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Dear Parents, 

 

It hardly seems any time since the start of the year 

and here we are again coming to its close.  

As you can imagine, the school is buzzing with 

excitement as preparations are made for our 

Christmas show, parties and visits to the pantomime. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all staff, 

pupils and parents a Joyful Christmas and a Very 

Happy New Year. 

Don’t forget - you can find out more information 

about the work of the school and your child/ren’s 

class/es by logging on to our website - 

http://edubuzz.org/blogs/stoneyhill 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

We would like to send our warmest 

congratulations to Mrs Taylor who gave 

birth to Hamish on the 21st of November. 

Although arriving 5 weeks early, Hamish is 

doing well and his parents both agree that 

he is very ‘cute’. We are looking forward to welcoming 

him on his first visit to school. 

 

 

 

STAFFING CHANGES 

We are sad to announce that, for 

personal reasons, Mrs Harvey has 

decided to give up work after Christmas. 

We would like to wish her all the very 

best and thank her for the support which she has 

given to the school over the last five years. 

 

 

We would like to welcome Miss Morrison who has 

taken up the post of P3/4 teacher until Mrs Taylor 

returns from maternity leave. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLIDAYS 
The school closes at 12.25 pm on Friday the 21st 

December and re-opens at the usual time on Monday 7th 

January 2008. 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS PARTIES 
Once again, the PFA have kindly agreed to supply and 

organise the food for all class Christmas parties, and for 

this we are very grateful.  We would appreciate any 

offers of assistance from parent helpers for each class.  

Please complete and return the appropriate slip 

at the end of the newsletter if you are able to 

help in this way. 

A charge of £1.50 will be made to the children 

from P1-2 to cover the cost of Santa’s 

presents and prizes.  Of that money, 50p will 

cover the cost of a novelty for each child, with the rest 

of the money being put towards a class present from 

Santa and prizes. 

Primary 3-7 parties will cost 50p to cover the cost of 

prizes. 

The correct monies should be handed to the class teacher 

in an envelope clearly marked with your child’s name 

and class by Friday 14th December.  Please complete 

and return the slip at the end of this newsletter when 

sending party money to the school. 

 

Christmas party times: 

All P5 and P6 PM – 18th December 

All P3 and P4 PM – 19th December 

All P1 and P2 PM – 20th December  

All P7 6.30pm – 8.30pm 19th December 

 

P1 and P2 Parents please note there will be a slightly 

later finishing time for pupils to allow for Santa’s visit! 

 

Nursery Parties –  

Nursery AM 10.00am – 12.00 Thursday 20th December 

(Santa from 11.30am) 

Nursery PM 1.00pm – 3.00pm Wednesday 19th December 

(Santa from 2.30pm) 
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CHRISTMAS POST 

This year, for a number of reasons both 

environmental and educational, we will not  

be delivering the children’s Christmas 

cards. If they wish, children can deliver 

their own cards before school begins or 

they could make one card for the whole 

class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HEALTH PROMOTION 

The Health Promotion Group will once 

again be selling fruit smoothies on 

Friday 7th December. These will be 

available for children to buy during 

golden time, priced 20p. The tuck shop also has a 

good variety of Fruity Faces fruit carriers priced 

£4.00. Ideal stocking filler!! 

 

 

 

 

PUPIL COUNCIL 

The Pupil Council met today to discuss how to make 

their Christmas presents for teachers special. We 

suggested that instead of buying, for example, a £5 

box of chocolates - that would be gone before the 

New Year – you could buy your teacher £5 worth of a 

classroom which would be built in Africa. Or a whole 

class could donate £1 and a school desk and chair set 

could be bought. Although teachers appreciate 

presents at Christmas we know they would be touched 

by receiving a present which could be used by 

children in Africa. If you are interested in this idea 

here are 2 links to look at – 

www.oxfamunwrapped.com 

then click on school scene or 

www.savethechildren.org.uk/wishhot 

and you can choose a school present from there. 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

  Friday 7th : Special Assembly 

 Wednesday 12th : Dress rehearsal – 

1.45 pm 

 Friday 14th: P1 – P3 to Lyceum to see The Snowman 
 Monday 17th: 9.45 – Performance of ‘The Night 

Before Christmas’ 
1.45 pm - Performance of ‘The Night Before 
Christmas’ 

 Friday 21st: Christmas Gather Round – Rev. Atkins 

 

 

 

 

AROUND THE CLASSES 

 

The nursery staff would like to say a big 

THANK YOU to all the helpers who 

walked with us to Newhailes on a very wet 

day. Despite the weather we had fun and learned some 

interesting facts about trees. Thank you also to the 

mums who baked delicious cakes and 

sold them to raise funds to buy more 

waterproofs. The children have since 

been busy making cakes from play dough 

and selling them in a shop. We hope to extend this by 

setting up a "real" shop with the children and selling 

cakes to the lucky mums and dads. The children have 

made a collaborative piece of art work as their 

contribution to the gym hall decorations. We have also 

been learning about the story of the nativity in little 

role-play stories each day. Please read the poster in 

the cloakroom which details party arrangements. 

PLEASE NOTE – After a number of years remaining 

unchanged, snack will go up from £1 per week to £1.50. 

This means that £16.50 is payable in January. 

 

P1 are getting excited by the thought of the 

approach of Christmas.  There are plenty of 

Christmas themed activities to keep us all 

busy until the holidays.  Each day the 

children are adding a decoration to our 

Advent tree. We will be thinking about the Christmas 

story in our RME lessons and in art and technology we 

will be printing Christmas wrapping paper, making cards 

and gift tags.  The children will all write a letter to 

Santa, just to make sure he remembers to visit them on 

Christmas Eve.   

http://www.oxfamunwrapped.com/
http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/wishhot


 3 

We also have our outing to "The Snowman" to look 

forward to, as well as the Christmas party.  Add to 

that a sprinkling of Christmas maths and we should all 

be in the festive spirit by the 21st December 

P1/2 are enjoying their new 

technology topic and have put a lot 

of thought into drawing and naming their 

sock puppets. They will soon make their 

puppet, write scripts and put on shows at 

activity times. We recently went to Campbell and 

Timmons Dental Practice and all experienced the 

dentist chair, looked at specialised equipment and 

even received a goodie bag to keep our teeth clean 

and healthy. Thank you to the staff who made our 

class feel so welcome and the parent helpers who kept 

us safe on our walk. 

The class are counting down the days till Christmas 

and our active classroom will soon be filled with 

cross-curricular tasks about this celebration. Thank 

you to all who have donated to our class Christmas 

hamper, it’s filling up with lots of goodies. The class 

will be writing letters to Santa and these will come 

home before the holidays 

 

P2 have had a very fun packed 

November. Our trips to 

Dominos Pizza went very well 

and the children not only learned the instructions for 

making pizza but also about food hygiene and healthy 

eating. The children would like to say a big thank you 

to Mrs Shiells and to all our parent helpers for 

making the trips possible. We have finished learning 

about the different People Who Help Us but we also 

had the opportunity this month for us to help the 

school. Mrs Webster asked the class to design a new 

bin for the playground. The children worked in 

groups to discuss and plan their bins before using a 

variety of materials to make their prototype. Mrs 

Webster was very impressed with the array of styles 

- flap top bins, bins with a separate area for compost 

and even wind power bins. This month we are looking 

forward to our pantomime trip to see The Snowman 

and a range of fun-packed Christmas activities. 

 

P3 have almost come to the end of 

their very exciting topic on the 

Egyptians. They will be moving on to 

take part in some seasonal 

activities. Have you taken a look at 

our page on the website yet? 

P3/4 has been working on playground 

games in their gym time. We discussed 

which types of games were missing from 

the playground and we all agreed that 

children who are not fast runners really 

find so many of the 'tig' games difficult to join in with 

and feel part of. We devised some new games where 

you don't have to run too far or for too long. Circle 

games we discovered were good for that because you 

know you only need to run round the circle.  Ask your 

children about, Blade, 'North, South, East West' and 

Spider. We wanted ensure we made the alternative to 

running games fun too, so that slower runners can feel 

confident in suggesting them at playtime. This week the 

children will be working with the P3 class to teach them 

these new games and hopefully we will then see them 

roll out into the playground. 

 The P3's were already in the Christmas spirit on 

Thursday and took on the part of 'The Rockin' 

Reindeers' at the PFA' s Cheese and Wine Night. They 

entertained those there with, I'm Dreaming of a White 

Christmas, We Wish You a Merry Christmas and a few 

other Christmas favourites Well done! 

 

P4 are very busy rehearsing for the 

Christmas Show.  We are also recycling old 

Christmas cards, turning them into new 

cards and gift tags.  Our project on the Our 

topic on the Romans is coming to an end and a 

couple of weeks ago we visited the National Museum of 

Scotland to learn about Romans and Gladiators, a very 

enjoyable trip. In RME, we are learning about the birth 

and life of Jesus.  Merry Christmas! 

 

P5 have enjoyed writing their autobiographies and 

created fantastic poems about a Sound Collector who 

stole all the sounds from school. They are particularly 

motivated by our Christmas Enterprise project. They 

are creating this year's school calendar and have 

organised a whole school art competition. 

The winning entries from the nursery and 

each class have been selected and will 

feature in the calendar. They will be 

issuing order forms shortly. Don't miss out! 

 

P5/6 children are all very excited about Christmas 

activities and the school show and are doing 

some lovely winter artwork.  As I am sure you 

are already aware, some of our art 

activities can be very messy.   
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Could parents donate any old, large, shirts that our 

class could use to protect their clothes while 

painting?  In RME, we will be looking at The Festival 

of Light and discussing the importance and symbolism 

of light during religious festivals. We will be 

continuing the story of ‘The Lion, The Witch and the 

Wardrobe’ for our language topic.  The children have 

written fantastic stories and are showing a great 

understanding of the characters’ personalities 

through their writing.   

 
P6 have worked extremely hard on 

their enterprise topic which resulted in 

a very successful week with their disco 

and fashion show. Everybody had a lot 

of fun at the disco and thank you 

everyone for making such a huge effort 

with their outfits. The charity shops in Musselburgh 

seem to have been raided! Thank you also to our DJ, 

Mr Grandison, for providing the music and wearing 

such an appropriate outfit. The fashion show was a 

real hit with the rest of the school as pupils and 

teachers did the modelling. Thanks to the Party 

Shack in Musselburgh for providing us with a large 

number of costumes and accessories. Watch out for 

pictures of these events on the website. This 

enterprise project has provided children with 

responsibilities which they have all responded well to 

and they should all take pride in the fact that they 

have organised these events themselves. 

 

P7a and P7b will be very busy in the run-up to our 

Christmas Production.  We will be finishing props, 

making costumes and designing programmes.  The cast 

will be rehearsing their parts, in preparation for the 

Dress Rehearsal on Wednesday 12th December for 

the rest of the school and the performance for our 

guests on Monday 17th December! We are also looking 

forward to a visit to Musselburgh Grammar on 

Tuesday 18th December to enjoy a Christmas 

performance from their pupils. We will be finishing 

off our WW2 and Judaism projects and reviewing our 

learning.  In class, we will be continuing our 

independent projects on Christmas Around the World 

and getting into the festive spirit with a number of 

festive arts and crafts activities. 

 

 

Seonaid McGillivray 
  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

P1-P7 CHRISTMAS PARTIES 

 

Please contact me as I am able to help at the Christmas  

 

Party for Primary ……………… (please enter class). 

 

NAME: …………………………………………………………………………… 

  

TEL. NO.: …………………………………………… 

 

 

----------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

P1-P7 CHRISTMAS PARTIES – PAYMENT 

 

I enclose £…………………. (P1-2 £1.50, P3-7 £0.50) in  

 

payment for ………………………………………………… to attend  

 

his/her Christmas party. 

 

SIGNED: ………………………………………………………………… 

(Parent/Guardian) 
 


