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Dear Parents, 

 

It is hard to believe that we are almost finished our 

first term of the session. As usual, this has been a 

very busy time and the days have just flown past. 

As you will already be aware, Parents’ Meetings take 

place on Wednesday 10th and Thursday 11th. We look 

forward to meeting as many parents as possible on 

these evenings. 

Please remember that you can find out more 

information about the work of the school and your 

child/ren’s class by logging on to our website - 

http://edubuzz.org/blogs/stoneyhill 

 
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 

Thank you to those parents who came 

along to our first meeting. The general 

feeling was that the whole experience was 

totally painless and that more people 

should consider coming along. Topics discussed 

included such subjects as: different ways of working 

to encourage more parental involvement in school; and 

setting up short-life working groups to look at 

specific issues. The next meeting of this group will 

take place in the GP room at 7.30 pm on Thursday 

25th October. This will be a joint meeting between the 

main council and the PFA. All interested parents are 

welcome to come along. Please note - attendance at 

this meeting does not tie you in to a regular 

commitment but, as they say, the more the merrier. 

Look out at Parents’ Meetings for ways in which you 

can support the work of both your child and the 

school. We would welcome any ideas which you might 

have for this. 

 

OCTOBER HOLIDAY 

The school will close at the usual time on Friday 12th 

October and re-open for pupils at the usual time on 

Tuesday 23rd. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PAYMENTS TO SCHOOL 

If you require to make a payment to school, it would be 

most helpful if you could arrange to send in either a 

cheque or the exact money. It is extremely difficult, in 

a school of this size, to organise change for every child 

who might require it. 

 
 

SCHOOL LUNCHES 

Please note that, as intimated on our 

website, school lunches now cost 

£1.50 per day. You will also find 

copies of the menu on the website. 

 

 
SAFETY 

We continue to be very concerned at the number of 

parents, particularly those of children in the nursery, 

who choose to ignore our reminders that the car park 

is not to be used for dropping-off or picking up 

children. In the interests of safety, parents and 

children should use the paths around the car 

park rather than walking across it. 

It has, once again, come to our notice that a 

number of parents are parking near the school gates. 

This not only causes a potential road safety hazard for 

the pupils but also makes it difficult for residents of 

Clayknowes Way to get into and out of their drives. We 

would ask for your cooperation in keeping this area 

clear. 

MOBILE PHONES 

There is no need for children to have mobile phones in 

their possession during school hours. Children who 

require a phone for use outwith school hours should 

hand them in to either the HT or the DHT. Any 

child who is found to have a phone during school 

hours will have it removed. The school takes no 

responsibility for children’s mobile phones. 
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INTERESTED IN SAVING MONEY? 

Make sure that your child’s name is on all items 

of clothing.  

We already have a large collection of 

unclaimed clothing which, due to lack of 

any means of identification, we will 

shortly be donating to charity.  

 

 
 

JUNIOR ROAD SAFETY OFFICER 

JRSO will be taking an active role in launching this 

year's welcome meeting at Port Seton Community 

Centre on Friday 5th October. They have been invited 

to share their role and experiences as JRSOs with 

pupils and staff from throughout East Lothian. 

 

 
 

PUPIL COUNCIL/HEALTH PROMOTION 

 

The Pupil Council and Health Promotion 

Group are working collaboratively to 

launch World Food Day. They will 

present their launch at Gather Round on 

Friday 5th October. 

 

 
 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

  Wednesday 3rd: P1, P1/2 and P2 will 

be attending a puppet show in the 

Brunton Theatre. 

 Wednesday 10th: P5/6 will be taking part in a 

basketball workshop. 

 Wednesday 10th: 5-8pm Parents’ Meetings 

 Thursday 11th: 4-7pm Parents’ Meetings 

 Friday 12th: Non-uniform day – more information 

to follow. 

 Monday 15th – Friday 19th: HOLIDAY 

 Monday 22nd – In-service day 

 Tuesday 23rd – Pupils return to school. 

 Wednesday 24th: Individual and family 

photographs. 

 

 
 

 

AROUND THE CLASSES 

 

The nursery have been having fun with a 

pirate theme and would like to thank those 

parents who supplied costumes and books. 

All the children have enjoyed using our new 

light weight climbing equipment for outside play. 

Now that it is getting colder outside please make sure 

that your child has appropriate clothing. Mrs Banks and 

Mrs Tickell are already modelling very fashionable 

hats!! 

Learning Stories- If your child wants to include 

something from an experience outside nursery then 

please come in and help them to add it to their book. 

You can help them to stick in a photo or write a short 

comment. (Please date the entry.) Your child will show 

you where the books, paper, scissors etc, are kept and 

you could come in at the beginning of the session. We 

look forward to seeing you in the nursery. 

 

P1 children have been busy in all areas 

of the curriculum, enjoying 

opportunities for active learning.  

Visitors to the school have been 

admiring the tubs which we planted at 

the front door with pansies, ivy and cyclamen.  We had 

such an enjoyable time, we even wrote a big book about 

it, which you can read while you are waiting at 

reception.  We have been making seasons trees in art, 

playing percussion rhythms in music and performing at 

assembly. The children have thoroughly enjoyed our "Y 

Dance" sessions with Beth, imagining themselves as fish 

and other creatures under the sea and performers at 

the circus.  We have also been working hard on our 

phonics lessons with Monty the parrot and are blending 

and reading words using the alphabet boards. 
 After the half term break, we will continue our 

exploration of the seasons, as we watch late summer 

develop into autumn. We will visit Newhailes for an 

autumn walk and collect leaves, conkers etc.  I would be 

delighted if the children would continue to bring in 

leaves, that they find whilst out walking or playing, to 

help our discussions about the changes around us and to 

form part of our art lessons. We will also start to think 

about firework safety in the run up to 5th November 

and I have no doubt a few spooky happenings will be 

taking place in the classroom as Halloween approaches.  
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P1/2 have had much fun over the last 

month investigating different types of 

weather and the associated clothes, 

pastimes and changes in nature around us. 

All children have been involved in activities 

to develop their number and shape 

knowledge. Monty has been teaching the P1s new 

letter sounds and the P2s have been enjoying spelling 

challenges both on their own and in groups. 
We have been enjoying weekly drama 

sessions based on the The Wizard of Oz and I have 

been very pleased with the effort and thought the 

children are showing when miming and developing the 

storyline. Thank you for helping to set up the reading 

wordwalls. The class are really responding to the 

reading workshops we have each day. 

 

P2 have been very busy in this first term. We have 

been learning about Harvest and went to Myles Farm 

to see the wheat being cut down and made into grain. 

The children have really enjoyed this topic and this 

week we made bread. It was delicious!! We have also 

been learning about the different people who help us 

at home and in school. We shall be 

extending this topic out to the 

wider community over the next few 

weeks.  

I would also like to make a plea for 

any materials which could be used for junk modelling. 

To keep in line with East Lothian policy, could I please 

highlight that we are unable to use toilet roll holders 

and any packaging which may have a trace of nuts. 

 

P3 are really enjoying their topic on 

the Egyptians. They have been finding 

out about pyramids in Maths and have 

been constructing 3D models using 

straws. They will be visiting the museum in Chambers 

Street on Thursday 25th.  

 

P3/4  are thoroughly enjoying their Roman topic, it is 

fantastic to see what the children planned at the 

beginning of term actually happening in the classroom! 

We are looking forward to holding a Roman fashion 

show, sharing the very latest designs in gladiator and 

legionary fashion - all designed and created by P3/4.  

Our writing focus has linked with our Roman topic, 

P3/4 have created very detailed Imagined Personal 

Responses entitled 'I Am A Roman Soldier".  

Also in drama, we have made clear links 

with our Roman topic, we have formed a 

legion, taken an oath of loyalty to the 

Emperor and are about to invade Britain! 

Within RME, we have launched 'Taylor's 

Tours'. We are travelling around the world, discovering 

festivals, such as Diwali, Ramadan and Eid. We look 

forward to finding out about Hanukah and Chinese New 

Year. 

 

P4 have had a busy start to the new term.  We have 

been enjoying learning about The Romans and are 

currently designing and making costumes and weapons 

similar to those which may have been worn by Roman 

soldiers. In Science, we have been learning about water 

whilst in RME our focus has been Judaism.  P4 have also 

enjoyed attending swimming lessons once a week at 

Musselburgh Sports Centre.  Thanks 

to all the parent helpers who have 

come along to swimming, your help is 

very much appreciated. 

 

P5 have been looking at newspaper reports and having a 

go at writing our own. In Health, we are devising our 

own healthy menus. We are continuing our study of Sir 

William Wallace and King Robert the Bruce. 

 

P5/6 have been looking at Buddhism for RME and have 

been looking at the similarities and 

differences between this and Christianity.  

Primary 6 have been studying French with 

Mrs Gracie and are learning to greet 

each other and count in French. All of 

P5/6 are having a great time studying their class topic, 

Wallace and Bruce.  They have been taking a creative 

look at what it might have been like to live in  

medieval Scotland under the rule of Edward I. We are 

hoping to make a visit to Stirling Castle to help gain a 

better understanding of life during this troubled time.  

Any parental volunteers to help out on this trip will be 

warmly welcomed once we have established a date. 

 

P6 have been practising volleyball skills after 

a session with Miss Fleming, the volleyball 

Development Officer. As a result, the class 

attended a Volleyball Festival at the Sports 

Centre. This was great fun and our skills 

were developed further, resulting in lots of confident 

individuals and effective contributors! Continuing the 
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sporting theme, P6 had a session of Judo which they 

thoroughly enjoyed and were invited to a free session 

at Loretto Church for those who were interested in 

joining the Judo club. 

Thank you for all the seventies memorabilia that has 

been handed in. We have had lots of photos, records, 

clothes and even platform shoes making an interesting 

display. As part of their personal project, the 

children are now researching a sporting hero of the 

seventies. 

 

P7a and P7b are continuing work on 

World War Two. We have been 

finding out about evacuation and 

rationing and we have all enjoyed 

making gas masks. We will be 

extending our knowledge of the war by 

examining various artefacts and making an air raid 

shelter. In Music and Drama, we will be learning to 

appreciate the music and dancing styles that were 

popular during the war years.  

We had a wonderful experience in Benmore, with each 

of us facing new challenges and overcoming  

 

 

fears. The children will be designing information 

brochures as part of their functional writing.  

This month the Primary 7 children will be putting into 

practice their training as Playground Pals when they 

work with the infant classes. We will soon have a team 

of Playground Pals and Managers ready to organise 

and motivate the children at break and lunch times. 

 

 

Seonaid McGillivray 
  

 


