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Dear Parents, 

 

It hardly seems any time since I was wishing 

everyone a good holiday and now we are well into the 

start of a new session. I hope that you were able to 

make the best of what was not a very great summer. 

Please remember that you can find out more 

information about the work of the school and your 

child/ren’s class by logging on to our website - 

http://edubuzz.org/blogs/stoneyhill 

 

 
 

STAFFING 

We would like to take this opportunity to welcome 

Mrs McMath P1, Miss Dunn P2/3, Miss Tait P4/5 and 

Mrs Walker P5. We hope that they enjoy working at 

Stoneyhill as much as we do. 

Some of you may be aware that Mrs Gracie took up a 

post in an Edinburgh school at the start of the new 

session and we wish her well. 

 

 
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 

The first meeting of this group takes place in the GP 

room at 7.00 pm on Thursday 11th September. This 

will take the form of a brief business 

meeting and then a less formal social 

event. All parents are welcome to 

attend – the more the merrier.  

 

 
 

PAYMENTS TO SCHOOL 

If you require to make a payment to 

school, it would be most helpful if you  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

could arrange to send in either a cheque or the exact 

money. It would be extremely difficult, in a school of 

this size, to organise change for every child who 

might require it. 

 

 
 

CHILDREN’S ABSENCE 

If your child is off sick please inform the school 

office by telephone preferably between 8.30am and 

9.15am.  If you do not inform us of your child’s 

absence by telephone, this will initiate a phone call 

home to you, so that we can check on your child’s 

safety.  It is enormously helpful to us if you could 

remember to let us know in advance of this happening.  

PLEASE NOTE: When your child 

returns to school we require a 

brief written note to explain their 

absence for our records – regardless 

of whether you have previously phoned in. If we do 

not have a reason for your child’s absence they will 

appear on our records as truanting. 

 

 
MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT 

WORLD’S BIGGEST COFFEE MORNING 

As many of you will be aware, 

Macmillan Cancer Support 

raises funds which help to 

support vital cancer services. 

On Friday 26th the whole 

school is taking part in the 

World’s Biggest Coffee 

Morning. Classes will be involved in making something 

for the event and then sitting down together to enjoy 

the fruits of their labours. We would like to ask for a 

minimum donation of £1 from each child. 
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LUNCHES 

Please note that, as intimated on our 

website, school lunches now cost 

£1.60 per day. You will also find 

copies of the menu on the website. 

We are aware that some children are not 

eating all of their packed lunch and are throwing 

away perfectly good food or swapping it with their 

friends. You might like to discuss this with your 

child. 

 

 
WEBB IVORY 

The school receives a significant sum from 

commission each year from fundraising through the 

issue of Webb Ivory catalogues.  Mrs Smail 

(Classroom Assistant) gives most generously of her 

time each year to organise this.   

Catalogues will soon be arriving at your home but 

please do not feel obliged to make purchases.  There 

is no pressure on parents to do so and we are well 

aware that many of you will have already donated 

generously to the school in a variety of different 

ways.   

Please note: As an eco school, we will once again be 

encouraging pupils to send one class Christmas card 

rather than one to each child in their class. 

 

 
 

MEDICAL FORM 

If you would like your child to carry 

their own medication to school and 

self-administer it e.g. inhalers, please 

complete a Med 2 form.  

If you require your child to have medication 

administered by the school a Med 1 form must be 

completed and signed. We cannot administer any 

medication without this and it is important that all 

of our information is up-to-date.  

All medication should be well within its use by date 

and will be returned at the end of session. 

Both forms are available from the school office or 

downloaded from our website using the following 

link: http://edubuzz.org/blogs/stoneyhill/our-

school/school-policies/ 

 

 

 

P.E. KIT 

For reasons of hygiene, pupils require a change of 

shoes for P.E. e.g. a pair of trainers or gym shoes kept 

for indoor use. Please ensure that your child has 

his/her kit with them on the appropriate days. 

 

 
NUTS 

As we have a number of pupils in school with 

nut allergies, snacks or foodstuffs 

containing nuts are not allowed in school.  Please note 

that this also applies to food packaging sent in for 

junk e.g. no Crunchy Nut Cornflake packets. 

 

 
HEALTHY TUCK SHOP 

The healthy tuck shop is once again 

selling water bottles for £1. This year 

the bottles have red, blue or green 

tops and can be personalised. The tuck 

shop also stocks fresh fruit, fruit juices and dried 

fruit all priced 20p. Wilsons Fruit Shop in 

Musselburgh provides the fruit and there is always a 

good, very fresh variety each week. Children can come 

to the tuck shop before class starts in the morning or 

at break time. We look forward to seeing you soon! 
 

 
PARENT HELPERS 

As always, if you have any time which you could spare 

to help in school we would be delighted to hear from 

you.  Please complete the tear off slip at the end of 

the newsletter if you would be able to help in class or 

with outings.   

The GP room is available for parents to meet, have a 

coffee and a chat at the following times: 

Monday 9.00 – 10.30 

Wednesday 9.00 – 10.30 

Thursday 9.00 – 10.30 

Friday 10.45 – 12.25  

 

 
 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

  Monday 1st: Performance of The 

Railway Children by M&M Productions. 

 Primary 7 off to Benmore Outdoor 

Education Centre  

 Monday 15th: HOLIDAY 
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 Friday 19th: Primary 7 to Broomlee for a cluster 

problem solving exercise 

 Wednesday 24th: Rev Atkins to visit Primary 2 

and Primary 3 

 Friday 26th: Macmillan Cancer Support World’s 

Largest Coffee Morning 

 
AROUND THE CLASSES 

 

The nursery staff would like to 

welcome back all the morning children 

who are now pre-schoolers and 

welcome our new afternoon children. We would also 

like to extend a warm welcome to all our 

parents/carers. All the children are settling well. 

We would ask parents for support in implementing 

tooth brushing in the nursery.  While some children 

are quick to respond to the request to come and 

clean their teeth others need several reminders. It 

would be helpful if you could explain to your child 

why tooth brushing is important and remind them 

that it is your wish that they should clean their 

teeth. 

Last session the children planted vegetables and 

seeds in the nursery garden and we are very pleased 

to tell you that the two exhibits which were entered 

into the Musselburgh Horticultural Society Flower 

Show both won prizes. Our African Marigolds gained 

a first place award and our Broad Beans gained a 

third place in their respective categories. Well done 

everyone. 

The pre-school children have gym with the specialist 

teacher on a Tuesday morning this term and will 

therefore not usually have outdoor play on this day. 

All nursery parents/carers can make use of a new 

service provided by the Musselburgh Health 

Visitors. Janette Hunter is a nursery nurse who is 

currently working with the health visitor service. 

She is going to be in the nursery to speak to anyone 

who would like support with childcare concerns such 

as sleeping, toileting, eating, behaviour etc. Dates 

for this will be on display in the cloakroom. If you 

would like to speak to Janette outwith these times 

please contact her through your own health visitor. 
 

P1 have done an excellent job settling into their new 

role as school pupils.  It is lovely to have such an 

enthusiastic and happy class. 

We are learning lots of new things, and 

have been enjoying taking part in active 

learning.  This term our topics will be ‘The Four 

Seasons’ and ‘Energy’.  In The Seasons, we will be 

thinking about how the weather changes during the 

year, and what signs from nature let us know that a 

new season is coming. I hope we get to spend a lot of 

time outside looking for examples of this, so please 

send your child ready to go outside into the school 

grounds, even when it gets a bit colder.  We may even 

get a chance to visit Newhailes, or other places in the 

local area, to help us learn more about the seasons.  

 At the moment, P1 are very busy running their 

pretend café, and have been writing menus, making 

posters, making chef’s hats (and moustaches!), setting 

out the table for customers, taking orders, then after 

every shift they do a very thorough job at cleaning it 

up ready for the next working day.  I am delighted to 

see so many great ideas, all coming from the children, 

as they continue to take this role-play to new levels. 
 

 P2 have had a super start to the term and are looking 

forward to lots of different activities. We have 

already made lots of cross-curricular links including 

imaginative writing and drama. We 

have been creating a magic toy box 

and writing descriptions of the key 

characters.  

We have also made links between 

Health and Well Being and Sciences - we are 

discovering lots about energy.  

We have P.E. on a Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. 

Please remember to send in P.E. kit on a Monday and it 

will be sent home on a Friday. 

On a Monday and a Wednesday, we have reading 

workshops. This is where we read, discuss and extend 

our experiences of a variety of texts in lots of 

different ways. Already we have developed our skills 

and can predict, write story sums, use key words in 

sentences and record ourselves reading. 

This term we will be focusing on Harvest in RME and 

our Social Studies topic is People Who Help Us – the 

children have been busy planning the topic with me. 

Please check out our school website, the class are 

already sharing patterns on our class page - lots more 

to come soon! 

 

P2/3 have been very busy getting 

organised for our topic, which is 

homes. The children have had fun 

this week building futuristic homes 

from Lego, etc. We have also been 

reading about Hansel and Gretel and 
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their trip to the gingerbread house. We are going to 

be making our own house and would ask for your 

support in sending in sweetie wrappers. Although, in 

these days of health awareness, you may not have as 

many of these as you had in the past we would be 

grateful for any you could send in. (Please do not 

send in any wrappers that have contained nuts).  

The class will also be looking forward to learning 

about Harvest in RME. 

 

P3 have had a fantastic start to the new school 

year. The children are keen, eager to learn and have 

demonstrated a positive attitude to school. 

The class are going to be very busy over the next 

few weeks learning all about the Ancient Egyptians. 

This is an exciting topic and many 

children have already brought in 

books and interesting items to show 

the class. Much of our other work will 

link to this theme. For example, in 

Writing, we will be writing Imagined Personal 

Responses from the viewpoint of people who were 

alive during this time; in Art, we will be drawing 

portrait pictures in the style used by the Egyptians 

and in Drama we will be working on mimes and short 

plays that show some aspects of life in ancient 

Egypt.  

Our science work for the next few weeks is going to 

focus on Materials. We will be experimenting with 

how different materials change in different 

situations, for example when there are changes in 

temperature.  

In Music, we are going to concentrate on learning 

about the pulse and rhythms within different songs 

and pieces of music. 

 

P4 have come back full of 

enthusiasm for the new session. 

This term we will be studying 

various aspects of Roman life. In Science, we will be 

learning about the uses of water, water conservation 

and carrying out some experiments to find out which 

materials are soluble and insoluble. We are also 

enjoying reading our new class novel, Matilda by 

Roald Dahl, and have completed some language work 

based on the book.  Some of the class will be taking 

part in weekly swimming session at Musselburgh 

Swimming Pool. They have completed their first 

lesson and are looking forward to the remainder of 

the block.  The remainder of the class will have 

swimming after Christmas. 

 

P4/5 have started their new 

topic, Climate Change, and are 

beginning to discuss the impact 

we have on the planet. We have 

also been writing letters to a 

school in Tanzania, East Africa. The children have 

been writing about themselves, their families and 

hobbies. These will be sent to the school and the 

children will hopefully receive replies and learn about 

life in Tanzania. We have also been making maths 

games to try and improve our knowledge of 

multiplication tables! 

 

P5 have started the term very 

enthusiastically and are already 

working hard on their Social Studies 

(Wallace & Bruce) and Science and 

Technology (Liquids, Solids and Gas) 

projects.  If you have anything at 

home that is relevant to these subjects please don't 

hesitate to send it in - we are always looking for new 

resources and props to create displays and enhance 

the children's learning.  The class have a number of 

exciting opportunities to look forward to this term 

including Brunton Theatre Drama Workshops and 

the John Muir Citizenship Awards.  This term the 

children will benefit from having lessons from Mrs 

Roberts, the Music Specialist, on a Monday and 

dedicated ICT time on a Wednesday.  Can I remind 

everybody that PE days are Monday, Wednesday and 

Thursday and I would appreciate it if you could 

endeavour to ensure that the children bring their kits 

into school on these days.  It is especially important 

that the children have a pair of gym shoes for use in 

the hall.  

 

P6 are looking forward to a very 

busy term. We are enjoying doing a 

variety of tasks associated with the 

Olympics and the successes of Team GB.  Our World 

War 2 topic will start soon and we would appreciate 

any artefacts you may have that would help bring our 

topic to life.  Our drama and art work will also be 

related to World War 2. Thinking ahead, one of our 

homework activities will be related to 'Make do and 

mend' so don't throw out any old clothes that could 

be adapted into a 1940s’ fashion item! 

Just a wee reminder that the children will have P.E on 

a Wednesday and Thursday. This term P6 will also 

enjoy music with Mrs Roberts, our music specialist. 
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P6/7  have had a fantastic start to the term and 

have been enjoying learning all about the Olympics.  

We have had great fun working collaboratively to 

design fabulous Olympic Quizzes and logos for 

London 2012.  

In Writing, we have explored biographies and are 

looking forward to writing about sporting heroes.  

We have also produced some beautiful portraits of 

our classmates this week.    

 We are very much looking forward 

to starting our World War Two 

topic and thoroughly enjoyed our 

recent theatre performance.  We will 

also be studying Judaism as part of our 

topic and will explore customs, festivals and places 

of worship.   

P7 are very excited about our trip to Benmore next 

week, where they will be learning new skills and 

making new friends.  We will share stories of our 

adventure soon! P6 will have fun spending time with 

Mrs Colville and Mrs Nastaszcuk exploring more on 

the Olympics.   

 P7 have thoroughly enjoyed taking on their roles as 

monitors and are already showing an excellent 

example to the school.   

 

P7 have had a busy start to the term.  They have 

settled in well and are particularly enjoying carrying 

out various responsibilities around the school. They 

have been learning about the Olympics 

and are currently showing their 

knowledge by creating and designing 

quizzes. In Language, they have been 

analysing biographies and are writing 

their own biographies on Olympic athletes.  

On Friday, we had an introduction to our World War 

2 topic with a drama performance from the 

Funhouse Theatre. The children are extremely 

excited about their Benmore residential experience. 

I'm sure they will have lots of stories to tell! 

 

 

Seonaid McGillivray 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

PARENT HELPERS 

I would like to support the following age group: 

 

Nursery  P1  P2  

 

P3   P4  P5  

 

P6   P7  

 

I would be interested in accompanying children on 

visits outwith school.    YES / NO 

 

I would be able to come into school for the following 

periods of time: 

 

Oct – Dec 2008  Jan – April 2009      

 

Apr – June 2009  All of these             

 

I would be able to come into school at the following 

times: 

 

  9.00  10.45  1.00 

  -  -  - 

10.30 12.15      2.50/3.15 

 

Monday       

 

Tuesday       

 

Wednesday       

 

Thursday       

 

Name: ___________________________________ 

 

Child’s name: ______________________________ 

 

Child’s class: ________  


