prevents, or can help 
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restrict, how quickly these viruses circulate! Thank 

you for your ongoing patience, understanding and co-

operation. 

 

Welcome evening 12th September 

Thank you to those parents who have sent a reply. I 

have decided to offer this to meet the teacher, 

sometimes for the first time, and to share some 

routines and expectations for this coming session. 

As usual we want to work in partnership and ensure 

we meet the needs of our individuals and if you have 

any queries or questions please make an appointment 

to speak to the class teacher or myself. 

 

I apologise that classes may have received this 

letter later than anticipated but I do hope you will 

be able to come along to our informal meeting to 

meet your child’s class teacher. 

 

Photographs: We ask parents to sign a permission 

slip around your child’s photo being used in our 

school blog and during times such as special 

assembly, class assemblies, Christmas performances 

etc. Can I remind you that under no circumstances 
can a photo be posted on social media that contains 
the image of another child. 

 

Come learn: 

Thank you to the parents who came along to our 

‘come learn with us’ and sharing how they used 

literacy and numeracy in their everyday life and 

work. 

One of the priorities for all schools is the 

government agenda of developing the young 

workforce. I hope to take the key skills and share 

these each month in our monthly newsletter. 

 

Instrumental provision: Just a reminder for your 

calendar or front door… 

Mrs Aspley teaches woodwind on a Tuesday 

afternoon and Mr Reeves teaches brass on 

Thursdays. 

 

Coats: 

Can I please remind parents to at least pop a 

coat/fleece/ waterproof in their child’s bag as we 

often have to remind pupils to put their jacket on, 

depending on the weather!  Also – please make sure 

your child’s name is on all pieces of clothing. 

 

 

Communication: 

I would like to apologise for the lateness of this 

newsletter as normally I send this out at the start of 

the month. However all staff update the school 

website weekly and other news or information is also 

posted regularly. I would urge parents not to 

communicate negatively about school events instead 

please come and talk to a member of staff. 

 

Dates for your diary ~ the session ahead 

I have tried to give parents as much notice as possible 

and as many dates I know for the coming year, please 

note these may change but I will highlight any changes 

clearly each month. 

 

P4 swimming will be every Wednesday and individual 

letters will come from the teacher. 

 

September 

12th ~ Welcome meeting (17:30) 

13th ~ Osiligi Warriors 

14th ~ Nursery Welcome meeting (17:30) 

14th & 15th ~West End dance troop 

15th ~ Individual & family photographs 

16th ~ school closed 

19th ~ school closed 

22nd & 23rd ~ RSPCA talks 

29th ~ P3 assembly (09:15) 

27th ~ P5/6 & P6 hockey 

 

October 

6th ~ flu vaccinations 

14th ~ special assembly (09:15) 

17th – 21st ~ School closed 

24th ~ In-service day 

27th ~ P6 class assembly (09:15) 

 

November 

22nd & 23rd ~ parent teacher consultations 

 

December 

12th ~ Christmas performance 09:30 & 18:00 

19th ~ P1& P2 party (pm) 

20th ~ nursery parties both am & pm 

20th P3 & P4 ~ Christmas parties 

21st ~ p5&P6 party (am) 

21st ~ panto pm (in school) 

22nd ~ P7 party (pm)  

22nd ~ Pupils breaks for Christmas Holidays 
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January 

9th ~ pupils resume 

19th ~ class photos 

26th ~ P1/2 Assembly (9:15) 

 

 

February 

2nd ~ P5/6 assembly (09:15) 

10th ~ special assembly (09:15) 

10th ~ pupils break for Feb week 

20th ~ In-service day 

21st ~ pupils resume 

22nd ~ P7 risk factory 

 

March 

7th ~ P2/3 & p3 football (for 4 weeks) 

14th ~ P4 badminton festival 

16th ~ P7 assembly (09:15) 

23rd ~ child led parents night 

31st ~ special assembly 

31st ~ Pupils breaks for Easter Holidays  

 

April 

18th ~ pupils and staff resume 

18th ~ Judo tasters 

19th ~ P3 football festival 

20th ~ P5 assembly (09:15) 

25th ~ judo tasters 

27th ~ Broomlee for P5 

 

May 

1st ~ holiday, school closed 

3rd ~ P5 & P5/6 Golf 

4th ~ P4 assembly (09:15) 

18th ~ P1 assembly (09:15) 

22nd ~ In-service day 

25th ~ Benmore meeting (date may change) 

27th ~ school fayre 

 

June 

7th ~ Sports day (1) 1pm start 

8th ~ P1 induction meeting for 2017/2018 new intake 

parents 

15th ~ P2/3 assembly (09:15) 

21st ~ sports day 2 (reserve) 

22nd ~ nursery sports time TBC 

27 ~ celebrating success P1-3 (09:15) 

28th ~ Celebrating success P4-7 09:15) 

30th ~ P7 leaving assembly (09:15) 
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