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Dear Parents, 

In comparison to many of our previous newsletters 

this month’s is rather brief! However, I am sure 

that if you log on to our website 

http://edubuzz.org/blogs/stoneyhill  

you will see that there is a lot of very good work 

taking place in the school. 

  

At the end of this month we will be saying ‘ au 

revoir’ to Mrs Taylor as she leaves to await the 

birth of her first baby. Our best wishes go out to 

both Mrs and Mr Taylor at this very special time.  

We have advertised for a teacher to fill the vacancy 

which is left by Mrs Taylor’s departure. However, 

due to circumstances beyond our control, the post 

will be filled with a supply teacher until the 

recruitment process can be completed – this may not 

be until after the Christmas break.  

 

We are delighted to announce that Miss Jill Craig 

will be taking up post as our new P5 teacher on 

Monday 19th November. Miss Craig, who joins us 

from Sciennes Primary in Edinburgh, is looking 

forward to working in Stoneyhill. 

  

 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR 

A great big THANK YOU to all those 

who supported our recent book fair. 

We sold £1564.06   worth of books 

and this means that we have £938.43 

commission to spend on books. As you are aware, we 

are building up a stock of books so that we are able 

to run a lending library. Hopefully, IT and a few 

parent helpers willing, we will be able to launch this 

early in the new year. 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS PERFORMANCE 

This year’s Christmas show will be 

performed by classes from P4 – P7. The 

title of the show is ‘The Night Before 
Christmas’ and is based around the 

story of the same name. Performances 

will take place on the morning and 

afternoon of Monday 17th December. 

Details will be given in next month’s newsletter. 

 

 

 

LOST PROPERTY 

Once again, we have started to gather a collection of 

found clothing. We would encourage parents/carers of 

children who have returned home without their 

sweatshirt, fleece etc to have a look in this box 

whenever they come into school. 

When the box begins to overflow, 

we will donate the contents to 

charity.  

 

 

WEBB IVORY 

Thank you to all those who have 

supported the school by making 

purchases from the Webb Ivory 

catalogues. The final date for 

ordering is Friday 9th of November.  

 

PACKED LUNCHES 

It has come to our attention that some children are 

not eating the entire contents of their packed lunch 

and are putting the leftovers into the bin. If we 

notice this, we ask the children to keep any unfinished 

food in their packed lunch boxes and take it home to 

show their parents. This allows you to see what your 

child has eaten.  
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HEALTHY PROMOTION GROUP/PUPIL COUNCIL 

 The Health Promotion Group and Pupil 

Council would like to thank everyone for 

supporting the World Food Day on 

Friday 12th October. A total of £248 

was collected and will now help to fill 

1,984 hungry tummies throughout the world. Well 

done, Stoneyhill children! 

 

Many thanks to both HPG and PC for working 

together and presenting such an informative gather 

round. 

 

 

 

WELL DONE! 

 Congratulations to Sophie B.  and Nicole 

C.  who took part in the World’s Biggest 

Coffee Morning to raise money for 

Macmillan Cancer Support. Thanks to 

their efforts, as well as those of Mrs 

Campbell and their friends and neighbours, the sum 

of £60 was raised.  

 

 

 

PERSONAL BELONGINGS 

 We would recommend that children do not bring 

personal belongings, such as toys, into school unless 

they have been asked to do so by their class 

teacher. Children who bring items to school, without 

being asked by their teacher, do so at their own 

risk. 

 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 

 Monday 5th, 12th and 19th: P4 will be 

developing rugby skills with the help 

of Craig McGeary, Musselburgh RFC 

Development Officer. 

 Wednesday 7th: P3 parents’ meetings – those 

postponed from Thursday 11th October. 

 Tuesday 27th: P1 registration from 9.00 – 9.30 

am and 11.30 am – 12.00 

 Thursday 29th: P1 registration from 9.00 – 9.30 

am and 11.30 am – 12.00 

 Friday 23rd: Miss Davidson will be taking a group 

of pupils to take part in a tag rugby tournament 

at Meadowmill. 

 

AROUND THE CLASSES 

 

 

The nursery children are looking for 

signs that autumn is here. Children 

who collect leaves, sycamore keys etc 

could bring them in to nursery. We are 

planning an autumn walk for the morning children and 

will soon be putting up a sign for parent helpers. 

The children are interested in role play and are 

enjoying playing mums and dads with the babies 

(dolls). If the interest continues we may well be 

looking for a real baby to visit us. 

 
 

 

P1 have settled well after the October 

break.  They are enjoying weekly music 

lessons with our music specialist, Mrs 

Roberts.  We have also been joined by a 

student teacher, Miss Dinsdale, who will be 

with us for most of this month.  With bonfire night 

approaching, we will talk about firework safety and 

make posters to warn others about how to be safe 

around fireworks.  Throughout the month we will 

be recording information about the weather each day, 

both to develop our maths skills and to think about 

the seasonal weather changes around us. We will be 

moving on in science to think about electricity: how we 

use it in our everyday lives and how to use electrical 

items sensibly. 

 

 

 

P1/2 are continuing to work as hard as 

ever through indoor and 

outdoor activities. All children are 

developing new friendships and 

enjoying Circle Time activities exploring what makes a 

good friend. We will shortly be looking at dental 

hygiene so if you have any expertise in this area 

please contact the school. The class has been working 

really well as a team and every child has shown they 

can be a Responsible Citizen and help with tidying our 

classroom. The children are enjoying receiving the 

'Four Capacities' badges and it is a tough choice for 

me to make each week! 
The school provides fruit every Tuesday to Thursday 

and I am continuing to encourage the children to 

choose this for their snack.  I hope this clarifies why 

your child may be bringing snack home on these days.  
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The class has been joined by Miss Nicol, a student 

teacher, who will be with us for most of the month. 

Finally, please look at the P1/2 page of the school 

website as I will let you know what the children are 

learning on a weekly basis. 

 

 

P2 have had a very busy start to the 

new term. Everyone has enjoyed 

using our class post office to learn 

about the role of the postman and 

develop their skills with money in the 

class bank. We have also been thinking 

about describing words and we were able to use 

many of these when we talked about our autumn walk 

round the school grounds. Over the next few weeks 

we hope to use many describing words in our story 

writing. Many thanks to all of you who kindly 

contributed to our class junk modelling box, and as a 

result we were able to make fantastic 3D robots. 

Some were even interactive!  
Please log on to our class page, found on the 

school website, for regular updates of Primary 2's 

news. 

 

 

P3 have had their interest in the Egyptians fuelled 

by their recent visit to the National Museum in 

Edinburgh. In Art, we have decided to make clay 

pots, canopic jars and other artifacts. As this will be 

a messy exercise old shirts or tee 

shirts would be appreciated. In 

Science, we will study the various 

forces used to aid the building of 

pyramids and lift water from the River Nile. 

We will be taking part in a Gather Round where we 

will be able to share our knowledge of the Egyptians 

with the rest of the school.  

Autumn is here and we will continue to do 

observational drawing of twigs, leaves, trees etc. I 

will therefore be asking for these items to be 

brought in, in due course. 

As part of our enterprise, we will plant daffodils on 

the grass verge at the front of the school and are 

also taking part in the mini pots of care for Marie 

Curie Cancer Care. More about that later. 

 

 

 

 

P3/4 are continuing our Roman theme, focusing on the 

Romans in Britain. The children are continuing to plan 

learning experiences and activities with creativity and 

a real responsibility for their learning. Look out for 

our chariots soon! 
Taylor's Tours continues to travel the world 

discovering festivals such as Hanukkah and Chinese 

New Year. 

Primary 4 are investigating simple electrical circuits in 

science and  

Primary 3 are investigating Forces - 

pushing and pulling. 

P3/4  are producing fantastic examples 

of writing, we will continue 

Instructions and begin Writer's Craft 

this term. 

P4 and P3/4 will also be involved in an 

exciting new online initiative, peer 

assessing each other's writing. 

On Friday November 9th, P3/4 will debut their Roman 

soldier fashion show at Gather Round! 

 

 

 

P4 have a busy term ahead. We 

are carrying on with our topic on the 

Romans. We hope to incorporate 

aspects of technology into our Roman 

learning. In writing, our focus will be instructions and 

writers craft. Along with P3/4 we will be piloting an 

online peer assessment initiative. Our science work on 

water will also continue into this term. P4 will be 

working with Mrs Roberts in music this term while 

later in the term we will be part of the Christmas 

show!!  We look forward to a busy and challenging 

term ahead. 

 

 

 

P5 are rounding off their project on 

Wallace and Bruce. Unfortunately, they 

have been unable to arrange a visit to 

Stirling Castle and the Wallace 

Monument.  

Our thanks go to Mrs Brydon-Reid for 

the support which she has given P5 in the run up to 

the appointment of a permanent member of staff. 
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P5/6 children are looking very refreshed and raring 

to go after the holiday. We will be continuing our 

topic of Wallace and Bruce.  The work the children 

have done so far is looking absolutely fantastic and I 

am looking forward to seeing the 

completed articles.   Our writing 

focus for this term is the novel "The 

Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe" 

by C.S. Lewis.  P5/6 are very 

enthusiastic about this and we will be 

doing lots of exciting writing throughout the 

term.  We will also be looking at Hinduism and the 

festival of Diwali for RME. In ICT, the children 

will continue creating animation shows with Mrs 

Turpie. 

Mrs Sellwood, the gym specialist, will be taking gym 

on Tuesdays.  There will also be gym lessons on 

Mondays and Thursdays.  Full gym kit should be in 

school for these lessons. 

P6 are very excited about our 

Enterprise project centred around 

our study of the Seventies. The 

children have suggested having a 70’s 

disco, a fashion show and an 

exhibition which they will be 

responsible for planning, organising 

and coordinating. No doubt you will hear all about 

these in the coming weeks! This will be the main 

focus this term as we draw our Seventies study to a 

close. 

In Technology, the children will be making models of 

the Brunton Hall which is an example of seventies 

architecture. They will be working in groups on 

these 3D models which, hopefully, will be part of our 

exhibition. 

P 6 will be working with the P.E specialist every 

Tuesday doing basketball and gymnastics. Please 

ensure that P.E kit is in school on Tuesdays, 

Wednesdays and Thursdays. 

 

PLEASE HELP – Do you have any clothes from the 

70’s? If so we would be very grateful if you could 

provide us with them, as soon as possible. We would 

take very good care of them. Please give them to 

your children, in a bag marked with your name, to 

hand in to P6. Thank you for your support. 

 

 
 

Primary 7 will be continuing our exciting adventure 

through the events of World War II.  We look 

forward to our Make Do and Mend fashion show, 

where the children will be modelling their home-made 

war time clothing.  We are 

experiencing music and dance 

from the wartime era and have 

been sampling the sounds of Vera 

Lynn and Glenn Miller.   

 

Within Language, we will be 

extending our imaginative writing 

skills, thinking about careful planning and forming 

detailed, useable instructions.  We will also be 

continuing to make podcasts of drama scripts and war 

up-dates. 

 

During PE, P7 are going to be working with Mrs 

Sellwood learning and developing volleyball skills.  This 

is a new and challenging sport for some of the 

children and we hope to participate in a festival to 

display our new talent. 

In Art, we will be focusing on our observational 

drawing skills and learning about artists from the 

wartime era.   

 

This month, in French, we will be learning vocabulary 

associated with items of clothing and using this in 

conversation and activities. 

 

In the run up to Christmas we will be busy undertaking 

an enterprise project of managing and marketing our 

school Christmas production. 

  

 

 

Seonaid McGillivray 
 

 

 

 


