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Dear Parents 

It is hard to believe that we are already well into 

our final term – normally we would still be on 

holiday.   

As ever, we have a lot going on and hope that we 

can look forward your support to make events a 

success. If you would like to offer your services 

in any way please contact your child‟s class 

teacher. 

 

  

 

E-MAIL ADDRESSES 

In order to improve links between 

school and home, we would like to 

be able to contact parents 

electronically. If you would like us 

to use this method of 

communication please send the 

following information: 

 In the Subject box – Please write “Parents‟ E-

Mail Address” 

 In the Message box – Please write your 

Child/ren‟s names and stages eg Joe Smith P1, 

Jill Smith P5 etc; and your name 

*We will be able to get your address from the e-

mail you send us. 

Since this information will take some time to in-

put into our system and we are not likely to make 

use of it until the new session, we do not require 

the addresses of parents who only have pupils in 

P7. 

 

 

 

FOUND 

Just before the Easter holidays, a sum of money 

was found in school. If you know anything about it 

please contact the school office.  

 

 

 

HOLIDAYS 

Please note that the school will be closed to all 

pupils on Monday 21st April. 

 The school will also be closed on Monday 5th and 

Tuesday 6th May. It will re-open as usual on 

Wednesday 7th May. 

 

 

 

SPORTS DAY 

This year‟s sports day will be held, 

weather permitting, on Friday 23rd 

May from 9.30am – 12.25 pm at 

Olivebank. The event will take the 

same format as last year. All classes from P1 up 

to P4 will take part in a  „House Shuttle System‟. 

This format has been very much enjoyed by the 

younger children as they have the opportunity to 

compete alongside children from other stages 

within the school. Every time a child completes an 

activity, e.g. a skipping run, a point is gained for 

the house that they represent – Carberry, 

Fisherrow, Inveresk and Newhailes. Children from 

P5 to P7 will be competing in their own class with 

recognition going to those who finish in 1st, 2nd and 

3rd positions. This system will still allow all of the 

children to earn points for their house.  

Please note that in the event of bad weather, 

sports will take place on Friday 30th May. 

 

 

PAYMENTS TO SCHOOL 

If you require to make a payment to school, it 

would be most helpful if you could arrange to send 

either a cheque or the exact money. It is 

extremely difficult, in a school of this size, 

to organise change for every child who 

might require it. We would also appreciate 

prompt payment as this helps us to keep our books 

right and avoid embarrassment. 
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HEAD LICE 

A gentle reminder to all parents to check 

their child/ren‟s heads at least once a week. 

As we have stated on a number of 

occasions, parental vigilance a vital role in 

keeping the spread of this problem under 

control. 

 

 

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 

The next meeting of the School Board 

will take place in the GP Room at 

7.00pm on Thursday 15th May. Any 

items for the agenda should be given to Adrian 

Stott, Chair or Sandra Swinton, Clerk. 

 

 

 

 

HEALTH PROMOTION GROUP 

Our annual Health Awareness Week was 

held just before the Easter Holidays. 

The health promotion group organised a 

very busy and active week with all classes 

experiencing various skills such as football, 

skipping, judo and dancing from professionals, as 

well as basketball, netball and aerobics provided 

by staff members. We welcomed healthy food 

experts from Sainsburys who worked with P3, 3/4 

and 4 making delicious, healthy wraps, and 

students from QMU who talked to all the children 

in P5 to P7 about nutrition. Meanwhile the infants 

enjoyed a Veginvasion day where they had the 

opportunity to sample a fantastic variety of 

vegetables provided by East Lothian Council. 

Everyone also had an opportunity to sample fruits 

at our fruit tasting session - with some raw 

rhubarb, sweet oranges and frog melon proving 

popular! Many thanks to the parents and 

grandparents who gave up their time to help 

prepare and serve the fruit on this day. 

Special thanks also to Mrs Frankitti who gave up 

her time to hold dance sessions with P4-7s. 

Everybody thoroughly enjoyed learning new dance 

routines and we may now have some Billy Elliots of 

our own at Stoneyhill! 

To round the week off, a sportathon was held for 

Sports Relief. All the children were given the 

opportunity to take part in a sporting activity or 

assault course. It was fun and enjoyable and we 

raised £104. 

May we also remind parents that the healthy tuck 

shop is still stocked with fresh fruit, fruit juice 

and raisins all priced 20p. We also have some 

water bottles at £1 and fruit carriers at £4. The 

tuck shop is open every morning before class's 

start and also at break time. We still have a small 

supply of skipping ropes which are available to 

purchase at the bargain price of £4 per pair. 

 

Thank you for your support. 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR 

As usual, our Book Fair was a great 

success and, thanks to your support, we 

were able to purchase leavers‟ books and 

make £288.59 of commission. This will be used to 

buy books for the library.  

Thanks to Mrs Smail, our present stock of library 

books has now been catalogued and the books 

covered with protective jackets. The PFA have 

given us a contribution of £4000 to buy further 

stock so hopefully we will be able to have the 

library operational early in the next session.  

 

 

 

FOOTBALL 

Scottish Cup Semi Finals - On 

Wednesday 19th March Stoneyhill 

football team played in the semi-

finals of the Scottish Cup. In order 

to get this far we had to knock-out about 15 

teams from all of the different Scottish regions. 

At the semi-finals we played 3 games and won all 

of them. At the games the atmosphere was 

amazing and one school had brought their whole 

class with them. We are playing in the finals on 

the 23rd April at Hamilton. We are very proud to 

have got this far because Stoneyhill have never 

made it to the final before. 

 

Team : Ryan I, Daniel T, David, Ryan L, Daniel G, 

Curtis, Neil, George, Aaron and Lewis. 

Good Luck, boys! 
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SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENTS 

Virtuoso trumpet 

star, John Wallace, 

led Rachel, Ellen, Max 

and Peter in a special 

workshop aimed at 

promoting brass 

instruments to youngsters. The musician, who is 

the 2008 soloist with the Edinburgh Youth 

Orchestra, made the trip as part of the EYO's 

annual Easter course aimed at promoting classical 

music. 

 

Congratulations go to 

Peter McNeill who played 

the lead role in the 

Brunton Theatre‟s recent 

production of „Oliver‟. 

 

 

 

 

SUN PROTECTION 

Hopefully, we will be approaching the 

time of year when we get a bit more 

in the way of sunshine and warmth. 

We would like to remind 

parents/carers to send their 

child/ren to school properly prepared for this.  

This might include providing your child/ren with a 

hat and some sun cream. It should be noted that 

the school takes no responsibility for applying sun 

cream.  

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
 

 Monday 21st April - HOLIDAY 

 Wednesday 23rd  – Team of P7 

boys taking part in the final of 

the Scottish Cup at Douglas Park, Hamilton. 

Good Luck!  

Primary 5 pupils to Broomlee. 

 Thursday 24th – Two teams of P7 pupils will be 

taking part in an East Lothian schools bowling 

competition at Meadowmill. Best Wishes. 

P5 begin a series of 3 sessions of cricket. 

 Friday 2nd May – P7 will be visiting the Risk 

Factory. 

 Monday 5th – HOLIDAY 

 Tuesday 6th – IN-SERVICE DAY 

 Thursday 8th – P5/6 are going to the Brunton 

Theatre to see a production called „Pondlife 

McGurk‟. 

6 - 7.15 pm: P1 – 3 Disco organised by PFA 

7.30 – 9.00 pm: P4 – 7 Disco organised by 

PFA. 

 Monday 12th – P7a to Musselburgh Grammar 

for Forensic Lab. 

 Tuesday 13th – P7b to Musselburgh Grammar 

for Forensic Lab. 

 Thursday 22nd – P7 pupils taking part in 

Choices for Life at Ingliston. 

 Friday 23rd – Sports Day (weather 

permitting). 

 Thursday 29th – Visit from Polish jazz band. 

 Friday 30th  – Reserve Sports Day. 

 

 

 

 

AROUND THE CLASSES 

 

Spring has now arrived and the 

Nursery are providing the 

children with opportunities to 

observe and investigate how 

things grow and change. We will have planting 

activities on offer when the children will be able 

to plant broadbeans, courgettes and other seeds 

in the playroom. Outside they will have the chance 

to plant onion sets, carrots and radishes. 

The morning children will soon be given more 

chances to practise organising themselves and 

their property and to that end they will be 

changing gym shoes themselves immediately 

before the gym lesson and changing back into 

their outdoor shoes after gym. 

Welcome to the new children in the afternoon 

session Ewan, Euan, Amy and Oliver and welcome 

to the new parents. We now have 28 children in 

the ante pre school class. 

Thank you to the afternoon parents/carers for 

accomodating the change in the afternoon coming 

in routine and thank you to the older brothers and 

sisters for not distracting the children at the 

fence 
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P1  are already hard at work after the Easter 

break.  We have started the term by 

looking at transport in our local area.  

This will also tie in with work on road 

safety and we will be going on a 

number of walks, to investigate the area around 

school, carry out a survey of the different kinds 

of traffic and learn where we can safely cross the 

road with adult help.  We will also visit the library 

in May, which will give us the chance to experience 

the busier environment of the town.  Later in the 

term, we will be finding out about plants and 

animals in the local environment and thinking about 

what they need in order to remain healthy.  This 

will give us the opportunity to work in the garden, 

planting seeds and keeping them watered and 

weeded.  Hopefully, we'll also be able to observe 

insects and birds both at school and at 

Newhailes.  Let's hope the weather is kind! For 

your information gym this term is on Mondays, 

Wednesdays and Thursdays.  

 

P1/2 have enjoyed sharing ideas for 

their next topic - 'Looking After 

Living Things'. They suggested 

possible activities and also trips 

which could help to develop their 

learning. I will let parents/carers know on the 

P1/2 web page when the trips are booked and 

letters will go home too.  

Our gym days are now Mondays and Thursdays and 

we have the music specialist on Mondays. 

Finally, congratulations to Ciaran, Sam, Scott, 

Chantelle, Rachel, Ross E and Raveena who all got 

their 'First Poem' published in a Young Writers 

book. 

 

P2 started the new term with a bang 

as we travelled back in time at 

Dynamic Earth.  We learned about 

the Earth‟s vast array of climates 

and landscapes. Everyone in P2 

thoroughly enjoyed the day and it would 

not have been possible without our parent helpers. 

The new term brings two new topics 'Looking 

after Living Things' and 'Toys from the Past'. If 

anyone has any toys from their childhood, that 

they would not mind parting with, the class would 

love to be able to have a look at them. If so, 

please send a note in either with your child or to 

reception. Thank you very much for the many 

fantastic comments left on the P2 webpage. Please 

continue to leave your comments, we love to read 

them!  

 

P3 will be studying the seashore 

this term. We will be looking at the 

different kinds of shells. plants, 

animals and birds found on our 

seashores. We hope to visit the Seabird Centre 

and beach at North Berwick in May. More about 

that later. For RME, we are taking a closer look at 

Hinduism and, in Science, we are planting a variety 

of seeds and finding out the ideal conditions in 

which to grow them. 

The class will be joined by Miss Fraser, a student 

teacher, until the 22nd May. 

 

P3/4 will be continuing their look 

at Musselburgh and making 

comparisons between in, and 

another seaside town, Malaga. The 

class will have gym on a Monday, 

Wednesday and Thursday. Miss Morrison will be 

rejoining the class, on a phased basis, starting on 

the 25th April. 

 

P4 will continue learning about 

Musselburgh - researching and 

presenting information about various 

aspects of the town.  In RME, we will 

be learning about places of worship in 

Musselburgh.  We will also be learning about the 

forest and the distinguishing features of 

vertebrates and invertebrates.  Our writing focus 

will be on  letters and imaginative story. This term 

we have PE on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. 

Please make sure your child has a full PE kit 

(including indoor shoes) on these days.  We look 

forward to a busy and fun summer term! 

 

P5 have had a great start to the fourth term. On 

Thursday they had a wonderful trip to Dynamic 

Earth where they not only learned about the 

landscape of Scotland but also about Climate 

Change which is part of our new social studies 

topic, 'Our Disappearing World'. 

Over the next weeks they will 

be learning about the impact 
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of Climate Change on the World and the 

differences they can make.  

We have PE on Mondays and Tuesdays and I would 

appreciate if you could ensure your child has the 

appropriate kit on these days. They will be 

participating in athletics and Top Golf lessons.  

As part of a mini enterprise project the children 

are organising a Silent Auction for the school fair. 

They are looking for items and experiences they 

could auction. If you have any ideas or skills 

please let us know. 
 

P5/6 are continuing to support Hearing Dogs for 

Deaf People by collecting clean, plastic, bottle 

tops.  Thank you to everyone for your kind 

support.  Please keep those clean plastic bottle 

tops coming! In Social Studies 

we will be developing our global 

awareness through looking at 

rich world demands/poor world 

issues, world trade, endangered species and 

actions we can take to help save our planet. For 

technology last term the children touched on 

alternative fuels with their future schools 

project.  They have expressed their wishes to 

develop their awareness of this further, so we will 

link this to our social studies topic and look at 

where we get our electricity, how it is made, the 

impact this could be having on our environment, 

and alternative, „eco friendly‟ fuels.  We have been 

enjoying learning Scottish country-dances with P5 

and on 28th April we will be holding a joint class 

ceilidh.  If any children have a kilt or a piece of 

tartan, please allow them to wear it on the day. 

P6 hope you all had a lovely Easter Holiday and are 

back raring to go. We have lots of plans for this 

term. On Monday 14th April we had a fantastic 

visit to the zoo to study the Cycle of Life, a 

follow on to our Sex Education programme. 

Everybody learned a great deal from this 

experience and had interesting facts to tell. This 

term we will study Australia so if 

anyone has artefacts or resources 

we could use they would be 

greatly appreciated.  

We are also looking forward to 

our Keeping Myself Safe project 

and a new Personal and Social Development topic 

called Cool in School.  No doubt the children will 

keep you informed of how these are going. On 

Tuesdays this term Mrs Sellwood will be teaching 

athletics as part of P.E and hopefully, now that 

the weather is improving, there will be more 

opportunities to go outside. 

 

Primary 7 are looking forward to 

a very busy and exciting final 

term!  We are starting a new 

project based Guitar Heroes.  

This will involve us creating an imaginary rock 

band, designing merchandise and researching and 

planning a detailed world tour!  Lots of our Maths, 

Language, Art, Technology and Drama work will 

link to this project. 

Preparations have already started on our Leavers' 

Performance.  This year P7 will be performing 

Bugsy Malone and are currently perfecting their 

audition lines.  We look forward to making props, 

costumes, set design and learning song and dance 

routines.   

During May we will have two trips - The Risk 

Factory and Choices For Life.  These are both 

aimed at Primary 7s and teach them valuable life 

skills. 

 

Seonaid McGillivray 

17.04.08 


